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Non-Technical Summary

Land adjacent to Round Wood in Graveley is beirgppsed for residential development.
Due to the archaeological potential of the site @@unty Council Historic Environment

Unit requested that it be subject to archaeologmehluation comprising geophysical survey
followed by trial trenching. Albion Archaeology sveommissioned by Croudace Strategic
Ltd to carry out the evaluation.

The trial trenching comprised the excavation ofrttye5Om long trenches and was
undertaken between 2nd and 9th August 2010. Ehehlies were positioned to investigate a
selection of anomalies identified by the geophysiaavey, as well as areas where no
anomalies were detected.

Archaeological features were uncovered in sevemctres, including a gully dating to the
late Bronze Age/early Iron Age, and a pit and polgldating to the early Iron Age. The
nature of these features and the quantity of pgpttecovered suggests that they are most
likely to be associated with small-scale settlenaetivity.

Later periods were represented by features assediaith post-medieval agriculture and
land division. These consisted of several probablendary/drainage ditches, two of which
correspond with boundaries marked on the 1838 mtla@, and a pit.

The prehistoric remains are considered to be regllgrimportant due to their rarity and
their potential to contribute to the understandofgandscape development and settlement
patterns during the late Bronze Age and early lAge. The remains of the post-medieval
agrarian landscape are only of limited local intste

The vast majority of targeted geophysical anomalresed not to be archaeological in
origin. It was also the case that many of the amtblogical features identified in the trial
trenches were not detected by the geophysical gurvkis may have been due to the lack of
magnetic contrast between the features and surrogngeological deposits.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1  Project Background

Land adjacent to Round Wood in Great Ashby is benmagosed for residential
development (planning app. ref. 10/00583/1). Rutné archaeological potential of
the site the County Council Historic Environmentt{f@HEU) requested that it be
subject to archaeological evaluation. The resflthis work will be used to inform
future decisions concerning the archaeologicalmiateof the site with regard to any
proposed development.

The CHEU issued a brief (CHEU 2010) outlining teguirements for the evaluation
which were to comprise geophysical survey followgdrial trenching. Albion
Archaeology were commissioned by Croudace Stratggito undertake the
evaluation.

This report presents the results of the trial thémg and includes summary
information on the geophysical survey. The detiiiedings of the geophysical
survey are described separately (Stratascan 2010).

1.2  Site Location and Description

The site lies to the north-east of Stevenage, witte Parish of Graveley, and is
centred on grid reference TL25150 27710 (Figureltlyomprises a single, roughly
rectangular field of flat, arable land bounded atune hedges and ditches,
measuring around 11hain area.

To the west lies a small wood called Round Woodh#onorth are open fields and to
the south and east lie the suburbs of Stevenage.

The geology of the area comprises boulder clay okalk.

1.3 Archaeological Background

A desk-based assessment carried out in 2008 (AWiohaeology 2008) indicated
that the site has been used as open farm land aliheast the medieval period, with
no archaeological remains having been recordedmiitie site itself. The closest
recorded remains comprise possible Iron Age agtitound during archaeological
evaluation (AS 2003a and b£)400m to the east, and Roman coins found 200-300m
to the north (HER 11399).

1.4 Summary of Geophysical Survey Results

Detailed magnetic survey (gradiometry) was useaduestigate the site. The survey
identified a large number of positive area anonsaléh the largest concentration
being located in the south-west of the field (Fegb). These were believed to
represent archaeological remains or geologicallpgital variations. A smaller
number of positive and negative linear anomaliesrentikely to indicate the
presence of archaeological remains, were detettib@ aorth and south ends of the
site.
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1.5 Project Objectives

The principal objective of the evaluation was ttedmine whether archaeological
remains were present at the site and, if so, terdabe their extent, condition, nature
and significance. This information was to be uisetthe formulation of an
appropriate mitigation strategy for the archaealabgremains, if present.

The broader objectives of the project were to adthé¢ knowledge and
understanding of the origins and nature of settigrirethe area and to produce an
archive report that fully described the archaeaabworks.
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 Standards

Throughout the project the standards and guidantei following documents were
adhered to:

« Albion Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwqind edn,
Archaeology 2001).

* ALGAO (east) Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of Engl

« CHEU Round Wood, Church Lane, Great Ashby, Graveley:

Design Brief for Archaeological Geophysical Survey

and Evaluation(2010)

« English Heritage | Management of Research Projects in the Historic

Environment (MoRPHE) Project Managers’ Guide

(2006)

Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theorg an

practice of methods, from sampling and recovenyast-

excavation(2002/01)

o IfA By-Laws and Code of Conduct

Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field

Evaluation(updated 2008and finds(updated 2008)

2.2 Trial Trench Excavation

The trial trenching was undertaken between 2ndSaimdugust 2010 and comprised
the excavation of twenty 50m x 2.1m trenches (Rt This equates to 2,1000f
trenching which represents a 1.9% sample of tiee sit

The trial trenches were positioned to investigaselaction of both area and linear
geophysical survey anomalies (see 1.4 above), hesvareas where no anomalies
were detected.

The trial trenching was carried out in accordanaé & Project Design (Albion
Archaeology 2010) and the CHEU'’s brief (2010).stimmary:

» The trial trenches were set out using a Network GRS to ensure accurate
positioning.

« All machine excavation was supervised by an ardogest and was undertaken
using a mechanical excavator fitted with a flat-ediditching bucket.

» Cultivation soil and modern overburden were remdwedhachine down to the
top of archaeological deposits, or undisturbed agioll deposits, whichever was
encountered first.

» Recording took place on pro-forma sheets in acecmelavith the Albion
ArchaeologyProcedures Manugl2nd edition, 2001).

* The trenches were inspected by the CHEU prior tkfidang.
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All archaeological deposits and features (knowftastexts’) were recorded using a
unique recording number sequence commencing aj {@0Trench 1, (200) for
Trench 2etc Within this report, numbers in brackets refetitese context numbers.
Cut featuregi.e. pits, ditchestc) are expressed as [***]; layers and deposits mvith
cut features are expressed as (***). Detailed desons of all the contexts are
contained within Appendix 2.

2.3 Archive

The full archive of finds and records will be deped at Stevenage Museum,
Hertfordshire. Details of the project and a copyhaf report will also be submitted to
the online OASIS database maintained by the Ardbggdata Service (See
Appendix 3).
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RESULTS

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Introduction

The archaeological features found within the tri@hches are summarised below and
shown on Figures 3 and 4. Detailed descriptiorarteffacts can be found in
Appendix 1 and detailed technical information drdajposits and archaeological
features can be found in Appendix 2.

Overburden and Geological Deposits

The overburden was consistent in colour and contipaskcross the site, comprising
a 0.25-0.3m thick ploughsoil of mid to dark browiltysclay. This overlay
undisturbed geological strata consisting of firrarage clay with flints, at a height of
between 140.4m OD and 143.5m OD. No discernalidesluiwvas present.

Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age

A small gully [102] terminated within Trench 1 &etsouthern end of the site (Figure
3). It was filled with grey-brown clay silt andmtained several small pottery sherds
broadly datable to the late Bronze Age/early IrayeAveriod.

Early Iron Age

A shallow pit [404] and an adjacent posthole [40@fh containing pottery dating to
the early Iron Age were revealed near the soutbednof the site in Trench 4 (Figure
3).

The pit was only partially revealed within the tthrbut measured at least 2.5m
across. lts fill was similar to that of the neighbing posthole, both of which
contained frequent charcoal flecks suggesting baelybeen deliberately backfilled.

Post-medieval

Three large post-medieval ditches were reveal@denches 2, 17 and 20 (Figures 3
and 4). Two of these, [1702] and [2004], correspoliosely with field boundaries
marked on the 1838 tithe map (Figure 6). Ditcta82] and [2004] correspond with
linear anomalies identified by the geophysical syrand contained late
medieval/early post-medieval pottery and brick eoaf tile.

Located towards the middle of the site in Trenctwa8 a pit [1002] that measured in
excess of 6.5m across (Figure 3). lts fill corgdifragments of post-medieval roof
tile and was similar in character to those of ofieatures of this period at the site,
typically comprising grey/brown silty clays, andrg generally lighter hued than the
fills of the prehistoric features.

Undated

No dating material was recovered from two ditche82] and [2002], and a gully
[406] revealed in Trenches 4, 6 and 20 (Figuresd34. The similar nature of the
fills of the two ditches to those of the post-medideatures, as well as the proximity
and similar alignment of [2002] to that of ditclO[4], suggest they are all of a
similar date.

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase Ill) Hertfordshire: 9
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Gully [406] truncated Iron Age pit [404] and wabdd with orange-brown silty clay
with moderate amounts of small stones. Its forggssts it is most likely to be a
relatively recent drainage gully.
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SYNTHESIS

4.1

4.2

Summary of Findings

Archaeological remains were found in seven of thenty trial trenches. They
included a gully, broadly dating to the late Brodage/early Iron Age period, and a
pit and posthole dating to the early Iron Age. S&&atures were found in two
trenches located at the southern end of the Siteir nature and the quantity of
pottery recovered suggests that they are mosylikelbe related to small-scale
settlement activity.

The other archaeological remains found are likelsepresent features associated
with post-medieval agriculture and land divisioFhey comprised six probable field
boundary/drainage ditches, two of which correspeild boundaries marked on the
1838 tithe map, and a pit. The function of thegpiinclear but it may have formed
as a result of small-scale clay extraction, or imaye been designed to collect water.

The geophysical survey identified a large numberafmalies, a selection of which
were targeted by the trial trenches. The vast ntgjof these, particularly the area
anomalies, were found not to be caused by archgiealaemains and are therefore
probably the result of geological or pedologicaia@ons. Only two of the
investigated anomalies were found to be archaembgi origin — the linear
anomalies corresponding with post-medieval ditches.

Other archaeological features were found withinttaches, including sizable pits
and ditches, which were not detected by the geopdlysurvey. This may be
because the fills of these features have similagnatc properties to the surrounding
geological deposits. This would result in theranbgensufficient magnetic contrast
between the two for archaeological features todieated.

Significance of Findings

Although small in number, the later prehistoric eens found at Round Wood are of
interest due to their rarity in the locality ane@ithpotential to contribute to the
understanding of landscape development and settkgpadterns in the region.

Settlement form and function during the late BroAge and early Iron Age has been
identified as an important area of research inréiggonal research framework
(Medlycott and Brown 2008). Of particular interessthe late Bronze Age/early Iron
Age transition due to the apparent contrast betwgetitement patterns of the late
Bronze Age and middle Iron Age periods.

Of less significance are the remains of the postieval agrarian landscape, which
are only of limited, local interest.
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6. APPENDIX 1: ARTEFACT SUMMARY

6.1 Introduction

The evaluation produced a finds assemblage comgrmittery, brick and roof tile
(Table 1). The material was scanned to ascetsimature, condition and, where
possible, date range.

Tr. | Feature | Featuretype | Context Spot date* Finds summary
1 102 Ditch 103 Late Bronze Age/early Iron Age Pott&yg)
2 202 Ditch 203 Late medieval/early post-medieval tétgt(52Q); roof tile (1329)
4 402 Post-hole 403 Early Iron Age Pottery (139)
404 Pit 405 Early Iron Age Pottery (1399g)
10 1002 Pit 1003 Post-medieval Roof tile (40g)
17 1702 Ditch 1703 Post-medieval Roof tile (1609)
20 2004 Ditch 2005 Late medieval/early post-medieval ottdy (49); brick (6109)

* - spot date based on date of latest artefactntezd
Tablel: Artefact summary by trench and feature

6.2 Pottery

Thirty-five pottery sherds, weighing 261g were nem@d. These were examined by
context and quantified using minimum sherd coumlt\&right. Sherds are small,
with an average weight of 7g, and uniformly abradEdyht fabric types were
identified using common names and type codes iardence with the Ceramic Type
Series, currently held by Albion Archaeology. Hebmare listed below (Table 2) in
chronological order.

Fabrictype Common name Sherd no. Context/sherd no.
Prehistoric

FO1A Coarse flint 3 (103):3

FO01B Fine flint 7 (103):7

FO1C Flint and quartz 1 (203):1

F28 Fine sand 4 (405):4

F29 Coarse sand 10 (403):3, (405):7
Medieval

EO02 Late medieval oxidised 7 (203):7

EO3 Late medieval smooth 2 (203):2

UNID Undatable/undiagnostid 1 (2005):1

Table2: Pottery type series

The fill of ditch [102] yielded eleven-flint tempedl, hand-made body sherds (539)
representing four vessels, broadly datable toateeBronze Age/early Iron Age. The
sherds derive from fine-walled pots and the intesiorface of one vessel has been
smoothed/wiped. Hand-made, sand-tempered pottexgrty Iron Age date (14
sherds, weighing 152g) was recovered from thedillgit [404] and post hole [402].
A range of vessel sizes are represented, with bodgnesses ranging from 5—
15mm, although no diagnostic forms occur. Sev&rated examples are present,
indicating the use of vessels as cooking pots.

Nine late medieval sand-tempered sherds (52g) septimg three vessels derived
from ditch [202]. Diagnostic forms are shallow dswwo of which are sooted.
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An abraded sand-tempered body sherd (49), possildsrly Iron Age date, occurred
as a residual find in late medieval / early postieal ditch [2004].

6.3 Brick and tile

Two abraded fragments of a coarse sand-temperekl (Bri0g) measuring W90 x
D47mm derived from ditch [2004]. Their conditiomggests they may be of late
medieval / early post-medieval date. The fillglia€h [1702] and pit [1002] yielded

six sand-tempered pieces of post-medieval pe@208g), ranging in thickness from
14-15mm.
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7. APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT DATA
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Trench: 1
Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.3 m. Max: 0.3 m.
Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25002 27567
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25048 27547
Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
100 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.3m thick L]
101 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
102 Gulley Linear NW-SE sides: near vertical base: concave dimensions: max breadth L]
0.25m, max depth 0.14m, min length 1.15m
103 Fill Firm dark brown grey clay silt occasional flecks charcoal, occasional small stones
Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire: 16
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Trench:

M ax Dimensions:

Co-ordinates:

2

Length: 50.00m. Width: 220m. Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.3 m.

OSGrid Ref.: TL 25068 27516
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25116 27528

Max: 0.3 m.

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
200 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.3m thick L]
201 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
202 Ditch Linear NW-SE dimensions: max breadth 2.m, min length 3.m L] L]
203 Fill Firm mid brown silty clay L]
Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire: 17
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Trench: 3
Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m. Depth to Archaeology Min:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25172 27510
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25172 27560

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

m. M ax:

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:
300 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
301 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
18
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Trench: 4
Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.3 m. Max: 0.3 m.
Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25126 27606
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25132 27556
Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
400 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
401 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
402 Posthole Oval sides: near vertical base: flat dimensions: max breadth 0.38m, max L]
depth 0.2m, max length 0.33m
403 Fill Firm mid brown grey silty clay
404 Pit Sub-rectangular sides: concave base: flat dimensions. max breadth 2.5m, L]
max depth 0.23m, min length 1.1m
405 Fill Firm mid brown silty clay frequent flecks charcoal
406 Gulley Linear NE-SW sides: near vertical base: flat dimensions: max breadth 0.3m, L]
max depth 0.15m, min length 3.5m
407 Fill Firm light orange brown silty clay moderate small stones L]
408 Fill Firm light grey silty clay occasional small stones L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
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Trench: 5
Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m. Depth to Archaeology Min:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25083 27625
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25076 27576

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

m. M ax:

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:

500 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]

501 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
20

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
Archaeological Trial Trenching



Albion Archaeology

Trench:

M ax Dimensions:

Co-ordinates:

6
Length: 50.00m. Width: 220m. Depth to Archaeology Min:

OSGrid Ref.: TL 25016 27620
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25049 27583

0.3m. Max: 0.3 m.

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
600 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
601 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
602 Ditch Linear N-S sides: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 1.4m, L]
max depth 0.12m, min length 2.75m
603 Fill Firm mid orange brown clay silt moderate small stones, occasional medium-large L]
stones
Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire: 21
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Trench: 7

Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25037 27654
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25086 27663

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:
700 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
701 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
22
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Trench:
M ax Dimensions:

Co-ordinates:

8
Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.10 m.

OSGrid Ref.: TL 25156 27609
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25206 27613

Depth to Archaeology Min: m.

Reason: Evaluatearea
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
800 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
801 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
23
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Trench: 9
Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m. Depth to Archaeology Min:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25179 27666
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25229 27666

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

m. M ax:

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:

900 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25 - 0.3m thick L]

901 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
24
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Trench: 10
Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m. Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.25m. Max: 0.25m.

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25133 27703
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25143 27654

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
1000 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
1001 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
1002 Pit Sub-circular sides: convex dimensions: min breadth 1.85m, min depth L]
0.35m, min length 6.55m
1003 Fill Firm mid grey brown clay silt occasional flecks chalk, occasional small-medium
stones
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Trench: 11

Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25052 27701
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25089 27736

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:
1100 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
1101 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
Archaeological Trial Trenching
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Trench:

M ax Dimensions:

12
Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.10 m.

Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max:

Co-ordinates: OSGrid Ref.: TL 25136 27745
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25186 22745
Reason: Evaluatearea
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
1200 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
1201 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
Archaeological Trial Trenching
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Trench:

M ax Dimensions:

13
Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.10 m.

Depth to Archaeology Min: m.

Co-ordinates: OSGrid Ref.: TL 25232 27707
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25232 27757
Reason: Evaluatearea
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
1300 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
1301 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:

Archaeological Trial Trenching

28



Albion Archaeology

Trench: 14

Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25280 27765
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25293 27813

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:
1400 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
1401 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
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Trench: 15

Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25187 27792
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25237 27792

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:
1500 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
1501 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
Archaeological Trial Trenching

30



Albion Archaeology

Trench: 16

Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25102 27828
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25102 27778

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:
1600 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.27m thick L]
1601 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
Archaeological Trial Trenching
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Trench:

M ax Dimensions:

Co-ordinates:

17

Length: 50.00m. Width: 220m. Depthto Archaeology Min: 0.25 m.

OSGrid Ref.: TL 25072 27870
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25122 27870

Max: 0.25 m.

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
1700 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
1701 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]
1702 Ditch Linear NE-SW dimensions: max breadth 5.5m, min length 2.m L] L]
1703 Fill Firm mid brown silty clay L]
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Trench: 18

Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.20m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max:

Co-ordinates:. OSGrid Ref.: TL 25165 27877
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25165 27827

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies

Excavated: Finds Present:

Context: Type: Description:
1800 Ploughsoil Dark brown silty clay 0.30m thick L]
1801 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
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Trench:

M ax Dimensions:

19
Length: 50.00m. Width: 2.10 m.

Depth to Archaeology Min: m.

Co-ordinates: OSGrid Ref.: TL 25233 27855
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25283 27855
Reason: Evaluatearea
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
1900 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25 - 0.3m thick L]
1901 Natural Firm orange clay with flints L] L]

Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire:
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Trench:

M ax Dimensions:

Co-ordinates:

20

Length: 50.00m. Width: 220m. Depth to Archaeology Min:

OSGrid Ref.: TL 25342 27846
OSGrid Ref.: TL 25341 27796

0.25m. Max: 0.25 m.

Reason: Evaluate area and target geophysical anomalies
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
2000 Ploughsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.25m thick L]
2001 Natural Orange clay with flints L] L]
2002 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: 45 degrees base: concave dimensions. max breadth L]
1.4m, max depth 0.35m, min length 4.5m
2003 Fill Mid grey brown silty clay occasional small-medium stones L]
2004 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: 45 degrees base: flat dimensions. max breadth 2.5m, L]
max depth 0.4m, min length 5.m
2005 Fill Mid brown silty clay
Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase IIl) Hertfordshire: 35
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8. APPENDIX 3: OASIS DATA COLLECTION FORM

OASIS ID: albionar1-81226

Project details
Project name Land Adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley

Short description  The trial trenching comprised the excavation of twenty 50m long trenches and was

of the project undertaken between 2nd and 9th August 2010. The trenches were positioned to
investigate a selection of anomalies identified by the geophysical survey, as well
as areas where no anomalies were detected. Archaeological features were
uncovered in seven frenches, including a gully dating to the late Bronze Age/early
Iron Age, and a pit and posthole dating to the early lron Age. The nature of these
features and the quantity of pottery recovered suggests they are most likely to be
related to small scale settliement activity. Later activity was represented by
features associated with the post-medieval agricultural and land division activity.
These consisted of several probable boundary/drainage ditches, two of which
correspond with boundaries marked on the 1838 tithe map, and a pit. The
prehistoric remains are considered to be regionally important due to their rarity
and potential to contribute to the understanding of landscape development and
settlement patterns during the late Bronze Age and early lron Age.The remains of
the post-medieval agrarian landscape are likely to be only of limited local interest.
The vast majority of targeted geophysical anomalies proved not to be
archaeolegical in origin. It was also the case that many of the archaeological
features identified in the trial trenches were not detected by the geophysical
survey. This may have been due to the lack of magnetic contrast between the
features and surrounding geological deposits.

Project dates Start: 07-08-2010 End: 08-08-2010

PreviousHuture Yes / Not known
work

Any associated ~ RW1660 - Contracting Unit No.
project reference
codes

Type of project Field evaluation

Current Land use Cultivated Land 3 - Operations to a depth mote than 0.25m
Monument type  PIT lron Age

Monument type  DITCH Post Medieval

Significant Finds POTTERY Iron Age

Significant Finds CBM Post Medieval

Project location

Country England
Site location HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE GRAVELEY Land Adjacent to
Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley
Postcode SG1
Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane, Graveley (NES Phase Ill) Hertfordshire: 36

Archaeological Trial Trenching



Albion Archaeology

Study area 11.00 Hectares
Site coordinates  TL 25150 27710 51.9333635923 -0.179451631697 51 56 00 N 000 10 46 W Point
Lat/Long Datum  Unknown

Height OD / Min: 140.40m Max: 143.50m
Depth

Project creators

Name of Albion Archaeology
Organisation

Project brief Local Planning Authority (with/without advice from County/District Archaeologist)
originator

Project design Albion Archaeology
originator

Project Robert Wardill
director/manager

Project Wesley Keir
supervisor

Type of Developer
sponsor/funding
body

Project archives
Physical Archive Stevenage Museum

recipient

Paper Archive Stevenage Museum

recipient

Entered by Helen Parslow (hl.parslow@albion-arch.com)
Entered on 19 August 2010

Please e-mail English Heritage for OASIS help and advice
0AS|S ~ © ADS 1996-2006 Created by Jo Gilham and Jen Mitcham, email Last modified Friday 3

February 2006

Cite only: /dl/export/home/web/oasis/form/print.cfm for this page
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9. APPENDIX 4: HER SUMMARY SHEET

Site name and address: Land adjacent to Round Wood, Church Lane

County: Hertfordshire District: North Hertfordshire

Village/Town: Graveley Parish: Graveley

Planning application reference: 10/00583/1

Client name, address: Croudace Strategic Ltd, Croudace House, Caterham, Surrey
CR3 6QX

Nature of application: Residential development of up to 360 dwellings

Present land use: Arable field

Size of application area: 11ha | Size of area investigated: 11ha

NGR (to 8 figures): TL 25152771

Site code (if applicable): RW1650

Site director/Organization: Robert Wardill/Albion Archaeology

Type of work: Trial trench evaluation

Date of work | Start: 07/08/10 | Finish: 09/08/10
Location of finds and site archive/curating museum: Stevenage Museum
Related HER Nos: None Periods represented: Late Bronze Age/early

Iron Age; early Iron Age; post-medieval

Relevant previous summaries/reports: North Stevenage Phase Ill, Hertfordshire: Desk-
Based Assessment (Albion Archaeology 2008); Land Adjacent to Round Wood, Church
Lane, Graveley, (North East Stevenage Phase IlIl), Hertfordshire: Project Design for
Archaeological Evaluation (Albion Archaeology 2010).

Summary of fieldwork results:
Land adjacent to Round Wood in Graveley is beirgppsed for residential development. Due to the
archaeological potential of the site the County @dlHistoric Environment Unit requested that it be
subject to archaeological evaluation comprising giegsical survey followed by trial trenching. Albig
Archaeology was commissioned by Croudace Stratadito carry out the evaluation.

The trial trenching comprised the excavation ofrttyésOm long trenches and was undertaken between
2nd and 9th August 2010. The trenches were posilitm investigate a selection of anomalies idexdifi
by the geophysical survey, as well as areas wher@nomalies were detected.

Archaeological features were uncovered in sevamctres. They included a gully dating to the late
Bronze Age/early Iron Age, and a pit and postheaiting to the early Iron Age. The nature of these
features and the quantity of pottery recovered sstgthey are most likely to be related to smallesc
settlement activity.

Later activity was represented by features assediatith post-medieval agriculture and land division
These consisted of several probable boundary/dg@rditches, two of which correspond with
boundaries marked on the 1838 tithe map, and a pit.

The prehistoric remains are considered to be regligrimportant due to their rarity and potential to
contribute to the understanding of landscape degraknt and settlement patterns during the late
Bronze Age and early Iron Age. The remains of thet-medieval agrarian landscape are only of
limited local interest.

The vast majority of targeted geophysical anomaliesed not to be archaeological in origin. It was
also the case that many of the archaeological festidentified in the trial trenches were not dételc

by the geophysical survey. This may have beenadile tack of magnetic contrast between the feature
and surrounding geological deposits.

Author of summary: W. Keir | Date of summary: 17/08/2010
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Figure 1. Site location map
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Liaedvlap (2004), with the permission of the Coneplhf Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, by BedfordehCounty Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licendo. 1000173589 Crown Copyright.
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Figure 2. Results of trial trenching

Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey LandAipe(2004), with the permission of the Controller of N&jesty’s Stationery Office, by Bedfordshire County Colj@ounty Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No.
100017358© Crown Copyright.
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Figure 5. Trenching results overlaid onto geophysics plot

Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey LandAipe(2004), with the permission of the Controller of iNjesty’s Stationery Office, by Bedfordshire County Colyi@ounty Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No.
100017358© Crown Copyright.
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Figure 6: Trenching results overlaid onto 1838 tithe map
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey LandAipe(2004), with the permission of the Controller of iN&jesty’s Stationery Office, by Bedfordshire County Coljyi@ounty Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No.
100017358© Crown Copyright.
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