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Non-Technical Summary

Planning permission (13/01540/FUL) was granted bgtENorthamptonshire District
Council for the development of land to the rea2®fHigh Street, Irthlingborough.
Condition 17 required a programme of archaeologmwalrk in accordance with a
written scheme of investigation.

The County Archaeological Advisor (CAA) advised tha first stage of archaeological
works should comprise an archaeological field ea#ibin (trial trenching) to assess the
archaeological potential of the site.

The trial trench evaluation was undertaken on 18phil 2016. The trench was 8m
long, 1.6m wide and. 0.95m deep.

The only archaeological features present were tikchds of post-medieval /modern
date.

The features may represent backyard boundariesopfgpties that fronted onto the
High Street. They may also have functioned asdge ditches, running from the high
ground to the north-west to the low ground to tbetk-east.

The absence of any earlier features, deposits @facts suggests that the area to the
north of the High Street was first utilised in {h@st-medieval period with the medieval
settlement associated with the 12th-century chofc®t Peter being restricted to south
of the High Street.

The ditches identified within the site are of ngiplie significance and have no potential
to address regional archaeological research agendhe findings of the evaluation
also suggest that the development of the sitehale little or no significant
archaeological impact.

Land to the rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire: i
Archaeological Field Evaluation



Albion Archaeology

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Background

Planning permission (13/01540/FUL) was granted astEorthamptonshire
District Council for the development of land to ttear of 22 High Street,
Irthlingborough. Condition 17 required a programoh@rchaeological work in
accordance with a written scheme of investigation.

17. No development shall take place within the application site until the applicant, or their
agents or successors in title, has secured the implementation of a programme of
archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been
submitted by the applicant and approved in writing by the local planning authority.

Reason: To ensure that features of archaeological interest are properly examined and
recorded, in accordance with NPPF Paragraph 141.

The County Archaeological Advisor (CAA) advised dpplicant that the first
stage of archaeological works should compriseld &ealuation (trial
trenching) to assess the archaeological poterftifileosite. Dependent on

findings, further stages of archaeological work mige required in order to
mitigate the impact of development.

Albion Archaeology was commissioned to produce i&ew scheme of
investigation (WSI) for the archaeological trisriching in accordance with the
brief issued by the CAA (NCC 2016), and to undezttie fieldwork. The WSI
(Albion Archaeology 2016) was approved by the CAfadvance of the
fieldwork.

The results of the trial trenching are set ouhis teport.

1.2  Site Location, Topography and Geology

The site comprises a roughly rectangular brownfgdd lying behind the
buildings fronting Irthlingborough High Street aadcessed via Warren Close
(Figure 1). It measures 320 square metres and is centred on NGR SP 9466
7074, at a height af. 64m OD. The underlying geology is glacial tilleslying
bedrock of the great oolite group (a mixture ofdstane, limestone and
argillaceous rock).

1.3 Archaeological Background

The site lies within the area of historic settlenemd close to a number of
archaeological find spots. There are a numbestd#d 18th-century buildings
(e.g., nos. 46 and 3/3a) on the High Street whicis to the south of the site; the
14th-century Market Cross, located 75m to the ebste site, is Grade 1 listed.
The Church of St Peter lies 160m to the south. chuech has 12th-century
origins but was completely rebuilt in the 13th cept The probable route of a
Roman road from Lowick to Irchester is recordedhing along High
Street/Station Road.

Irthlingborough is first recorded &stlingaburhin AD 780, a€Edinburnein
Domesday Book of 1086 and Egrtlingberiin 1137. The Old English place
name yrlinga = ploughman anbtlurg) suggests a fortified location for protecting
cattle during the early Saxon period (Ekwall 19866). This may have been
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located on Crow Hill, 1.4km north-east of the sitdere a 13th-century furlong
name Aldenboroughrefers to the promontory fortified in the Iron &gnd
Roman period.

The 1808 Inclosure map shows the developmentrsiv@én space behind
buildings set back from the High Street. The Isale@ and subsequent OS maps
indicate that the site remained open until at l#estL970s and that its existing
eastern boundary remained constant. A small mgldhown on the Inclosure
map as abutting this boundary may have been loedatbdh the boundary of the
site, although the existing buildings in and arotimelsite are all relatively
recently built.

Evidence for Iron Age, Roman and medieval settldrhas been found within
500m of the site, mostly south of the High StréeEhe site lies to the north of
the High Street and, therefore, on the periphetheknown settlement area.

Evidence for Iron Age and Roman settlement wasrdsxtbduring excavations
at Lime Street in 2001-2, some 250m east of tlee Jihe Iron Age phase was
represented by a ring ditch and several pits. ndtare of Roman activity was
less clear, although a small rectangular enclosamdsa cluster of small pits
were excavated. The archaeological work also teddhat the western part of
the site, closest to the current development, diccantain archaeological
deposits or finds.

Further to the east, excavations at All Saints’ I€hun the 1960s produced a
significant quantity of Roman pottery and buildimgterial. This further
suggests that the focus of the Roman settlemerb lthe east.

Closer to the site a small quantity of Roman pgtiesis found on the frontage
of St Peter’s Lane. This was also mixed with Ba&xon and medieval sherds.

Unstratified finds of Romano-British date were fdumhen the Market Cross
was moved slightly during road improvement workd@65. These finds had
presumably been disturbed during the erection®tthss in the 13th century.

Saxon activity was also identified during excavasiat the former allotment site
at Lime Street. Although the exact nature of theis unclear, a series of
ditches, gullies and pits containing late Saxorngrgtwas identified.

The medieval core of Irthlingborough was locatesliad the churches of St
Peter (160m to the south) and All Saints (420nhédast). The excavations at
Lime Street also identified a 14th-century mandaam, including boundary
walls, a large barn, malthouse, dovecote, rubbitsanal possible quarry.
Evidence of industrial activity was indicated biraestone-lined pit containing
charcoal-rich fills (Chapman 2003). The manor@hplex associated with this
site extends eastwards to the remains of All Sa@tisirch. The church was
excavated in 1965 (Brown 1966, 1969). Surrounéiaghworks thought to
represent various buildings and fishponds are raogely destroyed.

Closer to the current site, an evaluation on tteedfithe former Express Works
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on Church Street revealed remains dating to th&3ik-century in four of the
six trenches excavated on the site (AOC 2011).

1.4  Project Objectives
The objective of the evaluation was to provide infation on any
archaeological remains present and to enable ao@ipgte mitigation strategy
to be formulated, if required.

The overall aims of the investigation were:

» to establish the location, extent, nature and dbgay archaeological
features or deposits that might be present;

» to assess the integrity and state of preservafianyarchaeological
features or deposits that might be present.

» to recover artefacts to assist in the developmetyipe series within the
region

» to recover palaeo-environmental remains to detezriuoal
environmental conditions

More specifically investigation to the north of tHegh Street could add to the
results of previous work carried out in the towd anhether negative or
positive, help establish the extent of Roman andieval settlement within
Irthlingborough.

Land to the rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire: 3
Archaeological Field Evaluation



Albion Archaeology

2. METHODOLOGY

The trial trench evaluation was undertaken on Bgthl 2016. The trench was
8m long, 1.6m wide and 0.95m deep.

The trench was opened using a mechanical excafiti¢ok with a flat-edged
bucket and operated by an experienced driver uridse archaeological
supervision.

Any potential archaeological features were cleargdavated by hand and
recorded using Albion Archaeology’s pro forma skegkll deposits were
assigned a unique context number commencing at E&6h trench was
subsequently drawn and photographed as appropriate.

The standards and requirements set out in theAolipdocuments were adhered
to throughout the project:

« Albion Archaeology | Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwaind ed.

2001)
* Archaeological Archaeological Archives: A Guide to best practice
Archives Forum in creation, compilation, transfer and curati¢dnd
ed. 2011)
» Historic England Management of Research Projects in the Historic
Environment PPN3: Archaeological Excavation
(2008)

Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory
and practice of methods, from sampling and
recovery to post-excavatior2r(d ed. 2011)
 CIfA Charter and By-lawCode of Condud2014)
Standard and guidance for archaeological field
evaluation(2014)
Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of
archaeological material§2014)
« Northamptonshire | Northamptonshire Archaeological Archives
Archaeological Standard(2014)
Resource Centre

The HER Event UID number is ENN108296. The Oasiisrence for the
project is albionar1-246827.
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3. RESULTS

3.1 Introduction

All features and deposits found within the trig@rtch are described
chronologically below and shown on Figure 2. DOethinformation on features
and deposits can be found in Appendix 1. The actefrecovered from the
features and deposits are summarised within tictsose

3.2 Overburden and Geological Deposits

The overburden layers and undisturbed geologiqabsieare described from
top to bottom in order of deposition. All the overden layers contained
occasional sherds of willow pattern pottery, modaotile glass and brick and
tile fragments (not retained for higher layers).

(100) — tarmac over concrete, the extant surfad@07m thick.
(101) — a levelling layer of type 1 and modern bfragmentsg¢. 0.08m thick.
(102) — a former tarmac surface0.10m thick.

(108) — a levelling layer of light orange-grey spmthy,c. 0.16m thick (present
at south-west end of trench only).

(103) — a levelling layer of re-deposited natucal).17m thick.

(107) — a levelling layer of dark orange brown c$dy; c. 0.25m thick (present
at south-west end of trench only).

(104) — a former surface comprising black silt watial fragments;. 0.1-0.14m
thick. Collected artefacts from this layer wer@tsherds (549) of late
17th—18th-century iron-glazed earthenware (B}i26d single pieces
of post-medieval bottle glass (18g), modern rdef(®3g) and
undiagnostic animal bone (2g).

(105) — a former topsoil of mid grey-brown claytsil 0.16—0.25m thick.
Collected artefacts from this layer were nine pgtsherds (549)
ranging in date from the late 17th—20th centurgbries represented are
iron-glazed earthenware (F426), Creamware (F4fd)ster-printed
ware (F416), China (F430), and miscellaneous mogdkazed flatware
(F1000).

(106) — a layer of disturbed geological depositsnprising light orange clay-silt
with patches of former topsoil (10%),0.05m thick.

(109) — the undisturbed geological deposit wast igilow-orange sandy clay
with ‘seams’ of light grey sandstone.

! Fabric type defined in accordance with the Northmshire County Ceramic Type Series
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3.3 Archaeological Features and Deposits
The features and deposits are discussed in date foorn earliest to latest.

3.3.1 Post-medieval / modern ditches

Two shallow intercutting ditches were present witthie trench. The earlier one
[110] was on a NW-SE alignment. It was truncatgdb/N aligned ditch [112].
The ditches were sealed by the former topsoil 1&/@5).

Both ditches had concave sides with flat basesaaard bothc. 0.17m deep.

The light orange-brown clay-silt fill (111) of ditd110] contained two abraded
iron-glazed earthenware pottery sherds (12g) eflath—18th-centurgate.
The light grey-brown clay-silt fill (113) of ditcji112] contained three abraded
brick fragments (117g), single pieces of post-mealiand modern bottle glass
(79) and six pottery sherds (40g). The latter casedate 15th—17th-century
Midland Purple ware (F403), 17th—18th-century igdazed earthenware, and
modern Creamware.
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4. CONCLUSION

The only archaeological features present withinttiad trench were two ditches
of post-medieval/modern date.

The features may represent backyard boundarieopggies that fronted onto
the High Street. They may also have functionedramage ditches, running
from the high ground to the north-west to the lowund to the south-east.

The absence of any earlier features, depositdefaats suggests that the area to
the north of the High Street was first utilisedhe post-medieval period with

the medieval settlement associated with the 12tidce church of St Peter

being restricted to south of the High Street.

The ditches identified within the site are of ngiile significance and have no
potential to address regional archaeological rebegenda. The findings of the
evaluation also suggest that the development afiteewill have little or no
significant archaeological impact.
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6.

APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT DETAILS

Max Dimensions:

Co-ordinates:

Length:

OS Grid Ref.: SP
OS Grid Ref.: SP

800 m. Width: 1.60 m.
(Easting: 94664: Northing: 70756)

(Easting: 94658: Northing: 70751)

Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.88 m.

Max: 0.88 m.

Reason: Assess archaeological potential

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

100 External surface Tarmac over concrete, the extant surface, c. 0.07m thick. v []

101 Levelling layer A levelling layer of type 1 and modern brick fragments, c. 0.08m thick. L]

102 External surface A former tarmac surface, c. 0.10m thick. D

103 Levelling layer Firm light yellow grey clay silt frequent small-medium stones A levelling L]
layer of re-deposited natural, c. 0.17m thick.

104 External surface Friable dark black sandy silt A former surface comprising dark black silt vi
with coal and charcoal fragments, c. 0.10m to 0.14m thick.

105 Buried topsoil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt frequent small-medium stones A former
topsoil, c. 0.16m to 0.25m thick.

106 Layer A layer of disturbed natural comprised light orange clay silt with patches of L]
(105), c. 0.05m thick.

107 Levelling layer A levelling layer of dark orange brown clay silt, c. 0.25m thick (present at SW L]
end of trench only).

108 Levelling layer Frequent medium stones A levelling layer of light orange grey sandy clay, c. L]
0.16m thick (present at SW end of trench only).

109 Natural Light yellow orange sandy clay with ‘seams’ of light grey sandstone L] L]

110 Ditch Linear NW-SE sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.65m, D
min depth 0.17m

111 Fill Friable light orange brown clay silt moderate small-medium stones vi

112 Ditch Linear E-W sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.2m, min D
depth 0.18m

113 Fill Friable light grey brown clay silt moderate small-medium stones

Land to the rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire:
Archaeological Field Evaluation



Albion Archaeology

APPENDIX 2: OASIS FORM

OASIS ID: albionar1-246827

Project details

Project name

Short description of

the project

Project dates

Previous/future
work

Any associated
project reference
codes

Type of project
Monument type
Significant Finds

Methods &
techniques

Development type
Prompt

Position in the
planning process
Project location
Country

Site location

Study area

Site coordinates

Project creators

Name of
Organisation

Land to rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough

Planning permission was granted by East Northamptonshire District Council
for the development of land to the rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough.
Condition 17 required a programme of archaeological work in accordance
with a written scheme of investigation. The County Archaeological Advisor
(CAA) advised that the first stage of archaeological works should comprise an
archaeological field evaluation (trial trenching) to assess the archaeological
potential of the site. The single trench was 8m long, 1.6m wide and c. 0.95m
deep. The only archaeological features present were two ditches of post-
medieval /modern date. The features may represent backyard boundaries of
properties that fronted onto the High Street. They may also have function as
drainage ditches, running from the high ground to the north-west to the low
ground to the south-east. The ditches identified within the site are of
negligible significance and have no potential to address regional
archaeological research agenda. The findings of the evaluation also suggest
that the development of the site will have little or no significant archaeological
impact.

Start: 13-04-2016 End: 13-04-2016

No / Not known

HS2865 - Contracting Unit No.
13/01540/FUL - Planning Application No.
ENN108296 - HER event no.

Field evaluation
DITCHES Post Medieval
POTTERY Post Medieval

"Sample Trenches"

Small-scale (e.g. single house, etc.)
Planning condition

After full determination (eg. As a condition)

England

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
IRTHLINGBOROUGH Land to rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough

320 Square metres

SP 9466 7074 Point

Albion Archaeology

Land to the rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire:

10

Archaeological Field Evaluation



Albion Archaeology Tf
Project brief Local Authority Archaeologist and/or Planning Authority/advisory body
originator
Project design Albion Archaeology
originator
Project Robert Wardill

director/manager

Project supervisor  lan Turner

Project archives

Physical Archive Northamptonshire Archaeological Resource Centre
recipient

Physical Contents  "Ceramics"

Physical Archive To be retained at Albion archaeology until landowner transfers finds and the
notes new resource centre opens

Digital Archive ADS

recipient

Digital Contents "Ceramics", "other"

Digital Media "Database", "GIS", "Images raster / digital photography", "Text"

available

Paper Archive Northamptonshire Archaeological Resource Centre

recipient

Paper Contents "Ceramics", "other"

Paper Media "Context sheet", "Correspondence”, "Drawing", "Miscellaneous Material",
available "Photograph”, "Report"

Paper Archive To be retained at Albion archaeology until landowner transfers finds and the
notes new resource centre opens

Project

bibliography 1

Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)
Publication type

Title Land to the rear of 22 High Street Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire:
Archaeological Field Evaluation

Author(s)/Editor(s)  'Turner, I'

'Wardill, R'
Other bibliographic  2016/98
details
Date 2016

Issuer or publisher  Albion Archaeology

Place of issue or Bedford

publication
Entered by Helen Parslow (hl.parslow@albion-arch.com)
Entered on 16 May 2016
Land to the rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire: 11

Archaeological Field Evaluation



Albion Archaeology
\x{; :K .J'; jﬁ c;_. ;.

B3348
f.a-'“"- -"l.l .".l !

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE = thii roug R AL
o

Development
area

\ £ i / /
1B Finedon Road I ] /ix /
e by / / [
s =8
|

Figure 1: Site location plan
Thes map 15 based upon Ordnance Swvey matenial with the permission of Ordnance Survey on
behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office € Crown Copynght
Unautherised repreduction mfinzes Crown Copyrizht and may lead to prosecation or cmvil
proceedings. Central Bedfordshire Comneil Licence No. 100049029 (2011)

Land to the rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire:

Archaeological Field Evaluation

12



Albion Archaeology

r _'J Excavation limits

i Concrete

. //// Type 1 levelling

BB Former tarmac surface

/,/'/' %% || Make-up

e // : BB Dark buried former surface containing coal
s ¢
7 P I Buried topsoil
s . :
P /,/ I Archaeological feature
/-/ Section e || Archaeological feature — excavated segment
4\ R ‘ /-/ || Disturbed geology
-:-:ir:n-:-: 7 |:| GeOlOgy
/77| Sloped end of trench
7
7
7

Section Projected from side of trench <

[110]

Section

iaal B e %

, _ e , L
Post-medieval to modern ditches [110] and [112], Post-medieval to modern levelling layers, looking south east. Scale 1m.
looking east. Scale 1m. Composite image formed from 3 photographs
Figure 2: Trenching results
Land to the rear of 22 High Street, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire: 13

Archaeological Field Evaluation



Central

Bedfordshire

Albion

archaeology
Albion Archaeology | Telephone 01234 294000
St Mary's Church Email office@albion-arch.com
St Mary's Street www.albion-arch.com
Bedford

MK42 0AS



