@he Proceedings of the Bucks Avchitectural and
Archaological Soriety,
Ton v Yran 1889,

Tie Annunl Exoursion of the Society took place on July 24th, the route
lfmg through a portion of Mid Bucks. There was a good nttendance, and
the party started from the George Hotel, Aylesbury. The first’ holt was
made ab Btone, where the visitors were conducted ovor the Church by the
Vicar, the Rev. J. T, Challis, who read the following paper 1—

Tin Pawisu Cuvncw, Svow.

The mound or vising ground on which this Chureh is built is natural,
and not artificinl, a8 stated ervoncously in * Lipscomb " (Vel TI,, p. 463,
publighed in 1847), The Cliurch wna oconseorated June 1st, 1273, in the
fivst year of Edward I, hy Reginald, Bishop of Gloucester, for the Bishap
of Lincoln, and was dedicated to St, John the Baptist. But the earliest
historienl refurenco to the Chureh is in A.p. 1130, and the architecture of
the nave is of & muel ewrlier date than that of the consecration, as is
evillent from the semicivenlar avehes and (he copitals, but nsreninlty that
which surmounts the pier at {he north-western corner,  The other picrs are
cased in Romnn cement, and the eapitals appuvently have been touehed up,
The whole of the present chancel is modern. It was built in 1844, and
replaced an Early English chaneel, © with fine old sedilin, foliated canopios
and columns . , . When a portion of the wall ot the wouth-east nngle of
this chancel was being tnken down, the Reyv, J, B. Reade (Vicar of the
parish) toolk with his own hands, from between two of tho largost stones, o,
silver penny of Edward I., thus obtaining satisfactory proof that this chancel
was built during that king's reign.  The foundation of the south wall was
placed only {ust helow the surfoce, and not being at an cqual distance from
the contre with the north wall, it was proposed to make it so. On preparing
the ground for this purpose the workmen found a deep and well-lnid founda-
tion of a former wall, exactly similar in churactor to thoe foundation of the
novth wall, There can be but little doubt that this foundation supported
the firat ehaneel of the ancient chnreh,’” (A Leeture ¢ On the History and
Antignities of the Parishes of Harbwell and Btone,"” by the Rev, O, Lowndes,
March 24th, 1862,) The present chancel is therefore built upoen the foun-
dations of the first chancel, the south wall being slightly to the north of
the wall of the gecond chancel, the original position of the roof of which
muy still bo seen on the extornal surface of the east wall of the nave. The
second chancel was thevefore wider than the fiest and than the Emaemt (hy
about 14 feet). The south transept oveh is Early English, perhaps of the
same date as the second chaneal, 4.0, of the consecration of the church, 1t
rrﬂbnhly had an altar at the north wall, for when the south wall, which was
eaning, was talon down in 1883, a piscina was uncovered. Its position
waa oarefully measured, and when the wall was rebuilt it was placed in its
original position, and whevo it can now bs seen,  T'ho small north transept
scoms fo be of o later date, In 1883, the poreh, which was in avery
dilapidated condition, was entirely taken down. It had been built agninst
the west wall of the south transept, and its removal rovealed the former
oxistence of u amall window in this wull, which would seem to show that
there was no poreh when the south transept was built, and that no poreh
was then contomplated, Where wos nothing distinetive in its avchitecture
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toindicate its dnte, and it was an unsubsiantial structure. The present porch
is six feet to the west, The zig-zag moulding round the semicireular arch
of the doorwny wans found to be covered with, and partly composed of,
Ttoman coment, and the side shafts were gimilarly covered, and so filled in
at tho back, thut they did not appear to be detached, as they now ave aeen
to be, The tower is evidently of later date than the nave, and perliaps
than the south (ransept, A gallevy was taken down somu time ngo, and in
1883 the turret at the south-east corner being in a erumbling condition, was
rebuilt,  The upper paxt of the interior surface of the walls of the nave is
Inth and plaster. 1 oonclude that the walls were carvied up to their presont
height at o reduced thickness, and the clevestory windows inserted, when
the present vool was put on and yeplaced the old high-pitehed roof, the
ridge of which was of the asmo leight as that of the present roof. It is
intended fo relurn to the high-pitehed roofy as has alveady been done in
the oose of the transepts. Thete sre bragses on two stone slabs in the nave,
On one ave the effigies of o male and n fomale: the head is gone from the
male effigy, apparently before it waa placed on the present sleb, and the
elligy in ¢ ul.hmF in o shiroud, with this inseription underneath (filling in the
abbreviations) : — “ Orate pro animabus Willinm  Gurney q_nnngam de
Rishopston ot Agnotis Uxoris ¢jus qui quidem Willinmus obiit. xxix, die
Maii Anno Domini moceexxy, et praedictn Agnes obiit. die Anno Domini
Mrocexx,  Quoram Animabus Miseretur Deng,  Amen,”  On the other
slab are the offigios of n male and o female, with the figures of six male
childvon (not five, as stuted in * Lipscomb ™) and three female, not kneeling.
The insoription below is as follows :—** Here lyeth Thomas Gorney and
Agnes his wyf which Thomns dyml the viii. day of May, Co, Din, Mvxx,
on whose goule Jhn have m'ey.” This plate is double-faced, or (ngraved
on the upper surface, but the lust line of this inseription has been cut
through. The whole inseription has been given by the late Admiral Smyth,
the last line restored by conjecture from the bits of letters remnining (sco
Rrconns o Buexmwanamsime, Vol, 11, p. 176) :—* Of your charity pray
for the soul of Christopher Thorpe which decensed tho 28th day of Sep-
tomber, the year of our Lord atvxrun,  On whose soul lave morey.”
(Modm-nizml.{

The brass of the effigics is alao engraved on the other gide, Coneciming tho
font, [ toke the following feom My, Lowndea’ locture :—**The Norman font
waa placed 30 tho Clineel when 6 wns repaired in 1845,  An aecount of it
has been given in an artiole Puhliahed in_the Builder of July 26th, 1840,
under the title of ¢ The Wandevings of n Chureh Font.! It appears that this
font was formorly in the Pavish Chureh of Hompstead Norvis, in Berkshire,
ond ot the time of its removal to Stone was well remembered by many of
the older inhabitants, Nearly one bundred years sinee, the faumily of
Matthews, then residont in the parish, oviginally members of the Society of
Frionds, iuw'mg conformed to the Uhurtﬁl of Tingland, presented on the
ovension o new font, which banrs s insoviption with date 1707, The original
fant wan consoquently removed to the Rectory garden, where it remained
until J. G, Akcerman, Tag., I, I8, Boerotary of the Society of Antiquarinns,
who murried into the Rector's fumily, had it conveyed to Kensington, and
plugad in hig Em‘dun 1 thenoe it was removed to a villa rbout six miles from
London, on the voud to Croydon ; and it was here that it was traced by Mr.
W, I—I’awitt, jun., of lending, who kindly furnished this information of
its progresses to the nrchitect employed in the vestoration of Btone Church,
Mr, Akerman offored it to the Rov. J. 1, Reade, and, on the approval of the
arehiteot, it wns neceptod. When it mrived it wos covered wi!i composition
and whitewash, The pedestal is modern, eut in imivation of the old worl
on the font, The font wns placed in its present position, on o new stone
platform, lnst Chiistmas (1888), Tho bells were re-hung by Warner and
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Sons in 1883, and a new treble bell was added, the gift of Mra, Bartlett,
making a ring of six. The tenor bell was also re-cast, It was the oldest
bell, bearing the date 1634, with the inseription, ¢ Tenor hum all round.'
There is also a small bell, with the date 1690 ; perhups the priest’s boll,
The old treble bell has the inscription, ‘1 as trebel beginn,' The old
socond has ¢ Chandler made me, 1726, The old third, *1 as third ring.
The old fourth was re-onst by Thomas Mears, founder, London, 1839,
Bmall bell has ¢ Richard O, made me, 1699, The old register begins with
the year 1538, and there is no hreak in the registers down to the present
time, At Nov. 20, 1653, when there is s change in the handwriting, the
entries cease to bo of baptisms, but only of births, ill September 27.%665,
when the date of baptism is added to that of birth, The one exception is
Elizaboth, the daughter of William Lueas, was borne the 7 of July [1654],
and bazt. in the chappell of Bishopstone.”

Panisn Cuoseis,
In the Chirchyard the subjoined paper was read by Mr, Gilibs, IS A,

“ The stone we are surronnding is n relio of antiquity; it is the bnse of
the churchynrd oross. 'What became of the cross or the date of its destruc-
tion is not known, In former years no churchynard was without its cross,
which wns generally conspicuously placed in the area on the south or
south-west of the Clurch, and near the principal entrance. After the
third contury of the Christian ern, no Church was allowed to be ereeted
until the Bishop had placed the holy symbol of the cross on the intended
site of the structure, Stone pillars, or crosses, are of great antiquity, and
were very ourly used ns boundnry marks of lordships, parishes, or lands
given to monnsteries, or were erected in memory of any remnrkable event,
as near the spot where n battle had been fought, or over the buried slais.
Cornwall, Wales, and Ireland abound with wayside and churchyard crosses,
Orosses  are also found in conspicuous places. In Cornwall, especially,
every parish contning several orosses, and almost every churchyard has at
least one on the south side of the Church, facing the west, and usually
raised on a mound or steps, Probably the very carliest use of the wpright
crosses as tokens of rnl%:r:n was to mark the spot where people nssembled
for religious worship, or whero the earliest preachoers Juulnmd the glad
lidil‘lsl of salvation, At these, as may be supposed, mendicants wore aceur-
tomed to station themselves to beg for alms—sturdy ones doubtless very
often, us they nve in the prosent day, Ilence the adage, ¢ He begged like n
urippie at noross.’ The first Ohristian cross in Britain is supposed to hove
been o wooden one, erected by Oswald, the tenth Saxon monarch of North-
umberland, where ho offered up prayer prior to bis battle with ‘the
implacable Cadwaller ;' but, as we have shown, thoy existed in England

oro the arrival of the Baxons, It was customary formerly, in carrying n
corpse to the place of interment, always, at m{ cross which might he in the
way, Lo rest the bier for the fow moments whilst prayer was offered ; and it
was not unusuul to ercet n cross at any spot where the bier of a celebrated
person had been necessarily rested on its way to interment. Our own
country was once enriched by many beautiful mementos of this kind, But
these are mostly thrown into the shade by reference to the magnificent
twelve in number, oreeted by Edwmd I, to the momory of his buloyed
Queen Eleanor, at every station where her corpse rested on its way from
Herdeley, in Lincolnshive, to Westminster, OF these only three remuin,
Buckinghamshire possesses remains of crosses in tho churchyards of
Hillesden, Wing, Boarstall, Linslade, Stone, Bledlow, Mursley, Bucking-
ham, and Dinton, In primitive England, lsvge and important mnetin%'u
were held in the open air; indecd this was a necessity, as no such public
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buildings as we now possess were thenin existense,  The pluces for holding
these meetings were somelimes on a tumnlus ; indeed, it is averred that
somo of these large and ancient mounds were formed for the acoommodation
of lnrge publio assomblies; but the popular place for holding local meetings
was ut the cross—the town eross or the churchyard cross.

“ The most recent caze T ean find of a public assembly moeting in o
churchyard took place st Aylesbury, The cross had, however, vanished
many yeurs before ; but this meeting waa held without doubt on the spot
where the cross formerly stood, My father used to point out to me the spot
in Aylesbury churchyard where the nomination of Parlinmentary candi-
dates for the representation of thy Borough took place; he recollected such
nomination in the year 1802 ; it was on an old tombstone situate in the
open spave southword of the Church, facing the west, This was doubtless
the pluee where for genorations lnyge numbers of the townsfolks had
ussembled round the churchyard cross, and notwithsianding its destruction
they still clung to the custom of their forefathers, Consequent on the venal
state of the electors of the town, an Act wns passed in 1804 extending the
oonstituency by ndding the ITundreds to the Borough; the election was no
longer n town matter, but a district one, and the candidates were subse-
quently nominated at the County Iall, and the townspeople of Aylesbury
abandoned their meetings at the ckurchyard eross.”

Dixron Cnunci,

At this Chureh the Viear (the Rev. J. Bond) and Colonel Goodall, received
the party, and some time was spent in examining it. The Yiear drew spovinl
attention to the beautiful deorway within the poreh. Tt is a specimon of
enrly Norman work, which Lipscomb thus describes: “Tho semicircular
argh has four rows of zig-zag pilasters, which are carved, and have folinted
eapitals, Within is o smaller arch; and the doorway is formed by voluted
columng, with o narrow spival band entwined round them, having circular
bases and richly embossed eapitals ; one of them having a bird with expanded
wings ns a principal ornpment, conjectured by some to be n Christion
dove, ns n mystic allusion ; and others a faloon, ns connected with the office
held by the great family of Molins, ancient Lords of the hamlet of Morton,
and putrons of the Church. A semicircular fillet, interlaced with acord, in
good preservation, bounds the sculpture of the arch.”  (Lipscomb's * History
ol the County of Buckingham,” Vol. 1T, p. 146.) In the tympanum is a rude
carving in bas relief of a tree with fruit, which is being devoured by
two grotesque looking animals ; and an angel thrusting a cross into the open
mouih of the great dragon. Betweon these representations is an insceription,
in Latin, which may be translated as follows :—** Should any fail of hope
of reward for his deserts, let him listen in {this place to the precepts he must
observe,” The style of this building is Eurly English. The romnins of
Simon Mayne the regicide were buried in this Church, e was the owner
of the Dinton Estate, and resided as n County Magistrate at Dinton Hall.
Ho was confined in the Tower, and dying there his body was brought to
Dinton for burial,

Dixvox Ilann,

Oolonel Goodall then led the way to his residence, Dinton Hall, which
is close at hand, and hero the members and thew frionds spent a pleasant
and profitable time. Colonel Goodall fivst of all pointed ont the interesting
stnined gluss mn the windows of the north front, and then descended to the
cellar, where curious old coffers, or money chests, with their claborate
fastenings, ave 10 be seon,  Mere was pointed out what is taken to be the
oldest part of the house, The visitors were conducted ovor the house, and
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in the long vaom in tho upper storey viewed an interesting sollection of old
armour, swords, guns, Anglo-Saxon curosities, n shoo of John Bigg, the
hermit, und other objeets, Colonel Goodall, addressing the members, obsvrvod
that when he was asked to write o poper en the Church and House, he
looked into the matfer, and found that so much had been snid concerning
them that he thought it was not necessary 1hut he should do o, e found,
on reference, that the Society visited the House on July 27th, 1854, and
that an nccount was published on July 20th in the Bucks Herald. Anothe:
sccount was given in the Reoords for 1872 by the Itev, C. Lowndes—whom
he was glad to ses present that day—and illusteations were then published
of the glass vessel (Anglo-Baxon), the shoe, the hermit, Oliver Cromwell's
ewords, and some of the stained glass, Colonel Goodall here displayed the
Nuseby sword, pointing out that it is ol excoptional quality, and engroved
with the name of the muker—the celebrated Andren Ferrara—on hoth
sides of the blade, leading to the inference that he was especially proud of
it, After Naseby, tho members were informed that Cromwell eamo to
Dinton  Hall, aud sleptin the room below that in which they were
assembled.  He loft his sword in the Iouse, and it had been there ever
sinee, Colonel Goodall then quoted from memoranda concerning the
House and its history which he Lad recently lighted upon, one of which
{dnted 1804) referved to the discovery of a private door in the chimney of
the maids' room, which was on the far side of the house near the church-
yard, There was n space between the eeiling and roof lined with blanket-
ing; and tho hiding place was provided with o *' bolt hole,"" which might
be used in an emergency, This was probably where Simon Mayno was
concenled prior to his surtender after the Restoration,  With regard to the
length of the room in the upper storey whore the: members were nssembled,
there were various surmises why such n lengthy apartment should be at
the top of the house. Colonel Goodnll mentioned that such rooms were not
unusual in old houses, and that the explanation of it was that they were used
as banqueting chambers, They commanded a fine view of the surrounding
country, and vhat wns an advantage in ancient times when people wore
armour, which they naturally took off at dinner time, but might have to
hurriedly put on again, From such a place they could seo their encmies
coming across the country, and qoickly prepare to meet them. Colonel
Goodall next produced a most interesting series of Court Rolls of thoe Manor
from the time of Richard II, Referring to the Dinton hermit, Colonel
Goodnll remarked that he was at one time eeoretary to Simon Mayne, and
nocording to local tradition the executioner of the King, After the restora-
tion ho came to Dinton and lived in » cave or hole in the ground, and a
lane in the villago was still called * Biggs' Hole.,” His clothes were mado
ﬁf pioces of leather, which he nailed together. Iis Lurial place wos not
nown

Aftor fully inspecting the relics in the Chamber, the company descended
to another apartment, where they were hospitably entertained,

Tho Rov, R, 11, Pigott expressed to Colonel Goodall the cordial thanks
of the Society fur the reception ho had given them. Colonel Goodall was the
worthy owner of n haautil{lll house, nnd he had come down at considerable
ingonvenience from London to mect the members,

Colonel Goodall briefly responded, cxpressing the plensure it gave him
to welcome his guests,

CupnIingToN,

From Dinton the members drove on to Cuddington. The Viear (the
Tev, J. M, Price) wos unavoidably absent on the ion, TIn his al '
Mr. J. Parker, F.8, A, offored n fow remarcks, He said the church waa
dedionted to 8t, Nicholas, the patren of Bshermen, and he belieyed there was
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a vory remirkable fishery in that paish ; in fuel, it was mentioned in aneient
vevords, ‘I'hey would observe by looking ab the pillars that the Church was
Transitional Norman, The capitals were Norman, and the Pointed nrches
showed the Transitional work, It was very ourious and notoworthy that
the columns on the opposite sides of the Church did not correspond with
each othor, A considerabls portion of the Church wns of later date than
the originnl huilding, and belonged to the Decorated paviod, Afier drawing
attention to the tower and windows, My, Varker said a letter had been
received from Me. Price to the fullowing effect ;—

I nm vory sorry nob to be at home to.day to weleome the Bucks Archmo-
logical Associntion, bul some weeks ago 1 had avranged to tale our choirmen
and bell vingors for their inonal holiday, and as all the arvangements had
boen mude it was impossible for me to postpone it. Your Society will
notice severnl points of interest in the Obursh, Thoe south nisle was
n ehnpel, nppurently associated with’ Notley Abbey, for the piscing shows
that there waa an altar there, and in washing some tiles at the restoration
of the eliuvel, T found in this aisle ono which I believe waes one of the
quarterings of Notley Abbey, and I conclude that this church, like
others in the neighbourhood, was formerly served by the monks of
Notley."”

In conclusion, Mr, Parker observed that the building was a good type
of a village church, dating from the Inte Norman period,

At the suggestion of Mr. G. Weller (Amersham), a number of the
membors also paid a visit to an Elizabethan house near the Chureh, Over
u lnrge doorway leading fo a flight of stairs the initials 1, IL.,” and date,
*“1609," were discerned.

Norury Annuy,

Trom Cuddington the routo lny through a beauliful country tn Notloy,
where it hnlt wna made at the furmhouse owned and occupiod by M. H,
Reynolds, The visitors were shown into what is now n large barn, which
Mr, J, L, Myres (Swnnbourne) oxpluined was onen the refostory of Notley
Abbey, They could trace the foundations of the Church of the monnstery
in the adjoining meadow. ‘The fuwrmhouse was an addition, and had
undorgons albevations from time to time, Ile then read the following
extract from a paper writton by the Rev, I, G. Lee, D.D,, F.8, A,

“ Notley Abbuy, Bueks, lying in tho valley of the viver Thame, nbout two
milos north-east of the Oxfordshire town of that nume, was founded by
Walter Gifford, Earl of Buckingham, and Ermengarde, his lady, about the
yonr 1161, The abbey chureh, & magnificant Begond Pointed building, was
snbsequently dedieated to God in honour of the Blessed Virgin and St, John
the Daptist. The abbey, in the earliest Latin instruments, wus originally
eplled Suncla Maria de Parco ; Crendon Park, in which it stands, heing
referred to in Domesday Book, The ville itself was designated Nottley,
Nutley, Nottesleigh, Noteley, Nuttslegh, and Noteele in old deods. Anthony
A Wood nsserts that it was so called from the abundanee of nut-woods exist.
ing in that part of tho parish of Crendon. Tlere a band of Augustinian
Cnnong, by this foundation, formed o home about the middle of the twelfth
contury. The rule was severe, thoy wore coarse woollen garments, no linen,
abstained altogether from meat, and, save during their devotions, observed
the strivtest silence. 'The abbey waa founded by the Gillweds (* in perpetual
alms,” n8 the phrase stands), in order that the souls of HMoenry IL and Queen
Filennor of Guienne, together with those of the founders and all their ltina-
folle, might be prayed for perpetunlly, King Henry V. himsell approved of
the foundation, and at onco beeame a considerable benefactor, He gave to
the community the Chapel of Our Lady annexed to the Church of Caver-
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sham, Berks, Bottisham Church in Cambridgoeshire, land in Wittonham, and
Crendon Grange ; while, in the reign of Richard I, Hugh of Radnage, in
Bucks, confirmed a gift of land at Hillesdon in the same county. King John
subsequently froed the tenants of Notley Abbey from various tolls, and gave
them certain substuntial snd valuable rights in Bernewood Forest, Jocelyn
de Balliol, Bishop of Sarum, was also a benefuotor, Ilis charter is dnted dth
of the Ides of January, in the first of his episcopate, Lands, tithes, and other
gifts wero steadily added by some of the noblest and most distinguished
persons of the loeality—e.g., Walter of Chenrsley gave lands at Nether Win-
chendon, while in 1226 Pope Honorius confirmed the previous donations of
the Churches of Caversham, Risborough, and Chilton, Gilbert, Barl of
Pembroke, gave tithes of his mill and fishery at Cavershum ; Willinm, Earl
of Pembroke, bestowed lands in Crendon upon the Abbey of Notley. Con-
stanco, dnuqhtur of Hugh de Bolebeck, gave a croft in Hillesdon, Bucks,
furmerly held by Thorold. Other donations consisted of land in Dinton,
Bucks ; Ashenden njdoining ; Swell, in Gloucestershire, and elsewhere, The
family of De Grenville were large and munificent benefnctors, 1 possess o
list, and partial abstracts of the decds, amounting to nearly 200 gifts to thia
renowned Abbey. The Abbot bore the pastoral staff by right of grant by
Innocent 111 Eetween the Abbey's foundation in 1161, and its suppression
in September of the year 1534, thirty-one abbots, beginning with Oshert,
nominated by the founder, and ending with Richard Ridge, respectively
govorned the community. The last-named received an annuity of £100 a
year (equivalent to £1,000 a year at the present time) until his death in
1583. In his will, dated in 16567, he dirceted his remains to be buricd in the
chancel of his native village, Cholsey, Berks, The value of the abbey pos-
sessions—caleulated by the moncy rate of to-day—amounted to nbout
£5,000 a year, of which King ITenry VIIT, took possession, In 1542, thres

eavs after the Dissolution, the King granted to John Williams and Roger

ce, both of Thame, tho very ancient water-mill of Notley, on the river
Thame, and 250 acres of land in Crondon Park, But these soon changed
hands again. Tt was the obvious policy of the spoilers to break up, divide,
und re-sell the monastic properties, for the more numerous wero the persons
interested in holding the lands, the less chance there appeared of the poor
viging up—ans in Lincolnshire and Cornwall—to defend their assumed rights,
Sir William Pagot obtained o part of the lunds, as did pirsons resident in
London, seriveners it appears, called William Tipper and Dawe. Bir
Aunthony Bacon, 8ir John Willinms, snd the Duke of Somerset also sharod
in the othor spoils. Subsequently Sir John Willinms, created Lord Williams
of Thame, dying at Ludlow Cnstle, 19th October, 1559, the abbey buildings
and lands which had been conveyed to him passed to Margaret, his youngest
daughter and cd-heirese, who marvied Sir Henry Novris, of Wytham, near
Oxford. It eventually passed to the Wyays of Glontworth, some of wham
lived at Thame and Rycott—through Elizabeth Vere, daughter of the 17th
Eurl of Oxford, and then to Montagu Bertie, Earl of Lindsay, It was sold
by the Duke of Anecaster, 9th Borl of Lindsay, in 1791, to Mr, Ilunry Rey-
nolds, ancestor of the presont owner, The family of Lenton inhabited the
abbey for some fmms during Elizabeth's and James 1. reign, aftor which
members of the Bertie family, its subsequent ownors for several generations,
regided thero, At the period of the Norman survey Crendendone or Crendon,
with Crendon I'ark, were held by Walter, son of Osbern de Bollabec, sur-
named Giffaxd, o Walter was a relation of Willinm the Congueror, being
descended trom Aveline, sister of Guinnors, dowager duchess of Normandy,
nud consequently great grandmothor of the Congueror. Walter Giffard woa
Einrl of Longue-ville, and shared largely in tlmqlmds of the conquered and
dispossessed Suxons,  He nwned mﬁau than 107 manors in England, in-
cluding Crendon, Chilton, Policott, Eusington, Ashendon, Winchendon, and
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Newton, His castle was at Crendon, near the Church, overlooking a mag-
nificent rangn of country.

“ Impressions of threo seals of Notley Abbey exist in the Record Office.
The oldest, tesica piscis in shape, has a representation of the Blessed Virgin
seated on a throne helding the Holy Child, On each side are representations
of the sun and moon, the logend standing thus : Sigilfum Sanctiae Marie de
Nutle, The second, circular in shape, contains figures of the Blessed Virgin,
St. John the Baptist, and 8t. Hugh of Lincoln under eanopies, with shields
of arms of France and England quarterly, Giffied and Bohun, The third,
with the Blessed Virgin and Child standing under a second pointed cnnopy,
8 of the same shape as the first. In the impression, however, the legend is
imperfeet and defaced, though the word ‘Nutle’ remnins. So great has
Leen the destruction wrought in what renains of Walter Giffard’s founda-
tion, that it is excecdingly difficult to identify the position of the various
Enm of the old Abbey, The site of the great church, however—146[t long

y 70ft. wide mcross the transepts—oan be traced, Tt was eruciform in
furm, with a nave of five bays, transepts, and a deep choir, rectangular at
the enst end, and somo chapels, or sacristies, probably added at a loter

riod, both on the north and south sides of the choir, The refectory, 88It.

y 24ft., on the south side of a large quadrangle, about thirty yards square,
had = magnificent carved rouf of walnut and onk, which the Derties re-
moved to Chesterton, Oxon, cirea 1689. Close to the refectory were the
kitchen, buttery, and cellars, The chapter-house was 34fr. by 20ft., the
bage of the tower of the Church was 22{t, square, though its broad and solid
foundations were considerably wider, When the Ch and its monuments
were destroyed, the bella whivh hung in the tower were removed to the
Church tower of Crendon. There is an ancient broad and stately staircaso
of solid cak in the mansion, nnd parts of which are possibly as narl{ as the
original foundation of the monastery, Some curious eneanstic tiles have
been discovered, These were found mear n plank bridge over the river
Thame, where the river bank had been evidently mended with carved débris
from the Abbey Church. I am enabled ts veproduce a sketeh made in the
early part of the present century which faithfully represented the mansion
house s it existed at that period. Since then it has been altered, not only
by eonstructional rearrangements, but by destruction and the removal of the
dilapidated buildings, 1In some of the solidly-built outhouses to the imme.
dinto south of the mansion, which are now used for farm purposes, the
painted roofs are of singular beanty and interest, the rafters showing signa
of having been adorned with rich eolour and gilding. There is an ancient
black-oak bedstead of the Elizabethan era preserved in the servants’ eleeping
apartments; while on every part of the premises, which n to have
covered nearly five acres, abundant tokens, in broken mullions, carved
mouldings, and rich carvings, exemplify the stateliness and grandeur of the
original monastic buildings. Most of these were pulled down when Edward
Duke of Somorset, was their owner, under Edward the Sixth. Much internal
woodwork appears to have been put up, however, just prior to the Dissolu-
tion—i.e., eirea 1530, For the initials R. R. (for Ric Ridge, the last
abbot) remained carved in oak, conjoined with a knot, with the figure of a
pastoral stafl, Also the subscription: Time Deum, ef recede a malo, Rio.
Ripar, — Principium Sapientia est timor D'ni. In the MSS. of the cele-
brated antiquary, Brown Willis, of Whaddon, Bucks, there are records of
many examples of stained glass which existed in his day ; but none of these
now remain, Anciently there remained n broken lavatory of Purbeck marble,
contuining seven wuhin!% places and a separate drain for the used water. 1t
stood on au Barly English pillar at one end, and a solid link of marble at the
other. T possess a sketch of it, The position of the abbey is very retived,
It lies in a valley—a part of the well-known Vale of Aylesbury, very near
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howaever, to the county of Oxford—beautiful in itself and well watered, and
is well worth a visit from any archmologist or antiquavinn, From the high
road from Thame to Aylesbury, along the ervst of n serivs of hills, it can bo
casily distinguished, and even now, notwithstanding all the destruotion
wrotght, is n picturesque memorial of & once distinguished roligious house."”

Laxe Cursxnon,

At this village the members found the nave and aisles of the Church
nndergoing restoration. The Viear, the Rov. I'. B. Ogden, was present, and
also the Rov, Dr, Lee,  Surprise and deep regret was exp ab the fact
of an elevated square pew, forming an isolated gallery, being allowed to
remain in the Church, and it was explained that it was a faculty pew, and
that the owner refused to have it removed, The Viear pointed out that
nmt:fgu other structural features the Church has north, west, and south
porches,

Dr, Lee gave an able address, in the course of which he said that such
notes us heo had taken to provide an article for the Socicty remmined pretty
aceurately in his mind,  Thoy should remember the fact that this part of
Christendom was for a long time in the di of Dorchester, and the in-
fluence of the Bishops of Eh.nt Be¢e were plain in this Church as in many
others lying within & fow miles of it, For instance, at Tetsworth, Emming-
ton, Great Milton, anid other places there were examples of stone work most
possibly carved with some especial rule for the diocese of Dorchestor, The
transfer of Dorchester to Lincoln led to an earnest work of mnterinl restora-
tion of Churches, which likewise remained till this very day, and were
manifest in this Chureh, Further reference to the address will be unneces-
sury, ns Dr. Lee's paper on this Church, in this number of Tz Ruconns,
will be rend with much interest,

The membors then proceeded to other parts of the Church. The monu-
ment aver the family vault of the Dormers attracted much attontion, and
Dr. Tee made somo interesting remarks upon it, Ile added that it wus
believed this was originally o Chantry Chapel, possibly dedicated to
8. Christopher,

'l'he vieitors also inspeeled the beautifully-lept regisler,

Tur Covur IHovse.

_ Having left the Church, the fullowing notes ou the adjacent Court
Touse wero read by Mr. Myres :—

The date at which the Cowt ITouse was ereoted has not been ascer-
tained. The following information was given respecting the holding of
Courts :—1. Orendon, being assigned in dower to Queen Catherine, ﬁ'wr
groat steward, Walter Beauchamp, held several Courts in Crendon from the
1st to the 18th of the reign of Henry VI 2. This estate being granted for
the foundation of All Sm:ﬁ"1 College 1u Oxford, here the warden and soholnrs
held their Court in 1449 and 1459, 3. Tho manor having passed from the
hands of Elizabeth, Queen Consort, 1478, was given to 51& foundation of
the Colloginte Church at Windsor by King Bdwaued IV,, and the Dean and
Canons held their Oonrts at Crendon in 14821488, and in the Gth, 10th,
and 18th of Henry VIL The Court Rolls relating to the Manor of Crendon
are lodged at the offices of My, Willinm Parlker, solicitor, Thame. They
date buck to the time of Edward III. My, Parker has kindly offered to
permit uny member of the Bucks Archmological Bociety who may desire to
see them to inspect the rolls,
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Tnr Axnvan MerTvG,

At the Annunl Meeting, which took place at the Biglt Bells Tnn, Long
Crendon, the Rev. R. H. Pigott presided.

Mr, Parker, in giving a statoment as to the position of the Society,
rogrotted tho absence of the Treasurer, Mr, Williams, who had, howover,
supplied him with data, In 1888 the receipts wore £84, and the payments
£79, loaving a balance of £5. This year an appeal was made for the pur-
pose of getting the Society out of dubt, and he was glad to say that it was
suceessful, The anmount promisod cnme to £51 2s., and the estimated
subscriptions receivable would ho about £75, making n total of £126 3s.
On the other hand, the estimated linbilities, including the printing of Tue
Igoomns for the present year, would amount to, say £118, leaving a balance
in hand of about £8, The Trensurer informed him he expected more sub-
soriptions towards tho Speeial Fund, and he wns glad they were no longer
in the embarrassed position in which they had for so many years been
placed. The appeal was the result of a meoting at Wycombe, at which it
was nlso decided to appoint Local Committees, agrecably to a circular
issued, This ciroulnr Mr. Parker read, as follows :—

“ At n Meeting of the Bucks Archmologieal and Avchilecturnl Sooicty,
huld nt High Wycombe on the 14th February last, it was resolved that
* local nuthorities, not less than two in number in cach of tho towns therein-
after mamed, be appointed to superintend the working of the Soviety
throughout the County, and to be responsible to the Central Committeo.’
We are desired by the Central Committee to asle you, as interested in
archmology, if it will be ngreeablo to you to act as one of these authoritics
for the town of . 'The work which the Central Committes
would bo desirous for you to undertuke, so far as time and opportunity will
low, wonld be—

(1) To eall aftention to the Society’s objects, with a view of obtaining
new members,

(2) To communicate any srchwmological discoveries made in ‘iyour locality

Mr. Parker, one of the Honornry Secrotaries, and to call the
Society’s attention to any subjects whioh should come within its
vbseryation, such as the Restoration of Ancient Buildings, and to
now matter bearing on llistorical Inquiry. )

(3) To assist the Treasuror, Mr, John Willinms, in the eollection of the
members' subseriptions in your district,

(4) To obtnin donations for discharging the long outstanding liabilities
of the Society, in accordance with the terms of the accompanying
vireular (copios of which can be supplied to you),

(6) To promote an interest in archeological study and research in your
l.ﬂ!h’iﬂt- in the way you may deem most practicable,

We can only add that, if the Society could be aided by the lucal contres
in the way suggested, it is felt that its influonce and usefulncss would be
greatly incroased ; and wo trust you will see your way to render your
valuable assistance in the manner [prupoaed.

We ave, yours faithfully,

Rasevonrn H. Preorn, Hon
Joux Pannen, e

Seovetaries,”
Ronewr Ginps, oretaries.

The Represenfatives of the Society who had given in their names to act
in the different towns in the County, Mr. Parker then vead :—

Buckingham—2r. J. I, Harrison, Buckingham.

Chesham—Mr, Wi, Lowndes, The Bury, Chesham.
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Ameraham—DMy. Georpge Weller, The Plantations, Amarsham.

Newport Pagnel and Olney—The Rev. J. Tarver, Filgrave Rectory.

5 Fenny Stratford and BleteMey—Dr. Lawford, Oriel House, Leigliton
uzgard,

Winslow—Mr. J, L. Myres S8wanbourne, and New College, Oxford,

Great Marlow—Mr, A, 1. Cocks, Thames Bank; Great Marlow,

Stough—Mr, James Rutland, The Gables, Toplow.

Chalfont 8t, files—Mp, 8, Baunders, The Grove, Chalfont St. Giles,

High Wycombe—Mr, K, Wheeler, High Wycombe,

Wolverton and Slo:ay Stratford.—Mr. E, Bwinfen Tlarris, Wolverton,
8t, Mary, Stony Btratford,

Mr, Parker then called atlontion to the work undertaken by Me. J, L.
Myers in rearvanging the Museum. He then referred to the Conference of
Archmologieal Socicties, held at the rooms of the Bocioty of Antiquaries,
and to this Bociety having been registered as a Society in union, and
explained tho priviloges which resultod from the registration, Alterations
were then made in the Bules of the S8ociety—one ns to the mode of eleation
of members, and the other expunging the rule permitting churchwardens,
under certnin eivoumstances, to be members without payment of an annual
subseription,

The Chairman aid he thought they should not separate withont fivst of
all making some allusion to the death of their late Prosident, the Duke of
Buckingham and Chandos, Most of them would remember the pleasant
meoting they had at Stowe some years ago, nnd all present would reoall
the kind, chieerful face of the Duke, the extreme interest he took in taking
them round Stowe, nnd the care and trouble he put himsell to in enlor-
taining them, Some of them could go back further nnd recall a pleasant
meeting they had at Wotton House, where he was equally kind and
courteous, fle did not believe it was possible for them to appreciate the
loss the connty had suffercd by his death. It svcemed to him the passing
away of their President was the leaving of a blank which nothing could
fill. " He would not say anything us to whal the Duke was to those who
had the honour of his acquaintance, but his memory was dear to all, and
those who had business with him must have felt thut he was the personifi-
eation of all that was upright and that could possibly be expected of a
business man, Somo of them were present when all that remained of their
late President was committed to the grave in the Old Chureh at Wotton,
A more touching sight. it would be impossible to conceive. It seemed to
him doubly touching that in the mansoleum where he was lnid all the spaces
had been filled but one, There was one space left, and in that the last
Duke of Buckingham was laid to rest, and there wis now no more room
for burial in that chapel at Wotton. 1t was not only in the pussing awny
of the namo of the Duke of Buckinglnm that they as antiquarians felt great
sorrow and regret, but in the passing nway of the name of Grenville, It
had been associnted with the county, probably, longer than any other single
name, and the passing nway of tho old name of Grenville, as well ns of one who
honourably fulfilled the great and high position he held, seemed sad boyond
expression.  He was quite sure that in what he snid he had their deep
sympnthy. He moved that they express their most sincere and deep regrot
at the loss of their most kind and useful President, the Duke. Ho also
wished to propose the name of )‘Dulﬁ, member who would be n great help
ns one of the ndditional secretavies, Ile reforred to Mr. Myres, who had
taken n great interest in the Society, and had alrendy proved himsell an
excellont scholar, He proposed him us an additional secretary.

My, Gunn seconded the proposal, and it was agreed to.

Sovernl new members were then eclected and this terminated the
proceedings,
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Tue SuvrrLevexTAny EXCURBION,

Through the exertions of Mr. John L. Myros, recently appointed one of
tho Secrctaries of the Society, a Supplemontary Exeursion was held in North
Bucks to supply a deflciency of the Meotings of the Bociety in that part of
the County, Af Bwanbourne Church the Members were received by the
Vicar, the Rev. W. M. Myres, M, A., who read a very interesting paper on
the history of the benefico and fabrie, in which the parvish registers and
nceounts were referred to. The paper was illustrated by rubbings of the
brasses in the ehurch, by the plans of the Church before its restoration in
1863, and by a water-colour denwing, giving the south-east view in 1857, in
the possession of Lady Midleton,

The Members then proeeoded to Swanbourne Iouse, the seat of Lord
Oottesloe, where they were welcomed by his Lordship 3 the house contning an
interesting collection of pictures, family rolics, and a collection of nuto-
graphs, which were examined and much appreciated by the visitors, who
were afterwards entertained with great hospitality to lunch. After the
entertainment the Rev, I, TI. Pigott proposed a vote of thanks to Lord
Cottesloe for hie generons hospitality, which was seconded by Sir Harry
Verney. In returning thanks, Lord Coltesloe snid that it gave him great
pleasure to be able to reccive and entertain the Society at Swanbourne,

After leaving Swanbourne House the Members visited Muraley
Chureh, where Mr. John L. Myres gave an account of the Chureh, with a
nate on a neighbouring earthwork,  The tomb of Sir Francis Fortesous in
this Church was the subject of special obsorvation.

Little Horwood Church, now in conrse of restoration, wos next visited,
where the Rev. F. R. W, Malpas, the Vicar, rend a shovt papor on the history
of the parish, It was obsarved by My, . Swinfin Harris, IVR.LB.A,, that
here an arcude was probibly a close copy of that in the Salledes Chovalliers
at Mont 8t. Michael, in Normandy, the style being Transition Norman, The
registers, tho Communion plate, ono small ehalice, which bears the date of
1547 upon its cover, and o Jacoboan hrass bearing the Ten Commandments,
abbrevinted, and admonitory verses, were among the objects exhibited, The
freseoes in this Chureh were nlso examined by several of the Members,
Bome of the Members then continued their journcy to Grent Horwood, and
inspeeted the Chureh; others were kindly recoived by Mrs, Danncey at
Horwood House before returning lmmewnn{



