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Non-Technical Summary

Hertfordshire County Council has granted planniregrpission (application 6/2628-
11) for the erection of a special school and asseci infrastructure at the former
Howe Dell School playing field, Woods Avenue, lehitfi

As the development site lies within an area of aechogical sensitivity, the
Hertfordshire County Planning Archaeologist (CPArommended that a condition
was attached to planning consent requiring the enntation of a programme of
archaeological work. The first stage of the arablagical work (trial trench
evaluation) was completed in April 2012. On thsib@f the results and in
accordance with the National Planning Policy Franoeky the CPA advised that a
strip, map, and record investigation was requirdthm the footprint of the
development area.

The investigation revealed thirteen parallel lingeenches which, due to their shape,
size and regular spacing, are likely to represaritication trenches. In the absence
of any environmental remains, the identity of tregacan only be guessed at, though
the large spacing between the trenches suggestkely to have been a tall-
growing crop. Vines for growing grapes are an @l candidate, as has been
suggested at many similar sites such as Wollastontijants.), Ampthill (Beds.) and
Caldecote (Cambs.). A limited pottery assemblaggests the cultivation area is
likely to date to the later Iron Age — early Ronpariod. The eastern extent of the
planting area was defined by the eastern boundéchef a seemingly earlier
rectangular enclosure; its relationship with thedacultivation trenches suggests the
possibility that this area was already under cudtion during the earlier Iron Age or
even the late Bronze Age. A rubbish pit contaiftognan pottery, brick and roof tile
was located within the cultivation area.

Assessment of the data from the investigationsnlicated that it has no potential
for further analysis, beyond that presented in tkeigort, principally due to the

paucity and nature of the artefactual and ecofacassemblages. The area of the
cultivation trenches is also quite small in compan to those recorded elsewhere
and, at present, cannot be directly related to kngwn associated settlement site.

However, the results of the work do add to a grgwindy of evidence regarding the
nature and distribution of specialist crop cultivat during the late Iron Age —
Roman period. Accordingly, the results of the stigations will be uploaded onto
the ADS Online Access to the Index of Archaeolbdie@stigations (OASIS ref:
albionar1-142456). In addition, a summary will fpgblished in Britannia, the
journal of the Roman Society.
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INTRODUCTION

11

1.2

13

1.4

Project Background

Hertfordshire County Council has granted planniagwgssion (application
6/2628-11) for the erection of a special school asgbciated infrastructure at
the former Howe Dell School playing field, Woodsefwue, Hatfield.

As the development site lies within an area of aectogical sensitivity, the
Hertfordshire County Planning Archaeologist (CPédammended that a
condition was attached to planning consent requittie implementation of a
programme of archaeological work. This advice imeaccordance with
Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Higtd&nvironmeni{PPS5)
(DCLG 2010) and its recent replacement, Kagional Planning Policy
Framework(DCLG 2012).

The first stage of the archaeological work compgdrial trench evaluation
was completed in April 2012. On the basis of #suits of the trial trench
evaluation and in accordance with tiational Planning Policy Framewoyk
the CPA advised that a strip, map, and record tryegon was required
within the footprint of the development area. ThWiss undertaken between
the 6th and 24th August 2012.

Status and Purpose of this Document

This report presents the results of all stagek@frchaeological
investigations. It assesses the analytical patkotithe recovered data-sets
and sets out the further stages required to comfhetdissemination and
archiving of the results of the fieldwork. Thetéatwill fulfil the requirements
stipulated in the Written Scheme of Investigatiéib{on Archaeology 2012b)
and allow the discharge of the archaeological ptanoondition.

Site Location and Description

The site lies to the south of Hatfield town centithin an area of housing and
schools developed in the latter half of the 20thtaey. It consists of a grassed
playing field, accessed from Old Rectory Drive,tcet on (NGR) TL 22611
08254 (Figure 1). The archaeological works werdioed to the westera
0.65ha of the site, which will principally compribaildings, access road, car
parking and hard play areas.

The playing field is bordered by Woods Avenue ® sbuth-west; a hedge
and footpath to the north-east; flats and a pla¥igld to the north-west; and
housing and the grounds of the Old Rectory to tduthseast.

Evaluation of the site (Albion Archaeology 2012eyealed that the geology
consists of stiff gravely clay overlain by up t@ of topsoil and subsoil.
The site lies at. 85m OD, rising gradually towards the south-west.

Archaeological Background

The site lies within an area of late 20th-centugyelopment outside the
medieval settlement of Hatfield, but in close pmity to the grounds of a
medieval rectory that, up until recently, had basad by Howe Dell School.

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 5
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A heritage asset statement (Albion Archaeology 2@ubmitted with the
planning application noted the presence of severalage assets within a
500m-radius of the site, most of which date togbst-medieval period. The
closest known heritage asset is the Old Rectosté€di Building No. 158454),
the grounds of which lay adjacent to the site. HE&R was re-visited
(recorded under previous Enquiry no. 104/11) imraedly prior to the
archaeological fieldwork.

The trial trench evaluation (Albion Archaeology 2@) demonstrated that
significant archaeological remains were presertiwiparts of the site.
Trenches 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 contained six ditchesagmabkthole. The artefactual
material presented moderate evidence to suppaady Iron Age date. The
ditches appeared to form part of a NE-SW/NW-SEw@dyenclosure or field
system, of which an associated entrance defingd/dypposing ditches was
apparent in Trench 3. The small number of artefeextovered and the
abraded condition of the pottery suggested thaetiieatures lay some way
from any settlement focus.

The results of the trial trenching suggested tteersight have parallels with
late Bronze Age settlement activity recorded dusrgavations at Hatfield
Aerodromec. 1.6km to the west. There, five parallel ditchésng with
numerous postholes, pits and gullies were identifiecluding a large posthole
structure some 60m in length (MoLAS 2002). Finududed large
assemblages of domestic pottery and several cetaonoveights.

At Howe Dell, a number of post-medieval featuresensdso revealed during
the trial trenching in Trenches 1, 5 and 6; theylikely to be associated with
the agricultural use of the land. Historical relosuggest that the site was
cultivated from at least the medieval period uthtd playing field was created
in the 20th century (Albion Archaeology 2011).

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 6
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS

2.1

2.2

Introduction

The contextual data was assessed in order to sstatttether it could provide
a coherent spatial and chronological frameworkiotal of 128contexts were
assigned to groups,g. a rectilinear enclosure, cultivation trenchescrbte
features. The decision as to which AssessmentSroontexts were assigned
to, was made on the basis of the following criteria

* Do the contexts form a coherent spatial et enclosure, pit grouptc?
* Do the contexts represent key positions withindinatigraphic sequence?
* Do the contexts contain suitable dating material?

Assessment Groups were split into smaller Sub-g¢8() where necessary
to reflect distinct elements of an Assessment Grewgpeach individual
cultivation trench. The Assessment Groups were #ssigned to a number of
episodes (Phases) of human activity corresponditgdad, chronological
divisions (Periods).g. Iron Age or modern, based on their artefactual
assemblage.

The following text is structured by chronologic&ripd and discussed by
Phase. Relevant elements within these Phaseaeeally referred to by
their Assessment Groups (G) or Sub-groups (SGntexd numbers [***] are
referred to on occasion where it is useful to défdiate between different
excavated segments. All the archaeological feattgecaled are illustrated in
Figures 2—4. A full list of the contextual datdabulated in Appendix 1.

Phase 1: Late Bronze Age — Iron Age (c. 1000-10 0BC)

The earliest phase of activity on site is represgibly a rectilinear enclosure
G1. Its two visible sides were defined by a ditobasuring at least 54m long
on its north-west side and at least 50m long onatsh-east side (Figure 3).
A c. 4m wide break in the ditch defines an entrancg evathe north-west side
of the enclosure.

The profile of the enclosure ditch was largely \&séd, though it varied
somewhat along its length; it was up to 1.3m wide @.55m deep (see
Figures 5 and 6). A stepped profile in one ofd¢keavated segments [1074/6]
(see Figure 5) suggests the boundary had beert ne-itus location.

The main fill of the ditch comprised mid grey-browlay silt containing
moderate amounts of small-medium sized stonesetefrom natural silting.
A thinner, primary fill was visible within some tie excavated segments
consisting of a lighter mid orange brown clayey, §ikely to be derived from
weathering of the sides of the ditch.

A small number of pottery sherds spanning theBaitagze Age — early Iron
Age period were recovered from the enclosure ditdbwever, they were
highly abraded and may not provide reliable datihthe enclosure itself —
they may derive from an earlier phase of activityhie vicinity. The dating of
this enclosure therefore must remain slightly amoigs.

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 7
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2.3

2.4

Phase 2: Later Iron Age - Early Roman (c. 100BC to AD150)

This phase is characterised by thirteen rows oflgv&aced, parallel linear
features G2, aligned NE-SW (Figures 4 and 7). iMlagobut and generally
shallow, U-shaped profiles suggest they are likelge associated with the
cultivation of crops, either as drainage ditchesoemted with raised planting
beds or for the actual crops themselves.

The trenches covered an are@.ad2500n%; they were superimposed upon, and
extended beyond, the northern boundary of encldsareHowever, their
eastern limit lay 12—20m inside the eastern boundienclosure G1, perhaps
suggesting this side of the enclosure still surdivethe landscape in some
form or other.

The trenches were 0.4-0.9m wide and genecally2m deep. Their profiles
varied across the site; some had steep, nearalesittes and relatively flat
bases, whilst others were more concave in pragge Figures 8—10). The
trenches were fairly evenly spaced, generally bdifgm apart.

The fills of all the trenches generally comprisesiregle mixed deposit of mid
brown-grey to mid red-brown clay silt; all showedderate to strong signs of
bioturbation with some exhibiting a slightly hunmature. The east end of
trench SG10 had clearly been re-cut (see Figure 9).

Two features were likely to be associated withdhkivation trenches. A
shallow pit SG16 (Figure 11) was located at the ead of trench SG11 and a
rather irregular, shallow spread of mid brown-gecly silt SG20 was present
at the end of, and patrtially overlying, trench SG5.

Pottery sherds dating from the late Bronze Ageydaoh Age through to the
early Roman period were recovered from the culovatrenches. As with the
pottery from enclosure G1, its much abraded nauggests that its
provenance is questionable.

Also assigned to this phase is an oval-shapedJint&asuring 2m x 1.4m
andc. 0.5m deep, located between trenches SG4 and S@4d€ 11). It
produced several sherds of early Roman potteryedflsaw four pieces of
Roman roof tile, a brick fragment and fragments obtary quern.

Phase 3: Modern

A number of modern features G4 were observed sedtross the site.
They included a number of postholes characterigaghiker fills, frequently
containing brick fragments, concrete and remnahtisnier posts. Two lines
of postholes possibly associated with a fencewaee located near the
southern boundary of the site truncating one ottiigvation trenches.

A series of deposits likely to have been for langlthe ground for the Howe
Dell School playing field were visible along theuio-eastern limits of the
site. These deposits overlay the enclosure ditclaigél contained frequent
fragments of modern building material, glass aral.co

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 8
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Another area of modern disturbance was locatedgalom western edge of the
site in the form of a semi-circular hollow, filledth soil interspersed with
modern building material, iron fragments and coal.

2.5 Phase 4: Undated

A somewhat isolated posthole G5 was located betwenultivation area and

enclosure ditch G1. It produced no finds, althouglill differed to that of
the modern postholes in G4.

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 9
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3. ARTEFACTS

3.1 Pottery

3.1.1 Methodology

For each context, pottery was recorded by fabpe ignd quantified by
minimum sherd count and weight. Where possibléeppwas dated by
individual fabric and / or form type, and was useassist in determining site
chronology.

3.1.2 Quantification

Forty-five pottery sherds, representing 25 vesddé3g) were recovered from
features assigned to Phases 1 and 2 (Table 1).

Phase  Sherd No. % Sherd Wt (9) % Wt
1 22 48.9 59 35.3
2 23 51.1 108 64.7
Total 45 100 167 100

Table 1 Pottery quantification by Phase

3.1.3 Pottery Type Series

Fabrics are summarised below (Table 2), using tggkes and common names
in accordance with the Bedfordshire Ceramic TypgeSecurrently

maintained by Albion Archaeology, and from whomailed fabric

descriptions are available.

Fabric Type Common name Sherd No Wit (9)
Pre-Roman
FO1A Coarse flint 1 5
FO1B Fine flint 3 8
FO1C Flint and quartz 15 36
FO3 Grog and sand 1 8
F28 Fine sand 1 1
F29 Coarse sand 10 28
F39 Grog and mica 3 16
34 102
Roman
R0O6B Coarse grey ware 1 5
RO6C Fine grey ware 3 51
RO6D Micaceous grey ware 4 4
R13 Shell 2 4
10 64
UNID Unidentified / undatable 1 1
1 1

Table 2: Pottery Type Series

3.1.4 Provenance, phasing and date range
Pottery was collected from 15 features within tite. SAll sherds are highly
abraded and survive in poor condition, as evideihgea low average sherd
weight of only 4g.

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 10
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3.1.5

3.1.6

3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

Phase 1

Eleven vessels, represented by 22 abraded flinpe¢ead and quartz-rich body
sherds (599) derived from enclosure G1. Datimgablematic, due to an
absence of diagnostic vessel forms, although teadstare likely to span the
late Bronze Age — early Iron Age period.

Phase 2

Cultivation trenches G2 yielded twelve abradedRosan sherds (439).
Nine are flint-tempered and quartz-rich body shestnsilar to those of the
preceding phase. A partial base angle is thefeatere sherd. Three sherds
are grog-tempered, deriving from a wheel throwte leon Age cordoned
vessel. One additional sherd is too fragmentarydentification, although
may be of early Iron Age origin.

Ten early Roman pottery sherds recovered fromvaiitin trenches G2 (99)
and pit G3 (55g) comprise locally manufactured oedlusand-tempered coarse
wares, and two shelly sherds. All are highly abthdFeature sherds are a jar
or beaker base, and an everted rim.

Ceramic Building Material

Methodology

For each context, ceramic building material (backl tile) was recorded by
fabric type and form, and quantified by minimumgirgent count and weight.
Where possible, the ceramic building material was dated.

Quantification, variety, provenance and date

Phase 1

Rectilinear enclosure G1

Enclosure G1 yielded two abraded pieces of postiewatiflat roof tile

(1319), and two brick fragments (257g). The latier rather amorphous; they
may be of either Roman or later date.

Phase 2

Cultivation trenches G2

Four sand-tempered flat roof tile fragments (87g)ast-medieval or later
date occurred as intrusive finds in G2.

Roman pit G3

Roman building material recovered from pit G3 coisgs four pieces of
flanged roof tile (tegula) and a brick fragmentdgtaveight 1.6kg). Although
abraded, fragments are sizeable, with an averagghinaf 327g. Tegulae are
of standard form and are 17-28mm thick. The bme&asures 30mm in
thickness.

Phase 3

Modern postholes G4

Five abraded pieces of sand-tempered post-medieical (147g) were
recovered from G4.

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 11
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3.3  Non-Ceramic Artefacts

3.3.1 Methodology
Each object was assigned a preliminary identificatind quantified by
number and/or weight. No further analysis is reepli

3.3.2 Quantification, variety, provenance and date
Phase 1
Rectilinear enclosure G1
Two worked flints comprise a hard hammer struckagy flake, and a
combination tool. The latter is an end scrapeth wotches on the lateral
edges, one to either side of the scraper end. IBth sustained post-
depositional damage.
Phase 2
Cultivation trenches G2
Worked flints comprise a hard hammer struck prinfiake, a tertiary flake, a
large cortical flake / core fragment with a fewnoav flake scars on its dorsal
surface, and a possible late Neolithic to late BeoAge core fragment. The
latter has two squat flake removals, no platforepgration, and has suffered
post depositional damage.
An undatable, broken copper alloy rod (Registeretéfact 3 — see below) was
also recovered.
RA3. Copper alloy. Rod. Solid cast rounded objeatkén both ends. One end flares slightly, opposing
end damaged with irregular changdlOmm diameter. L. 48.4mm; max. w.7mm; max th. $rBm
Pit G3
The feature contained an end scraper (Registerefiaét 1 — see below), and
a secondary flint flake, the latter of probable IAeolithic to late Bronze Age
date. Fragments of a lava rotary quern (Registarezfact 2 — see below),
broadly datable to the Roman period were also reeok
RAL. Scraper. Opaque dark brown with grey impéides. End scraper, cortex remaining on part of
one lateral edge and proximal end. Struck thraaagtex. L. 42mm
RA2. Quern. Lava. Three joining pieces of flaarg quern, worn and eroded grinding surface, upper
surface flat possibly pecked, no edges survive. 30tbmm; 661g. Roman

3.4  Animal Bone
No animal bone was recovered during the investgati

3.5 Plant Remains, Insect Remains and Molluscs
Six bulk soil samples, each 30 litres, were takemnd the excavation to test
for the presence of charred plant remains. Thempiall for specific pollen
analysis of the cultivation trench fills was alsmsidered during the
fieldwork. However, the highly minerogenic and digture of the soil
indicated there was little potential for the sualief pollen (Dr. Gill Cruise
pers. comn). The mix of gravelly sand and clay soils alsdicated that there
was high potential for contamination and generadimgi, which would have
undermined the usefulness of any resuitil ().

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 12
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Of the bulk samples, 20 litres from cultivationrtcbes G2, 10 litres from
enclosure ditch G1 and 10 litres from pit G3 werecpssed for assessment
purposes. The results are summarised below.

Samples <1>and<3> Vol. 20l. Cultivation trench fills (1042; SG9) and
(1059; SG7).

Small and rooty flots with small assemblage of okdgrain fragments and
sparse amount of charcoal. The flots, as welhasédsidue of sample <1>,
also contained naturally formed iron concretioNery limited analytical
potential.

Sample <4>Vol. 10l. Enclosure ditch fill (1079; G1)

Cereal grain and charcoal present in low conceatrat Sample also contains
natural concretions similar to those found in tbhiieation trench samples.
Very limited analytical potential.

Sample <8>Vol. 10I. Pit fill (1081; G3).

Larger flot than above mentioned samples but veojyr Contains a small
amount of charcoal, of which the two larger pieaesabraded, and occasional
charred seeds. Very limited analytical potential.

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 13
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ANALYTICAL POTENTIAL OF THE DATA

4.1

4.2

421

Research Objectives

Following assessment of the results of the fieldward the analytical
potential of the recovered data, it is apparertttti@original objectives of the
project, as set out in the WSI (Albion Archaeol@pi2b), are still to a certain
extent valid and achievable.

The strip, map and record investigation revealadl e activity within the

site is likely to be later than that originally indted during the evaluation.
However, the original objectives focus on charasiieg activities associated
with field systems and enclosures are still applieand would contribute to
research themes regarding the agrarian economladdise of the later
prehistoric and Roman periods (Bryant 2000, 166&4ding and Plouviez 2000,
21; Medlycott 2011, 29-31, 46-47).

Following the strip, map and record investigatigpecific questions about the
site include:

 What is the nature of the revealed cultivation area

 What is the date of the cultivation area and hoesdorelate to the earlier
enclosure?

* What was grown in the cultivation area?

* How does the cultivation area relate to the widertemporary landscape?

Contextual Data

The later prehistoric to Roman features withinghie have undoubtedly
suffered some degree of truncation due to the,lptest-medieval and modern
ploughing that is known to have occurred on the. silowever, the depth of
the revealed archaeological deposits indicatesthiea¢ is still enough scope
for the contextual data to potentially contribuietie research objectives of
the project.

The type and character of the features do enabhe smalysis of the site as a
discreet entity, though more light can be shed®nature through
comparisons with other similar sites investigatisgwhere. The later
prehistoric to early Roman remains revealed withesite are discussed
chronologically below, with reference to comparadites elsewhere and its
relationship to the surrounding landscape.

Late Bronze Age — Iron Age enclosureg 1000-100 BC)

The enclosure G1 is likely to represent part atklfsystem located away
from any settlement focus — no contemporary stmattevidence was
revealed within the site. Its relationship witle flater cultivation trenches (see
below) may suggest that the area had already lag&en into cultivation by

this time.

Though the recovered pottery sherds date to tkeBainze Age — early Iron
Age, their highly abraded nature means that they mo& provide an accurate
date for the enclosure but may rather derive franealier phase of activity in

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 14
Assessment of Potential and Updated Project Design



Albion Archaeology

4.2.2

the wider vicinity. The spatial relationship o&tbnclosure with the later
cultivation trenches tends to corroborate this tpeionplying that the
enclosure could be closer in date to these, pgssidly Roman, features than
the later prehistoric pottery suggests.

Similar enclosures and boundary ditches definiegsuwassociated with later
cultivation are known from sites in HertfordshiredaCambridgeshire (Oxford
Archaeology East 2009, 9; Cambridge Archaeoloditat 2007, 38) (see
below).

Later Iron Age - early Roman cultivation trenches €. 100 BC to AD 150)

The layout and nature of the parallel trenchesiwitihe site indicate they are
undoubtedly associated with crop cultivation, tHouwdhether they represent
drainage ditches associated with raised cultivatieds or trenches which held
the crops themselves is more difficult to ascert@nth theories have been
suggested for trenches of a similar nature invatgat several sites within
Hertfordshire and nearby counties.

Similar areas of trenches, also seemingly assakiaitd earlier enclosures or
boundaries, have been investigated near Barkwhigitfordshire (Oxford
Archaeology East 2009) and in Trumpington (Camteidgchaeology Unit
2007) and Caldecote (Kenny 2007) in CambridgesHiggger cultivation
areas have been investigated at Wollaston in Nampi@nshire (Browret al
2001) and, more recently, at Ampthill in BedforashiNorthamptonshire
Archaeology 2010)

The sites investigated at Wollaston and Ampthitidarced strong evidence for
the growing of crops within the trenches themseluw&sWollaston, the sides
of the trenches featured postholes, which wereprééed as evidence for crop
supports. At both sites, root bowls were evideithiw the bases of the
trenches. No such features were apparent witleitdtbwe Dell trenches, nor
those investigated at Trumpington or Barkway.

Interpretation of the trenches at Barkway tendehtds the theory that they
represented drainage ditches cut either side sédagultivation beds. Like
those at Howe Dell, the trenches were spacdd5m apart and ran down-hill
presumably to aid drainage. However, several feataf the trenches at
Howe Dell suggest this theory is unlikely. Theatelely deep termini of the
trenches and a general lack of evidence for thegsaey re-cutting that would
have been needed to maintain the ditches sugdestsvould not have
functioned well for drainage. The fills within ttreenches at Howe Dell also
appeared rather mixed from bioturbation and slightimic in places as was
also noted at Trumpington; both characteristicsvamee indicative of a rich
cultivation soil. In addition, the volume of sexkcavated from the trenches
would seem insufficient for the ridging of bedsloit width.

If plants were indeed grown within the trencheblaive Dell, then the nature
of that crop is somewhat uncertain. The trenchdswampington were
interpreted as being for the growing of a root ¢crmgmely asparagus. This
conclusion appears to be largely based on a laekidénce for the supports
needed for growing taller crops, such as grapesyiaed the fact that
asparagus was a favoured Roman vegetable. Howkwer assume the 4-5m
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4.3

spacing between the trenches at Howe Dell is dedipoth for access and to
allow enough light to the crop, this would seemessive for a root crop that
does not grow patrticularly high.

It therefore seems on balance that the trenchids\aé Dell were designed for
a tall-growing crop; the relatively large spacirggween the rows and their
alignment would be favourable for maximising thghti available to such a
crop. In the absence of any environmental remé#masidentity of this crop
can only be guessed at, though vines for growiageg are an obvious
candidate, as has been suggested at many sinidarssich as Wollaston,
Ampthill and Caldecote. Although no post- or stakles for vine supports
were evident at Howe Dell, such structures didnemtessarily need to be
substantial or even permanent (White 1970). diss quite possible that these
potentially shallow features have been truncatethbye recent agricultural
activity on the site, particularly by ploughing thg the post-medieval and
modern periods.

As with the sites mentioned above, the latest shefgottery recovered from
the Howe Dell trenches indicate the cultivationeanas in use during the later
Iron Age — early Roman period, though their highibyaded condition
suggests any dating should be treated with caufl¢me inclusion of several
earlier pottery types corroborates the theory tinatpottery is likely to have
been brought in from occupation sites in the wideinity, probably
incorporated into manure for the crops. Therdaneknown late prehistoric
or Roman occupation sites in the vicinity; late e Age/early Iron Age
settlement activity was identified at Hatfield Adromec. 1.6km to the west
(MoLAS 2002) and large numbers of prehistoric workents (HER1847)
have been found in a stream bank in a woatDOm to the south-east of the
site However, the Hatfield area is likely to have beemb to several late
Iron Age and Roman farmsteads, lying as it doewédmt the established
Roman settlements of St Albans and Welwyn; fragsiehRoman roof tile
and quern stone recovered from a, presumably rappisG3 within the
cultivation area hint at the presence of such agthearby.

Artefactual and Ecofactual Data

The recovery of a small pottery assemblage addsrtent knowledge of the
occurrence and distribution of ceramics within libeality. However, its
fragmentary condition, and the absence of diagoesisel forms, or other
defining elements reduce the material’s value esranological indicator.
The fragmented and abraded nature of the pottgyyesis it may not be
representative of the date of the features fronthiderived, and may
merely be indicative of an earlier phase of agtiintthe wider vicinity. Flint
and quartz-rich wares are known to occur broadiynfthe late Bronze Age
into the Iron Age period. The only pre-Roman pgtighich can be dated
with any certainty is the late Iron Age grog-tengzecordoned vesset.(100
BC—-AD 50).

The small Roman assemblage comprises genericiRarhan coarse wares, of
probable local manufacture, which, like the eanieterial is highly abraded
and survives in poor condition.
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The non-ceramic assemblage, comprising mainly vasidorked flints, and
an undatable metal object, is similarly unhelpflihe only object which may
be contemporary with the feature in which it ocedris the Roman rotary
quern.

Consequently, the artefactual assemblage has eatgdtfor further analysis.

Similarly, the paucity of seed, grain and chargeahains within the
environmental samples, coupled with the fact thatfew present within the
cultivation trenches are likely to have been brdugtwith soil from
elsewhere, indicates that further analysis is @tjiko yield useful information
about the site.
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UPDATED PROJECT DESIGN

5.1

5.2

5.3

Introduction

Assessment of the data from the investigationgridisated that it has no
potential for further analysis, beyond that presdnh this report, principally
due to the paucity and nature of the artefactudlesnofactual assemblages.
The area of the cultivation trenches is also gemtell in comparison to those
recorded elsewhere and, at present, cannot beldirelated to any known
associated settlement site.

However, the results of the work do add to a growindy of evidence
regarding the nature and distribution of specialisp cultivation during the
late Iron Age — Roman period. Accordingly, theutesof the investigations
will be disseminated further as set out below.

Publication

This report will be uploaded onto the ADS OnlinecAss to the Index of
Archaeological Investigations (OASIS ref: albiondd2456). In addition, a
summary will be published iBritannia, the journal of the Roman Society.
The summary will be cross-referenced to the onASIS entry, which will
allow interested readers to access the more detaflermation in this
document.

Archiving

Following the approval of this document by the edshire County Planning
Archaeologist the archive of materials (subjedhilandowner’s permission)
and all accompanying records will be deposited Wth Green Museum
(accession no. WEWHM:2012.37).
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1. APPENDIX 1: CONTEXTUAL DATA
PhaseGroup SN Sub-group description Cantzy Feature‘
no. no. no.

| 1.00 1.00 1.0qCuts of enclosure boundary ditch 306 306
| 1074 1073
| 1079 107§
| 1014 1014
| 1017 1014
| 1074 1074
| 1049 1049
| 1083 1083
| 1064 1064
| 1044 104§
| 504 504
| 1087 1083
| 404 404
| 310 319
| 1074 107q
| 1.00 1.00 2.00Sole and upper fills of enclosure boundary ditch 1079 1074
| 1077 1074
| 1047 1049
| 1079 107§
| 307 306
| 1074 1073
| 1084 1083
| 311 319
| 1014 1014
| 4058 404
| 505 504
| 1065 1064
| 2.00 2.00 3.00Most north-westerly cultivation trench 100§ 1004
| 10894 1087
| 1004 1004
| 1087 1087
| 1004 100§
| 1004 100§
| 1007 1004
| 1009 100¢
| 2.00 2.00 4.00Cultivation trench truncating entrance of enclosure 309 309
| 308 308
| 1119 1109
| 1109 1109
| 1034 1033
| 1039 103§
| 1034 103§
| 313 312
| 1033 1033
| 31§ 314
| 314 314
| 314 317
| 2.00 2.00 5.00Cultivation trench 101d 101d
| 1089 1089

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire:
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1

PhaseGroup SN Sub-group description Canizd ~eeility
no. no. no.

| 1014 1014
| 1013 1013
| 1014 1014
| 1011 101d
| 1090 1089
1014 1017

2.00 2.00 6.00Cultivation trench 1094 1091
1091 1091

2.00 2.00 7.0QCultivation trench 1054 105§

| 1093 1093
| 1059 105§
1094 1093

2.00 2.00 8.0(0Cultivation trench 1049 104§
1044 1044

2.00 2.00 9.00Cultivation trench 1041 1041

| 1031 1031
| 1037 1031
| 1044 1049
| 1094 1099
| 1099 1099
| 1043 1049
| 1042 1041
| 200 2.0  10.0(Cultivation trench 1064 1064
| 1067 10664
| 1069 106§
| 1097 1097
| 1099 1097
| 1064 106g
| 200 2.0  11.0(Cultivation trench 1053 1053
| 1054 1054
| 1099 1099
| 1100 1099
| 1059 1054
| 1050 1054
| 1057 1053
| 1051 105(
| 200 2.0  12.0(Cultivation trench 1067 1063
| 1102 1101
| 1101 1101
| 1063 1063
| 1061 1064
106q 106(

2.00 2.00 13.0(Cultivation trench 1103 11093
1104 1109

2.00 2.00 14.0(Cultivation trench 609 608

| 1021 102g
| 1024 1023
| 1023 1023
| 608 609
| 1109 110§
| 613 612
| 1104 1109
| 612 612

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire:
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1

PhaseGroup SN Sub-group description Canizd ~eeility
no. no. no.

| 607 606
| 606 606
| 605 604
| 604 604
| 1029  102q
| 200 2.0  15.0(Cultivation trench 1040 1039
| 1104 1107
| 1107 1107
| 1037 1037
| 1039 1037
1039 1039

2.00 2.00 16.0(0Pit at NE end of cultivation trench SG11 1054 1056
1057 1056

2.00 3.00 17.0¢Oval-shaped pit located between trenches SG4 as 1081 108C
1087 108(

3.00 4.00 18.00Modern postholes, truncating cultivation trench 8G| 1028 1026

| 1024 1024
| 1029 1024
| 1027 1024
| 1114 1111
| 1029 1029
| 1030 1029
| 1111 1111
| 1024 102q
| 400 5.0  19.0(Isolated post hole 108§ 1089
| 1084 108§

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire:
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8. APPENDIX 2: HER SUMMARY SHEET

Site name and address:

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field

County: Hertfordshire District: Welwyn Hatfield
Village/Town: Hatfield Parish: Hatfield
Planning application referenc&2628-11

HER Enquiry reference: 104/11

Client name, address, and tel. no.:

Hertfordshire County Council, Hertfordshire Progert

Room 308, County Hall, Pegs Lane

Hertford

Nature of application:

Erection of a special school and associated infrefstre

Present land use: disused playing field

Size of application area: 1.2ha | Size of area investigated: 0.65ha
NGR (to 8 figures): TL 2261 0825

Site code (if applicable): HDS1823

Site director/Organization: Robert Wardill / Albidwwchaeology

Type of work:

Strip, Map and Record Investigation

Date of work: | Start: 06.08.12 | Finish: 24.08.12
Location of finds & site archive/Curating museum:

Mill Green Museum

Related HER Nos: Periods represented:
Late Bronze Age

Iron Age

Roman

Relevant previous summaries/reports

Albion Archaeology, 2011Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, tferdshire:
Heritage Asset Statemeldbcument 2011/87.

Albion Archaeology, 201Z-ormer Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, tferdshire:
Archaeological Trial Trench EvaluatioMocument 2012/62.

Albion Archaeology, 201Z-ormer Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, tferdshire:
Written Scheme of Investigation for ArchaeologBtlp, Map and Record Investigation.
Document 2012/91.

Summary of fieldwork results:

Strip, Map and Record investigation revealed teintparallel linear trenches which, due to thei
shape, size and regular spacing are likely to sgmitecultivation trenches. In the absence of any
environmental remains, the identity of the crop oaly be guessed at, although the large spacing
between the trenches suggests it is likely to Heen a tall-growing crop. Vines for growing

grapes are an obvious candidate, as has been tedjgésnany similar sites such as Wollaston
(Northants.), Ampthill (Beds.) and Caldecote (Camb4 limited pottery assemblage suggests the
cultivation area is likely to date to the laterrirAge — early Roman period.

The eastern extent of the planting area was defigetie eastern boundary ditch of a seemingl
earlier rectangular enclosure; its relationshighwiite later cultivation trenches suggests the

possibility that this area was already under catton during the earlier Iron Age or even the late
Bronze Age.

A single rubbish pit containing Roman pottery, kréad roof tile was located within the
cultivation area.

Author of summary: W. Keir | Date of summary: 01.G2.3
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9. APPENDIX 3: OASIS DATA COLLECTION FORM

OASIS ID albionarl-142456

PROJECT DETAILS

Project name Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield

Short description of the project:-

Hertfordshire County Council has granted planniagmssion (application 6/2628-11) for the erecti

of a special school and associated infrastructiutieeaformer Howe Dell School playing field, Woods

Avenue, Hatfield. As the development site lieshimtan area of archaeological sensitivity, the
Hertfordshire County Planning Archaeologist (CPégammended that a condition was attached tg
planning consent requiring the implementation pf@egramme of archaeological work. The first sta
of the archaeological work (trial trench evalualiams completed in April 2012. On the basis of the
results and in accordance with the National PlagnRialicy Framework, the CPA advised that a stri
map, and record investigation was required withanfootprint of the development area. The
investigation revealed thirteen parallel lineantiees which, due to their shape, size and regular
spacing, are likely to represent cultivation tregehIn the absence of any environmental remaiss,
identity of the crop can only be guessed at, thabhgharge spacing between the trenches suggests
likely to have been a tall-growing crop. Vines fipowing grapes are an obvious candidate, as has
been suggested at many similar sites such as Wwil@sorthants.), Ampthill (Beds.) and Caldecote
(Cambs.). A limited pottery assemblage suggeststitivation area is likely to date to the lateml
Age — early Roman period. The eastern extenteopthnting area was defined by the eastern
boundary ditch of a seemingly earlier rectanguteni@sure; its relationship with the later cultivati
trenches suggests the possibility that this aremsal@ady under cultivation during the earlier Ifge
or even the late Bronze Age. A rubbish pit contejrRoman pottery, brick and roof tile was locatec
within the cultivation area.

)

Project dates Start: 06-08-2012 End: 24-08-2012

Previous/future work Yes/ No

Any associated project reference codes | HDS1823 - Contracting Unit No.
WEWHM: 2012.37 - Museum accession ID
albionar1-152122 - OASIS form ID

Type of project Recording project
Site Status None
Current Land use Other 14 - Recreational usage
Monument type CULTIVATION TRENCH Roman
PIT Roman
DITCH Late Iron Age
Significant Finds POTTERY Late Bronze Age

POTTERY Early Iron Age
POTTERY Late Iron Age
POTTERY Roman

TILE Roman

Investigation type ""Open-area excavation™

Prompt Planning condition

PROJECT LOCATION

Country England

Site location HERTFORDSHIRE WELWYN HATFIELD
HATFIELD Former Howe Dell School Playing Field

Study area 0.65 Hectares
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Site coordinates

TL 22611 08254

PROJECT CREATORS

Name of Organisation

Albion Archaeology

Project brief originator No Brief
Project design originator Albion Archaeology
Project director/manager Robert Wardill

Project supervisor

Wiebke Starke

PROJECT ARCHIVES

Physical Archive Exists

Yes

Physical Archive recipient

Mill Green Museum

Physical Archive 1D

WEWHM:2012.37

Physical Archive Contents

"Ceramics","Worked stone/lithics"

Digital Archive recipient

Albion Archaeology

Digital Media available

"Database","GIS","Images raster / digital
photography","Text"

Paper Archive recipient

Mill Green Museum

Paper Archive ID

WEWHM:2012.37

Paper Media available

"Context sheet","Correspondence"”,"Miscellaseou
Material","Photograph","Plan","Report","&&t"’

Paper Archive notes

To be stored at Albion Archaeology until deposition

PROJECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 1

Publication type

Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

Title Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield,
Hertfordshire: Assessment of Potential and Updated
Project Design

Author(s)/Editor(s) Keir, W. and Starke, W

Other bibliographic details 2013/22

Date 2013

Issuer or publisher Albion Archaeology

Place of issue or publication Bedford

Description

Comb bound report

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 26
Assessment of Potential and Updated Project Design



Albion Archaeology

ORD

Site Boundary

Area of strip, map and
record

Outline of proposed
new school, parking

The former and play areas
ngﬁ Dle” o =:— Archaeological trench
¢hoo €.25mx1.6m
Figure 1: Location of site and area of excavation
This map is based upon Ordnance Survey materibltwit permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf@fG@bntroller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office @@n Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyrightl may lead to prosecution or civil proceedi@gsntral Bedfordshire Council. Licence No. 100049(2®12)
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I:I Excavated segment
- Late Bronze Age — Iron Age, G1

- Late Iron Age — Roman, G2 and G3

Modern, G4
- Undated, G5

- « == Limit of excavation

== = == : Trjal trenches

% Layer of archaeological interest

- Vegetation holes and geological variations

Figure 2: All features plan showing all Assessment Groups

- Segments excavated in evaluation (Albion 2012)
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Figure 4: Phase 2 features
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Segment [1016], SW-facing section
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Segment [1076], SE-facing section

Figure 5: Enclosure ditch G1, sections and photographs
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Figure 6: Enclosure ditch G1, sections and photographs
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Figure 7: Photographs of excavation area and layout of cultivation trenches
(Top: looking north. Bottom: looking north-east)
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Cultivation trench SG3.
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\[1058]
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Cultivation trench SG 7, segment
[1058], NE-facing section

Figure 8: Cultivation trenches SG3 and SG7, sections and photographs
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Cultivation trench SG10, segment [1068], NE-facsegtion

SE NW
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Area of
rooting
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Cultivation trench SG15, segment
[1039], NE-facing section

Figure 9: Cultivation trenches SG10 and SG15, sections and photographs
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Cultivation trench SG14, Segment [1020]
SW-facing section

SE NW
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30 7:

0.5m

Cultivation trench SG14, segment
[1022], NE-facing section

Figure 10: Cultivation trench SG14, sections and photographs

Former Howe Dell School Playing Field, Hatfield, Hertfordshire: 36
Assessment of Potential and Updated Project Design



Albion Archaeology

W E
86.04:m OC
N\

Rooting [1056, SG16]|

0.5m

Pit SG16 of G2, south-facing section
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[1080]
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Pit G3, south-facing section,
A = |ocation of registered artefact

Figure 11: Pit SG16 (G2) and Pit G3, sections and photographs
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