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FOR THE YEAR 1902. 

ANNUAL EXCURSION. 

'l.'he annual excursion of the Bucks Archooological Society took place on Thursday, July 17th. The situation of the district to be v;isited on that occasion being Ln the western part of Desborough Hundred, arrangements had been made for the members to meet at the G.W.R. Station, High Wycombe, by tra.ins aniving there. The members having taken their places in carriages supplied for the purpose without loss of time, commenced their journey, passing along- Castle-street by the fine Parish Ohurch, and thence by Frogmore and Oxford-street on the way to vV·est Wycombe. On the left could be discerned a circular clump of trees indicating the position of Desborough Camp, one of the most perfect of British earthworks remaining in Bucks. The obelisk at the entrance to the village street at "\Vest Wycombe was erected to commemorate the completion of the straight piece of road between that point and the west end of High vVycombe by Lord Despenser in 1752. Crowning the steep hill on the right the old Parish Church, with its curious ball on the tower and the uncovered mausoleum, came in view, and in the middJe of th.e sheet on the same side was no.ticed the ancient Church Loft, with the impress of a crucifix clearly defined on one of the uprights in front of the bmlding. On the opposite side is "\Vest vVycombe Park, the seat of Sir Robert Dashwood. Passing the steep escarpment of Loxborough Hill, the road lay along the valley running parallel to Bledlow Ridge. The views along this part of the journey were very pleasant and varied, exhibit­ing everywhere those rounded heights and pretty little valleys typical of the Chiltern Hills. 
RADNAGE. 

In about an hour from the time of starting the party arrived at Radnage, where a visit was paid to the Parish Church of St. Mary. The building consists of a south porch, nave, central tower, and chancel. It stands in a secluded spot near the Rectory, almost hidden by trees. The present Church is chiefly of the 13th century Gothic· but the lower stage of the tower exhibits some Norman 
feature~, and is probably a portion of an earlier edifice. The East window of the chancel is a plain triplet; but most of the other windows c.ontain Decorated work. In the wall: on the South side Qf the chancel is an Early English piscina. The tower is supported upon four massive piers, from which spring two. pointed arches communicating with the nav(. and chancel respectively. The nave retains its old roof with handsome hammer beams and carved bosses. The Rectory house is a substantial .building o! red brick, and the grounds adjoin the churchyard 011 Its West side. Affixed 
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to the South wall of the nave are two brasses dated respectively 1534 and 1605. Mr. J. Parker gave a short account of the manorial history. He remarked that with reference to the names of the village, Radnage, Radenache, or Rodenache, that hatch or ache is a common suffix in the neighJ:>ourhood of ancient fore~ts. The Manor is not, it appears, recorded m Domesday. It was giVen by Henry I. to the Knights 'l'emplars, and on the suppression of that order it was granted to 
~he Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, and they continued to possess rt trll therr drssolutwn tern: Henry VIII. Dugdale's Monasticon states that the Abbey of Font Ebomrd or Elnold in Normandy had four librates of land in the Manor of Rodenache, supposed to contain four oxgangs or 52 acres. Mary re-established the Priory, which was finally dissolved in the time of Queen Elizabeth, and the Manor reverted to the Crown. In the time of Langley this was still called the King's Manor. There is another Manor in the eastern part of the parish ; this Manor at one time belonged to the Ghaucers, and passed from them by marriage to the De la Poles, Dukes of Suffolk, by whom it was assigned to t'he DBan and Canons of Windsor, and was in the time of Langley in the possession of the Hon. Mary Leigh. The lonely situation of the Rectory was no doubt the cause of two burglaries at this house-{)ne in 1717, when the Rev. John Wodeson was Rector, and the other in 1827, when the Rev. Thomas Jones was Rector. The latter crime and the trial of the criminals created much notoriety at the time, the remembrance of which still lingers in the district. At Pond Farm, on Radnage Common, lie interred the remains of Mr. Thomas Withers, who died January 1, 1843, and was buried there, according to the directions contained in his will, beneath the shade of his own trees, in his own ground. A pleasant drive of a little over half-an-hour brought the party to the next stage of their journey. 

STOKENCHURCH. 
The Church, dedicated to SS. Peter and Paul. occupies a prominent position close to the village. It consists of a low West tower, nave, North transept and aisle, and chancel. The tower is of the Perpen­dicular period, and its upper portion is of wood, with an outer casing of slates. There is a good South doorway of an Early English pattern, with the tooth ornament scluptured on the drip-stone. 'l'he nave and chancel are Decorated, and communicate with each other through a transitional Norman arch, which is probably the earliest portion of the building. The North aisle is modern, and was added about twelve years ago. There is a hagioscope on the North side of the chancel arch; the font is Perpendicular, and in the chancel are two piscinre, one of a peculiarly good design. There are no monuments of note; but the Church contains four brasses, dated respectively 1410, 1415, and two 1632. It will he noticed that cottages are huddled in close contact with the O'hurch, which may give the clue to the name of the villag-e, t:he Ohurch in the Stockade, hemmed in and g11arded from the far-reaching forest which surrounded it. After quitting the Ghurcn the visitors made their ;n1y to the King's Arms Inn, where luncheon was se,rved. Immedrately af~er the conclusion of the repast, the general meebng for the transacbou of business took place, Sir Henry Smyth, K.C.M.G., presiding. The followin"' wer'e re-elected as officers for the year:-President: The Earl of ~Rosebery. Vice-presidents: Lord. Cotte.sloe. Lord Boston, the Bishop of Oxford. the Brs'hop of Readmg, Srr Edward Lawson, Bart .. Mr. Leonold de Rothschild, Sir John Evans, K.C.B., the Archdeacon of Buckingham, Mr. Coningsby Disraeli. M.P., Colonel 
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Goodall, General Sir Henry Smyth,_ Mr. L. Liberty, Mr. A. H. Cocks, and_ Mr. E. J. Payne. The Commrttee: Rev. E. D. Shaw (standing charrman), Me~srs. T. Horwood, J. Rutland, G. Weller, E. Wilkins, Rev. C. 0. Phrpps, Messrs. R. E. Goulden, F.S.A., Stephen Darby J. '!-'· Harrison, R. H. Barrett, Rev. R. W. Carew Hunt, and Mr. E: Swmfen Harris. Hon. Secs.: Messrs. J. Parker and A. H. Cocks. Treasurer: Mr. J. WilliamE. Auditors: Messrs. T. Horwood and E. Wilkins. Mr. Parker rea~ the Tre!l.surer's statement for the year ending Dec. 31, 1901, whrch was as follows: -Receipts: BalanCJe in hand .£14:3: 4; subscriptions, .£79: 7; sale of "Records," .£3: 16. Pay: ments: On account of prmting "Reoords ": Balance of 1899 .£25:11:5; on account of 1900, .£30--.£55: 11:5; rent, .£6 · caretaker' .£4:15; Treasurer, .£5; commission on subscriptions colle~ted, .£3: 19 { sundries, .£3:2; balance in hand, .£18:18: 11. Liabilities: Balance of printing account, 1900, .£27:9: 1; printing, 1901, .£69:16. Mr. Parker mentioned with much regret that Mr. Williams had been ill, but he was now improving in health, and hoped to be able soon to attend to the Society's busin·ess again. Mr. Parker then gave his report as one of the hon. secretaries. Mter referring to the appointment of the Earl of Rosebery as President, a·n appointment which was, needless to say, eminently suitable and an advantage to the SoCJiet.y. Mr. Parker pro­ceeded to remark tihat excavatioi!lJS had been carried on at Burnham Abbey by M-r. St. John Hope and Mr. Brakspear, F.S.A., the latter having recently read a paper on Laycock Abbey (Wilts) publiched in the "Archreologia," which was also a religious foundation of Augustinian nuns. His paper on Burnham Abbey would appear in .the "Records." Excavations had been carried out also at Little Marlow Abbey, a nunnery of the Benedictine order dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, under the superintendence of Mr. C. R. Pee11s, F.S.A., with the sanction and pernonal co-operation of the owner, Mr. A. Va·ughan Willia.m.s, and a p,aper upon that subject by Mr. Peern would appear in the "Records. ' The Society resolved to co-ope:mte with the Aylesbury Coronation Committee in a project for the extension and improvement of t'he Coun~y Museum, and to join a deputation to the Lord Lieutenant of the County to lay the proposals before him. The deputatilon from the Society collilisted of Sir Henry Smyth, Mr. Cocks, and himself. The deputation met the Lord Lieutenant in London, but were not successful in the objects they had in view. Mr. Parker called attention to the interest taken at Reading in the Museum, enhanced by the recent discoveries at Silchester now deposited there. Also to the excellently­arranged Museum at St. Albans, the action of the Hertfordshire County Council and their Chairman having greatly aided in the establishment of this Museum. The hopes in the future for estab­lishing Museums, and by so doing for advancing historical enquiry, greatly, it would appeaJC, depended on the support a_nd enooura_ge­men,t of enlightened bod1es such as our County Councils are provmg to be. Mr. A. H. Cocks also spoke upon the question of the County Museum, and thought there was great .credit due to Aylesbury for suggesting the Goronatio~ scheme, whrch he wa.s sorry could not be carried out. He mentioned that he had recerved a letter from the Vicar of Denham, inviting the Society to pay a visit to that part of the county. Dr. Bradbrook gave an account of the Parish Register ~ranscrib~ng Society, and said they had oompleted the Walton regrster, whrch was now in the printer's hands. . The following were then elected members of the Socrety:-The Rev. H. A. Harben, F.S.A., Newlands, Chalfon.t St. Peter: Mr. C. A. Cripps, K.C., M.P.; Mr. W. A. Forsyth. A.R.I.B.A., 16, Great 
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Marlborough Street, London; Mr. J. C. Fox, Hambleden; Mr. H. R. Grenfell, Hamb1eden; Mr. Hugh Kerr, M.D., Stone; Mr. H. V. Hump:hrey, Stone; Rev. J. W. Cruikshank, Stokenchurch; Mr. P. S. Stephens, K.C., Lime Missenden. 

IPSTONE. 
The business of the mee~ing concluded, the members, without unnecessary delay, took therr seats once more in the vehicles and a pleasant drive of half-an-hour through a pretty, well-w~oded stretch of country brought them to lpstone. Mr. Downs makes the following remarks on the name of the village:-"The name of this little village preserves the name of the early Saxon settler, who probably reaehed the locality at the time when immigrants from Wessex and Surrey began to occupy various positions in Bucks and Oxon. lpstone is the 'ton' or town of Ebha, who appears to have given its name also to Epsom, i.e., Ebba's-ham. Both sounds of the consonant are found in the patronymic, and consequently we meet with them in the local name, which accounts for the variation ii! the pronunciation and orthography of the word, which appears sometimes as lbstone and at others as lpstone." In Domesdiaythe place is caHed Hibestanes. There may be differences of opinion as to the origin of this name, which it is not here the intention to discuss .. The following is an extract translated from Domesday:-" Harvey the pope's legate holds of the King in Hibestanes two hides. There are five plough Land8-in demesne half a hide, and there are two ploughs, and s,even velleins have bvo ploughs, and a third might be added-there is a blacksmith (faber) and four servants. For all dues it is worth 4/. in the reign of Edward the Confessor, for 51. when '£ovi, a thane of the Kings, held the Manor and could sell it." .The presence of a blacksmith at lpstone at the time of the survey is noteworthy. 'fie pla0e is situated partly :i:n Buckinghamshi·re and partly in Oxfordsh.ire, a division which has existed for many oonturies, and woas recogni1Hed when the Domesday Survey wrus made. The Church of St. Nic'holas is described by Mr. W. A. Forsy·th in his paper in this number of "The Records." 

FINGEST. 
Another short drive along Ianes bordered with hills and woods, and the members arrived at Pingest Church, which stands in a delightful little valley surrounded by remnants of the forest from which the place acquired its designation. The subject of the Manor and Church of Fingest has been already dealt with in two papers in the "Records," either in the one on "Fingest Ch.u.rch "·or in the one on "Delafifi)ld's MS. Notes on Fingest," Vol. VIII., p. 457, et seq. But the charter whic'h settled the long-standing differences between the Church of Lincoln and the Monastery of St. Albans was not set out in the latter paper, and is therefore here introduced. The cause of Lincoln Church was maintained by its Bishop, Robert de Chesney, and that of the Abbey by Robert de Gorham, its prior, in the presence of King Henry II., Thomas Archbishop of Canter­bury . Roger Archbishop of York, and the following Bishops:­Hen;y of Winchester, William of Norwich. Joceline of Salisbury, Bartholomew of Exeter, Hilary of Chichester, Hugh of Durham,. Richard of Coventry, Gilbert of Hereford, and Godfrey of St. Asaph. Robert, Earl of Leicester, also Justiciary of England, was present; together with earls, barons, abbats, archdeacons, and an immense multitude of people, at Westminster, on the Thursday before Easter, when the following charter was signed:-" Robert, by the 
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grace of God, Bishop of Lincoln, to all the children of our holy Mother Church, health! Be it known to all of you that the controversy which I raised against Robert abbat of St. Albans and his brethren~ concerning the monastery itself, and the 15 privrleged churches whrch they held on their own lands, and which I claimed as their bishop, to be in subjection and obedience to myself, is now for ever at an end, .I having, with fhe consent of the Chapter, renounced these clarms rn presence of the witnesses aforesaid. 
Furthermor~, I have also, with t'he C·Onsent of my Chapter, received from the sard abbat and brethren the village of Fingest, with its church and all appurtenances, for ten liveries of land, to be peace­ably held hereafter by the Cnm·ch of Lincoln for ever, as a com­pensation for having renounced the af.oresaid claims. Moreover the rights which I claimed over the Abbey aforesaid, in the perso~ of Abbat Robert and his successors, and over the fifteen churches aforesaid, as belonging to my Church, myself, and my successors, I have resigned into the hands of lord the King, both for myself and my successors for ever. Be therefore free, henceforth, for the monastery of St. Albans and the fifteen churches aforesaid, to receive th0 chrism, oil, and the blessing, and all the other sacraments of the church, from whatsoever bishop they please, without opposi­tion from us or our churc'h; and further, that church shall remain fTee in the King's hands, as his demesne; but the other churches of the said monastery, throughout the diocese of Lincoln, shall render due obedience and subj·ection to the Bishop of Lincoln, like the other churches. 'rhat this may never again be called in question, I have c·onfirmed it by the attestatiDn of this present writing, and by attaching thereto my seal, and that of the Chapter."' This amicable settlement was confirmed by the King, Archbishop Thomas, and Pope Alexander, who, following their example, ratified it with the privilege of the Roman See. 

TURVILLE. 
Leaving Fingest and its interesting associations, a few minutes' drive brought the visitors to St. Mary's, Turville, a building- of mixed styles ranging from the Norman period through the various Gothic styles to the 18th century, when the North a.isle was added. Besides this modern addition the Church has a South porch, ~West tower, nave, chancel, and recently-erected vestry and organ chamber. On August 30, 1900, during the restoration of the Church, a stone coffin was found six inches below the level of the floor in the S.E. corner of the nave. It dates from the early part of the 13th century, and contained the bones of two skeletons, the remains of one of them being much later than those cf the original occupant of the coffin. An account of this coffin, illustrated, from the pen of Mr. A. H. Cocks, appeared in "'The Records of Bucks," Vol. VIII., p. 285 et seq. Mr. Cocks has also supplied an account of the intra­mural monuments of the Church, and Mr. W. A. Forsyth has described the architectural features of the Church and the process of restoring the building, he having boon th.e architect in the work of restomtion. (See "Records of Bucks." Vol. VIII., p. 342 et seq.) The following brief notes on Turville are here subjoined:­Turvill, Therfield, Tyrefield, Tyrefold. The earliest a<?coun.t of tJ:is parish appears in a grant from Egfrid, son of Offa, Kmg of Mercra, i·n 794 in Therfield terra m decem manmsium to the A bhey of St. Albans, 

found~d by that King in 791. The St. Albans holding is considered to be distinct from the Manor of Turville. The place does not occur in Domesday among the Manors be-longing to the Abbot of St. Albans in ri"'ht of his Church. It is pTobable that 'furville was demesne land ~f the Crown, and granted at a very early period to the family of Mosteyn. Wi11iam Mosteyn was SheTiff of Warwickshire 2 
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Bdw. I. Langley.had perused old CLeedJS of fhe Manor from 12 Edw. I., 1283, the first bemg a grant from Constance Mosteyn to Eustace her son, dated at Tyrefield. Re considm,ed these the most ancient CLeeds in the hundred. The Manor passed from the Mosteyns to the Botilers. Joan, wife of Alan Botiler, possessed this Manor 13 Hen. IV. 1412· it continued in the Botiler family for many years. In 154B Joh~ BotiJ.er or Butler passed a fine of this Manor to Sir John Williams Knt., Lord Williams of Thame., and soon afterwards the f11mily of D'Oyley of Oxfordshire were in possission of it. The D'Oyleys built the Manor House it is suppDsed in the reign of James I., about a mile from the villag.e. The JJf anor of St. Albans ·extended over the village, rectory, and glebe land of the Vicarage. It continued in possession of the Abbey till the DissDlution. The Abbot surrendered Dec. 5. 1539. Hen. VIII. granted the estate under the title of the advowson and ManDr of 'I'urfield Hectory and Vicarage to John Marsh, and 37-38 Hen. VIII. the same was granted to Edward Harman or Chamberlain, of Sherborne Castle, Oxfordshire, who conveyed it to Sir Michael Dormer, third son of Geo,ffrey Dormer, of West WycDmbe, who was Lord Mayor of London in 1541. It conbThued in that family till rut the usurpation i·t was cDnve·yed to­West, Esqre., of Chepping Wycombe. Langley traces the Manor down through successive owners, but in a note says he learnt the Manor and advowson w1ere dividedi :into six shanes, and t'hat Byshee Shelley, Esq., had one shar.e. He says there is some confusion in the different accounts collected by him, and he did not givce a determinate opinion on the point. The Manor House, "a respectable mansion," built at diff.ere!lJt times, stood 1n a small deer park, 1\'hich extended to the confines of the county. Langley gives an extract. from the Court Rolls of ·this Manor in Latin, which may be transla~ed thus: "View of Frankpledge at a Court before Baron Robert D. Lord Dormer, 6th Sept., 1621. "Also the Jurors present that George Tovie, who held of the Lord of the aforesaid Manor, by copy of Court Halls of the same Manor, one cottage and certain lands, died since the last Court, whereupon *he presented to the Lord of the aforesaid Manor for a heniot (unn toga) one coat, for wh1eh (seneschallus) the steward of the Lord's Manor accepted satisfaction." Mr. Forsyth gave the visitors a detailed and lucid description o.f the churches at Ipsto.ne, Fingest, and Turville. Aft.er the visit to the latter church t'he members by kind invitation of the Vicar, the Rev. M. Gnaves, made their way to the lawn in front of the Vicarage, where they partook of tea. Some of the party returned to Wycombe in time to catch the train, but the remainder stayed to pay a visit to Mr. A. H. Cocks's house. at Poynetts, returning an hour later. The day was fine, and the excursion was much enjoyed, the district passed thr.ough presenting some of the most lovely prospects to be seen in Bucks-hill, valley, and wood succeeding each other in ple8Jsing variety, and every turn of the road bringing into view some fresh charm of scenery. 

[The account of the Society's excursion was prepared by Mr. H. S. Downs for the Bucks Herald; it has been revised and additions have been made to it for the Society's publication.-En.] 
*This must be the incoming tenant. 


