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Non-Technical Summary

Rectory (Aston Clinton) Ltd was granted outlinerpieng permission in December 2016
for the erection of 50 dwellings on land to therre93 Aylesbury Road, Aston
Clinton, Buckinghamshire.

A heritage statement submitted as part of theahgianning application recognised a
moderate to high potential for the preservatiopaghistoric to Roman heritage assets
on the proposed development area (PDA) and arclogécd! investigations recently
undertaken in the vicinity revealed Romano-Britismains. For this reason the
Archaeology Officer (AO) for Buckinghamshire Cou@tyuncil advised that an
archaeological field evaluation would be requiredftirther identify the nature of the
archaeological resource within the PDA. This isastordance with thilational
Planning Policy FrameworR012.

Albion Archaeology was commissioned to produceitemrscheme of investigation for
archaeological trial trenching and to undertake freddwork. The results of the trial
trenching are set out in this report to assist @ in advising the local planning
authority on the potential archaeological impactdize development and on any
mitigation that might be required if the developtisrpermitted.

The trial trenching took place between 28th Noverabd 12th December 2016 and
comprised the excavation of fourteen trenches ngegsd5m long and 1.8m wide.

The trial trenching has shown that medieval / posdieval furrows and modern drains
are present across the PDA. There are also othenaeological features within the
north-eastern half of the PDA but they are absemhfthe south-western half of the
PDA, with the exception of two undated post-holes.

In the north-eastern half of the PDA six large péght small pits and eight ditches
were present within the trenches. These featuaduged virtually no artefacts.

The ditches probably represent field system bouedarThe purpose of the pits is
uncertain; some of the larger ones may be relaveguarrying. One of the small pits
contained fragments of human cranium. This majwddrom a burial disturbed in
antiquity but its significance is uncertain.

Due to the paucity of artefacts, dating of theseuiees is problematic. With the limited
dating evidence available from the PDA and by camspa with the results from the
Brook Farm excavation to the north-east, a broadliexal date is tentatively
suggested.

The features are another element of the mediewalsleape around Aston Clinton and,
given their peripheral location to settlement, hawvdy limited potential to feed into the
research aims identified in the local and regioredearch frameworks. They have
limited potential to contribute to research objees relating to landscape and land use,
e.g. the development and character of field systebnerall, the possible medieval
remains revealed by the evaluation are likely tabenly local significance.

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 4
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1. INTRODUCTION

Rectory (Aston Clinton) Ltd were granted outlinamiing permission in
December 2016 for the demolition of 95 AylesburyaBand the erection of 50
dwellings with access, parking, amenity space, &rmamd informal open space,
footpath links, landscaping, drainage and all dengilworks on land to the rear
of 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshifhe LPA has advised
that one of the conditions of permission requi@spletion of an
archaeological trial trench evaluation prior to sugsion of reserved matters.

A heritage statement (Albion Archaeology 2015) walsmitted as part of the
initial planning application. This recognised ademte to high potential for the
preservation of prehistoric to Roman heritage assethe proposed
development area (PDA). Since then several arébgieal investigations have
been undertaken in the vicinity of the site revegafurther Romano-British
remains.

For this reason the Archaeology Officer (AO) fordRinghamshire County
Council advised in their comment on the outlinenplag application that an
archaeological field evaluation, comprising tri@rtching, would be required to
further identify the nature of the archaeologiesdaurce within the PDA. This
is in accordance with thigational Planning Policy Framework012.

Albion Archaeology was commissioned to produce i&evw scheme of
investigation (WSI) for the archaeological triadriching (Albion Archaeology
2016) and to undertake the fieldwork. The resoiithe trial trenching are set
out in this report to assist the HES in advisinglttcal planning authority on the
potential archaeological impacts of the developnagaton any mitigation that
might be required if the development is permitted.

1.1  Site Location, Topography and Geology

The village of Aston Clinton lies on the northetopes of the Chiltern Hills in
the Aylesbury Vale¢. 5km to the east of Aylesbury and3km west of Tring.
The A41 now bypasses the village to the north tsudiiginal route still forms
the main road through the village, following theeliof the Roman Akeman
Street. Within the village the former A41 is cdlleondon Road, but it changes
its name to Aylesbury Road when it passes the jpmetith Weston Road to the
south-east of the PDA.

The PDA lies to the north of 93 Aylesbury Roadm#basures. 2.25ha in

extent and consists of a paddock with tree-linaghidaries. A brook runs along
the northern edge of the PDA. Ridge and furroviteasrks survive in the field.
Aylesbury Road and the residential properties altsgorthern edge border the
PDA in the south; to the north, east and westuréher paddocks and arable
fields (Figure 1).

The PDA is centred on grid reference SP 8749 Hblies on level ground at
€.90m OD. The underlying geology consists of Gaolinkation And Upper
Greensand Formation (undifferentiated) - Mudst&ikstone And Sandstone
(British Geological Survey 2016).

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 5
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1.2 Archaeological Background

A heritage statement was compiled for the applecasite in April 2015 (Albion
2015). The document reviewed known heritage assetsded in the Historic
Environment Record (HER) in the vicinity of the P@Ad a 500m-radius study
area around it and assessed the potential fordiugidsets on the PDA itself. Its
main conclusions are summarised here, togethermatte recent evidence from
evaluations in the vicinity of the PDA.

Aston Clinton lies at the junction of the IckniaMay, thought to be prehistoric
in date, and the Roman Akeman Street, a majorw@aytérom Roman London

to Cirencester. The present-day Aylesbury Roddvid the line of the Roman
Akeman Street (010500).

The known prehistoric and Roman settlement sitesrded in the HER suggest
a wide corridor of settlement along this Roman r@&dassar 2016). For
example, late Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman seéig remains, including
the existence of a Roman trackway on the samebn&keman Street, were
excavated during investigations of the Aston Clinbypass to the west and
north of the PDA (Masefield 2008).

Excavations at the Arla Dairy site,1km to the north of the PDA, revealed a
late Iron Age/ Romano-British settlement locatedaaiight ridge of ground
situated adjacent to ponds and marshy ground. I8lgiexcavations at
Stablebridge Road, 1 km to the south-east of the PDA encountered a
significant late Iron Age/early Roman settlemerd #re course of the Lower
Icknield Way.

Closer to the PDA several prehistoric and Romadsiiots are known.

Evidence for a possible late Iron Age settlemenrd vedrieved during the
machine-digging of a pond 500m east of the PDA (0572500, 0572501). Work
during the pond-digging recorded a possible hestrticture and “plentiful”

Belgic pottery. A number of Iron Age coins weread by metal-detecting in a
field c. 500m west of the PDA (MBC 31953, 32054, 3205%)5%2 32100).

A number of ditches of possible Roman date werawaded during an
evaluation of the land adjacent to the PDA in taste The ditches were
possibly part of a Roman field system (076850, EB&71l). The absence of
any artefacts, with the exception of one sherd@hBn pottery in the fill of one
of the ditches, suggests that they were not ngaRaman settlement. The
ditches were parallel to existing field boundargsgggesting the possible
antiquity of the current field system.

A Roman boundary ditch and possible quarry are@ wesorded in an
evaluation to the north-east of the PDA (EBC17683jpen-area excavation is
currently being undertaken on the same site (siesvipand has revealed
medieval ditches and several alluvial(?) deposith¢ immediate north of the
brook. Test slots through the deposits reveal@ith-aentury brooch and a
number of 11th—13th-century artefacts (Albion Areblagy in prep.).

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 6
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The current settlement of Aston Clinton is mediagmadrigin. Possible medieval
plot boundaries, which contained abraded and rasRamano-British pottery
sherds, were excavated at Park Farm, adjacentucRhaneg. 250m to the
east of the PDA. The evaluation report notes @ratrch Lane follows the
general NE-SW alignment of prehistoric trackwayd boundaries in the
vicinity and, therefore, a Roman date for the d¢channot be discounted
(Cotswold Archaeology 2016, 2).

The PDA was part of the medieval field system adbilne village of Aston
Clinton and there are surviving ridge and furrowtleaorks on the site.

Archaeological trial trenching and open-area extiama were recently
undertaken by Albion Archaeology immediately edghe PDA, at Brook Farm
which is separated from the PDA by a stream (AlAochaeology in prep.).
The investigation revealed medieval activity thaswharacterised by
rectangular ditched enclosures and occasionalmistly confined to the
southern part of the site. Medieval ridge anddwrcultivation was also
present, indicating that much of the site was dpdds. Also present was
evidence for post-medieval field systems, the rertsaf some of which in part
survived to this day as hedgerows or dips in thddaape. The amount of
pottery and animal bone recovered was relativelglisnvhich suggests that the
enclosures were peripheral to any domestic settiermdowever, the relatively
well-represented metalwork assemblage (which iredusho coins, a buckle and
shoeing nails) may suggest that the core of thikesetnt was close-by. Dating
of the artefacts recovered suggests the encloancassociated activity were in
use between the 11th and 15th centuries. A 6thicgnbpper brooch, mid-late
Anglo-Saxon to 11th-century loom weight and a sffialger ring were
recovered from a natural former brook channel éostbuth of the site, evincing
Anglo-Saxon activity in the close-vicinity.

1.3 Project Objectives

The objective of the evaluation was to provide infation on any
archaeological remains present within the siteis iriformation will assist in
determining the potential impact of the proposecettgpment on the
archaeological remains and in formulating the ndedign and extent of any
mitigation works that might be required.

Information on the following was required:

» Location, extent, nature, and date of any archggmbfeatures or
deposits that might be present within the propasactlopment site;

* Integrity and state of preservation of any archagiokl features or
deposits that might be present at the proposeda@went site.

* Nature of palaeo-environmental remains to deterriccal
environmental conditions.

The trial trench report examines the significant#e results with reference to
regional research frameworks. The research framethiat has been devised
for the region is th&olent-Thames: Research Framework for the Historic
Environment: Resource Assessments and Researchasjeley and Hind

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 7
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2014). There is also a set of papers which spatlfi deal with the
archaeological resource of Buckinghamshire. Theegafed into the wider
Solent-Thames research framework and are stillablaionliné.

For all prehistoric periods landscape developmedtsettlement patterns are
areas where considerable further research is ndedetbrick 2014). The
research framework for the area (Fulford 2014) alsggests that more work
needs to be undertaken with regards to rural setthé characters and typologies
during Roman period.

Similarly, our understanding of early medieval lsatients, their organisation
and interrelationship with other sites in their mmporary landscape remains
limited. This, together with more concentrated kvon the dating of settlements
and the recovery and study of datable materiahésaf the research aims of the
regional research framework. The development atalgural systems and
agricultural change is also a theme of the resefsachework (Dodd and
Crawford 2014).

! https://library.thehumanjourney.net/259&tcessed 7 November 2016]

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 8
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 Standards

The standards and requirements set out in theAfmliipdocuments were
adhered to throughout the project:

« Albion Archaeology | Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwaind ed,

2001).
* Archaeological Archaeological Archives: A Guide to best practice
Archives Forum in creation, compilation, transfer and curati¢dnd
ed. 2011)
« BCAS Generic brief for archaeological evaluation (trial
trenching)

e Buckinghamshire Procedures for Notifying and Transferring
County Museum Archaeological Archivegrev 2013)
+ CIfA Charter and By-lawi2014); Code of Conduct
(2014)
Standard and guidance for archaeological field
evaluation(2014)
Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of
archaeological material§2014)
» Historic England Management of Research Projects in the Histori
[formerly English Environment (MoRPHE)R015)
Heritage] Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory
and practice of methods, from sampling and
recovery to post-excavation. 2nd ¢2011)

L34

2.2 Trial Trenching

The trial trenching took place between 28th Novenamel 12th December 2016
and comprised the excavation of fourteen trenchessoring 25m long and
1.8m wide. The locations of five trenches werghtly adjusted where
necessary to avoid trees and hedgerows (Figur&l®).trenches were opened
using a mechanical excavator fitted with a flat-ealucket, operated by an
experienced driver under close archaeological sigien. The area and spoill
from each trench was scanned for artefacts. Althexcavation and recording
was carried out by Albion Archaeology staff.

Any potential archaeological features were cleaegdavated by hand and
recorded using Albion Archaeologyso formasheets. All deposits were
assigned a unique context number commencing afat0Uench 1, and 200 for
Trench 2 etc. Context numbers in square brackéts to cuts [***] and round
brackets to fills or layers (***). Each trench wasbsequently drawn and
photographed as appropriate.

A full methodology is provided in the WSI (Albionréhaeology 2016)

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 9
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3. RESULTS

All features and deposits found within the trig@rtches are described

chronologically below and shown on Figures 2—7otBfraphs of the features
are shown on Figures 8-9. Further information @tuiees and deposits can be
found in Appendix 1. Finds from the investigati@e detailed in Appendix 2.

3.1 Overburden and Geological Deposits

The overburden comprised topsoil over subsoil, iay directly on
undisturbed geological deposits.

The topsoil was a 0.17—-0.31m-thick layer of damwior-black silt. The subsoil
was a 0.08-0.35m-thick layer that varied from nmelygorange to mid brown-
grey clay silt.

The undisturbed geological deposit varied acrosPBA from hard white pea-
grit chalk fragments and small stones to the NEatolw the stream (Trenches 9—
14 and part of Trench 6) to light brown-orange dd#to the south (Trenches
1-4 and 8) with an area of light grey-orange cliiysth frequent small stones
to the west (Trenches 5-7).

3.2 Archaeological Features and Deposits

Of the fourteen trenches, nine contained archaexdbfipatures, disregarding
furrows which were present in all the trenchese Tdatures comprised eight
ditches, six large pits, eight small pits and twstholes. Trenches 1, 2, 4, 8
and 11 contained no archaeological features, dttaer furrows.

Dating the features is problematic due to the lonmber of dateable artefacts
recovered. This issue discussed by feature typ@srsection and further
analysed in the report conclusion.

3.2.1 Pits

Large pits were present in Trenches 6, 10 andSiBall pits were present in
Trenches 6, 12, 13 and 14.

The six large pits, [615], [1003], [1010], [101£1305] and [1307], which
continued beyond the edges of the trenches, app&abe broadly oval in
shape. They had concave to convex sides with gericeflat bases in profile
and ranged from 1.6—4.30m wide and 0.19-0.6m d&&py contained deposits
that varied from mid green-brown clay silt to migdb¥wn-grey silty clay. The
only dateable artefact recovered from the largewds a late medieval / early
post-medieval pottery sherd (5g) recovered fromtaipeof pit [1012]. A small
amount of animal bone (60g) was recovered fronigdib].

The purpose of the large pits is not known. HRib] and [1012] were located
within clay geology and they may have been quaitsy fHowever, the other
pits were cut into chalky pea-grit gravel, makingqying an unlikely
explanation for their origins.

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 10
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322

3.2.3

The date of the pits is also uncertain. The sitagkemedieval / early post-
medieval pottery sherd recovered from the top bf3tl12] is insufficient to
provide secure dating, but suggests a possiblefolatiee feature. Generally the
pits are similar in size and are likely to haverbbeoadly contemporary.

The eight small pits [609], [613], [1203], [1207210], [1213], [1215], [1303],
[1408] ranged from oval to sub-circular in shapd displayed a variety of
profiles. They were 0.5-1.60m+ long, 0.3—1.15m vwadd 0.06-0.17m deep.
They contained deposits that varied from light bmemhite chalk and gravel to
dark brown clay silt.

Pit [609] contained a tiny sherd of late Bronze Agarly Iron Age pottery (19),
which is judged to be residual. Pit [1207 / 12d@®htained pieces of human
cranium (269g) and fragments of animal bone (649%)d The human cranium
fragments may represent redeposited remains frbarial that was disturbed in
antiquity. However, during some periods, e.g.ltha Age, few individuals
were afforded formal burial and isolated fragmeritsuman bone are not
uncommon in the archaeological record. Pit [1Z45Bjtained a small amount of
animal bone (13g).

The purpose and date of the small pits is not knolWowever, they are judged
likely to be contemporary with the large pits, whare also of uncertain date.

Post holes

Two post holes were present within the trencheébdsouth-west of the PDA,
one in Trench 3 and another27m to the north in Trench 5.

Post holes [303] and [503] were circular to ovasivape; they were 0.37-0.6m
long, 0.37-0.4m wide and 0.16—-0.2m deep. Theyatoad deposits that varied
from mid orange-grey silty clay to mid brown-grdgycsilt and no artefacts.

The purpose and date of the post holes is not known

Ditches
A total of eight ditches were present within Treesl®, 7, 9 and 12.

Four NE-SW aligned parallel ditches, located irselproximity, were present
within Trench 9. Ditches [905], [907], [909], [91iad concave sides with
bases that varied from concave to flat. They v@e8d4—1.79m wide, 0.16—
0.21m deep and contained deposits that varied ligithbrown-grey clay silt to
mid brown-grey silty clay and no artefacts.

The ditches are interpreted as a field or enclosaumdary that has been
maintained by re-cutting. The date of the boundsanot known. The
alignment of the ditches matches that of the fugrawd may indicate that they
are contemporary. However, the ditches may preatiatéurrows. It is noted
that the alignment of many of the medieval ditched later boundaries and
furrows had a similar NE-SW alignment to those eatad at Brook Farm
(Albion Archaeology, in prepd. 100m to the east on the other side of the
stream.

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 11
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3.3

A NW-SE aligned ditch was identified in Trench &larontinued into Trench 7.
Ditch [607 / 703] had vertical sides and a flatdbat was 0.60m wide and 0.24—
0.32m deep. It contained dark brown clay silt andartefacts. The ditch was
truncated by, and thus predated, furrow [605].

The purpose and date of the ditch are unknown. vEhigcal-sided, flat-based
profile of the ditch is suggestive of a modern deat but truncation by a furrow
conflicts with a modern date. Similar featuresénbeen interpreted as bedding
trenches (e.g. for hedges); such an interpretatiay apply to this feature.

An E-W aligned ditch was identified in Trench 1Ritch [1217] also had
vertical sides and a flat base. It vea®.60m wideg. 0.17m deep and contained
deposits that varied from light grey to mid greyn clay silt and no artefacts.
The purpose and date of the ditch are unknowma# similar to ditch [607 /
703] (see above) but was on a different alignment.

A NNW-SSE aligned ditch was present in Trench Ditch [1006 / 1008] had
concave sides with a base that varied from unevdatt It was 1.7-2m wide
and 0.06-0.2m deep. It contained a deposit ofgreg-brown clay silt, which
produced a sherd of early medieval pottery (59).

A NE-SW aligned ditch terminal [1016] was also m@sin Trench 10. It had a
concave profile and was 0.83m wide and 0.19m déegpntained dark brown-
grey silty clay and no artefacts.

The ditches within Trench 10 were probably fieldteyn and drainage features.
Their date is uncertain. The single early medi@adlery sherd recovered from
ditch [1006 / 1008] may indicate the date of thetdiee, but it is insufficient for
secure dating. Itis noted that the large pit©l@&nd [1010] appear to respect
the location of ditch [1006 / 1008], suggesting tine features were
contemporary. Pit [1012] within Trench 10 contarzelate medieval / early
post-medieval pottery sherd, which may also suggestssible date for the
ditches within the trench.

Ridge and Furrow

Pronounced, large-scale, ridge and furrow earthsgvark visible across the PDA
as linear raised banks and troughs on a NE-SWrakg. Generally, furrows
are likely to be the result of ploughing during thedieval period, although the
system of strip farming is likely to have continuadise until the fields were
‘Inclosed’ in the late 18th century.

All of the fourteen trenches contained furrows.places the furrows in the
trenches matched well with those visible on théesa:. Elsewhere the
correspondence was at odds with the surface umoligatsuggesting more than
one episode of cultivation.

This interpretation is further supported by the that the furrows within the
trenches that matched the surface depressionsd¢ndiave darker-coloured
fills (sometimes containing roof tile and coal fragnts) and were often

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 12
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33.1

3.4

34.1

34.2

3.5

truncated along their course by land drains orlkchiléd French drains. The
non-surface matching furrow remnants tended todber in colour and
contained no artefacts or land drains.

Medieval furrows

To the SW of the PDA the furrows within Trenche® ivere aligned NE-SW,
reflecting the orientation of the visible surfaadge and furrow earthworks
(Figure 2). However, to the NE within Trenches 19+the furrows were
aligned broadly NW-SE, running parallel with theesim located immediately
NE of the PDA. Itis likely that this change irrelition was also marked by a
boundary, effectively creating two separate furangilowever, no matching
boundary ditch was present within any of the treschGenerally, it seems
likely that the alignment was changed in ordentoic turning the plough in the
damp ground at the stream edge.

The furrows had concave sides and flat bases. Weeg 0.8—3m wide, 0.05—
0.22m deep and contained deposits that varied figithbrown-grey silty clay
to dark grey-brown clay silt.

Artefacts recovered from the furrows were few imoer. A stratigraphically
early furrow in Trench 6 contained a post-medig@aitery sherd. Furrows in
Trench 3 and Trench 1 respectively contained sislyézds of medieval and late
medieval / early post-medieval date.

In terms of date, the furrows are interpreted abaly spanning the late
medieval to post-medieval period.

Modern Features

Modern features comprise chalk-filled French drand ceramic-pipe field
drains. Most of these modern drainage features Vagt within the depression
troughs of the ridge and furrow earthworks visitiethe surface. They also run
parallel to the stream at the NE end of the PDAenEh drains take their name
from Henry Flagg French, the author of ‘Farm Draggg1859) which

described and popularised this type of field drgma

French drains

Linear, vertical-sided, flat-based drainage feadiléed with large fragments of
chalk were visible truncating many of the lateréuvs, matching their visible
surface troughs. In total, 21 examples of Frenmeimd were encountered
amongst all but one of the trenches. They ardylilcedate to the late 19th /
early 20th century.

Field drains

Ceramic field drains were present in seven of thedhes. They were generally
aligned NE-SW; one example was aligned NW-SE. @&fiains are likely to be
20th century in date.

Tree Throws and Rooting Boles
Of the fourteen trenches, seven contained treevihoow rooting boles.
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Features in Trenches 1-4, 6, 12 and 14 were igatet and judged to be tree
throws or rooting boles on the basis of their itag shapes in plan and section
and / or the pale, sterile deposits that they ¢oeth

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 14
Archaeological Field Evaluation



Albion Archaeology

CONCLUSIONS

4.1

Summary of Results

The trial trenching has shown that medieval / postieval furrows and modern
drains are present across the PDA. There areottiso archaeological features
within the north-eastern half of the PDA but theg absent from the south-
western half of the PDA, with the exception of turtdated post-holes.

In the north-eastern half of the PDA six large ,paight small pits and eight
ditches were present within the trenches. Thesteifes produced virtually no
artefacts.

The purpose of the large pits is also not knowert&nly the lack of artefacts
within them indicates that they were distant framy éocus of domestic
settlement. The large pits created within claylggpmay have been quarries.

The purpose of the small pits is also not knowhe ®dne within Trench 12
contained a small amount of animal bone and siggsi®f human cranium.
This material is likely to have entered the featweng the natural, gradual
silting up of the pit. It is unclear whether thenian bone derives from a
disturbed burial in the vicinity and its signifia@remains uncertain.

The ditches probably represent field system boueslaiThe four parallel,
closely spaced ditches in Trench 9 may represerdra significant boundary
that was maintained by re-cutting.

Due to the paucity of artefacts within the pits ardhes, dating of these
features is problematic. The only pottery sheet®vered from the features
were of late Bronze Age / early Iron Age, mediemadl post-medieval date. The
prehistoric sherd is considered a residual artéfeatlater pit. Where
relationships could be discerned the pits and dgcahkere stratigraphically
earlier than the furrows. A number of furrows atemtained roof tile or pottery
of late medieval / early post-medieval date.

The recent excavations undertaken by Albion Arclaagoat Brook Farm on the
opposite side of the brook, 100m to the north-east, revealed enclosure ditche
and furrows on a similar alignment to those wittiia PDA. These features
contained low numbers of artefacts, indicating thalyy were not domestic in
character. The limited dating evidence from the sidicated that features of
11th—15th-century, post-medieval and even modete staared the same
alignment. A small number of Anglo-Saxon artefacése also recovered from
an infilled palaeochannel located close to the kroo

In light of the dating evidence from the PDA andnfrthe Brook Farm
excavation, a broad medieval date is tentativefygeated for the pits and
ditches within the north-eastern half of the PDA.
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4.2  Significance of Results

The evaluation has revealed pits and ditches teatpaidated to the medieval
period. Some of the larger pits may representrguny activity. It is likely that
the ditches were agricultural field system andrtrge features peripheral to a
settlement, probably located to the east of the PBIAwever, the dearth of
artefacts and ecofacts in the features indicatasttie PDA is located at a
considerable distance from any settlement focus.

The features are another element of the mediendstape around Aston
Clinton and, given their peripheral location tatleshent, have only limited
potential to feed into any of the research aimstified in the local and regional
research frameworks (Hey and Hind 2014). They Hhiavieed potential to
contribute to research objectives relating to laage and land use, e.g. the
development and character of field systems (DoabGrawford 2014, 228—
229).

Overall, the possible medieval remains revealethbyevaluation are likely to
be of only local significance.

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 16
Archaeological Field Evaluation



Albion Archaeology

5.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Albion Archaeology, 200Procedures Manual for Archaeological Fieldwork.

Albion Archaeology, 201%and off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton,
Buckinghamshire: Desk-based Heritage Statenfeeport no: 2015/34.

Albion Archaeology, 201&and off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton,
Buckinghamshire: Written Scheme of InvestigatiorAfchaeological
Field Evaluation. Report 2016/210

Algassar, E. 201616 00780 ARCHAEOLOGY_OFFICER_COMMENTS-
1520519Document available on AVDC planning portal.

Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC). 201T.he Vale of Aylesbury Plan,
Aston Clinton Fact Pack.

AVDC & BCC. 2006.Aylesbury Vale Environmental Character Assessment.
Historic Environment Assessmehtilton Keynes & Aylesbury Vale Sub
Regional Strategy document [online].

BCAS. no dateGeneric brief for an archaeological evaluation @rirenching).
Available at:http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/media/3008888/Generiebfor-
archaeological-evaluation-trial-trenching-.ppAccessed: 7 November
2016].

British Geological Survey. 2016. Geology of Britaiewer [online]
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.ljatessed: 7
November 2016].

Brown, D.H., 2007Archaeological Archives: A guide to best practice i
creation, compilation, transfer and curation

Cotswold Archaeology 201®ark Farm, Church lane, Aston Clinton,
Buckinghamshire. Archaeological Evaluati@A Report No: 16035.

Dodd, A. and Crawford, S., 2014 ‘The Early MedieRakiod: Research
Agenda’, in Hey and Hind 2014, 227-34.

Fulford, M., 2014 ‘The Roman Period: Research Agénd Hey and Hind
2014, 179-85.

Goodall, 1. H., 1980lronwork in Medieval Britain: an Archaeological Sty
unpublished PhD thesis, University College, Cardiff

Hey, G. and Hind, J., 201&olent-Thames: Research Framework for the
Historic Environment: Resource Assessments andaR#sAgendas.
Oxford Wessex Monograph 6.

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 17
Archaeological Field Evaluation



Albion Archaeology

Lambrick, G., 2014'The later Bronze Age and Iron Age Research Ageraa’,
Hey and Hind 2014, 149-54.

Masefield, R. 2008Prehistoric and Later settlement and Landscape from
Chiltern Scarp to Aylesbury Vale. The archaeolofjihe Aston Clinton
Bypass, BuckinghamshjBBAR British Series 473.

Mynard, D.C., and Zeepvat R.J., 198Xcavations at Great Linford 1974-80,
Bucks. Archaeological Society Monograph Series 3o.

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 18
Archaeological Field Evaluation



;
5

Albion Archaeology

]
)

6. APPENDIX 1: TRENCH SUMMARIES

Trench: 1
Max Dimensions: Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m. Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.38 m.  Max: 0.55 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87381: Northing: 12351)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87403: Northing: 12332)

Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

100 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was 0.20m L] L]
thick.

101 Subsoil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk The deposit was v ]
0.20m to 0.25m thick.

102 Natural Friable light brown orange clay silt  With large patches of light grey clay. U L]

103 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 2.m, min |7 _|
depth 0.16m

104 Fill Firm light grey brown silty clay occasional small stones v |

105 Treethrow Curving linear sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.77m, min E :l
depth 0.13m, min length 1.25m This feature was truncated by a furrow and a
mole drain cut.

106 Fill Firm mid grey brown silty clay occasional small stones vl ]

107 Furrow Linear sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.35m, min depth ! |
0.06m

108 Fill Firm light grey brown silty clay occasional small stones v] ]

109 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.m, min v L]
depth 0.07m

110 Fill Firm light grey brown silty clay v O

111 Furrow Linear NE-SW dimensions: min breadth 1.2m Not excavated. |: :|

112 Fill Plastic mid grev brown silty clay moderate small stones O O

113 Furrow Linear NE-SW dimensions: min breadth 1.5m Not excavated. |:' :l

114 Fill Friable mid grey brown clay silt occasional small-mednun stones ] vl

Trench: 2

Max Dimensions: Length: 2500 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.38 m.  Max: 0.38 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87426. Northing: 12344)
OS Grid Rel.: SP (Easting: 87440: Northing: 12364)

Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

200 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was 0.25m v/ LJ
thick.

201 Subsoil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk The deposit was [l
0.08m thick.

202 Natural Friable light brown orange clay silt  With large patches of light grey clay. [ Ll

203 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: {lat dimensions: min breadth 1.25m, min M |_

depth 0.06m

204 Fill Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk. occasional small stones %]
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Trench: 3
Max Dimensions: Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.45m.  Max: 0.5 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87397 Northing: 12397)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: §7405: Northing: 12373)
Reason: Assess archaeological potential.
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
300 Topsail Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was c. vl L]
0.25m thick.
301 Subseil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk The deposit was ¢, vl |
0.15m thick.
302 Natural Friable light brown orange clay silt  'With large patches of light grey clay. L] L]
303 Posthole Circular sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min depth 0.16m, min V] L]
diameter 0.37m
304 Fill Firm mid brown grey clay silt occasional small stones vl L]
305 Furrow Linear sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.9m, min depth vl L1
0.11m
306 Fill Fum light brown grey silty clay occasional small stones vl vl
307 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.9m, min :ﬂ J
depth 0.13m
308 Fill Firm dark brown grey silty clay occasional small stones vl L]
309 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.9m, min vl L]
depth 0.13m
310 Fill Firm mid grey brown silty clay occasional small stones vl ]
311 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.9m, min vl ]
depth 0.1m
312 Fill Firm mid brown grey silty clay occasional small stones v ]
Trench: 4
Max Dimensions: Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.4 m. Max: 0.44 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: §7429: Northing: 12388)
OS Grid Rel.: SP (Easting: 87453 Northing: 12397)
Reason: Assess archaeological potential.
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
400 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was 0.18m v ]
to 0.25m thick.
401 Subsoil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt. moderate small chalk The deposit was [l
0.14m thick.
402 Natural Friable light brown orange clay silt  With large patches of light grey clay. | L]
403 Furrow Linear NE-SW  Not excavated. Edge of the furrow visible in SE corner of [ L]
trench.
404 Fill Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk, occasional small stones U ]
405 Natural Firm light grey clay A change in the natural to clay at the East end of the [ ]

trench.
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Trench: 5

Max Dimensions: Length: 25,00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.38 m.

Co-ordinates: 0S8 Grid Rel.;: SP

(Easting: 87384 Northing: 12424)

OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87410: Northing: 12424)

Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Max: 0.4 m.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

S00 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was c. v [l
0.20m thick.

501 Subsoil Plastic mid brown grey clay silt  The deposit was 0.13m to 0.16m thick. v U

502 Natural Friable light white chalk occasional small stones Deposit was fragmented ]
pea-grit chalk.

03 Posthole Oval sides: assymetrical base: v-shaped dimensions: min breadth 0.4m, min v L
depth 0.2m, min length 0.6m

504 Primary fill Plastic mid orange grey silty clay moderate small-medium stones O

505 Secondary fill Plastic mid brown grey ¢lay silt occasional flecks charcoal, oceasional siall stones vl 4

506 Furrow Linear NW-SE dimensions: min breadth 3.m Not excavated. Considerable ] U
width suggests the feature may be two adjoining parallel furrows as in
Trench 3.

507 Fill Plastic mid grey brown silty elay moderate small chalk, occasional small stones O O

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire:
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Trench: 6

Max Dimensions: Length: 25.00m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.35 m.

Co-ordinates: OS Grid Rel.: SP

(Easting: 8§7409: Northing: 12452)
0S8 Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87419: Northing: 12475)

Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Max

: 0.48 m.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

600 Taopsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was c. V] ]
0.20m thick.

601 Subsoil Plastic mid orange grey clay silt occasional small chalk The deposit was v Ll
0.10m to 0.20m thick.

602 Natural Plastic light grey orange clay silt frequent small stones With occasional L] Ll
large patches of light grey clay.

603 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.5m, min Z‘ D
depth 0.14m

604 Fill Plastic mid grey brown clay silt occasional small stones W vl

605 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.8m, min .ﬂ l_
depth 0.09m

606 Fill Plastic mid grey brown clay silt occasional small chalk, occasional small stones v v

607 Ditch Linear NW.SE sides: vertical base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.65m, min v L]
depth 0.24m This ditch was also present in Trench 7, recorded as [703].

608 Fill Plastic dark brown clay silt occasional small stones vl ]

609 Pit Oval sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.m, min depth v L]
0.15m, min length 1.m

610 Fill Plastic dark brown clay silt occasional siall stones v v

611 Treethrow Irregular sides: concave base: uneven dimensions: min breadth 2.m, min vl [l
depth 0.18m, min length 3.7m

612 Fill Plastic mid brown clay silt occasional small stones i v

613 Pit sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.5m, min depth 0.08m, ﬂ I_
min length 1.m Plan view not seen. Feature continues beyvond edge of trench.

614 Fill Plastic dark green brown clay silt occasional small stones vl ]

615 Pit sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.2m, min depth v L]
0.48m, min length 1.8m Plan view not seen. Feature continues bevond edge of
trench and is truncated by a furrow.

610 Primary fill Plastic mid green brown clay silt occasional small stones v v

617 Secondary fill Plastic dark brown black clay silt occasional small stones v O

618 Furrow Linear NE-SW dimensions: min breadth I.m Not excavated. :‘ E

619 Fill Plastic mid grev brown clay silt occasional small stones ] ]

620 Natural Plastic light vellow grey clay L il

621 Natural Firm dark brown grey clay occasional medium chalk A dark clay natural ] O

laver underlving natural deposits (620) and (602).
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Trench: 7
Max Dimensions: Length: 2500 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.4 m. Max: 0.48 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: §7426: Northing: 12426)
OS Grid Rel.: SP (Easting: §7434: Northing: 12450)

Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

700 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was c. |:
0.23m thick.

701 Subsoil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk The deposit was v O
0.12m to 0.18m thick.

702 Natural Plastic light grey orange clay silt frequent small stones With large patches of J [
light brown orange clay silt.

703 Ditch Linear NW-SE sides: vertical base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.58m, min v |
depth 0.32m This ditch was also present in Trench 6, recorded as [607].

704 Main fill Plastic mid grey clay occasional small-large stones vl ]

705 Secondary fill Friable mid orange brown clay silt occasional small-medinm stones v ]

706 Farrow Linear ENE-WSW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.2m, Ll
min depth 0.18m

707 Fill Plastic mid grey brown silty clay moderate small chalk, occasional small-medinm O
slones

T08 Furrow Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.5m, min |:
depth 0.1m

709 Fill Plastic nud grey brown silty clay moderate small chalk, occasional small-medinm ]
stones

Trench: 8

Max Dimensions: Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.45m. Max: 0.45 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87468: Northing: 12413)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87480: Northing: 12392)

Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

800 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was c. vl L]
0.20m thick.

801 Subsoil FPlastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk The deposit was E :‘
0.16m thick.

802 Natural Friable light brown orange clay silt  With large patches of light grey clay. L] L1

803 Furrow Linear NE-SW  General number for cut of three furrows within Trench 8. |_| J
Not excavated. 1.25m to 2.0m wide.

504 Fill Plastic mid grey brown silty clay moderate small chalk, occasional small stones O OJ
General number for fill of three furrows within Trench 8
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Trench: 9
Max Dimensions: Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.4 m. Max: 0.45 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87468: Northing: 12438)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87490: Northing: 12427)
Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

900 Topsoil Friable dark brown black  The deposit was ¢, 0.20m thick. v []

201 Subsoil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk The deposit was % [
0.16m to 0.18m thick.

202 Natural Friable light white chalk occasional small stones Deposit was fragmented T L]
pea-grit chalk.

203 Feature Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.1m, M |_
min depth 0.09m

904 Fill Firm light brown grey clay silt frequent flecks chalk, occasional small-medinm ]
stones

205 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: uneven dimensions: min breadth 1.06m, Iil |_
min depth 0.16m

906 Fill Firm light brown grey frequent flecks chalk. occasional small-medium stones vl ]

907 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth vl L]
1.79m, min depth 0.16m

908 Fill Firm light brown grey clay silt moderate flecks chalk, frequent small-medinm v] [
stones

209 Ditch Linear NE-SW base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.94m, min depth VI [
0.18m Straight 30 degree sides.

a10 Fill Firm mid brown grey clay silt frequent flecks chalk, occasional small-medinm V] ]
stones

211 Ditch Linear NE-SW base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.84m, min depth v ]
0.21m Straight 40 degree sides.

212 Fill Firm mid brown grey silty clay occasional flecks chalk. occasional small-medinm vl ]
stones

913 Furrow Linear NE-SW  General number for cut of two furrows within Trench 9. |_| |_
Not excavated, 0.80m to 1.50m wide,

o914 Fill Friable dark grey brown clay silt moderate small-medium stones ] ]
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Trench:

Max Dimensions:

10

Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.45 m.

Max: 0.7 m.

Co-ordinates: OS Grid Rel.: SP (Easting: 87444 Northing: 12476)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87469: Northing: 12476)
Reason: Assess archaeological potential.
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
1000 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt  The deposit was c. 0,.20m thick. v LJ
1001 Subseil Plastic mid brown grey clay silt moderate small chalk, occasional small- v [
medium stones The deposit was 0.17m to 0.30m thick.
1002 Natural Friable light white chalk occasional small stones Deposit was fragmented U L]
pea-grit chalk.
1003 Pit sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.67m, min depth 0.19m, v L]
min length 2.6m Plan view not seen. Feature continues bevond edge of trench.

1004 Fill Friable mid grey brown clay oceasional small chalk, occasional small stones v O
1005 Subsoil Friable mid grey brown clay silt occasional small chalk, occasional small v Ll
stones Additional uniform subsoil layer overlving features at east end of

Trench 10.

1006 Ditch Linear NNW-SSE sides: assymetrical base: concave dimensions: min v L]
breadth 2.m, min depth (.2m

Loo7 Fill Friable nud grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk. occasional small stones v vl

1008 Ditch Linear NNW-SSE  sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.7m, v ]
min depth 0.06m Additional section excavated through ditch.

1009 Fill Friable mud grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk. occasional small stones vl ]

1010 Pit sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 4.3m, min depth 0.2m v UJ
Plan view not seen. Feature continues beyond edge of trench.

1011 Fill Friable mid grey brown clay silt occasional flecks chalk, occasional small stones v O

1012 Pit sides: assymetrical dimensions: min breadth 4.m, min depth 0.6m Plan view v ]
not seen. Feature continues beyond edge of trench.

1013 Lower fill Friable light grey clay silt frequent flecks chalk, moderate small stones v [l

1014 Fill Friable nud brown grey clay silt moderate flecks chalk, moderate small stones v ]

1015 Upper fill Friable mid green brown clay silt occasional flecks chalk, occasional small stones 2 ¥2

1016 Ditch Linear NW-SE sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth |i |_
0.83m, min depth 0.19m Cut of ditch terminus.

1017 Fill Firm dark brown grey silty clay occasional flecks chalk. occasional small stones v ]

1018 Furrow Linear NW-SE sides: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.85m Feature not (2] 4
fully excavated.

1019 Fill Friable dark grev brown clay silt moderate small-medinm stones [ [

Trench: 11
Max Dimensions: Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.54 m.  Max: 0.65 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87464: Northing: 12506)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87476: Northing: 12484)
Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

1100 Topsaoil Friable dark brown black silt  The deposit was 0.24m to 0.29m thick. vl L]

1101 Subsoil Plastic mid brown grey clay silt  The deposit was 0.22m to 0.28m thick. vl L]

1102 Natural Friable light white chalk occasional small stones Deposit was fragmented L1 Ll
pea-grit chalk.

1103 Furrow Linear NW-SE sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.5m, min E |:
depth 0.08m

1104 Fill Friable dark grey brown clay silt moderate small-medium stones v O

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire:
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Trench: 12

Max Dimensions: Length: 2500 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.65m.  Max: 0.7 m.

Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87481: Northing: 12458)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87502: Northing: 12471)

Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

1200 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was c. v L]
0.25m thick.

1201 Subsoil Plastic mid brown grey clay silt  The deposit was 0.30m to 0.35m thick.

1202 Natural Friable light white chalk occasional small stones Deposit was fragmented
pea-grit chalk.

Kl K

1203 Pit sides: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.15m, min depth 0.3m Plan view
not seen. Feature continues beyond edge of trench,

1204 Primary fill Plastic dark brown grey clay silt occasional small chalk, occasional small stones 4
1205 Fill Firm light grey white silty chalk moderate small stones vl
1206 Upper fill Plastic dark brown grey clay silt occasional small chalk, occasional small stones v
1207 Pit Sub-oval sides: steep base: flat dimensions: max breadth 0.57m, min depth 7‘

0.17m Cut of a pit, also recorded as [1210].

1208 Primary fill Friable light brown white chalky gravel
1209 Main fill Friable dark brown grey clay silt moderate small chalk, occasional small stones
1210 Pit sides: 45 degrees base: vshaped dimensions: min breadth 0.4m, min depth

0.17m Cut of a pit, same as [1207].

1211 Lower fill Friable dark brown grey clay silt moderate small chalk, occasional small stones

Rl K

1212 Fill Friable light grev brown clay silt moderate small chalk. occasional small stones
Upper fill of pit [1210], deposit is disturbed by land drain construction.

&l

1213 Pit sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.52m, min depth 0.0Tm
Plan view not seen. Feature continues beyond edge of trench.

1214 Fill Fiom light brown grey clay silt frequent small chalk, moderate small stones

YR K]
Oo O O}k OO Ogooo oy oo

N LY

1215 Pit Sub-oval sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.3m, min
depth 0.06m, min length (.5m

1216 Fill Friable light grey brown clay silt occasional small chalk, frequent medinm-large v vl
stones

1217 Ditch Linear E-W sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.57m, min vl |
depth 0.17m

1218 Primary fill Firm light grey clay silt occasional small stones vl |

1219 Secondary fill Firm mid brown grey clay silt frequent small chalk. moderate small stones vl |

1220 Upper fill Friable mid grey brown clay silt frequent small-medium stones v |

1221 Furrow Linear NNW-SSE dimensions: min breadth 2.5m Not excavated. L] ]

1222 Fill Friable dark grey brown clay silt moderate small-mednun stones, occasional large ] vl
slones

1223 Furrow Linear NW-SE sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.5m, min Zl

depth 0.08m

<
0O

1224 Fill Plastic mid brown grey silty clay moderate small chalk, occasional small stones

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 26
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N
)

5
1

Trench:

Max Dimensions:

Co-ordinates:

Reason:

Context: Type:

13

OS Grid Ref.: SP
OS Grid Ref.: SP

Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.55 m.

(Easting: 87508: Northing: 12447)

(Easting: 87508: Northing: 12422)

Assess archacological potential.

Max: 0.65 m.

Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

1300 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was 0.20m v [
to (.30m thick.

1301 Subsoil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk ] ]

1302 Natural Friable light white chalk occasional small stones Deposit was fragmented il [l
pea-grit chalk.

1303 Pit Sub-oval sides: assymetrical base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.6m, v [l
min depth 0.16m, min length 1.6m

1304 Fill Plastic nud brown grey clay silt occasional small chalk vl ]

1305 Pit sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.35m, min depth 0.42m, Z| D
min length 2.m Plan view not seen. Feature continues beyond edge of trench.

1306 Fill Plastic mid brown grey silty clay moderate small chalk v O

1307 Pit sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.52m, min depth 0.24m, Z E‘
min length 2.m Plan view not seen. Feature continues beyond edge of trench.

1308 Fill Plastic nud brown grey silty clay moderate small chalk v v

1309 Furrow Linear NNW-SSE sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.6m, Z‘ ':l
min depth 0.22m

1310 Primary fill Plastic nud orange grey silty clay occasional small chalk. occasional small stones ] [

1311 Secondary fill Plastic light grey white silty clay frequent small chalk. moderate small stones vl [l

1312 Upper fill Plastic nud orange grey silty clay moderate small chalk. occasional small-medinm vl vl
stones

1313 Furrow Linear NNW-SSE dimensions: min breadth 1.1m, min depth 0.2m W] []

1314 Fill Plastic nud grey brown silty clay moderate small chalk. occasional small stones vl ]

1315 Furrow Linear NW-SE sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1L.6m, min v ]
depth 0.14m

1316 Fill Plastic nud grey brovwn clay silt moderate small chalk, occasional small stones vl O

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire:
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N
)

5
1

Trench:

Max Dimensions:

14

Length: 25.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.45 m.

Max: 0.6 m.

Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87486: Northing: 12510)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 87501 Northing: 12490)
Reason: Assess archaeological potential.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

1400 Topsoil Friable dark brown black silt occasional small stones The deposit was c. vl L]
0.20m thick.

1401 Subsoil Plastic mid grey brown clay silt moderate small chalk The deposit was vl ]
0.20m to 0.28m thick.

1402 Natural Friable light white chalk occasional small stones Deposit was fragmented O ]
pea-grit chalk.

1403 Treethrow Irregular sides: assymetrical base: v-shaped dimensions: min breadth 1.m, v ]
min depth 0.47m, min length 2.75m

1404 Primary fill Firm dark brown grey clay occasional small chalk v []

1405 Secondary fill Plastic light grey brown silty clay occasional small stones vl O

1406 Fill Firm light grey white silt frequent medium-large chalk. moderate medinm-large vl ]
stones

1407 Upper fill Friable mid brown grey clay silt occasional small-medium stones vl ]

1408 Pit Sub-circular sides: assymetrical base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.55m, vl [
min depth 0.08m, min length 0.65m

1409 Fill Friable nnd brown grey clay silt moderate small-medium stones vl O

1410 Treethrow sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.m, min depth 0.17m v [
Plan view not seen. Feature continues bevond edge of trench.

1411 Primary fill Plastic light brown grey silty clay vl [l

1412 Mam fill Friable mid brown grey clay silt frequent small chalk. occasional small stones vl ]

1413 Furrow Linear NNW-S5E sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.9m, vl O
min depth 0.1m

1414 Fill Friable dark grey brown clay silt moderate small-medium stones ]

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire:
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7. APPENDIX 2: FINDS SUMMARY
Eighteen deposits across six trenches yielded sendsdage comprising pottery,
ceramic roof tile, four metal artefacts, animal @@md human skull fragments
(Table 1). No finds were collected from Trenched,5, 7-9, 11 or 14.
Tr. Feature Description Fill DateRange Finds Summary
1 101 Colluvium - Modern Plant pot rim (29)
107 Furrow 108 Late medieval+  Pottery (39)
113 Furrow 114 Late medieval+  Ceramic roof tile)(3g
3 305 Furrow 306 Undated Pottery (19g); iron nails x2
309 Furrow 310 Medieval Pottery (59)
6 603 Furrow 604 Late medieval+  Pottery (119g); cecarof tile (299); lead alloy offcut (2g)
605 Furrow 606 Post-medieval Pottery (39)
609 Pit 610 Prehistoric Pottery (19)
611 Tree-throw 612 Late medieval+  Ceramic roof(dg); iron shoeing nail x1
615 Pit 616 Undated Pottery (2g); animal bone (60g)
10 1006 Ditch 1007 Early medieval Pottery (59)
1012 Pit 1015 Late medieval+  Pottery (59)
12 1207 Pit 1209 Undated Human bone (26g); animal l(8ge
1210 Pit 1211 Undated Animal bone (649)
1215 Pit 1216 Undated Animal bone (13g)
1221 Furrow 1222 Late medieval+  Ceramic roof ti&8Qg)
13 1307 Pit 1308 Undated Fired clay (19)
1309 Furrow 1312 Late medieval+  Ceramic roof tlléqg)
Table 1: Findssummary by trench and feature
7.1  Ceramics

Ten abraded pottery sherds (38g) derived mainiyfiarrows and pits in

Trenches 1, 3, 6 and 10. Their poor and fragmecuedition is reflected in a

low mean sherd weight of 3g, and suggests thatdheyedeposited. Most

sherds are of medieval and later date (Table 2nrEpg the 12th—18th
centuries. Where possible, fabrics are codeddnrdance with the Milton
Keynes post-Roman pottery type series (Mynard aeepiat 1992).

Fabric description No.sherd Wt. (g) Fill:no. sherd
Late Bronze Age/early Iron Age

Fine flint 1 1 (610):1
Medieval and later

Medieval coarse sandy ware (MS2) 1 5 (207):1
Medieval grey sandy ware (MS3) 1 5 (310):1
Late medieval smooth oxidised ware 1 11 (604):1
Late medieval Brill/Boarstall ware (TLMS7) 2 8 (DB (1015):1
Glazed red earthenware (PM8) 1 3 (606):1
Modern earthenware plant pot 1 2 (101):1
Unidentified 2 3 (306):1, (616):1

Table 2: Pottery type series and quantification

7.1.1 Prehistoric
A tiny late Bronze Age/early Iron Age flint-tempérsherd (1g) recovered from
the fill of pit [609] is too small to provide a d@afor the feature, although may
suggest ‘background’ activity during this periofin abraded sand-tempered

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire:
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712

7.2

7.3

7.4

sherd (2g) collected from pit [615] may also begudhistoric origin, although it
Is too small to be identified with certainty.

Medieval and later

Two sand-tempered coarse ware body sherds (10ftbf13th-century date
were collected from furrow [309] and ditch [1006]wo sherds of 15th—17th-
century Brill/Boarstall ware (89), including a juign, derived from furrow [107]
and the upper fill of pit [1012]. A contemporaityesd of smooth oxidised sandy
ware (11g) derived from furrow [603].

Furrow [605] yielded a highly abraded sherd of +@8th-century glazed red
earthenware; a miscellaneous sand-tempered shgrérdin furrow [305]
cannot be dated with any confidence. A moderrheartare plant pot rim (29)
collected from colluvium (101) has not been retdine

Eleven abraded pieces of sand-tempered late meédipwat-medieval flat roof
tile (730g) were collected from furrows [113], [§0RL221], [1309] and tree-
throw [611].

Metal Artefacts

Undatable finds collected from furrows [305] an@3prespectively comprise
two incomplete flat-headed iron nails and a ledolyadheet offcut. A late
medieval / post-medieval shoeing nail (Type D; Gadbti980) derived from
tree-throw [611].

Animal Bone

Twenty-six abraded animal bone fragments (146ggwetlected from pits
[615], [1207] / [1210], and [1215]. The materiahell fragmented, with a
mean bone weight of 5g. Diagnostic elements aseetianeous limb bone
fragments, a portion of sheep / goat mandible amdhorse teeth (molar and
canine).

Human Remains

The fill (1209) of pit [1207 / 1210] contained sedeposited pieces of human
cranium (26g), probably deriving from an immaturdividual.

Land off 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 30
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Tr 6. Pit [615]. Scale 1m. Looking N.

s

Tr 13. Pits [1305] & [1307]. Scale 1m.
Looking SW.

Tr 12. Pit [1207/1210]. Scale 40cm. Tr 12. Pit [1210/1207],
Looking SE. Scale 40cm.
2 2, ; :

Tr 14. Pit [1408]. Scale 40cm. Looking NE. Tr 3. Post hole [303]. Scale 40cm
NE.

cut by land drain.

. Looking

Tr 5. Post hole [503]. Scale 40cm. Looking W.

Figure 8: Pits and post holes — selected photographs

Tr 10

Tr 12. Pit [1203], Scale 1m. Looking NW.

Tr 13. Pit [1303].
Scale 40cm.
Looking SW.
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Tr 7. Ditch
[703].

= Scale 40cm.

-~ Looking NW

Tr 9. Ditch [905]. Scale 1m. Looking NE. Tr 9. Ditch [907] & [909]. Tr 9. Ditch [911]. Scale 1m. Looking NE Tr 10. Ditch [1006/1008]. Scale 1m.
Scale 1m. Looking NE. Looking SE

Tr 12. Ditch
[1217],
Scale 40cm.
. Looking W.
Tr 10. Ditch [1008/1006]. Scale 1m. Tr 1. Furrow [103], Scale 1m. Looking SW. Tr 7. Furrow [708] and French land drain, Tr 10. French land drain, Scale 40cm.
Looking SW. Scale 1m. Looking SW. Looking S.

Figure 9: Ditches, furrows and French land drains — selected photographs
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