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current state of knowledge.
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Key Terms
Throughout this document the following terms orrabviations are used:

AO Archaeology Officer of the BCC Historic Envirommt Service
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BCC Buckinghamshire County Council
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LPA Local Planning Authority
WSI Written scheme of investigation
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Non-technical Summary

Aylesbury Vale District Council granted Rectory t@xsClinton) Ltd outline planning
permission (16/00780/A0P) for housing developmanand to the rear of 93
Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire.

A condition attached to the planning consent (Cbordil3) required the
implementation of a programme of archaeologicakstigation as a consequence of
the development.

Archaeological field evaluation, completed in Debem2016, had indicated that the
north-eastern half of the development site retaimethaeological potential. As a
result, the Archaeology Officer of Buckinghamsi@ieainty Council issued an
Archaeological Design Brief setting out a requir@mnior open-area archaeological
excavation within this part of the development. sitbe archaeological excavation
was carried out between May and June 2017.

Given the nature of the recovered data sets, itagrased with the Archaeology
Officer that this report would present the resafsll stages of the archaeological
investigations, including any required analysigtod results.

The earliest and most notable archaeological feaguevealed were boundary
ditches and an enclosure dating to the late Brokhge/early Iron Age. Their location
and, albeit small, finds assemblage suggest tleatdlated settlement focus is likely
to have lain to the west and north-west of the ditater features were largely
associated with the site’s agricultural use durthg medieval and post-medieval
periods, consisting of a series of furrows pre-dgtihe upstanding ridge and furrow
earthworks within the site. A distinct area tengrdy set aside for quarrying,
probably during the late medieval/early post-medigeriod, was also revealed.

Following approval of this report by the ArchaeoyoQfficer, the archive of materials
(subject to the landowner’s permission) and accamypay records will be deposited
with the Buckinghamshire County Museum (accessionber AYBCM: 2016.125). A
summary of the investigations will be publishe®atords of Buckinghamshire and
the CBA South Midlands annual report; this repoitt also be uploaded onto the
ADS Online Access to the Index of Archaeologicadstigations (OASIS ref:
albionar1-281061).
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INTRODUCTION

11

1.2

1.3

Project Background

Aylesbury Vale District Council granted Rectory (&s Clinton) Ltd outline
planning permission (16/00780/A0P) for housing digmment on land to the
rear of 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckingishire.

A condition attached to the planning consent (Comdlil3) required the
implementation of a programme of archaeologicaésgtigation as a
consequence of the development. Archaeologidal &ealuation, completed
in December 2016, had indicated that the developsiencontained
archaeological remains that largely comprisedauiis ditches, all located in
the north-eastern half of the development site iGKIArchaeology 2017a).
Although only sparse dating material was obtaimethfthese features, the
quantity of pits and ditches and their proximitykttown archaeological
remains to the north-east suggested that theetdeed archaeological
potential.

For this reason and in accordance withNagional Planning Policy
Framework(DCLG 2012), the Archaeology Officer (AO) of Buolghamshire
County Council issued an Archaeological Design BBECAS 2017) setting
out a requirement for open-area archaeologicalvatin within the north-
eastern half of the development site.

The archaeological excavation was carried out batviday and June 2017 in
accordance with the Brief (BCAS 2017) and a Writsatmeme of
Investigation (Albion Archaeology 2017b) approvadtie AO on behalf of
the local planning authority.

Status and Purpose of this Document

Given the nature of the recovered data sets, itagesed with the AO that this
report would present the results of all stage$iefarchaeological
investigations, including any required analysishaf results.

Site Location and Description

The village of Aston Clinton lies on the northetopes of the Chiltern Hills in
the Aylesbury Vale¢. 5km to the east of Aylesbury and3km west of Tring.
The A41 now bypasses the village to the north tsubiiginal route still forms
the main road through the village following theeliof the Roman Akeman
Street. Within the village the former A41 is cdlleondon Road, but it
changes its name to Aylesbury Road when it passegihction with Weston
Road to the south-east of the site.

The site lies to the north of 93 Aylesbury Roady(ffé 1) and at the time of
the archaeological investigation consisted of alpall containing the
remnants of ridge and furrow earthworks. It isi@ied on level ground at a
height ofc. 90m OD and is bounded to the south by residept@erties
fronting onto Aylesbury Road and to the north, east west by further
paddocks and arable fields; a brook runs alongnthnth-eastern edge of the

Land to the Rear of 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire:
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1.4

141

1.4.2

site. The underlying geology consists of Gaultfration And Upper
Greensand Formation (undifferentiated) — Mudst&iléstone and Sandstone

The excavation area measued®.85ha and was located within the north-
eastern half of the development site centred ahrgference SP 87467 12458.

Archaeological and Historical Background

Archaeological evaluation of the site

The trial trenching took place between 28th Novenael 12th December
2016 and comprised the excavation of fourteen tresc

Medieval / post-medieval furrows and modern dravese found to be present
across the site; some of the furrows correspondgdupstanding ridge and
furrow earthworks. Archaeological features, whintiuded a number of pits
and ditches, were revealed within the trencheeembrth-eastern half of the
site; these features produced virtually no artsfact

The ditches were interpreted as probable fieldesydioundaries. The
purpose of the pits was uncertain; some of theefanges were thought likely
to be quarries. One of the features containedfeangs of a human cranium,
which might have originated from a burial disturlyecntiquity, but its
significance was uncertain.

Due to the paucity of artefacts, dating of thedead was problematic, though
by comparison with the results from the Brook Fasmavation to the north-
east (Albion Archaeology 2017c), a broad medieadt dvas tentatively
suggested.

The wider historic and archaeological background

A heritage statement was compiled in April 2015b{ah Archaeology 2015)
to accompany the planning application. The documenewed known
heritage assets recorded in the Historic EnvironirRexcord (HER) in the
vicinity of the site and a 500m-radius study areaund it and assessed the
potential for further assets within the site itsdté main conclusions are
summarised here, together with more recent evidgooe evaluations in the
vicinity of the site.

Aston Clinton lies at the junction of the IckniaMay, thought to be
prehistoric in origin, and Roman Akeman Street,agomrouteway from
Roman London to Cirencester. The present-day AvigsRoad follows the
line of Akeman Street (010500).

The data of known prehistoric and Roman settlersiges in the HER suggests
a wide corridor of settlement along this Roman r@8lduassar 2016). For
example, late Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman seéfe remains, including
the existence of a Roman trackway on the sameabngkeman Street, were

! British Geological Survey Geology of Britain Viewdnttp://www.bgs.ac.ukAccessed 09/01/2018
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excavated during investigations of the Aston Clinbypass to the west and
north of the site (Masefield 2008).

Excavations at the Arla Dairy site,1km to the north of the site, revealed a
late Iron Age/ Romano-British settlement locatedaaslight ridge of ground
situated adjacent to ponds and marshy ground. I&lgiexcavations at
Stablebridge Road, 1 km to the south-east of the site encountered a
significant late Iron Age/early Roman settlemend #re course of the Lower
Icknield Way.

Closer to the site, several prehistoric and Ronrairdpots are known.

Evidence for a possible late Iron Age settlemerd wedrieved during the
machine-digging of a pond 500m to the east of the site (0572500, 0572501).
Work during the pond-digging recorded a possibkrthestructure and
“plentiful” Belgic pottery. A number of Iron Ageoins were found by metal-
detecting in a fielet. 500m west of the site (MBC 31953, 32054, 32055,
32056, 32100).

A number of ditches of possible Roman date werawaded during an
evaluation of the land adjacent to the site inghst. The ditches were
possibly part of a Roman field system (076850, EB&71l). The absence of
any artefacts, with the exception of one sherdahBn pottery in the fill of
one of the ditches, suggests that they were notargaRoman settlement.
The ditches were parallel to existing field bounesrsuggesting the possible
antiquity of the current field system.

Aston Clinton was recorded in Domesday Book (1086¢gesting it has at
least late Saxon origins. The site lies withint pdrfield systems that were
adjacent to the medieval settlement; ridge andfarthworks survive
within the site. Field systems and enclosuresddt the medieval and post-
medieval periods were revealed during excavation &0the north-east of the
site on the other side of the brook (Albion Archagy 2017c).

To the east of the site, possible medieval plondaties, which contained
abraded and residual Romano-British pottery shevdee excavated at Park
Farm, adjacent to Church Lane. The evaluationrteqmies that Church Lane
follows the general NE-SW alignment of prehistorackways and
boundaries in the vicinity and, therefore, a Romate for the ditches cannot
be discounted (Cotswold Archaeology 2016, 2).

1.5 Project Objectives

The primary function of the archaeological worksswa determine and
understand the nature, function and charactereo$itie in its cultural and
environmental setting, and to prepare and dissémmeeport that fully
describes the findings (this document).

The general objective was to advance understaraditige historic
environment at a local and regional scale withipaldr reference to the
relevant research agendas for the region as setithimh Solent-Thames:
Research Framework for the Historic Environments®gce Assessments

Land to the Rear of 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire: 8
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and Research Agendédey and Hind 2014). The following project spexif
objectives were identified in the project brief (BE 2017):

1.

Establish the chronology, layout and developmedtesnonomic
function (e.g. arable/pastoral) of any identifiafid
system(s)/droveways and associated features fepcocessing or
storage areas).

Establish the chronology, character, status andao@ basis of any
occupation and investigate its relationship tofiblel system(s). If
necessary, confirm the dating of the earliest amal phases of
occupation by scientific dating.

Establish the extent, date and character of anglrdr burial remains
and investigate the nature of such activities cotetlion the site and
their relationship to settlement and fields.

Interpret the results of the project within the t&oa of current
knowledge and research on the relevant periodseimetgion,
specifically how the buried archaeological remaospare with other
sites recorded in the area, such as Land NorthradlBFarm.

Carry out a programme of environmental samplinfyitther
understanding of the palaeo-environment of the site

Land to the Rear of 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire:
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2 METHODOLOGY

The area of excavation measue®.85 ha and targeted the archaeological
features revealed during trial trenching within tieeth-eastern half of the site
(Figure 1).

All topsoil and overburden was removed by a meat@mExcavator using a
toothless bucket, operating under close archaexdbgupervision.

Deposits encountered were investigated and recondgctordance with
Albion’s Procedures Manual.

Throughout the project the standards set out ifdalh@ving documents have
been adhered to:

Albion Archaeology

Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwdi&nd ed,
2002).

Archaeological
Archives Forum

Archaeological Archives: A Guide to best practic
in creation, compilation, transfer and curati¢dnd
ed. 2011)

(42

Buckinghamshire
County Museum

Procedures for Notifying and Transferring
Archaeological Archivegev. 2013)

CIfA

Charter and by-Law2014);Code of Conduct
(2014)

Standard and guidance for archaeological
excavation(2014)

Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of
archaeological material§2014)

English Heritage

Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theol
and practice of methods, from sampling and
recovery to post-excavation. 2nd ¢2011)

y

Historic England

Management of Research Projects in the Histori

)

Environment (MORPHER015)

A detailed methodology is provided in the Writteth8me of Investigation
(Albion Archaeology 2017b).
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Introduction

All archaeological features and deposits reveaigthd the archaeological
works are discussed chronologically below and showfigures 2-5. Full
details of the artefacts and ecofacts recoveredarined in Appendix 1.

3.2  Overburden and Undisturbed Geological Deposits

The overburden was fairly uniform in character uted in thickness across
the site due to the surviving ridge and furrow leadrks.

It comprised 0.15—-0.30m of topsoil above 0.10-0.26mid-brown-grey

silty clay subsoil. This overlay undisturbed geptal deposits, which varied
across the excavation area; within the centralrenmth-eastern parts of the site
closest to the brook these consisted of light yeNahite silty gravels and to
the south-west, of broad bands of mid-orange-giey and light orange silty
clay.

A generally W—E aligned band of palaeochannel dép@sl/G24 — the
remains of a former watercourse — was located likrika subsoil within the
central part of the site (Figure 2). The depogitsed from light grey-white
silt and gravel to mid-brown silty clay. The curtevatercourse — known as
the Bear Brook — runs along the north-eastern eddee site.

3.3 Phase 1: Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age Feature s and Deposits
(Figure 2)

3.3.1 Boundary and enclosure within the western corner ofhe site

A NE-SW aligned ditch G4, measuring 0.96—1.1m veide 0.44m deep, was
revealed within the western corner of the siteyas filled with a mid orange-
grey to brown-grey silty clay, which produced twwesls of late Bronze
Agelearly Iron Age pottery.

The ditch was truncated by ditches G5/G6, definirggsouth-west and south-
east sides of an enclosure that appeared to re$gelE—SW aligned
boundary previously defined by ditch G4. Ditch @&s 1.5-2.05m wide,
0.25-0.7m deep and contained deposits that vanoed fhid-orange-grey silty
clay to dark orange-grey silty clay.

Following the same course as ditch G5, ditch G@&appto represent a re-cut
of the earlier ditch. It was of a similar size loohtained a slightly darker fill
— a mid-brown silty clay to dark grey-black clait.siA modest number of
late Bronze Age/early Iron Age pottery sherds andlsamount of animal
bone — of cattle, sheep/goat and horse — were egedvirom the fills of

both ditches. A single identifiable cereal graihbarley, was also recovered
along with the possible residues of arable weedlsrttay have been
incidentally imported onto the site with the cesedllodest snail assemblages
recovered from both ditches were dominated by sgdgpically found in
water bodies that seasonally dry up; the bulk efrdmaining species were
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3.3.1

3.3.1

3.3.2

those associated with open country or grasslandrahchtive of grazed
pasture.

The south-east arm of enclosure G5/G6 became abticehallower towards
its north-east end where it appeared to mergetivdlgenerally W-E aligned
palaeochannel (G24; see below). As it appearate been contemporary
with the enclosure ditches, the palaeochannel pigls®rved to define the
north-eastern limits of the enclosure.

Palaeochannel deposits G24

A generally W-E aligned palaeochannel G1 — the nesnaf a former
watercourse — was located within the central phthe site, continuing
beyond the limits of the excavation to the nortrstnand east. The channel
was 1.8—-4.6m wide and 0.1-0.25m deep; its loweosiepgenerally consisted
of light grey-white silts and gravels, whilst itppermost deposits G24
comprised mid-brown silty clay.

This watercourse is likely to have been in existeioc a considerable period
of time, before a small sherd of late Bronze Ageydeon Age pottery and a
modest amount of animal bone became incorporatedtsfills. However, it
was still at least partially open during the penduken the nearby late Bronze
Agelearly Iron Age enclosures were in use.

Ditches G2 and G3

Two small, somewhat isolated, ditches were locatighin the central part of
the site. They were of similar size and charackitch G2 was 0.33—0.60m
wide and 0.07-0.11m deep; it contained mid-browwg siay. Ditch G3 was
0.5-0.57m wide and 0.11-0.33m deep; it containedbrown to mid-grey-
brown clay silt.

Neither ditch produced any artefacts. Howevely tqgpeared to merge with
the palaeochannel deposits, suggesting that tipegsent some form of land
division that could be broadly contemporary witk thte Bronze Age/early
Iron Age activity within the western corner of thiee.

Tree throws/root holes G7

A number of irregular-shaped features of varyiragsiwere investigated near
to the north-east side of the excavation area)lphvéth the brook. They
measured 0.3—4m across and were 0.06—0.4m deegy. cbhtained deposits
that varied from mid-brown-grey silty clay to ddstown-grey clay silt.

Their very irregular shape and location suggesttsttiey are the result of past
vegetation that has exploited the historically eegiround in this part of the
site — as signified by the ‘ancient’ palaeochardegosits and the nearby
brook, which runs parallel with this side of theesiSome of these holes or
depressions are likely to have been open durintatbeBronze Age/early Iron
Age period, when they were used to dispose of alibbr naturally collected
washed-in material. A few small sherds of laterBmAge/early Iron Age
pottery and some animal bone were recovered fram fiis; fragments of an
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3.4

3.4.1

3.4.2

adult human skull were recovered from one of tlauiees during the trial
trenching (see Appendix 1; Section 6.4).

The human skull fragments were a unique find withminvestigated area,
with no other human remains being present. luigegpossible that they
entered the local watercourse some distance awaywhere they came to
rest within a tree-hole void. The deposition ofrfain remains within water
features has been conjectured as an Iron Age rasdlurials for the period
are under-represented on contemporary settlentest si

Phase 2: Late Medieval/Early Post-medieval Feat ures (c. 1400—-
1600) (Figure 3)

Cultivation furrows G8

In addition to the upstanding ridge and furrow leadrks, earlier phases of
cultivation furrows were revealed as linear ‘neggtfeatures within the site.

Furrows G8 were the earliest phase of furrows¢batd be distinguished;
they were slightly off-set in relation to the latarrows but were on a similar
NE-SW alignment. They were spaced 6.5-8.5m apdrhad typically
shallow, concave profiles, up to 0.2m in deptheytvere filled with a light
grey-brown to brown-grey silty clay.

Ridge and furrow cultivation typically dates to tmedieval or early post-
medieval period, though the system of strip farngagtinued in use in some
areas until the fields were ‘Inclosed’ from thelL.8entury onwards. Two
fragments of late medieval/early post-medieval tdefwere recovered from
one of the furrows.

The north-east end of this area of cultivation @ppé¢o have later been set
aside for quarrying (see below), though the arg¢hdsouth-west of the
quarries would in all likelihood have still beenden cultivation.

Quarry area — pits G9 and boundary ditches G11, G12nd G17

A distinct area set aside for quarrying was locatietthe north-east end of the
area of cultivation furrows G8. The vast majonfythe quarry pits were
located within the depressions of the furrows —hegroup of quarry pits
being arranged in a linear fashion presumably g0 agploit the already
reduced ground level created by the furrows.

The shape of the quarry pits varied considerabity) vectangular, oval and
irregular-shaped examples all being present iregiweximity to each other.
Some had shallow, concave profiles whilst othesdtaeper, vertical sides
and flat bases. They ranged in size from 1.5-16tg,|11.08—4.25m wide and
0.1-0.53m deep. They contained backfill depobis varied from light grey-
white silty gravel to mid-brown-grey or grey-browitty clay.

A small amount of pottery and roof tile fragmengidg from the medieval to
early post-medieval periods was recovered frongtreery pits, suggesting
that they are most likely to date to the later reedi/early post-medieval
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3.4.3

3.4.4

3.5

3.5.1

period. The location of the quarry pits suggeds#és they were extracting the
mix of gravel and siltier chalky/calcareous claydsits within this area of the
site, rather than the heavier clay deposits furtbi¢ine south-west; the
qguarried deposits could have had a number of usdading as daub-like
material for walling.

Two NW-SE aligned ditches (G11 and G17) appeaate loriginally
demarcated the 20m-wide strip that was available for quarryiatjhough
some of the quarry pits did appear to have extebdgdnd this area. A
similarly aligned ditch G12 may have defined a pttd extension to the
quarry area further to the south-west, althougly ardmall number of quarry
pits were located within this area — it may haveved to be unproductive,
given the more variable geology (with increasingpants of clay) the further
one travels to the south-west. All three ditcheseasimilarly shallow; ditches
G11 and G17 were 0.24-1.1m wide and 0.04-0.16m, ddefe ditch G12
wasc. 0.53m wide and 0.15-0.25m deep. They were filgd mid-brown-
grey silty clay; a small amount of animal bone frditth G12 represents the
only finds recovered from these boundaries.

NE-SW aligned boundary/route-way ditches G10 and G

Two broadly parallel ditches (G10 and G13), alighe-SW and more than
40m long, were revealed within the south-east gftie site; both ditches
truncated the nearest quarry pit and thus postttatbackfilling of that
particular feature.

The ditches were 0.38-0.8m wide and 0.06—0.0m dbep;were filled with
mid- to dark brown-grey silty clay. A single shafate medieval/early post-
medieval pottery was recovered from ditch G10.

It is possible that the ditches defined a 4.3-5v@e trackway, although their
slightly divergent alignments and slightly diffetdills suggest that they are
perhaps more likely to represent a boundary thaichanged position over
time.

Tree-throws/root holes G16

A broadly NW-SE aligned band of irregular-shapeatidees G16 mark the
location of trees/shrubs growing within the preshipghen uncultivated area
immediately to the north-east of furrows G8, quanitg G9 and associated
boundary G17.

These features contained markedly darker fills —& grey-brown to dark
brown-grey silty clays — than those of the earlinase 1 tree/root holes G7.
A late medieval/post-medieval iron shoeing nail &ing fragment of roof tile
were recovered from their fills.

Phase 3: Post-medieval Features (c. 1500-1750) (Figure 4)

Second phase of NE-SW aligned cultivation furrows G}

Occasional surviving examples of a second phaddeefSW aligned furrows,
representing the gradual movement of the plougtrggver time, were
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located parallel to and immediately north-westhef €arlier, Phase 2 furrows
G8. In places they were truncated by later furr@4$ (see below).

Though terminating in a similar position to thatloé earlier furrows, these
features appear to post-date the Phase 2 qua®gngisibly cutting across
the backfilled quarry pits.

The furrows were typically wide and shallow andteamed mid-orange-
brown to dark grey-brown silty clay. A single, dhsherd of post-medieval
pottery and fragments of late medieval/early postigval roof tile were
recovered from the furrows.

3.5.2 Final phase of cultivation furrows (G15)

The final phase of furrows G15 represents the rensnaf the ridge and
furrow earthworks that were upstanding immediapelgr to these works.
Their fills tended to be notably darker in coloan those of the earlier
furrows, consisting of mid-grey-brown to dark ghengwn silty clay. A small
number of late medieval/post-medieval artefactsewecovered from their
fills, including pottery sherds, roof tile fragmerdnd an ox-shoe.

By this time, the strip of land adjacent to thetherast boundary of the site
and closest to the brook was also being cultivgiedhaps due to drier ground
conditions. Furrows within this area were aligh8y—SE, perpendicular to
the furrows to the south-west.

3.6 Phase 4: Modern Features (post-1750) (Figure 5)

3.6.1 French drains G20

An extensive system of French field drains wasegmewithin the site, in
many cases having been placed within the basé® détest series of furrows.
The cut of the drains was typically 0.2—0.3m widd @ 0.25m deep; they
were filled with the characteristic chalk fragments

French field drains are so called because they deseribed and popularised
by the lawyer and farmer, Henry Flagg French (18885) of Massachusetts,
in his 1859 bookarm Drainage French’s own drains were made of sections
of roofing tile, laid with an eighth-of-an-inch géetween the sections to
admit water.

3.6.2 Land drains G19

Red ceramic-pipe land drains, likely to date teeadier than the 19th century,
were revealed across the site. In some case#itegiso been placed within
the bases of the most recent furrows.

3.6.3 Geo-technical trenches G21

Backfilled geo-technical trenches resulting froroem ground assessment
tests were present on site; where visible themtioos were recorded.
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3.7 Undated Features (Figure 5)

Three small, shallow features G18 were investigatat to the location of the
late Bronze Age/early Iron Age enclosure within western corner of the site.

Two of the features were investigated within onéheftrial trenches; they
were sub-oval in plan and measucedm xc. 0.80m across and 0.18m

deep. The third feature was sub-circular in plath measured 0.71m x 0.64m
across and 0.03m deep.

All three features were filled with dark brown-grelay silt; two each
contained a tiny fragment of unidentifiable pottefyheir shallow and rather
irregular shape suggests that they could be thdt @fstree/root holes; a large
tree throw/area of rooting G16 is located closewio of the features.
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4 CONCLUSIONS

The earliest and most notable archaeological feattevealed on site were
boundary ditches and an enclosure dating to teeBainze Age/early Iron
Age. Their location and, albeit small, finds asb&ge suggest that the
related settlement focus is likely to have laithte west and north-west of the
site. These features add to the growing body mlezxce of later prehistoric
settlement within the area; features of a simiktedvere revealed during
investigations associated with the constructiothefAston Clinton Bypass at
sites 1.5km to the west and 2km to the east o$itke The location of these
sites within the Aylesbury Vale may have been fagdufor a number of
reasons — having the use of the nearby watercoarskgrazing land of the
Vale for cattle and sheep within the summer montbsld have been
advantageous whilst, as has been suggested frdmdmfrom the Aston
Clinton Bypass excavations (Masefield 2008, 18B) having access to the
nearby Chiltern Hills for grazing during the wintaonths.

Historical mapping and aerial photography indidhtd the site lies within an
area of field systems that would have adjoinechiedieval settlement of
Aston Clinton. The upstanding ridge and furrowtleaorks within the site
and the series of earlier furrows revealed duregihvestigations are
evidence of the site’s agricultural use duringriredieval and post-medieval
periods; further evidence of these field systentsearclosures was revealed
during excavation to the north-east of the siteéhanother side of the brook
(Albion Archaeology 2017c). During the later mediearly post-medieval
period a distinct piece of the cultivated area setsaside for quarrying —
numerous quarry pits were located within the presip cultivated furrows.
The quarried mix of gravel and siltier chalky/catxaus clay deposits could
have had a number of uses, including as daub-létemal for walling. The
extent of the latest series of furrows indicates this area of quarrying was
again being cultivated, probably, by the earliestpoedieval period.

Following approval of this report by the AO, thel@ve of materials (subject
to the landowner’s permission) and accompanyingroecwill be deposited
with the Buckinghamshire County Museum (accessionlver AYBCM:
2016.125). A summary of the investigations willgaglished irRecords of
Buckinghamshirand the CBA South Midlands annual report; this repall
also be uploaded onto the ADS Online Access tarttiex of Archaeological
Investigations (OASIS ref: albionar1-281061).
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6 APPENDIX 1: ARTEFACTS AND ECOFACTS
6.1 Ceramics
The pottery assemblage totals 51 abraded sher8g)Gipproximately half
are datable to the later Bronze Age/earlier Irore Aand the remainder are of
medieval and later date, broadly spanning the 11&tk-centuries (Table 1).
Fabric name No.sherd  Wt. (g)
Late Bronze Age/early Iron Age
Coarse flint 12 140
Fine flint 6 91
Flint and sand 2 28
Flint and grog 1 37
Fine sand 3 39
Medieval and later
Medieval shelly ware (MC1) 1 9
Medieval coarse sandy ware (MS2) 10 68
Late medieval oxidised ware 1 11
Late medieval Brill/Boarstall ware (TLMS7) 2 8
Glazed red earthenware (PM8) 5 63
Transfer-printed white earthenware (PM25) 3 46
Modern terracotta plant pot 1 53
Unidentified 4 15
* Fabric codes in accordance with the Milton Keypest-Roman pottery type series
(Mynard 1992).
Table 1: Pottery type series and quantification
6.1.1 Prehistoric
Twenty-four plain body sherds representing twelessels (335g: mean sherd
weight 14g) derived mainly from Phase 1 enclosiutehds5 (Table 2).
Fabrics are predominantly flint-tempered, broadigracteristic of the later
Bronze Age and earlier Iron Age in the region, aathparable with wares
recovered from Sites A and B along the route ofAk®n Clinton Bypass
(Slowikowski 2008, 224). An absence of diagnostierds (rims, bases) or
classifiable forms precludes closer dating.
6.1.2 Medieval and later

Medieval and later pottery (23 sherds, weighinggdsfcurred mainly in
guarry pits, furrows and topsoil/subsoil depos#isigned to Phases 2—4 (Table
2). Twelfth- to thirteenth-century wares compiise coarse sandy sherds and
a contemporary shelly body sherd, collected fromrgupit G9. An everted

rim jar with a vertical applied thumbed strip i thole diagnostic early
medieval form. Two sherds of 15th—17th-centurylBoarstall ware,

including a jug rim, and a similarly dated sherdgwofooth oxidised sandy ware
derived from furrows G14/G15. The latter also eamed five abraded sherds
of 16th—18th-century glazed red earthenware. @tiad sherds of 19th-
century transfer-printed earthenware and the ramfa modern terracotta
plant pot (not retained) derived from G23.

Quarry pits G9 (Phase 2) and furrows G14/G15 (PBagelded 54 sand-
tempered late medieval/post-medieval peg tile fraigs (2.7 kQ).
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Ph.  Group No. Sherd  Wt. (g)
1 G4 Ditch 2 4
G5 Enclosure ditch 15 239
G6 Enclosure ditch re-cut 3 37
G7 Tree boles 5 58
G24 Palaeochannel 1 2

2 G9 Quarry pits 10
G13 NE-SW aligned ditch 1
3 G14 Furrows 1
G15 Furrows 2 24
4 G20 French drains 1
G23Subsoil and topsoil 8
5 G18 Undated features 2
Total 51 608

Table 2: Pottery quantification by Phase and Group

6.2 Other Finds

Phase 1 enclosure ditch re-cut G6 yielded an iviedate 13th- to later 15th-
century iron shoeing nail with a shouldered heatirésbon-like shank
(registered artefact (RA) 3), and an indeterminrate sheet/strip fragment
(RA4).

Degraded and amorphous lava fragments (299) fraotaay quern or
millstone (RA5) were collected from Phase 2 quaity G9. Although a
long-lived form, occurring in the Roman period apédnning the mid-Saxon
to post-medieval periods, it seems likely in thateat of the site that RA5
may date to the latter period. A late medievaliyoedieval iron shoeing nail
(RA2: Type D; Goodall 1980) derived from tree bol&ks.

Phase 3 furrows G15 contained an incomplete meldog\@ost-medieval iron
ox-shoe (RA6) with a wavy-rimmed edge, a lead aflbget off-cut (RA1) and
a damaged iron nail shank or staple arm.

Furrows G15 and subsoil/topsoil G23 yielded fiveéydobacco pipe stem
fragments (11g), one with a protruding decorated,spf post-medieval or
later date.

6.3 Animal Bone

The assemblage totals 279 fragments (2.6kg) olatairehand-collection and
the sieving of environmental samples. The matesialell fragmented, with a
mean bone weight of 11g, and generally abradedhgrients were identified
to species where possible, with reference to Hligk®92) and Schmid
(1972). Given the condition of the material, thearding of metrical data was
not possible. The small size of the assemblagevalbnly general
conclusions to be drawn regarding species reprasemtand husbandry
practices.

6.3.1 Prehistoric

Phase 1 features yielded 244 fragments (2.2kgurdng mainly in enclosure
ditch G5 and its re-cut G6 (Table 3). Speciesaspnted are cattle,
sheep/goat and horse, with less diagnostic rendgemgifiable only as large
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6.3.2

6.4

6.4.1

6.4.1

and medium mammals. Classifiable elements are liome shafts, ribs,
scapulae, vertebrae, a single astragalus, cradia@m cores, mandibles (one
toothless), and several loose teeth, includinde;atheep/goat and horse
molars and a horse canine. No cut marks were vbd@n any fragments,
and there is no evidence for splitting the longdsofor marrow extraction.
None of the bones appears to have been gnaweduglthn some instances,
heavy surface erosion may have obscured such eadeXthough the
material represents the general accumulation ofedtimrefuse, the small
assemblage size suggests the focus of domestensetit lies beyond the
limit of excavation.

Medieval and later

Thirty-five abraded fragments (389g) were colledtedn features assigned to
Phases 2 and 3, the majority from NW-SE alignechd&12. Most pieces
derive from indeterminate limb bones: a fragmermatlie radius and two
sheep/goat molars are the only diagnostic elements.

Ph.  Group No. Frag. Wt (9)
1 G4 Ditch 2 14
G5 Enclosure ditch 45 829
G6 Enclosure ditch re-cut 48 645
G7 Tree boles 60 221
G24 Palaeochannel 89 552
2 G9 Quarry pits 16 81
G12 NW-SE aligned ditch 14 260
3 G14 Furrows 2 27
G15 Furrows 3 21
Total 279 2,650

Table 3: Animal bone quantification by Phase and Group
Human Bone

Methodology

Fragmentary human skull bone was recovered frominvén area of tree
rooting (1209; G7), dated to the late Bronze Agdydaon Age (Phase 1). It
was visually examined to enable identificationed@rvation was scored on a
three-point scale from good to poor. The remaiasevinsufficiently well
preserved to allow the collection of metric or noetric data.

Results

Five conjoining fragments come from the centratiparof the left parietal,
adjacent to the sagittal suture and measured laofof8mm anterior to
posterior and 57mm in a medio-lateral directiome Bixth fragment comes
from the adjacent area of the right parietal andsuees 46mm (a-p) by 30mm
(m-1). All but one of the breaks has occurredtreéy recently, the posterior
border of the right parietal having been brokeantiquity. The thickness of
the cranial vault suggests that the bone is mbslylfrom an adult. The
sagittal suture remains entirely open, and altharghge at death estimate
cannot be accurately obtained from this aloneyggests that the remains are
not those of an elderly individual.
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6.4.1

6.5

6.5.1

6.5.2

Discussion and conclusions

The remains represent a single individual and rilasly originate from a
young or middle-aged adult. The discovery of ismlaelements of human
bone is not uncommon in prehistoric contexts. &heiconsiderable evidence
of variety in Bronze Age burial practices (Brickd3027), whilst a recent
revaluation of evidence for excarnation in the iBnitiron Age also noted great
variety in the treatment and location for the disargy of human remains and
the rarity of formal cemeteries (Booth and Madgw2€Kki 6).

Charred Plant Remains

Methodology

During the investigations a number of environmehtdk soil samples were
collected for the recovery of biological materiaisluding charred plant
remains for potential information on the agrarianreomy (crop husbandry
and processing) of the site during the late prehisperiod.

Four samples of. 30 litres were collected from ditch fills assdewith a
late Bronze Age/early Iron Age enclosure (G5/GAl, or virtually all, the
soil from each sample was processed using a Sytaftype flotation tank
with mesh sizes of 0.3mm and 1mm for the recovétieflot and residue
respectively. The residues were dried and sodediblogical remains and
artefacts. The flots were also dried and any egptant remains sorted and
quantified with the exception of grain fragmentsrw@and charcoal,
estimates of which were made using the followirglesc + =1-10; ++ = 11-
50; +++ =51-150; ++++ = 151-250; +++++ = >250 ieenThe charred plant
remains were identified using a binocular microgctggether with modern
and charred reference material and manuals (egpéetset al 2006).

Results

Three of the four ditch fill samples produced tsaoe occasional fragmented
and poorly preserved cereal grains, none of wiiokever, could be
identified except for a possible barldydrdeum vulgarggrain in ditch fill
(2175; G5) (sample <7>) (Table 4). Large charrédd grass (Poaceae) seeds
in ditch fills (2175; G5) and (2178; G6) and a ckdiPersicaria(knotweed)
seed in ditch fill (2232; G5), may be the residakarable weeds incidentally
imported onto the site with the cereals. Thereawer charred plant remains
in sampled ditch fill (2230; G6).

Little comment may be made on the basis of theserfeinly unidentifiable,
cereal grains, with barley, tentatively identifiadone sample, along with
hulled wheat Triticum dicoccum/spel)eéeing the main cereals during the late
Bronze Age and early Iron Age (Greig 1991, 302,)30khe few grains
probably represent background debris blowing ardbadsite, accidentally
burnt while being dried before milling or duringof preparation/cooking, in
domestic activities perhaps taking place at sors&adce from the sampled
features. There was little charcoal in any ofdheh fill samples which
included occasional or small amounts of potenti@gntifiable (>2mm)
fragments.
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A few uncharred seeds in the four samples incluBiagaver somniferum
(opium poppy)Ranunculugbuttercup) Carduus/Cirsiunthistles),
Sambucusgelder) andBuxus semperiver{box) are probably intrusive,
particularly given the presence of large amount®ofs and occasional worm
eggs in the flots.

Period Late Bronze Age/early Iron Age
Group 5 5 6 6
Feature | Ditch Ditch Ditch Ditch
Feature number | 2174 2231 2176 2229
Context type Fill Fill Fill Fill
Context number | 2175 2232 2178 2230
Sample number 7 5 6 4
Volume of soil (litres) 30 30 28 20
Volume of flot (ml) 2 1 2 <1
Latin name English name
Cereal grains
cf Hordeum vulgare ?barley 1
Cerealia indet. indet. cereal (estimate 4 3 6
indet cereal fragments
Cerealia indet. <2mm + + +
Other plant/weed seeds
Persicariasp. knotweed 1
wild grasses (large
Poaceae indet. seeds) 1 1
indeterminate wood charcoal +++ ++ +++4 ++
Total nos 6 4 7 0

Item frequency: +=1-10; ++=11-50; +++=51-150; +++450 items
Table 4: Charred plant remains

6.6 Snails

6.6.1 Introduction and methodology

Four environmental samples taken from the late Beokge/early Iron Age
enclosure ditch G5 and its re-cut G6 contained stsgsemblages which were
deemed worthy of further study (Giorgi 2017). Saes@ and 4 were taken
from the fill and re-cut fill on the south-eastesiof the enclosure ditch, while
samples 7 and 6 were taken from the fill and refiluidn the south-west side.
Sample processing was conducted by Albion Archagoémd the flots caught
on a 300 micron sieve were submitted for studghtiuld be noted that bulk
environmental samples can mix distinct snail assagels which may change
with no accompanying visual change in the sedirobatacter so these
samples could mix chronologically distinct assergbta Nevertheless there is
some uniformity in the assemblages. The snails vdergified using reference
material and keys (Macan 1969; Cameron 2008) awitalividually
guantified.
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6.6.2 Results

The primary fills of the enclosure ditch (G5) hareduced much richer snail
assemblages than the re-cut (Tabl&bllusc taxa identified within sample
flots from) reflecting either a faster infilling @6 or perhaps poorer
preservation in the re-cut fills or a differencehe fills (i.e. primary fill of re-
cut G6 but secondary fill of G5 sampled).

The two samples from G5 are dominated by the anmuislgastropodnisus
leucostomgTable 5). This species is common and typicallynitin water
bodies that seasonally dry up (Macan 1969; Dawé€s8p the absence of
almost all other aquatic taxa tending to suppoingrpretation that the
enclosure ditch was seasonally water-filled butdirging the summer and
seasons of lower rainfall. A few shellslogfmnaea peregraour most common
aquatic snail, and bones of stickleback suggesiprhaps the south-west
section may have held water for more extended gempossibly if it lies at a
slightly lower elevation. A few shells &labra truncatulaandVallonia
pulchellasuggest wet grassland within the ditch environnbemimarsh
elements are largely absent. The bulk of the reimgispecies are those
associated with open country or grassland, shéN&bonia costataandV.
excentricathe most numerous of the terrestrial assemblae tine
dominance oV. costatan the south-west section suggesting dry shovieuir
grassland (Davies 2008; Evans 1972). There is d soraponent in both
ditch sections of species that favour shaded, dahmgi®tats normally equated
with woodland, but could here reflect an overgraditch environment or
adjacent hedgerow. Given the possibility of chtogizally mixed
assemblages in the bulk sampling, attempting amg metailed interpretation
would be unwise.

In the fills of the re-cut ditch, G&,. leucostomaemains the most abundant
taxa in the south-east section but is of much redumportance in the south-
west section (Table 5). These variations may maedlgct the level within

the ditch fills from which the bulk of the samplasvcollected, the south-west
section perhaps being taken from slightly highks fiithin the ditch re-cut.
The woodland element falls in the fills of the r&-celative to taxa of
grassland habitats and ‘catholic’ habit, and amagmuntry/short-turved
grassland is still indicated by the assemblagéisoagih that in the south-east
section is very small.

In summary, ditch G5 was seasonally wet, but maggnkave contained
permanent water, although the water body remaiaedufficient time on
occasions for sticklebacks and facultative aquatails to colonise. The
sampled fills of G6 indicate that the enclosurettditemained seasonally wet
in this phase.

The terrestrial snail assemblages indicate thaadfjecent land was short-
turved grassland in both phases, those associatiediinch G5 and its re-cut
G6. The few shells of taxa favouring shaded or ierdi habitats might
derive from periods when the ditch was unmanagedarrgrown or from an
adjacent hedgerow on the ditch’s bank. The infezes that the local
landscape was grazed pasture with a stream rutimoggh it.
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South-East Section

South-West Section

G5 G6 G5 G6
SAMPLE 5 4 7 6
CONTEXT 2232 2230 2175 2178
SAMPLE SIZE (L) 30 20 30 28
Trochulus hispidus 28 5 36 38
Helicella itala 21 - 1 -
Cochlicopasp. 1 1 3 2
Cochlicopa lubrica 1 - 4 -
Cepaea hortensis - - - 1
Cepaea nemoralis - - - 1
Pupilla muscorum 5 - 3 1
Valloniasp. 18 2 26 16
Vallonia costata 20 1 136 22
Vallonia excentrica 29 1 57 18
Vallonia pulchella 4 - 8 8
Vertigospp - - 1 -
Vertigo pygmaea 2 - 4 3
Punctum pygmaeum - - - 2
Vitrea crystalina - - 6 -
Vitrea contracta 4 - 19 -
Nesovitrea hammonis - - 3 1
Aegopinella nitidula 2 - 2 3
Aegopinella pura 3 - 12 3
Oxychilussp. - - - 4
Oxychilus alliarus - - 5 -
Discus rotundatus 1 - 1 -
Carychiumsp. - - 1 -
Anisus leucostoma 315 23 165 8
Galba truncatula 6 - 6 -
Lymnaea peregra - - 4 -
OTAL 456 33 503 131
Frog 1 - 1 -
Stickleback - - 6 -
Table 5: Mollusc taxa identified within sample flots from
a late Bronze Age/early Iron Age enclosure ditch
26
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Figure 2: Phase 1 (late Bronze Agel/early Iron Age)
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Figure 3: Phase 2 (late medieval/early post-medieval)
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Intercutting furrows G8, G14 and G15,
the latter corresponds with upstanding ridge and furrow earthworks
(scale 1m)

Figure 4: Phase 3 (post-medieval)
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Figure 5: Phase 4 (modern) and Unphased (undated)

— Unphased

Phase 4

Land to the Rear of 93 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire:
Archaeological Excavation — Final Report

32



Albion Archaeology

View of the site
(facing north-east)

View of the Phase 2 late medieval/early post-medieval quarryingtactiv
(facing south-east)

Figure 6: General site photographs

View of the Phase 1 late Bronze Age/early Iron Age enclosure
(facing north)

View of the site
(facing south)
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