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Non-Technical Summary

This report presents the results of an open-arehaeological investigation carried out
during April and June 2012 in advance of the ecbf five dwellings adjacent to 68A
High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire, MK43 7DA (plamg ref: 03/01893/0OUT). Funding
issues resulted in the delay in this report beimnudpced.

The development area is located immediately totnth of the plots that front the High
Street in the centre of Harrold. The site is 04 @hextent and prior to archaeological
fieldwork comprised undeveloped land, formerly used paddock. Topographically,
the site lies at. 46m OD within the Great Ouse valley, borderedrtiputary streams to
the south and east.

The development site lies within an area of sigaift archaeological sensitivity,
comprising settlement and funerary activity frora &arly Neolithic to the post-medieval
period. Since the 1950s several substantial arcluagcal investigations have been
carried out in and around Harrold. Of particulaelevance to the development area
were the investigations undertaken in 2003 by Allficchaeology immediately to the
north in advance of redevelopment within the aretne former Bridgman Joinery
Works. Late Neolithic/early Bronze Age activitysviestified by the presence of small
pits and a small residual flint assemblage. Howethee more extensive evidence was for
a late Iron Age / early Romano-British farmsteadhpoising a system of enclosures
adjacent to a stream channel. During the Romamopea crop-processing area was
established, comprising a drying oven and posshrieshing floor. This area is located
immediately adjacent to the north side of the pneslevelopment site. Limited evidence
for medieval and post-medieval activity was alsmated.

The archaeological investigations within the depetent site revealed evidence of the:
» Continuation of a stream channel excavated to trthrnwithin the Bridgman
Joinery Works excavation area;
» Continuation of the late Iron Age / Romano-Britiahmstead in the form of
further enclosures and a small cremation cemetery;
* Medieval and post-medieval boundary and drainagehés.

It has been agreed by the LPA’s Archaeologicald@ffthat no further analysis and
reporting is required, beyond that presented its tleiport. A summary of the work will
be uploaded onto the OASIS website (ref. no. a#sibi24161). With the landowner’s
permission the archive will be deposited at Theghitig, Bedford, under accession
number BEDFM 2010.8.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

Project background

Planning permission was granted for the erectidivefdwellings adjacent to
68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire, MK43 7DAdE 1 and 2). The
application was first made in January 2003 (03/@0OQT), but it was
withdrawn and re-submitted in August 2003 (03/018Q3T).

The development area lay within an area of sigaifi@rchaeological sensitivity
(Ingham and Shotliff 2012). This had been demaitstr by the results of
adjacent archaeological investigations in advaricedrvelopment within the
area of the former Bridgman Joinery Works (Luke Bneece 2012) and by the
evaluation of the development area (Albion 200B)erefore, a condition was
attached to the planning permission, requiringiti@ementation of a programme
of archaeological work in accordance with a WritBaheme of Investigation
(Albion 2010). This was in line with advice receiv/from the LPA’s
Archaeological Officer (AO).

The AO issued a brief (BBC 2010) specifying a pamgme of open-area
excavation in advance of any development, follolwggost-excavation analysis
and reporting.

Status and purpose of this document
This report presents the results of the open-axdeaological investigation.

Location, topography and geology

The development area is located immediately tontdréh of the plots that front

the High Street in the centre of Harrold. The &tadjacent to 68A High Street
and is centred on SP9518/5689 (Fig. 1). The dewedmt area is 0.16ha in extent
and prior to archaeological fieldwork comprised emeloped land, formerly used
as a paddock. Topographically, the site lies @6m OD within the Great Ouse
valley, bordered by tributary streams to the saurth east.

The site’s underlying solid geology is Oolitic listene overlain by gravels and
alluvium.

Archaeological background

Since the 1950s, several substantial archaeolognastigations have been
carried out in and around Harrold (Fig. 1). Thieaee revealed evidence for
settlement and funerary activity from the early N to the post-medieval
period. The results of several of three of theamecent significant investigations
were published together as an Albion Monographh@#mg and Shotliff 2012),
whilst others were only the subject of interim-stygports. The following is a
summary of all the main investigations to datehim &rea.

A watching brief during the 1950s at the time o&axqyingc. 300m to the north-
east revealed evidence of activity from the BroAge through to the Anglo-
Saxon period (Eagles and Evison 1970). This ireduBronze Age ring ditches,
an Iron Age farmstead and Saxon burials. Seplatadron Age / Roman
farmsteads, along with some middle Saxon featwere locateat. 500m to the
east in the Harrold Pit, Odell (Dix 1980; 1981).

Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 6
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In the late 1990s Albion Archaeology (then Bedftids County Archaeology
Service) carried out an open-area excavation ofidiay and Dove Lane
(HM519), immediately to the north-east of the depehent area. This located a
Bronze Age ring ditch and part of a Saxon settldang®@hephercet al 2012).

Other investigations carried out by Albion Archampt include Projects
CW1017, HPM874 and ORH959, which were located tdglsof the development
area (Fig. 1).

Of particular relevance to the development area e investigations
undertaken in 2003 by Albion Archaeology (Luke &rdece 2012) in advance of
redevelopment of the former Bridgman Joinery WdB3H; Fig. 2). Late
Neolithic/early Bronze Age activity was testifieg the presence of three small
pits and a small residual flint assemblage. Howeabe earliest firm evidence for
settlement dated to the late Iron Age / early Ravrantish period when a system
of enclosures was established adjacent to an agttieam channel. A number of
these ditches continued into the present developarea. It seems likely that the
enclosures continued in use as fields or paddatkgsie Romano-British period
because they were respected by a trackwvd$Om to the north. The latter
appears to have been aligned on prehistoric montsnerated within the 1950s
investigations to the northeast (Eagles and Evigi0). Away from the
trackway, part of one of the earlier enclosures waised for crop processing —
a drying oven and a stone-lined, sunken struct@me uilt. This area is located
immediately adjacent to the north side of the predevelopment area (Fig. 2).
Dispersed evidence was recovered for early Saxtvitgcincluding a single
sunken-featured building, and Saxo-Norman activityuding a cluster of pits.
However, this and the subsequent medieval andrmpedteval activity indicated
the site was located on the periphery of the dewetpvillage of Harrold. The
archaeological evaluation within the present dguelent area identified an east-
west aligned ditch in the southern trench (Albi@®2). Finally a stream channel
was found within the Bridgman investigation whichsilikely to continue into
the development area (Fig. 2).

Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 7
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2. PROJECT OBJECTIVES

2.1 Introduction

The archaeological open-area excavation was urkgeria line with the brief
(BBC 2010). Its primary purpose was to determinm@é @nderstand the nature,
function and character of the uncovered archaecdbgemains in their cultural
and environmental setting.

Overall, the data collected during the fieldworkhan the development area was
able to determine:
* The date, nature and extent of human activity;
* The relationship between the uncovered archaea@bgmains and the
surrounding contemporary landscapes;
* How the recovered artefacts fitted in with the oegil type series;
» The local environmental conditions based on theveied palaeo-
environmental remains.

2.2 Research Strategies

In addition to the primary aims of the fieldworkider research objectives could
be formulated, based upon the results of previou at the site and adjacent
archaeological investigations, and linked to ergstiesearch strategies for the
region and county.

Historic England has produced an extensive libadinyational guides covering a
wide range of topics, most of which are availableffee download from the
Historic England website

A number of research frameworks have been devietthé region. The earliest
comprisedResearch and Archaeology: a Framework for the EasBounties 1.
resource assessmei@lazebrook 1997). This was complementedRlbgearch
and Archaeology: a Framework for the Eastern Caesf. research agenda and
strategy(Brown and Glazebrook 2000), which set out redepriorities.

These documents were reviewed and revisd&kewision of the Regional Research
Framework for the Eastern Regi@iledlycott and Brown 2008). Finally, the
regional research framework was again reviewedsaigghented ifResearch and
Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework forEast of EnglandMedlycott
2011).

In addition to these regionally focussed documemtsk has also specifically
been done on the county of BedfordshBedfordshire Archaeology. Research
and Archaeology: Resource Assessment, Researchi@dgad StrategyOakeet
al. 2007).

2.3 Project Research Objectives
Based on the results of the evaluation, it wagaied that the development area
would produce evidence for late Iron Age / Romamiigh remains, possibly
including crop-processing features, and medievdl@mpost-medieval activity in

! https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/adwind-guidance/
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the form of ditches and possibly pits. The arclhagoal works had the potential
to produce data that could address the followiisgaech areas:

2.3.1 Latelron Age/ Romano-British transition

Dawson has highlighted that in Bedfordshire theneears to be a reduction in
settlement in the early Roman period comparedd@tkvious period, with few
late Iron Age settlements having a Roman succgg60i7, 74). Therefore,
settlement evidence recovered from the developiresat, and the adjacent
investigation, has the potential to address reg¢i@s®arch aims regarding
settlement patterns in the late Iron Age / Romandition. In particular:

* Is there evidence for continued occupation of faeads/settlements?

» Is there evidence for farmstead/settlement reosgdion in the early
Roman period?

» Isthere evidence for changes in landuse?

» Is there evidence for the assimilation of Iron Al Roman cultures or
acculturation? (Medlycott 2011, 31).

2.3.2 Romano-British agriculture and crop-processing techniques

The research framework for the eastern region ligdighted that whilst there
has been an increase in environmental data, acudtgral ‘norm’ for the Roman
period still needs to be established in order togare assemblages (Medlycott
2011, 46). It also poses the questions:
* how far can the size and shape of fields be rel@téide agricultural
regimes identified, and
* what is the relationship between rural and urbees3i(Medlycott 2011,
47).

2.3.3 Medieval and post-medieval Harrold village

Evidence from the Bridgman Joinery Works invest@atindicated that the
development area most likely lies within fields@sated with the medieval and
post-medieval village of Harrold (Luke and Preef&2 14-16). Further research
into the origins and development of different rugattlement types is required, in
particular ‘the way places appear grow, shift arsépear (Medlycott 2011, 70).
Future research topics should also include reseatctihe size and shape of
fields and whether these relate to specific agucal regimes? (Medlycott 2011,
70).

Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 9
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3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

The methodologies for the investigation were dethih the Written Scheme of
Investigation (Albion 2010) and are, therefore ysummarised below.

3.2 Methodological Standards

The standards and requirements set out in thedfmiipdocuments were adhered
to throughout the project:

Albion Archaeology Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwond
edition (2001)

CIfA Charter and By-law; Code of Conduy@014)
Standard and guidance for archaeological
excavation(2014)

Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of
archaeological material§2014)

Bedford Museum Preparing Archaeological Archives for Deposition
in Registered Museums in Bedfordshire (2010)

Historic England Management of Research Projects in the Histori¢
Environment PPN3: Archaeological Excavation
(2015)

Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory
and practice of methods, from sampling and
recovery to post-excavation. 2nd ed. (2011)

The project archive will be deposited at The Higghat Gallery & Museum,
Bedford (Accession no. BEDFM 2010.8). Detailsltod project and its findings
will be submitted to the OASIS database (referamcealbionarl-124161) in
accordance with the guidelines issued by Histonigl&nd and the Archaeology
Data Service.

3.3 Archaeological Fieldwork

The archaeological fieldwork took place during Apnd June 2012.
Approximately half of the 0.16ha development ar@s wvestigated (Fig. 3). All
exposed archaeological features were mapped anplesaxcavated. Three main
areas were investigated:

1) North-east: 10m by 11m area on the site of a neagga This area was
located within the former stream channel identifoedthe Bridgman
Joinery Works investigations to the north (Luke &ndece 2012).

2) North-east: 14m-long transect across the full waftthe former stream
channel. The channel was found to be consistehtibamature and
artefact content to that within the Bridgman Joynéforks investigations,
and, therefore, it was agreed with the SAO thdidtnot need to be fully
exposed within the development area.

3) Main area: 20m by 38m area to the west of the fostream channel. As
archaeological investigation was completed in thithern part of this

Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 10
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area, it was released to the developer to enahbkconstruction to
commence.

The investigations were monitored by the AO. Whebstantive areas had been
fully completed, they were verbally “signed off” lye AO on site, with
subsequent confirmation in writing.

3.4 Post-excavation Checking and Consolidation of the Site Records

Immediately following the completion of fieldworthe final checking and
consolidation of the site records was undertakaraddition, all outstanding
artefacts and ecofacts samples were processedsit€harchives were
consolidated and their internal consistency checked

At the end of July 2012 a preliminary report on itineestigations was produced
and circulated (Albion 2012).

3.5 Post-fieldwork Analysis

3.5.1 Contextual

Albion Archaeology employs a standard approaclotdextual analysis, which
requires the assignment of contexts to a hierar@&mach hierarchical
level/element gradually becomes more interpretatinet less detailed in nature.

Initially, significant contexts were assigned tdSyroups (SG), then significant
Sub-groups were assigned to Groups (G), signifigesups were assigned to
Land-use Areas (L) and finally significant Land-useas were assigned to
Phases (P).

It should be borne in mind that it is the levelhinitthe structural hierarchy that is
important,not necessarily the actual name of the hierarchiesheht é.9.Phase,
Land-use Areatc).

If a Group (G) or Land-use Area (L) has a decinmhf this indicates that it
comprises primary fills (.01) secondary fills (.G&)tertiary fills (.03). Where
there is only a single fill in a feature it has bessigned to *.05¢.g G510.05.
This is particularly relevant to the artefactuadl @tofactual analysis (Sections 5
and 6).

3.5.2 Artefactsand ecofacts

Methodologies for artefact and ecofact analysisdaseribed in this document at
the beginning of each of these individual sections.

Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 11
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.3.1

4.3.2

Introduction

The contextual hierarchy provides the frameworkttier presentation of the site
sequence within this report. Within each Phasadhase Area and Group are
described as appropriate.

Individual context numbers are only referencedrioleoto enable cross-
referencing to the detailed context description&ppendix 2. Where referenced,
cut numbers appear in square brackets [****] atid/fayers and finds deposits in
rounded brackets (****). The following section akid be read in conjunction
with Figures 4-9.

Overburden and Geological Strata

The overburden was fairly consistent across thawaton area and comprised
topsoil, (1 and 30), and subsoil, (2 and 31), wittombined thickness of 0.8m.
Topsoil comprised friable dark grey-black clay-sittixed with occasional small
stones. The underlying subsoil, of likely alluviaigin, was friable mid brown-
orange silt, with occasional bands of small to medsized stones towards the
base of the deposit.

The undisturbed geology, (3), (4) and (32), congatikght yellow sandy gravel,
with patches of mid brown-grey sandy silt.

Pre-Iron Age (Phase 1)

Overview

No features of human origin predating the Iron Agee found. However, a
single flint flake does indicate the presence ahhuos during the Neolithic and/or
Bronze Age.

Stream channel L 102

An infilled stream channel G21 [15] was observethmeastern part of the site
(Fig. 4). It continued beyond the northern andisern limits of the excavation.
It is the same channel as was found within thednan Joinery Works
excavation to the north where it wasLl6m wide (Luke and Preece 2012, 6, fig.
4).

Within the present site a trench was dug throughctitannel under archaeological
supervision to facilitate the examination of itsfde, fills and the recovery of
ecofact samples. The channel and its fills weeemered by a palaeo-
environmental specialist prior to its backfillinghe actual profile of the stream
channel was only seen in the trench where it agpolearhave steep sides and a
flat base (Fig. 4, Section a)

The main deposits within the stream channel G2(16%21 and 108) varied from
loose light orange sand to mid grey-brown banddayf silts and gravel.
Stratigraphically these deposits predated somkeeofate Iron Age / early Roman
(Phase 2) features. A single flint flake — broadiable to somewhere between
the Neolithic and the late Bronze Age — was fountha western edge of the
channel within one of the lower fills.

Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 12
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4.4

4.4.1

4.4.2

Some of the upper stream channel deposits G2R223r(d 109) appear to post-
date the late Iron Age and Roman ditches and hibgegfore, been assigned to
Phase 4.

Late Iron Age / early Roman (Phase 2)

Overview

A series of ditches are associated with ones fautige Bridgman Joinery Works
excavation to the north (Luke and Preece 2012, flg-64). Based on the
evidence form the latter, they are part of a didcbeclosure system associated
with a farmstead located to the west of the strehamnel. Although only
broadly dated to the late Iron Age / early Romarnqgk this farmstead is likely to
have originated prior to the Roman Conquest.

The evidence within the excavation area comprisethed enclosures L202 and
L203, a small number of postholes, and crematiometery L201 (Fig. 5).

Cremation cemetery L 201

Four cremation burials, G8, G9, G10 and G11, wetated within the enclosure
to the south of the site (Fig. 7). The crematetiMduals were all adults; two
(G9, G10) could be identified as males. All theidlg had been subject to post-
depositional disturbance, probably by ploughingnsTesulted in variable
degrees of damage to the pottery vessels withigridnees (Section 5.1).
Although the cremation deposits were excavategits,shese proved (during
analysis) not to have any significance (Section.618is possible to argue that
three of the graves were located on a SW-NE aligrina¢though with such a
small number it is impossible to be sure that i “real” phenomenon. The
graves were 2.2-3m apart.

Burial G8 was urned within a circular grave [11¥hich was 0.5m in diameter
and 0.2m deep, with concave sides and base. Theag a late ‘Belgic’ Iron
Age pedestal urn (115) which was located centnaitiiin the grave but after
some infilling had taken place (Fig. 7, section Bhe only possible grave good
recovered was a sessile echinoderm (blastoid)lfetgiough as this was found
within the general grave backfill, it is uncert#iit was a deliberate inclusion.

Burial G9 comprised an urn and accessory vesshliméin oval grave [118],
which was 0.6m long, 0.5m wide and 0.3m deep, waticave sides and a
rounded base. The urn (142) was an early Romapypejd beaker that had
been positioned upright at the base of the grase north of the centre (Plate 1).
Accessory vessel (119) was an early Roman flaganhtad been positioned just
south of the centre of the grave. It was at adnigiosition in the grave than the
urn suggesting that the grave had been partiaifyied before it was deposited.
The backfill of the grave contained 398g of crerddiene and the urn 271g.
Analysis suggests that ‘it is extremely likely tladitthe human bone from both
deposits is that of one individual’ (Section 6.8)is possible that the only other
finds within the grave, two tacks and a fragmenra pbssible small staple, that
were recovered from the grave backfill may alsoehderived *...from old
timbers, with structural fittings remaining in ptaaised on the pyre’ (Section
5.2).

Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 13
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4.4.3

Burial G10 comprised an urn within a sub-circuleang [154], which was 0.4m
in diameter and less than 0.1m deep, with concales sind a flat base. The urn
(155) was a late ‘Belgic’ jar that had been posigid upright and centrally within
the grave (Fig. 7, section a). There were no ggamels and no bone visible
outside the urn. The shallow depth of the graveyests that later truncation had
occurred.

Burial G11 comprised an urn and six accessory Ve¢s25, 127, 129, 131, 135
and 138), two brooches, a pair of tweezers andoavbal animal skeletons (Plate
2). The grave [124] was sub-circular, 1m in disane@ind 0.2m deep, with
concave sides and a flat base. The urn (133) ecebsory vessels (125, 127,
129, 131, 135 and 138) were all late ‘Belgic’ Ivbge in date. The urn (133) was
a cordoned cup, whilst the accessory vessels ceatptivo carinated cups, a
pedestal urn, a cordoned jar, a conical lid arat §5lates 3, 4 and 5). All the
pottery vessels were positioned in the west hathefgrave. With the exception
of vessel (138), all had been placed upright orbtee of the grave. Vessel (138)
was placed upside down and appears to have beesitihwhen the grave had
been partially in-filled, suggesting that it maywbhdeen an afterthought.

Parts of a pig carcass and a sheep’s upper for¢liity had also been placed on
the base of the grave in the vicinity of the potteessels. There is clear evidence
that the vertebral column of the pig had been bareth (Section 6.1).

Two fibula brooches and a pair of tweezers were falsnd within the grave
(Section 5.2). The brooches (RA 1 and 2) were &r@aulish wire/rod brooches
dated to the first half of the 1st century AD. 8cb RA 2 was found on the base
of the grave west of centre; whilst RA 1 was foumare centrally but within the
grave backfill. The tweezers (RA 3) were placedtanbase of the grave slightly
south of centre. Two small oval links were alsorfd in the grave backfill.

Eleven fragments of small narrow staples were rex@/from the grave backfill.
An additional iron fragment was also found withotessory vessel (131) and it is
possible that it represents a twelfth staple. fitesence of staples could indicate
that a wooden container had been cremated witttieidual (Section 5.2).

Activity focus L 202

Activity focus L202 comprises two roughly paraltelrving ditches G1 and G3,
and two pairs of postholes G2 and G4 (Plate 6).

Southernmost ditch G1 [59, 63, 69, 73, 170 and 984 0.5m wide and 0.2m
deep, with a concave base. It terminated to teearal the shape and depth of the
terminus suggested that it was not the produatuoication. The ditch contained

a light yellow-brown sandy silt fill and two sherfls03kg) of late Iron Age /

early Roman pottery. It was associated with twstipoles G2, [61 and 67] that
were 0.5m and 0.7m in diameter and 0.2m and 0.3 (i&g. 6, section b and c).
The westernmost posthole contained three sherdseolron Age / early Roman
pottery. The eastern posthole contained a thip Sagment of lead alloy, which
cannot be closely dated.

Ditch G1 was redug on the same alignment but $\igbtthe north (G3 [48, 52,
54, 71 and 172]). It was slightly wider than thigimal ditch but otherwise very
similar in dimensions and profile (Fig. 6, sectan It contained a charcoal-rich
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4.4.4

deposit of dark grey-brown clay silt, mixed witkidisherds of late Iron Age /
early Roman pottery and 0.1kg of fired clay.

Two postholes G4 [50, 57 and 110] had been dugti@outhern edge of ditch
G3. They were under 0.7m in diameter and unden@e@ep. The postholes
contained grey-brown clay silt or mid yellow-browifty sand. The easternmost
posthole contained one sherd of late Iron Agelyd@dmman pottery and 0.08kg of
fired clay.

Although ditch G1 is stratigraphically earlier th@3 they are considered to be
broadly contemporary and form the south side af\al enclosure investigated to
the north within the Bridgman Joinery Works sitelke and Preece 2012, 6 and
fig. 4). The exact purpose of the enclosure isknotvn; however, during the
Roman period a drying oven was located withinntsrior (Luke and Preece
2012, figs 5 and 6). The charcoal-rich fill ofa#itG3 (53) could indicate that the
enclosure was still open during the Roman periatthat the rakings from the
oven were deposited within the defining ditch. fanly, amorphous fragments
of fired clay recovered from recut ditch G3 andthok G4 may also have
derived from the oven. The presence of a termatidlse eastern end of ditch G1
indicates that the enclosure had a southern emtranc

Ditched enclosures L 203

Ditched enclosures L203 comprised ditch G5 [46,%}7,103, 105, 174 and 179],
which dog-legged across the site on a general 1saith course (Plate 7) and
extended beyond the limit of excavation. It truedsenclosure ditch G3 (L202)
and also truncated the main fills of stream chahdéP (Phase 1).

Enclosure ditch G5 was 1.4-3.8m wide and was udd@en deep, with a steeply
sloping concave profile. Its fills contained tdresds of late Iron Age pottery.
The ditch, especially the arc to the west, wastrenwa number of occasions (Fig.
6, sections e and f).

Enclosure ditch G5 was partially redug, on the sahgament, as G6 [23, 35, 65,
77,91, 100 and 176]. The recut was 1.4—2.6m ardkless than 0.8m deep, with
moderately sloping sides and a concave baseilldtsdntained sixty-three sherds
of both late Iron Age and fully Romanised pottery.

The second partial redefinition of enclosure di@hwas dug on the same
alignment as a much narrower ditch G7 [37, 75,89 ¥81]. This was 0.9m wide
and 0.5m deep, with a U-shaped profile. It corgdififteen sherds of both late
Iron Age and fully Romanised pottery.

The ditch is interpreted as an enclosure ditchfards part of a larger enclosure
system identified within the adjacent Bridgman &oynWorks excavation to the
north (Luke and Preece 2012, 1-6, fig. 4).
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4.5
45.1

45.2

4.6
4.6.1

4.6.2

Medieval (Phase 3)
Overview

A single boundary L301 was identified towards tbateern edge of the site (Fig.
8). It had previously been investigated duringttied trench evaluation (Albion
2003).

Boundary L 301

Boundary L301 was a broadly east-west aligned d&th [42 and 183]. It was at
least 20m long, but extended in both directionbeythe area of excavation. It
was at least 2.4m wide and over 0.9m deep. The dfabe ditch was not
excavated because it was below the water tabls;ttreufull profile and size of
the ditch was not observed. It contained depdts#tsvaried from dark blue-grey
clay-silt to light grey-brown sandy silt. Pottagcovered from the ditch
comprised a single sherd of 12th—13th-century,|4beipered pottery and two
residual sherds of late Iron Age / early Romangogtt

The ditch was replaced by a narrower ditch G1348® 185], which was on the
same alignment but slightly to the north. At 1ndevand 0.6m deep the recut
was smaller than the original ditch (Fig. 8, sett). It was filled by mid grey-
brown sandy silt and light orange-brown clay-sithe recovered pottery
assemblage comprised a sherd of 12th—13th-cersiueyl;tempered pottery and
two intrusive sherds of modern pottery. The uppetfill G13.3 was identified

in one segment; it contained a small number of modeefacts and indicates that
at least part of this ditch remained open untilyaiecently.

Post-medieval (Phase 4)
Overview

Evidence for post-medieval activity comprised twaidage ditches L401 and the
continued infilling of stream channel L201 (Fig. Bimilar evidence was found
in the Bridgman Joinery Works excavations to them_uke and Preece 2012,
14-16, fig. 10).

Ditches L401

North-south aligned ditch G17 [12] was identifiedhan a machine-excavated
segment across stream channel L102 (Phase Djteftided beyond the area of
excavation in both directions. It was at leastlwlide and 0.7m deep, with a
concave western side and flat base. It was fikedark grey-brown clay silt and
light grey-brown clay silt, which produced two mdsal sherds of early medieval
pottery and 0.13kg of brick fragments.

Ditch G14 [112, 146, 158, 160 and 164] was broadist-west aligned and
situatedc. 25m south-west of ditch G17. It was at least 1dmg; it extended
beyond the excavation area to the east but teredrtatthe west. It was 0.6m
wide and 0.1m deep at the western end but was 2im and 0.4m deep at the
eastern end where it truncated stream channel (Rlo&se 1). It had concave
sides and a flat base and was filled with lightygseange sandy silt and dark
brown-black clay silt. The upper fill of the ditetas disturbed and contained
frequent large stone fragments in an arrangem@gestive of an attempt at
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4.6.3

4.7
4.7.1

4.7.2

4.7.3

surface consolidation. Artefacts recovered fromdhch comprised a single
sherd of 19th-century transfer-printed ware, adeai sherd of Roman pottery,
two residual sherds of early medieval pottery arf@Kg of post-medieval brick
and roof tile. A copper-alloy hooked tag of proledlate medieval date and a
fragment of modern glass were also recovered.

Stream channel L 201

The tertiary fills of stream channel L102 (G21.0@l1&108) have also been
assigned to the post-medieval Phase 4, on the tiasiisatigraphical relationships
with earlier phases of activity and the recoveryooir sherds of 17th-century
black-glazed earthenware, including a pipkin handlbese deposits varied from
mid-grey-orange clay-silt to mid orange-brown sitgty and were truncated by
the post-medieval and modern ditches.

Modern (Phase 5)
Overview

Three ditches L501 and a number of tree-throw hidl€2 were identified (Fig.
10). All contained small quantities of modern tates that were not retained.

Ditches L501

Ditch G15 [83 and 85] was NE-SW aligned and sitdiatel4m west of ditch

G18. It was at least 16m long, 0.3m wide and Odeep, with a steep concave
profile. It was filled with frequent medium-sizetbnes and produced a sherd of
modern flower pot.

Ditch G18 [6] was broadly north-south aligned attdated on the eastern side of
the site. It was at least 11m long and extendgdrxkthe excavation area to the
north and south. It was 1.2m wide and 0.7m dedép, aumoderately sloping
concave profile. No artefacts were present inditsh, but it was
stratigraphically later than post-medieval activiiythis area of the site.

The ditch was extensively redug on the same aligriimet in a slightly wider
form G19 [9]. The recut was 2.1m wide and 0.7npd&eth a moderately
sloping concave profile. It contained eleven skarfdboth 17th-18th-century and
modern pottery.

Tree-throws L502

Eleven oval features G16 [79, 81, 98, 162 and W&8¢ investigated within the
site; five contained finds. The features had utagprofiles and bases and the
fills were mixed, suggesting that they were treethholes. The regular pattern
of tree-throws observed in the subsoil during m@iclg suggests that the site was
an orchard in the post-medieval / modern periodefacts recovered comprised
seven sherds of residual late Iron Age / early Ropwdtery, six sherds of post-
Roman pottery and an undated flint flake. Moddasgand a nail shank were
also recovered.
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5. ARTEFACTS

5.1 Ceramics
5.1.1 Methodology

The ceramic assemblage was examined by contexffabtit types identified in
accordance with the Bedfordshire Ceramic Type SéAppendix 1).
Quantification was by minimum vessel and sherd taamd weight. The
condition of the pottery and potential residuatityintrusiveness within each
deposit was noted, and attributes, including deémmramanufacturing techniques,
levels of abrasion and evidence of use, were recbrdll information recorded
for ceramic artefacts was entered onto an Accesbdse.

5.1.2 Quantification and variety

The assemblage totals 387 sherds, representingienom of 74 vessels (10.3kg),
the majority deriving from late Iron Age / early Ran features assigned to Phase
2 (

Tablel). A tiny number of ceramic roof tile fragmentsre@lso recorded.

Phase SherdNo. % Sherd Wt.(g) % Wt.

2 346 89.4 8724 84.3
3 6 1.6 247 2.4
4 10 2.6 410 3.9
5 25 6.4 968 9.4
Total 387 100 10,349 100

Table 1: Pottery quantification by Phase

Cremation burials are the main focus of potteryodépn (5.7kg), followed by
ditches and gullies (4kg). Sixty-four percentlod pottery (by weight) is of late
Iron Age date¢. 50 BC—AD 100), 22% of early Roman origin, and téeainder
medieval or later. The material exhibits varyireggees of abrasion, reflecting
the different features in which it was deposit€ttery associated with the
cremation burials has a mean sherd weight of 28# a8l other pottery a
negligibly lower value of 23g. Two complete vessa¢rive from cremation
deposits, and several are represented by moresthgie sherds.

5.1.3 Latelron Age/ early Roman (Phase 2)

Features assigned to Phase 2 contained 346 sheiglsing 8.7kg. The largest
pottery concentrations (in excess of 1kg) werevepsd from L201 cremation
burials G8 and G11; and the secondary fill of L2d8losure ditch G6 (

Table2).
L G Description Sherd No. Wit (g)
201 8  Cremation burial 105 1479
9  Cremation burial 17 759
10 Cremation burial 14 422
11  Cremation burial 111 3070
202 1  Secondary fill of gully G1 2 25
2  Fill of post holes G2 3 61
3 Secondary fill of gully G3 5 76
Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 18
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L G Description Sherd No. Wit (g)
4  Fills of post holes G4 1 3
203 5  Secondary fill of enclosure ditch G5 10 210
203 6  Secondary fill of enclosure ditch G6 63 1908
7  Fill of ditch G7 15 711
Total 346 8,724

Table 2: Phase 2 pottery quantification by Land-use Amd@roup

Cremation cemetery L201

The remains of eleven vessels were recovered foumifurials in L201. All
cremations are urned; G9 has a single accessosghasd G11 multiple
accessory vessels (

Table3). Although limited, the forms reflect those oatnig in cremation burials
of the late ‘Belgic’ Iron Age (pedestal urns, coned jars, cups) and early Roman
periods (poppyhead beaker and flagon). None obdissels shows any sign of
having been either accidentally or deliberatelynbuin addition, there appear to
be no sub-standard or reused vessels, seconapairs; although at least three
have been truncated and suffered post-depositdamhge.

G Vessl type Fabric Form
8 Umn F09 Pedestal urn (Al)
9 Um RO6I Poppyhead beaker
Accessory vessel R10B Flagon
10 Urn FO5 Jar (base and lower body only)
11 Umn F09 Pedestal urn (A1)
Accessory vessel FO6A Cordoned cup (E3-4)
Accessory vessels  F09 Carinated cup x 2 (E1-1)
Accessory vessel F09 Cordoned jar
Accessory vessel F09 Conical lid (L6/L7)
Accessory vessel FO6B Jar (base and lower body onl

Iron Age forms classified after Thompson (1982)

Table 3: Pottery vessels from cemetery L201 cremationabsiri

Activity focus L202

A small assemblage of eleven abraded late Iron/Agely Roman sherds (1659)
derived from the fills of ditches G1, G3, and padtls G2 and G4. Diagnostic
forms are a pedestal urn, a poppyhead beaker, pladter. Ditch G3 and
posthole G4 yielded nine amorphous fired clay fragts (1929) in a coarse sand
and shelly fabric.

Ditched enclosure L203

Enclosure ditch G5 and its recuts G6 and G7 yieRRdherds (2.8kg), the
majority deriving from initial recut G6. Thirty-sen sherds (1.4kg) are datable to
the late Iron Age, and occur in a range of grog stmell-tempered fabrics
characteristic of the period. Diagnostic formsiarthe ‘Belgic’ tradition, and
comprise jars with simple everted or bead rimsgooed vessels, and single
examples of a bowl with a rippled shoulder, andiaright rim bowl. The largest
single deposit comprises thirteen sherds (867g) frayrog-tempered cordoned
jar with combed and finger nail impressed decomatio

Fully Romanised pottery occurred only in ditch 8086 and G7, and comprises
two undiagnostic grey ware sherds (18g) and 48daoraherds (1.3kg) from a
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5.1.4

5.15

5.1.6

flat rim shelly vessel. The latter is a recognisalyoduct of the pottery kilns at
nearby Lodge Farm, Harrold (Brown 1994).

Medieval (Phase 3)

The secondary and tertiary fills of boundary di@&h2 and later recut G13, L301,
contained two undiagnostic 12th—13th-century stestipered sherds (20g), two
residual late Iron Age sherds (28g), and two ineisnodern earthenware and
stoneware sherds (199g). The medieval shelly wareetikely to be of local
origin (Hall 1972; Duncan, Wells and Wooding 2012).

Post-medieval (Phase 4)

Four 17th-century black-glazed earthenware sh&@8q), including a pipkin
handle, were recovered from the upper fills G2hD&tream channel L102. The
primary and secondary fills of ditches G14 and Q401 yielded five highly
abraded, residual Roman and early medieval shafpéeed sherds (38g), an
intrusive sherd of 19th-century transfer-printedev@8g) and seventeen pieces of
post-medieval brick and flat roof tile (781g).

Modern (Phase5)

Modern ditches G15 and G19, L501 contained a hanaite a 17th-century
glazed earthenware chafing dish (138g) and elekerds (624g) of 18th-century
and more recent origin, the latter including fragtseof terracotta plant pot.

Seven abraded late Iron Age / early Roman sheftBgjland six post-Roman
sherds (30g) were recovered from tree-throws GH62L

5.2  Other Artefacts
5.2.1 Methodology
Each object was assigned an identification andtional category, and was
guantified by number and/or weight. A date ranges assigned, where
applicable, with reference to standard typologiaiks.
All ironwork and selected copper alloy have beaayed. The digital x-ray
plates form part of the site archive.
5.2.2 Quantification and variety
A total of twenty-six items was recovered. Theeasslage is quantified by
material and Phase in Table 4; all the assemblage drom phased deposits.
Material Quantity Phase2 Phase4 Phaseb
Copper alloy 6 5 1 -
Iron 16 15 - 1
Lead alloy 1 1 - -
Glass 1 - 1 -
Flint 1 - - 1
Stone (fossil) 1 1 - -
Totals 26 22 2 2
Table 4: Other artefacts by material and phase
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As can be seen from Table 5 a small range of fanaticategories was
represented. Fasteners were the most numerousntpb7.7% of the
assemblage, with dress and adornment coming setd®i2%. The remaining
categories were in the main represented by sitges. The absence of craft and
subsistence-related items suggests that the ige¢sti area was situated away
from an occupation focus. Artefacts depositedunas L201 account for 80.8%
of the assemblage (see Table 6).

Featuretype
Functional category Ditch Grave Structural Treethrow Natural | Category totals
Building materials 1
Window glass 1 - - - -
Fasteners 15
Nails - 2 - 1 -
Staples - 12 - - -
Dress & adornment 5
Brooches| - 2 - - -
Chain links - 2 - - -
Hooked tag 1
Toiletry 1
Tweezers - 1 - - -
Prehistoric 1
Flake - - - - 1
Uncertain/unidentified 2
Fastening or claspf? - 1 - - -
Sheet fragmenf - - 1 - -
Natur al/ecofacts 1
Fossil 1 - - -
Totals 2 21 1 1 1 26

Table 5. Other artefacts by functional category and featype
5.2.3 Daterange

A single patinated flint flake was the earliesefatt recovered. The post-
depositional damage to the proximal end prevernerhénation of knapping
technique (soft versus hard-hammer), but this pepeesumed to date between
the Neolithic and later Bronze Age. Two broocheSimple Gaulish form date to
the first half of the 1st century AD. The laterdreval period is represented by a
hooked tag, comprising a circular disc surmounted bectangular slot. A thick
clear sherd of modern window glass with moulded @gothe most recent artefact.

5.2.4 Provenance

Late Iron Age / early Romano-British (Phase 2)

Other artefacts were found in three of the founmton burials: G8, G9 and G11
(Table 6).

A fossil, tentatively identified as a sessile edaierm (blastoid) was found within
the fill of urned cremation burial G8. Althoughghs not an artefact per se, it
may have been purposefully included within the &lur fossils were frequently
thought to have amuletic powers (Plate 8).
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Object type Quantity
Fossil

Iron nail/tack
Iron staple
11| Iron staple fragments 1
Copper alloy brooch
Copper alloy chain links
Copper alloy tweezers
Uncertain (iron staple or fasteningf?)
202.05| 4| Lead alloy strip fragment 1

201

LOmO

PR NNRRF NP

Table 6: Other artefacts assemblage from Phase 2 deposits

The upper fills of cremation burial G9 contained temains of two tacks and a
possible small staple fragment. These fragmenishrage been inadvertently
included within the grave fills, perhaps derivednirold timbers, with structural
fittings remaining in place, used on the pyre.

Urned cremation burial G11 had six accessory vess®l was also accompanied
by grave goods. Eleven fragments of small narraples were found in the
grave fills; there was no one concentration andsthples occurred in all three of
the grave fill spits. This could indicate that thmdy had been accompanied on
the pyre by a wooden container, the small sizé®ftaples perhaps suggesting a
repaired wooden vessel or a small casket. A tivalfin fragment, found within
the fill of accessory vessel 131 (cordoned jaratiric type F09), may be part of
another staple.

Two Simple Gaulish wire/rod brooches, dating toftret half of the 1st century
AD were also found in burial G11. Brooch RA 2 vpdaced on the base of the
grave west of centre and brooch RA 1 was fountiémtiddle fills of the grave,
slightly north-east of the grave centre. Two srogll links were found in the
grave backfill. Although of the same type, thedatoes differ in size, but it is
possible that they were originally worn togethatkéd by a chain. Neither
survives in good condition nor are they compldteéhe brooches had been worn
paired during life, perhaps the act of breakingdhain and scattering the various
components might have been part of the buriallritthe tweezers RA 3, which
accompanied cremation burial G11, have slightlsefian-turned tips and a
marginal groove. They had been placed on the diabe grave, slightly south of
the centre.

The presence of two Simple Gaulish brooches aralraoptweezers in cremation
burial G11, combined with the suite of ceramic e¢és¢Section 5.1.3), confirm a
date in the first half of the 1st century AD andqa the burial within the
Aylesford tradition. The small assemblage frormtadon burial G9 and the
fossil from cremation burial G8 cannot assist wité dating, but can perhaps, in
combination with the other data-sets, provide soragght into burial practices.

To the north of the cremation cemetery were twalbgrcurvilinear ditches (G1
and G3) and associated postholes (G2 and G4) fgragtivity focus L202. The
only other artefact recovered from L202 comprisehlim strip fragment of lead
alloy; this cannot be closely dated nor is its cisar.
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Post-medieval (Phase 4)

Ditch G14 (L401) was the only feature to yield QtAetefacts. A hooked tag
with a circular disc decorated with a petalled ffsywsurmounted by a rectangular
slot, is dated to the late medieval period (Hint®80, 549). The same context
that yielded the hooked tag also produced a snedkpf modern clear colourless
glass with moulded dots.

Modern (Phase 5)
Tree throw holes G16 yielded part of an iron nadrk. A patinated flint flake
was recovered from L101.
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ECOFACTS

6.1
6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

Animal Bone
M ethodology

All the bones and teeth recovered from the excamatrom both hand-collected
and sieved samples, were recorded individually amelational database
(Microsoft Access), which forms part of the sitetave. In the main database
table the following information was recorded whappropriate for each
specimen: species; anatomical element; zones & pasent; approximate
percentage of bone present; gnawing damage; erageathering; burning;
fusion data; associated bone group number; sanupidar; other comments.
Separate tables linked to the main table by arviddal identification number
were created for the very limited amount of metribatchery and tooth ageing
data. Tooth eruption and wear descriptions fatesagheep/goat and pig follow
the method of Grant (1982). Measurements are ttieseribed by von den
Driesch (1976).

Sample size and preservation

Animal bones were retrieved from twenty-two consexBeventy-six fragments
were recorded, including nine from sieved samplkesotal of forty-eight
elements were identified to species, including foam the sieved samples. In
some cases bones were fragmented into severakpidtese fragments were
recorded as a single specimen. Most of the faassgmblage survived in
moderate condition. Of the forty-eight identifigplecimens, five were recorded
as eroded, two as weathered and five as gnawezhittks metatarsal from post-
medieval Phase 4 was slightly charred on its praksurface.

Latelron Age/ early Roman (Phase 2)

Seven Groups provided a total of fifty-eight anirbahe fragments, of which
forty were identified (Table 7). The secondaridfi curvilinear gully G1

included a cattle cervical vertebra, and fragmehts sheep/goat molar and a pig
incisor. Two sheep/goat tibiae and a cattle sacxenm® recovered from enclosure
ditch G5. The secondary fill of enclosure ditch @6duced thirteen fragments,
of which only small fragments of a cattle scapalaheep/goat tibia and a pig
mandible were identified. The posterior of thedal@f the scapula was slightly
distorted by a minor healed fracture. The pig nilalecbelonged to a young adult
animal (third molar in early wear). The lengthtloé third molar (33.8mm) fell
within the size range of domestic pig rather tHanlarger wild boar. Ditch G7
provided the distal quarter of a small adult eqpigbably a horse), and smaller
fragments of an adult cattle sacrum and anothespgheat tibia.

Cremation burial G11 provided evidence for the &lwf parts of a pig carcass
and a sheep’s upper forelimb. The main group stediof at least eighteen
vertebrae of a pig. The articulated vertebraeas#d on the base of the grave
towards its south-western edge, consisted of ttth and seventh cervical (neck)
vertebrae and twelve thoracic vertebrae placeccadjao the cremation urn (133)
and two of the accessory vessels (127 and 135keTdf the lumbar vertebrae
and parts of the sacrum formed a less coherenpgusti south of the centre of
the pit. All the vertebrae belonged to the sammah All the cranial and caudal

Land Adjacent to 68A High Street, Harrold, Bedfordshire: 24
Archaeological Excavation



Albion Archaeology

epiphyses of the vertebrae were unfused. Howseetebrae generally fuse later
than limb bones and the size of the bones suggaistie pig was at least in its
second year of life when it was slaughtered. Theotear evidence that the
vertebral column had been butchered. The latelgg® of all the cervical and
thoracic vertebrae were either damaged or absenbatchery marks were
observed on one of the cervical and five of theabia vertebrae. All the marks
were located on the edge of the vertebral bodythércase of the thoracic
vertebrae these marks were located at the junbebmeen the vertebrae and the
rib heads. Similarly, none of the lateral processiehe lumbar vertebrae were
present and in three cases blade marks were chasithyy on the edge of the
body of the vertebrae. This evidence suggestdththtribcages of the pig, along
with the rest of the flanks, were separated froenghine. These would have
contained substantial amounts of meat. Howeveryéntebrae themselves, when
butchered in this manner, would have been left \itifle meat adhering to them.
Four fragments of rib shaft, however, were fountthédugh not identified to
species, it is extremely likely that they belongedhe same pig.

Four unfused caudal vertebrae also from the sagve/g@ie found inside vessel
(135), which lay just to the north-east of the lanbertebrae. It is conceivable
that parts of the tail became displaced from tlsé s€the vertebrae when the fills
of the grave settled and thus ended up within #@ssel. All the vertebrae survived
in fair condition, although some were slightly eedd However, there is no clear
evidence of weathering or gnawing damage and mhsdi&ely that the bones
were deposited fairly soon after being procesgethirly complete isolated pig

rib was found in a context immediately above thevartebrae. It is very likely
that this also belonged to the same animal. Alghahere is no evidence of
butchery on the rib head, its size is compatibléa whe articulated pig bones.

Adjacent to the pig cervical vertebrae lay the tigtapula, humerus and radius of
a sheep. Only the distal quarter of the scapula\sd but the other two bones
were largely complete. The glenoid of the scaphla distal humerus and the
proximal radius had fused but the epiphyses optb&imal humerus and distal
radius were unfused and not recovered. This stgtjest the animal was over six
months of age but probably younger than three yadrsThe sizes of the bones
indicate that the forelimb probably belonged taaimal aged between one and
two years old. The morphology of the humerus adius was diagnostic of
sheep rather than goat. In contrast to the pitglese, the sheep bones were quite
poorly preserved. They were all quite heavily @ddnd weathered. Itis
possible that they had been exposed to the elerf@rdasconsiderable time before
final burial. It was not certain during excavatiwhether the bones were still
articulated but their proximity to each other sugjgehat they were.

The only other bones identified from this buriahsisted of a pair of mandibles
from a short-tailed vole found in a sieved sampbenfthe upper spit of the grave.
Despite its relatively shallow depth, it is feasilthat these belonged to a vole that
fell into the grave when it lay open, possibly sdpgent to the deposition of the
cremation and the grave goods.

The deposition of animal remains in late Iron Agentation burials is known
from various parts of England. A well-known examd the King Harry’s Lane
cemetery at St Albans where pig and chicken borezs ¥ound in several
cremation burials. However, unlike at Harrold savhéhe pig bones as well as
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6.1.4

6.1.5

6.1.6

the human remains had been cremated (Davis 1989, Z&ticulated groups of
pig bones have been found in a number of rich luassociated with the Arras
Culture in Yorkshire (Legge 1991) but these wesoamted with inhumations
and are earlier in date (middle Iron Age) than Blakr A closer parallel comes
from a cemetery at Great Chesterford, Essex, wdéate Iron Age / early Roman
cremation burial featured an urn that containeeMadnburnt pig ribs and chicken
bones, as well as the cremated human remains (8;nd890).

However, the closest parallel comes from Biddenhaop, to the south of
Bedford, where a late Iron Age cremation cemeteynd in association with
Farmstead 6/8, was identified. Three of the ritesves in the cemetery
contained joints of pig including one that was coisgd of twenty-four vertebrae
(Maltby 2008, 224). Pigs, therefore, appear tcehiaaen associated with some of
the richer burials in this region. This has greatgnificance when it is
recognised that pigs were relatively uncommon memporary settlement
deposits on the Biddenham Loop and other sitesndr&edford compared with
sheep and cattle. In addition, pig bones wereadrkdistant third behind cattle
and sheep/goat bones in the late Iron Age assembiaig the adjacent
excavations on the Bridgman Joinery Works, Har(Bldckham 2012, 24-5).
Pigs, therefore, may have been regarded as avediakiigh-status food
commodity. The joints could be regarded as a fféeting, although in this case
the ritual deposition involved a portion largelyigbed of meat. One can
speculate that the meat from the rest of the animaaleaten during the funeral
ceremony. Similarly, the sheep forelimb may notehbeen deposited as a fresh
joint of meat.

Medieval (Phase 3)

Only three animal bones were recovered. Two fraohds12 were unidentified
mammal fragments. The recut of ditch G13 produc&dgment of pig humerus.

Post-medieval (Phase 4)

Twelve animal bone fragments were recovered (Taplelhese included a cattle
tibia fragment from ditch G14. Ditch G17 produgets of a cattle metatarsal,
humerus and rib and a molar plus fragments of husnand tibia of sheep/goat.
The shatft of the rib was slightly distorted by aled fracture.

Modern (Phase5)

Only three unidentified mammal fragments were reced.
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Phase 2 3 4 5

Group 1|5 6 7181911 |12 | 13|14 | 17 | 16 | 19 | Tota
Cattle 1] 1 1 1 - - - - - 1 3 - - 8
Sheep/goat 1 2 1 1 1 3 - - 1 3 11
Pig 1 - 1 - - - 23 - 1 - - - - 26
Horse - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 1
Short-tailed Vole - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - 2
Total identified 3|3 3 3|10]0] 28 0 1 1 6 0 0 48
Unid. mammal 1 - 10 - 1 1 5 2 - 3 2 2 | 28
Total 4 | 3|13 ]3|1] 1] 33 2 1 4 8 2 1 76

6.2
6.2.1

6.2.2

Counts are of numbers of individual specimens (NISP
Counts include bones in associated bone groups
Counts include bones in sieved samples

Table 7. Animal bone species counts by Phase and Group

Charred Plant Remains and Other Botanical Remains
I ntroduction

Environmental bulk soil samples were collectedtii@r potential recovery of
charred macro-plant remains and information on-tragbandry and processing
and other possible activities being carried othatsite. The samples were also
examined for the presence of potential identifiadtiarcoal fragments for
information on woodland resources and managemehtuseh selection for
domestic, economic and ritual use.

Sampling, recovery and identification methods

Thirty samples were collected from features dating the late Iron Age / early
Roman period (Phase 2). Twenty-six of the sampkae from the fills of all the
cremation burials within cemetery L201. The ottineee samples were from
ditches G1 and G3 (L202) and enclosure ditch G®3).2

The volume of the individual soil samples rangexufr0.25-40 litres and were
processed using a Siraf-style type flotation tamé mesh sizes of 0.3mm and
1mm for the recovery of the flot and residue reipely. The residues were
dried and sorted for biological remains and otlehaeological material while the
flots were also dried, measured and assessed aisitggeo-binocular microscope,
with a magnification of up to x40.

The presence and relative abundance of charretinglarains (grain, chaff, wild
plants/weed seeds) was recorded, along with tlygiérecy of charcoal fragments
larger and smaller than 2mm, the larger piecesgogitentially identifiable and
thus suitable for analysis. Other biological remsgun-charred plant material,
bones, snails and insect fragments) in the flot®wséso noted.

The item frequency of the charred plant and othgirenmental remains was
scored using the following scale: + = <5 items;=#5%-25 items; +++ = 26-100
items; ++++ = 101-300 items; +++++ = >300 itemderitification of the charred
botanical remains was carried out with nomenclaisesl for these following
Stace (2005).
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6.2.3 Results

Twenty-nine of the thirty samples produced flot@ble 8 shows the frequency of
different biological remains in each sample witimooents on individual
assemblages, including provisional identificatiohsny botanical material. The
majority of the flots, however, were very small @tlg less than 1ml) and all
consisted largely of roots and (fine) sediment dyumith only traces of charred
plant remains.

Charred plant remains

The charred plant remains were limited to a fewrlygareserved cereal grains in
five samples: two from cremation burials G9 and @fd the fills of ditches G1
and G3. The grains were mainly from Triticum (Wgaith tentative
identifications of hulled wheat, Triticum dicoccuspglta (emmer/spelt) and free-
threshing wheat (Triticum aestivum type), plus grgrains of possible Hordeum
(barley) and Avena (oat). The oat grain is propabiveed. The fill of ditch G3
also produced a Triticum (wheat) glume base, conifig the presence of hulled
wheat on the site, and a large Poaceae (grass)sessibly oat.

Wood charcoal was similarly poorly representedhwitly traces or small
amounts of very fragmented material in twenty-trotthe twenty-nine
productive flots. There was potentially identifialcharcoal in just five flots, with
occasional fragments in cremation burials G9, GiD@11 and ditches G1 and
G3.

Occasional un-charred wild plant/weed seeds wergentt in fourteen flots,
mainly Sambucus nigra (elder) and Rubus (brambbedh robust woody seeds
typical of disturbed ground and hedgerows. Theseswere probably intrusive,
particularly given the large amounts of roots inoéthe flots.

Other biological remains in the flots

Other environmental material included occasiormaklsor moderate amounts of
snails in all the flots. A number of samples frditch fills G1, G3 and G6
include the burrowing species Cecelioides acioutach is probably intrusive.
Several very small fragments of poorly preserveshbibione, very likely
unidentifiable, were found in three samples, creonaburials SG12 (G8) and
SG15 (G11). There were also occasional earthwagrcases in two flots and
beetle fragments in one flot, although this matesi¢ikely to be intrusive.

6.2.4 Summary

The results from the site showed only traces aftifiable and poorly preserved
charred plant remains in three samples from crematemetery L201 (G9 and
G11) and in two ditch samples from activity focl®P (G1 and G3). ltis likely
that the material in the cremation burials andhditits represents background
domestic crop-processing waste from activitiesnghilace to the immediate
north of the site where excavations within the ferridgman Joinery Works
produced evidence of crop-processing activitiemftbe late Iron Age / early
Romano-British period (Martin 2012, 25-8).

The small amount of charred plant material fromdite is thus limited to simply
providing basic data on the cereals that may haea lised (and possibly
cultivated) nearby. The grains in the sampledyeal for the late Iron and
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early Romano-British periods, with hulled wheat {mhaspelt) and hulled barley
being the main cereals in southern Britain, wislevidence for free-threshing
wheat (Grieg 1991, 306, 309). This is reflectedssemblages recovered from
other sites west of Bedford (Giorgi 2016, CD Set) and from the late Iron
Age / early Romano-British samples from the adja8idgman Joinery Works.
The latter produced evidence for mainly spelt wiaeat hulled barley, with a
little emmer (Martin 2012, 25-8).

The wood charcoal is similarly limited. Five saegpfrom three cremation
burials, G9, G10 and G11, and two ditches, G1 aBdpBduced only occasional
or single fragments of potentially identifiable veboharcoal, which cannot
provide any useful or significant information ore ttange of woods used as fuel
for the cremation burials or evidence on the legaddland environment.
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L G | SG | Sample Featuretype Vol. Vol. Flot vol | charcoal | Charred | Charred | Charred | Uncharred | Mollusc Comments
processed | unprocessed (ml) >/<2mm grain chaff Other Seeds
(Itrs) (Itrg)
201 | 8 12 9 Cremation buria| 9 0 1 ++

10 5 0 2 -+ + ++ Snails includ€gcelioides
acicula

31 15 0 <1 -[++ + ++ snails inclu@ecelioides
acicula

32 2 0 <1 -[+++ ++ -

33 1.5 0 <1 -/+ + -

34 0.5 0 <1 -[++ + -

9 13 11 Cremation burial 10 0 2 -I+ + ++ -Odoaal snails include

Cecelioides acicula

12 20 0 4 +/++ ++ Occasional snails include
Cecelioides acicula

13 13 0 1 + ++ Occasional snails include
Cecelioides acicula

14 20 0 2 + ++ -

15 9 0 2 +/+ + ++ -

28 1 0 <1 -[++ ++ Snails inclu@ecelioides
acicula

29 1 0 <1 -[++ + + ++ OnEriticum sp. grain;
snails (virtually all
Cecelioides aciculp

30 1 0 <1 -[++ ++ -

11 15 16 Cremation burial 40 0 90 -[++ + + +++ rades of CPR; cfTriticum
aestivum(1), cf.T.
dicoccum/speltdl),
Triticum sp. (2), indet grain
(1) (very poorly preserved)
Snails includeCecelioides
acicula

17 20 0 35 + ++ -

18 20 0 45 +/++ + + ++ Traces of CPR;Tfiticum
aestivum(1), cf. Triticum sp.
(1), cf.Hordeumsp. (1),
indet grain (1) (very poorly
preserved)

20 0.5 0 <1 -/+ + Occassional snails inelud
Cecelioides acicula

21 0.5 0 <1 -/+ + -

22 0.25 0 <1 -+ + -
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L G | SG | Sample Featuretype Vol. Vol. Flot vol | charcoal | Charred | Charred | Charred | Uncharred | Mollusc Comments
processed | unprocessed (ml) >/<2mm grain chaff Other Seeds
(Itrs) (Itrg)
201| 11| 15 25 Cremation burial 2 0 1 -[++ ++ -
26 3 0 12 -I+ ++ snails inclu@celioides
acicula
23 1 0 <1 + -
24 1 0 <1 -[++ ++ -
10| 14 19 Cremation buria 7 0 1 ++ + ++ -

202 1 - 7 Ditch 10 20 5 +++ + + ++ One indetigrigagment
Snails includeCecelioides
acicula

202 | 3 - 6 10 20 18 +/++ + + + + ++ Traces of CPR;
Hordeum/Triticurmsp. grain
frags (2); cfAvenasp. (1)
indet grain (3):Triticum sp.
glume base (1); Poaceae
(large) (1) (very poorly
preserved)

203| 6 - 8 10 20 1 -1+ + ++ Snails inclu@ecelioides
acicula

Key: + =1-5 items: ++ =5-25 items; +++ = 25-100;++= 100-300; +++++=>300items

CPR (charred plant remains)

Table 8: Summary of charred plant remains and other bathnéenains by Phase, Land-use Area and Group
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6.3 Human Bone
6.3.1 Methodology

Cremated material from four graves, divided inteset contents and spits within
fills, was analysed. Spits were laid out side-l@esand assessed for content and for
refits between spits. If the contents were simiaondition and bone
representation and/or had refits, it was assumedthiere had been random
deposition of bones or body areas and the sammes eombined. Methods

followed are those of Mayne Correia 1997, Mays 1298 McKinley 1989.

The samples were sieved down to 4 mm and 2mm rbesino sample contained
more than a negligible small fraction. Small umityrebbles and pea grit were
removed, animal bone, possible shell and otheap&bus material was bagged. The
remaining human bone was sorted by body part (skxilhl skeleton and
limbs/extremities) and parts weighed, in orderdmpare the weights with

McKinley’'s ‘standard’ cremation percentages. Tha&sze no duplications

indicating the presence of more than one individaadl just one instance of some
bones that were of different condition to the bofikhe sample they came from.

The expected weight range for a whole body aftenibg is approximately 1600—
3600g. For ancient cremation burials it is apprately 200-2000g, average 800g
(McKinley 1989). The Harrold cremation burial defs are mostly at the low end
of this range, with three in the 200s—400s, buhwite (G8) in the 900s (Table 9).

All bone is buff-white unless otherwise stated. i&lbone has lost all its organic
component through combustion and is almost pur@rainhaving been burned at a
temperature of at least 645°C over several houts adequate oxygen access
(Mayne Correia 1997; Mays 1998: 216, table 11.1KMtey 1989). Poorer burning
produces bone in shades ranging from a bright bieg; grey, black and reddish-
brown, and in these samples there is a small anaditie-grey and grey, with
some black in areas protected from fire.

G | Urn Age Sex | Weight | Diameter/depth of | Possible grave goods
) grave (m)

8 Pedestal urn Adult - 933 0.5/0.2 ?Sessile echinoderm

(Form A1, F09) (blastoid) fossil
9 Poppyhead beaker Adult M 669 0.6/0.3 Flagon (R10B)

(RO6I) 2 tacks

Staple fragment

10 | Jar (FO5) Adult M 296 0.4/0.1 -
11 | Pedestal urn (Form Al; 25-35 - 207 1.0/0.2 2x carinated cups (Form B1-

F09) 1; FO9)

Cordoned cup (FO6A)
Cordoned jar (F09)
Conical lid (L6/L7; F09)
Jar (FO6B)

Partial pig skeleton
Forelimb of a sheep

2x 1st-century AD brooches
(RA1and RA 2)
Tweezers (RA 3)

2x oval links

11x staple fragments
1x staple or fastener

NOTE. G11 contained a possible second individuai¢iated by four skull vault frags)

Table9: Summary of cremation burials in cemetery L201
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6.3.2 Burial G8

The assemblages of cremated bone retrieved frorotinexcavated spits from this
grave were similar in content and so were combinHtk total weight, 933g, is a
reasonable size for an ancient cremation deposit.

Fragments came from all areas of the body: skulltyéace and base, vertebrae,
pelvis, ribs, all limbs, and some small bones efliands and feet. Surprisingly, the
teeth and jaws were absent, apart from one maratibohdyle (a dense area that
forms the lower part of the jaw articulation); télaly large pieces of the
innominates were present. The matching left agick petrous bones of the skull
were the only paired elements, showing that onkiodividual was present.

Comparing the body-area proportions with thosenodgerage modern cremation
(McKinley 1989, 68), we find: skull 23.9% (versu8.2%), axial skeleton 35.2%
(23.1%), limbs and extremities 40.9% (58.7%). &kml skeleton is, therefore,
over-represented, and this is clearly due to tigelpieces of innominate, since ribs
and vertebrae are represented by only a few sthallfragments.

Despite the quantity, it is not possible to det@erthe sex of the individual because
none of the sex-determination features were presahthe size and robusticity was
medium. Age appears adult, due to size and ialtisence of any epiphyses
(growing areas of the bones). There were no obb&r\pathological changes.

6.3.2 Burial G9- backfill of grave

The backfill material from the grave contained fredits of large long bones, each
with two fragments fitting together. There wasoadsnoteworthy mixture of fully-
burnt bone and bone which is blue-grey (less walht) and black (poorly burnt,
still with much organic material within). For thisason the samples have been
pooled, giving a total weight of 3989, comfortabiythe lower end of McKinley’s
range.

The poor burning on the long bones, focused buenttely on the femur and tibia,
suggests a fault in what is otherwise excellenepgchnology. That the bones had
largely become white shows that the pyre was satisfy in terms of high
temperature, availability of oxygen and time, boé @r more of these requirements
had been removed from the non-white bone. Penteggant limbs fell from the

pyre or poor construction/collapse caused inadegaiataccess to just one area. The
latter is more likely given that some other bonad the same non-white areas.

Parts of the vault, face and base of the skulk pkntral mandible, were present,
together with some tiny fragments of ribs, vertelbaad pelvis, and relatively large,
when refitted, pieces of long-bone shaft from bagpper and lower limb. There
were also fragments of patella and four bones@gttiremities, three of the foot,
one unknown.

Making the same body-area comparisons as abovpeticentages are skull 15.9%
(versus 18.2%), axial skeleton 3.1% (23.1%), limbd extremities 81.0% (58.7%).
These proportions speak for themselves: the ak&éton is extremely low and the
limbs extremely high in representation.
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Age is assumed adult, from the absence of epiphy®es sex-determination feature
was present, the supra-orbital area, and this is mdorm. Furthermore, the bones
were very robust, especially the femoral shaftsis Will be partly due to the
incomplete burning, since bone shrinks as it busnsthe white bones appear
equally robust.

The mandible had five open tooth sockets, showosj-mortem loss of these teeth,
but one closed socket showing one instance of motgem loss.

6.3.3 Burial G9-urn

There were no refits between these contexts, bbadla mixture of bone in similar
condition and with relatively large pieces of verae (conspicuously missing from
the rest of the assemblage), so the bone froml42) (vas pooled. The weight is
2719, close to the lower end of the standard rarfigpee colour was slightly browner
than in other contexts, but this is likely to beeda less-thorough washing; it is not
the brown of very-poorly burnt material.

Fragments came from the skull vault and face, wite upper canine tooth root
present, and from the length of the vertebral colunb, innominates, clavicle, limbs
and extremities. The percentages by body regiemslaull 11.1% (versus 18.2%),
axial skeleton 16.4% (23.1%), limbs and extremiti2$% (58.7%), so, like the
grave backfill, the limbs are heavily over-reprdsenalthough in this case skull and
axial skeleton were more balanced in under-reptaten.

Age is once again adult and the superior orbitaland the sciatic notch of the
pelvis are of male form. No pathologies were presen

A test was made to investigate whether the materiatn 142 was from the same
individual as that represented in the grave bdakfdterial. Colour is similar, except
that bone from the grave backfill is browner ovifalit this is probably due to the
greater amount of cancellous bone in urn 142, wietdns soil after washing. In
both cases the femur and tibia are the areas rthafray-blue with black patching
and black within the shafts, showing that thereengemilar pyre conditions for both.
Both are the remains of a robust male. Finalijyalgh no refits could be found
between the two deposits, cremated bone from u4rhad a fragment of right
superior orbit and the grave backfill material @néd a left superior orbit, and,
allowing for breakage, these are almost exact mimages of each other. Itis
extremely likely that all the human bone from bdé#posits is that of one individual.
The total cremation deposit of this individual wdtherefore weigh 669g, a weight
close to average for an ancient cremation burtdopagh still nowhere near the total
bone of a large adult.

The vertebral arch of a large mammal and some oitr@ihuman fragments were
present.

6.3.4 Burial G10

Cremated material from the fill of urn 155 and gnave backfill were compared, and
it was found that there were three refits of lormgu shafts. This (and the similarity
of content) show that this is a single depositiwat had partially escaped from the
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6.3.5

cremation vessel. The weight is 2964, like theemaltfrom cremation burial SG15,
a low but unexceptional amount for an ancient ctemaleposit.

Skull vault, base and mandible (with five socketsdnterior teeth), rib, pelvis and
limbs/extremities are present, but nothing atralhf the vertebral column. Body
percentages are skull 9.0% (versus 18.2%), axedésdn 14.9% (23.1%), limbs and
extremities 76.1% (58.7%). The axial skeletonfggis somewhat low and the skull
only half the expected amount, with the excesianimbs.

These are probably the remains of a male, suggbstdte robusticity of the femoral
and tibial shafts and the thickness of the ossitkesterion (see below). No age
beyond ‘adult’ can be determined.

Three fragments from the femoral shaft (of whiclo possibly refit) have
disorganised and porotic new bone overlying thiatst cortex; these are signs of
increased blood supply and consequent stimuluswebone production, usually
consequent to infection, though whether this waallsed or systemic is not possible
to determine.

The skull has the developmental anomaly of twosekibnes, called Wormian bones,
one the rather unusual ‘ossicle at asterion’ (led¢ah the area where the bones of the
side, back and base of the skull join, behind tre e

Burial G11

The cremated bone assemblages retrieved from tée éxcavated spits from this
grave were similar in content and so were combinduk total weight is, at 2079, at
the bottom end of McKinley’'s average for anciemroation deposits. Skull
(including two teeth, the upper left second molad the root of the upper left first or
second premolar) and limb-bone fragments dominate.

Body-area comparisons produced the percentagesiib3s.1% (versus 18.2%),
axial skeleton 2.8% (23.1%), limbs and extremi€ésl% (58.7%). The axial
skeleton is markedly under-represented: this iztime of the skeleton that is usually
under-represented to some extent, probably dueet&ragility of the ribs and some

of the vertebrae, but in this case it is excepligrsm. It is the skull that is over-
represented while the limbs are not far above MK/ standard.

Sex cannot be determined, but the age can be ¢stint®y the wear on the molar
tooth, as within Brothwell’s (1981) 25-35 range.

A pair of fragments from the femoral shaft, whiclk garobably adjacent although
they cannot be definitively refitted, show a rugasd lipped linea aspera (the raised
line that runs down most of the length of the femd which provides attachment to
the large muscles of the thigh). This might bepdyndue to the robusticity of the
individual, but might be myositis ossificans, calibg habitual strain on the muscle
attachments due to heavy muscle use. The sockie¢ afpper right first premolar
appears to be closed or closing, showing ante-moteth loss.

Four skull vault fragments, of which three refidahe fourth is probably from the
same area, are a pure white, unlike the buff-wdfithe rest of the material. All
their surfaces are softly rounded by abrasioms stuggested that they might be the
remains of an older cremated individual, perhagsdaatally picked up from a pyre
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site. Alternatively, they might have been buriedlifferent conditions to the rest,
although they came from different levels of fill has is not likely.

6.3.6 Summary

Four adults are present in the assemblage: ong adelrobust male adult, one adult
of 25—-35 and one probably male adult, together witbw adult human fragments
perhaps residual. There is a small amount of pagical change. There was no
evidence of the depositions being structured bigspach deposit was uniquely
imbalanced in terms of the major body areas. Wsigte within the expected range
and burning was largely excellent apart from iniddu®11.
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DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS

7.1

7.2

The archaeological investigations identified fiveapes of activity dating from the
pre-lron Age (Phase 1) to the modern period (PBas@hey are discussed below in
chronological order.

Pre-lron Age (Phase 1)

A major landscape feature was identified in theezagpart of the development area
in the form of a north-south aligned stream chaniNg firm dating evidence was
recovered, although a prehistoric, struck flink#avas found within the channel and
its main fills were stratigraphically earlier thaome of the late Iron Age / early
Roman (Phase 2) features. The feature was exarbinagalaeo-environmental
specialist, but the deposits were not suitablel&iailed examination as they would
not have added to the information recovered froemBhdgman Joinery Works
investigation to the north (Scaife 2012, 28-30).

Within the Bridgman Joinery Works investigation 8teeam channel was examined
in a number of box sections and augered holes (BukiePreece 2012, 6). It was
over 16m wide¢. 0.9m deep with steep sides and a fairly flat b&ganic material
at the very base of the channel was dated to Al 4@{Beta 228370, 1920+40BP).
Based on these investigations, ‘... it is clear,dfae, that at least part of the
channel was silting up during the late Iron AgaryRomano-British period.
However, what is less clear is when it was formed laow long it remained open; it
appears to have survived as a hollow, at least,thetpost-medieval period. The
stream may have been replaced by a drainage ditdiich survives to the present
day’ (Luke and Preece 2012, 6).

Late Iron Age / early Roman (Phase 2)

The earliest firm evidence for human activity withihe excavation area dated to the
late Iron Age / early Roman period. This actidgmprised the continuation of an
enclosure system associated with a farmstead igegstl within the Bridgman
Joinery Works site to the north (Luke and Preecd®20-6, fig. 4). Althougle. 9kg

of pottery was recovered, it is likely that the di®pment area was situated on the
periphery of the farmstead — a conclusion thatgpsrted by the presence of a
small cremation cemetery (which are often founduoh peripheral locations).

At least two square/rectangular, ditched enclosanespart of a smaller oval
enclosure were identified within the excavatiorear&@he majority of the pottery
recovered from the ditches was late Iron Age ;gladman in date. Fully
Romanised pottery was only found in the recut @isc{G6 and G7) of enclosure
ditch G5 (L203). It is, therefore, likely that seraf the boundaries continued to
function into the Roman period. During the 2nditio centuries AD a crop-
processing area, including a drying oven and péesshibeshing floor, was
established within the continuation of oval encles@1/G3 (L202), within the
former Bridgeman Joinery Works site (Luke and Pee&@12, 34—7). Charcoal and
fired clay recovered from ditch G3 was possiblyoagsted with the crop-processing
area to the north and, therefore, suggests thad itontinued to function during this
period (although no fully Romanised pottery wasided).

The southernmost enclosure contained cremationteeyie201. This comprised
four graves, all of which contained urned buriald &vo of which also featured
accessory vessels and/or non-ceramic artefactshéasis of the typological
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dating of the pottery and other artefacts, the ¢erngeean be dated to the late 1st
century BC / early 1st century AD, although onlyediurial (G9) contained fully
Romanised pottery. The graves contained the cezhramains of four adults, two
of whom were probable males. No duplication ofyopdrts or selection of
particular bones was noted, but one burial (G1hjained cremated skull fragments
of another individual, suggesting the likely rea$a pyre site.

7.3 Medieval (Phase 3)

A large ditch containing 12th—13th-century pottesys located at the southern limit
of the development area. It was redug at least dncing the medieval period.
Ditched enclosures were found within the Bridgmaimdry Works investigations to
the north (Luke and Preece 2012, 12-14, fig. %) abcl 2.3m wide the ditch within
the development area is much more substantiatoltsiderable size and its
alignment parallel to the High Street may indidht® it represents the northern
boundary of the medieval settlement. It may akeehserved the purpose of
channelling water from the north-south streams/nbbnonto a more west-east
alignment. A channel serving this function surgite this day adjacent to the
footpath just to the south of the development area.

7.4 Post-medieval and Modern (Phases 4 and 5)

A ditch was dug on the same alignmen8m to the north of the medieval boundary
ditch described above presumably serving a sirfulaction. The continued
management of the stream channel L102 (Phase lindiaated by new ditches,
L401 and L501, dug along its course in the postieved period (Phase 4) and again
in modern times (Phase 5).
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9. APPENDICES

9.1 Appendix 1: Pottery Type Series

Fabrics are listed in chronological order, usingnomn names and type codes in
accordance with the Bedfordshire Ceramic Type Serddl wares are previously
published, and full descriptions are availablehia archive.

Fabric Type Common name Sherd No Wt (g)
Late Iron Age/Roman transition
FO3 Grog and sand 1 28
FO5 Grog and shell 19 502
FO6A Fine grog 1 267
F06B Medium grog 39 794
FO6C Coarse grog 18 964
FO7 Shell 7 121
F09 Sand and grog 188 3859
F24 Buff shell 4 114
277 6649
Early Roman
RO6A Nene Valley grey ware 5 76
RO6B Coarse grey ware 1 4
R0O6C Fine grey ware 6 44
RO6I Black-slipped grey ware 11 448
R10B Fine buff sandy ware 1 289
R13 Shell 53 1417
77 2278
Early Medieval
B0O5 Harrold/Olney shelly ware 2 10
BO7 Shelly ware 7 62
9 72
Post-medieval
PO1 Fine glazed earthenware 1 138
P03 Black glazed earthenware 5 375
P36A Brown salt-glazed earthenware 1 4
7 517
Modern
P38 Creamware 1 1
P45 Transfer-printed ware 9 128
P50 Stoneware 1 190
P55 White earthenware 1 1
MOD Non-specific mass-produced ware 5 513
17 833
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9.2 Appendix 2: Detailed Context Data
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Area: 1
Extent (ha): 0.85
OSCo-ordinates: SP9517456889
Description:  Open-area excavation

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

1 Topsoil Friabledark black clay silt occasional small-medium CBM, occasional small-
medium stones. 0.28m thick

[]

2 Subsoil Friable mid brown orange silt . 0.48m thick L] []
3 Natural Friable mid grey brown silty gravel L] L]
4 Natural Friablelight grey orange sandy gravel [] []
6 Ditch Linear NW-SE sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.2m, max L]
depth 0.66m, min length 11.m
7 Fill Friable mid orange brown sandy silt . 0.15m thick []
8 Fill Friable light orange brown clay silt . 0.6m thick []
9 Ditch Linear NW-SE sides: 45 degrees base: concave dimensions: max breadth 3.m, max L]
depth 0.7m, min length 11.m
10 Fill Loose light grey yellow sandy gravel . 1.4m thick []
11 Fill Friable dark grey brown clay silt occasional small-medium stones. 0.45m thick
12 Ditch Linear NW-SE sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 4.5m, max depth []
0.6m, min length 11.m
13 Fill Friable dark grey brown clay silt occasional flecks charcoal, moderate small-medium
stones. 0.3m thick
14 Fill Friable light grey brown clay silt occasional small-medium stones. 0.38m thick L]
15 Palaeochannel Linear NNW-SSE sides: assymetrical base: flat dimensions: min breadth 12.75m, L]
max depth 1.m
16 Fill Looselight orange sand []
17 Fill Loose light red orange silty sand . >0.25m thick
18 Fill Plastic mid grey clay silt. 0.1m thick ]
19 Fill Friable mid grey brown silty gravel . 0.55m thick []
20 Fill Friable mid brown silty gravel . 0.5m thick []
21 Fill Friable mid grey brown clay silt moderate small-medium stones. >0.7m thick []
22 Fill Friable mid grey orange silty clay occasional small-large stones. 0.75m thick
108 Fill Friable light orange brown clay silt . >0.7m thick []
109 Fill Friable mid orange brown clay silt . 0.36m thick []
23 Ditch Linear E-W sides: steep base: flat dimensions: max depth 0.55m, min length 9.5m []
24 Fill Friable mid orange brown sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.55m thick []
30 Topsoil Friable dark grey black clay silt occasional small-medium stones. 0.33m thick L] L]
31 Subsoil Friable mid orange brown clay silt moder ate small-medium stones. 0.25m thick. [] L]
Stones form a band towar dsthe base of the deposit.
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Area: 1
Extent (ha): 0.85
OSCo-ordinates: SP9517456889
Description:  Open-area excavation

32 Natural Looselight yellow sandy gravel . Large patches of mid brown orange sandy silt []
also noted within layer.

35 Ditch Linear E-W sides: steep base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.97m, max depth L]
0.42m, min length 1.m

36 Fill Friable mid orange brown sandy silt frequent small-medium stones. 0.42m thick

37 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: steep base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.84m, min []
depth 0.44m, min length 1.m

38 Fill Friable dark brown black sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.44m thick []

39 Ditch Linear E-W sides: steep base: concave dimensions: max breadth 1.07m, min depth []
0.6m, min length 1.m

33 Fill Friable light orange brown clay silt occasional small-medium stones. 0.22m thick

40 Fill Friable light grey brown clay silt . 0.44m thick

41 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt moderate medium stones. 0.15m thick []

42 Ditch Linear E-W sides: steep dimensions: max breadth 2.4m, max depth 0.9m, min []
length 1.m

43 Fill Friable light grey brown clay silt occasional small stones. >0.9m thick

44 Fill Friable dark brown grey sandy silt frequent small stones, moderate medium stones. []
0.29m thick

45 Fill Friable dark blue grey clay silt frequent small stones. >0.18m thick, but not fully []
excavated due to water level.

46 Ditch Linear N-Ssides: steep dimensions: min breadth 0.26m, min depth 0.4m, min []
length 1.m

47 Fill Friable mid grey brown clay silt moderate small stones, occasional medium stones. []
>0.4m thick

48 Ditch Curving linear E-W sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.3m, []
min depth 0.22m, min length 0.77m

49 Fill Friable dark grey brown clay silt frequent flecks charcoal, occasional medium stones. []
0.22m thick

50 Posthole Circular sides: vertical base: flat dimensions: max breadth 0.68m, max depth []
0.23m, max length 0.4m

51 Fill Friable mid brown grey clay silt occasional medium stones. 0.23m thick

52 Ditch Curving linear E-W sides: U-shaped base: concave dimensions: max breadth []
0.61m, max depth 0.22m, min length 1.m

53 Fill Friable dark brown black clay silt frequent flecks charcoal, frequent small-medium
stones. 0.22m thick

54 Ditch Curving linear NW-SE sides: steep base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.77m, []
max depth 0.25m, min length 1.m

55 Fill Friable dark brown black clay silt moderate flecks charcoal, frequent small-medium
stones. 0.09m thick

56 Fill Friable mid orange brown sandy silt frequent small-medium stones. 0.14m thick []

57 Posthole Oval sides: near vertical base: flat dimensions: max breadth 0.57m, max depth L]
0.26m

58 Fill Friable dark grey brown clay silt occasional flecks charcoal, moderate small-medium
stones. 0.26m thick
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Area: 1
Extent (ha): 0.85
OSCo-ordinates: SP9517456889
Description:  Open-area excavation

59 Ditch Linear E-W sides: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.48m, max []
depth 0.25m, min length 1.m

60 Fill Friable light orange brown sandy silt frequent small stones, occasional large stones.
0.25m thick

61 Posthole Sub-circular sides: vertical base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.38m, min depth []
0.24m, min length 0.4m

62 Fill Friable mid grey brown clay silt occasional flecks charcoal, moderate small-medium []
stones. 0.24m thick

63 Ditch Linear E-W sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.24m, min []
depth 0.14m, min length 0.54m

64 Fill Friable light orange brown sandy silt frequent small stones, occasional large stones. L]
>0.14m thick

65 Ditch Curving linear NE-SW sides. U-shaped base: concave dimensions: min breadth L]
1.83m, min depth 0.54m, min length 1.m

66 Fill Firm mid grey brown silty sand moderate small-medium stones. 0.54m thick

67 Posthole Sub-oval sides: steep base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.35m, min depth 0.2m, []
min length 0.55m

68 Fill Friable mid yellow brown silty sand . 0.2m thick

69 Ditch Curving linear E-W sides: 45 degrees base: concave dimensions: min breadth L]
0.72m, min diameter 0.22m, min length 1.m

70 Fill Firm mid yellow brown sandy silt occasional small-medium stones. 0.18m - 0.22m
thick

188 Fill Friable mid yellow brown silty sand . 0.15m thick []

71 Ditch Curving linear E-W sides: 45 degrees base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.7m, []
min depth 0.23m, min length 1.m

72 Fill Firm dark grey brown sandy silt occasional small-large stones. 0.23m thick

73 Ditch Curving linear E-W sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.52m, min []
depth 0.1m, min length 1.m

74 Fill Firm mid yellow brown sandy silt occasional small-medium stones. 0.1m thick

75 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: steep base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.7m, min []
depth 0.42m, min length 1.m

76 Fill Friable dark brown black sandy silt occasional flecks charcoal, moderate small-medium
stones. 0.42m thick

77 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: steep base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.69m, min []
depth 0.47m, min length 1.m

78 Fill Friable mid orange brown sandy silt frequent small-medium stones. 0.47m thick []

79 Treethrow Sub-circular sides: irregular base: v-shaped dimensions: min breadth 0.83m, min []
depth 0.31m

80 Fill Loose dark brown black clay silt occasional small-large stones. 0.31m thick

81 Treethrow Sub-circular sides: convex base: v-shaped dimensions: min breadth 0.8m, min []
depth 0.3m

82 Fill Loose dark brown black clay silt occasional small-large stones. 0.3m thick
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Area: 1
Extent (ha): 0.85
OSCo-ordinates: SP9517456889
Description:  Open-area excavation

83 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.25m, max L]
depth 0.1m

84 Ditch Loose mid brown grey sandy silt frequent small-medium stones. 0.1m thick []

85 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.25m, max L]
diameter 0.1m

86 Fill Loose mid brown grey sandy silt frequent small-medium stones, occasional large
stones. 0.1m thick

87 Ditch Linear NE-SW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.53m, min L]
depth 0.1m, min length 1.m

88 Fill Compact mid grey brown silt frequent small stones. 0.1m thick []

89 Ditch Linear N-Ssides: steep base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.91m, min depth []
0.54m, min length 1.m

90 Fill Friable dark brown black sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.54m thick

91 Ditch Linear N-Ssides: vertical base: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.03m, min []
depth 0.67m, min length 1.m

92 Fill Friable mid orange brown sandy silt frequent small-medium stones. 0.64m thick

93 Fill Friable light orange brown sandy silt occasional medium stones. 0.67m thick []

94 Ditch Linear N-Ssides: steep base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.35m, min depth []
0.45m, min length 1.m

95 Fill Friable dark brown black sandy silt frequent flecks charcoal, moderate small-medium
stones. 0.22m thick

96 Fill Compact mid grey brown silty gravel frequent small stones. 0.23m thick []

97 Fill Friable mid orange brown sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.43m thick []

98 Treethrow Sub-oval sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.8m, min depth L]
0.42m, min length 1.6m

99 Fill Loose dark brown black sandy silt frequent small stones, occasional medium stones.
0.42m thick

100 Ditch Linear E-W sides: 45 degrees base: concave dimensions: min breadth 2.55m, min []
depth 0.78m, min length 1.m

102 Fill Compact dark brown grey silt moderate small stones. 0.78m thick

103 Ditch Linear E-W sides: U-shaped base: flat dimensions: min breadth 3.78m, min depth []
0.65m, min length 1.m

101 Fill Compact mid brown grey silt moderate small stones. 1m thick. Poor visibility dueto []
rising water table.

104 Fill Compact mid brown grey silt moderate small stones. 0.45m thick L]

105 Ditch Linear E-W dimensions: min breadth 2.m, min depth 0.6m L]

106 Fill Friable light brown grey clay silt . 0.6m thick []

110 Posthole Oval sides: vertical base: flat ]

111 Fill Friable mid brown grey clay silt . 0.23m thick

112 Fill Dimensions: max breadth 1.8m, min length 11.m L] L]

113 Fill Friable mid grey brown silty clay []
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Area:
Extent (ha):

OS Co-ordinates:

1
0.85
SP9517456889

Description:  Open-area excavation
114 Grave Circular sides: steep base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.5m, max depth []
0.2m, min length 0.45m
115 Finds deposit Cremation burial urn
116 Fill Firm mid yellow brown silty sand moderate small stones. 0.1m thick
117 Fill Firm mid yellow brown silty sand moderate small stones. 0.1m thick
192 Cremation deposit Friablemid brown clay silt . Fill of cremation burial urn (115). 0.05m thick
193 Cremation deposit Friablemid brown clay silt . Fill of cremation burial urn (115). 0.05m thick
194 Cremation deposit Friablemid brown clay silt . Fill of cremation burial urn (115). 0.05m thick
195 Cremation deposit Friablemid brown clay silt . Fill of cremation burial urn (115). 0.05m thick
118 Grave Oval sides: steep base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.4m, min depth 0.28m, L]
min length 0.5m
119 Finds deposit Accessory vessel
120 Fill Compact mid brown grey silt occasional small stones. 0.05m thick
121 Fill Compact mid brown grey silt occasional small stones, occasional small-medium
stones. 0.05m thick
122 Fill Compact mid brown grey silt occasional small stones. 0.05m thick
123 Fill Compact mid brown grey silt occasional small stones. 0.05m thick
142 Finds deposit Cremation burial urn
143 Cremation deposit Fill of accessory vessel (119). 0.05m thick ]
144 Cremation deposit Mid brown grey . Fill of cremation buria urn (142). 0.05m thick.
145 Fill Compact mid brown grey silt occasional small stones
190 Cremation deposit Friable mid brown grey clay silt . Fill of cremation burial urn (142). 0.05m thick.
191 Cremation deposit Friable mid brown grey clay silt . Fill of cremation burial urn (142). 0.05m thick.
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Area: 1

Extent (ha): 0.85
OS Co-ordinates:

SP9517456889

Description:  Open-area excavation

124 Grave Sub-circular sides: vertical base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.05m, max depth []
0.17m, min length 1.09m

125 Finds deposit Accessory vessel

126 Cremation deposit Friable dark grey brown clay silt occasional small stones. Fill of accessory vessdl []
(125). 0.06m thick

127 Finds deposit Accessory vessel

128 Cremation deposit Friable dark grey brown clay silt occasional small stones. Fill of accessory vessel []
(227). 0.09m thick.

129 Finds deposit Accessory vessel

130 Cremation deposit Friable dark grey brown clay silt occasional small stones. Fill of accessory vessel
(129). 0.1m thick.

131 Finds deposit Accessory vessel

132 Cremation deposit Friable dark grey brown clay silt. Fill of accessory vessel (131). 0.1m thick

133 Finds deposit Cremation burial urn

134 Cremation deposit Friable dark grey brown clay silt frequent small stones. Fill of cremation burial urn
(133). 0.06m thick.

135 Finds deposit Accessory vessel

136 Cremation deposit Friable dark grey brown clay silt . Fill of accessory vessel (135). 0.09m thick.

137 Animal skeleton

138 Finds deposit Accessory vessel

139 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.05m thick

140 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.05m thick

141 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.07m thick

178 Cremation deposit Friable dark grey brown sandy silt frequent small stones. Fill of accessory vessel (127). []
0.02m thick

189 Cremation deposit Friable dark grey brown clay silt. Fill of accessory vessel (135). 0.05m thick

146 Ditch Linear ESE-WNW sides: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 2.m, min []
depth 0.37m, min length 11.25m

147 Fill Friable mid orange brown clay silt moderate small-medium stones, occasional large
stones. 0.2m thick

148 Fill Friable mid orange brown clay silt frequent small-medium stones. 0.08m thick []

149 Fill Loose light brown orange sandy silt frequent small-medium stones. 0.1m thick []

150 Fill Friable light brown grey clay silt occasional medium-large stones. 0.09m thick

151 Fill Firm dark brown black clay silt frequent large stones. 0.29m thick []

152 Fill Friable light grey orange sandy silt . 0.16m thick []

153 Fill FArn; dark brown grey clay silt moderate medium stones, occasional large stones. 0.15m []
thicl
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Area: 1
Extent (ha): 0.85
OSCo-ordinates: SP9517456889
Description:  Open-area excavation

154 Grave Sub-circular sides: 45 degrees base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.34m, min []
depth 0.07m, min length 0.4m
155 Finds deposit Cremation burial urn
156 Cremation deposit Friable mid grey brown clay silt frequent small-medium stones. Fill of accessory vessel
(155). 0.07m thick
157 Fill Friable mid yellow brown silty sand . 0.07m thick
158 Ditch Linear E-W sides: concave base: uneven dimensions: min breadth 1.45m, min L]
depth 0.18m, min length 0.4m
159 Fill Friable mid grey brown silty clay moderate small-medium stones. 0.18m thick
160 Ditch Linear E-W sides: concave base: uneven dimensions: min breadth 1.4m, min depth []
0.13m, min length 1.2m
161 Fill Friable mid grey brown silty clay . 0.13m thick []
162 Treethrow Oval sides: concave base: concave dimensions: max depth 0.16m, max diameter []
0.95m
163 Treethrow Loose mid brown grey silty gravel . 0.16m thick
164 Ditch Linear E-W sides: concave base: uneven dimensions: min breadth 0.65m, min L]
depth 0.07m, min length 0.5m
165 Fill Friable mid grey brown silty clay . 0.07m thick []
166 Treethrow Sub-oval sides: irregular base: uneven dimensions: max depth 0.32m, max L]
diameter 1.44m
167 Treethrow Friable mid brown grey sandy clay moderate small-medium stones. 0.22m thick
168 Treethrow Loose mid brown yellow sandy gravel . 0.15m thick []
169 Treethrow Friable dark grey black clay silt moderate small-medium stones. 0.32m thick
170 Ditch Dimensions: max breadth 0.57m, min length 6.4m [] L]
171 Fill Friable light orange brown sandy silt [] []
172 Ditch Dimensions: max breadth 0.7m, min length 9.m L] []
173 Fill Loose light brown grey clay silt [] ]
174 Ditch Dimensions. max breadth 3.6m, min length 46.m L] L]
175 Fill Compact mid brown grey silt [] []
176 Ditch Dimensions. max breadth 2.4m, min length 32.m L] L]
177 Fill Compact dark brown grey silty sand [] []
179 Ditch Curving linear sides: concave base: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.2m, min L]
depth 0.3m
180 Fill Friable mid orange grey clay silt . 0.3m thick []
181 Ditch Dimensions: max breadth 0.8m, min length 7.m L] []
182 Fill Friable dark brown black sandy silt L] [
183 Ditch Dimensions: max breadth 1.95m, min length 20.m L] []
184 Fill Friable dark blue grey clay silt [] ]
185 Ditch Dimensions: max breadth 1.37m, min length 23.m L] L]
186 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt [] []
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Area: 1
Extent (ha): 0.85
OSCo-ordinates: SP9517456889
Description:  Open-area excavation

187 Ditch Linear E-W sides: concave dimensions: min breadth 1.2m, min depth 0.6m []
107 Fill Friable mid brown grey clay silt . 0.6m thick []
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Plate 1: Poppyhead beaker cremation urn (142) from burial G9

Plate 2: Cremation burial G11
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Plate 3: Cordoned cup accessory vessel (125) from burial G11

Plate 4. Carinated cup accessory vessdl (127) from burial G11
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Plate 5: Carinated cup accessory vessdl (135) from burial G11

Plate 6: Activity focus L 202, looking east
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Plate 7: Enclosure ditch L203, looking north-east from south-west corner of the site

Plate 8: Sessile echinoderm (blastoid) from cremation burial G8
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