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document. 
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Non-Technical Summary 
Planning permission (13/0584/FUL) has been granted for a new University Technical 
College building for 670 students and 70 staff at Long Road 6th Form College, Long 
Road, Cambridge.  The proposed development will comprise the erection of a three-
storey building with rooftop plant, associated landscaping, new cycle parking, car 
parking and an all-weather pitch with lighting. 
 
As the development lies within an area of high archaeological potential, 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s Historic Environment Team (HET) advised the 
City Council that a condition would be appropriate to secure archaeological 
mitigation with an evaluation as the first step.  This is in line with the requirements of 
paragraph 141 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
 
The trial trenching took place on 18th and 19th July 2013.   Nine trenches were 
opened in the area of the current car park and tennis courts (the location of the 
proposed expanded car park and UTC building).  
 
A further five trenches in the southern part of the development area (the current 
school playing fields) are subject to funding agreement for a new all weather pitch 
and were not undertaken at this stage. 
 
No archaeological remains were present in the nine trenches opened within the 
northern part of the development site.  
 
The depth and preservation of the subsoil within Trenches 1-4 and 9 indicates good 
potential for the survival of archaeological deposits within the development area.  
This suggests that their absence is genuine and not due to truncation associated with 
landscaping of the college grounds.   
 
The absence of remains within the development area indicates that the extensive Iron 
Age and Roman activity previously investigated on the adjacent Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital site (Evans, Mackay and Webley, 2008), and the Saxon and Bronze Age 
activity to the south (Collins 2009) do not extend as far north and north-west as the 
current tennis courts and car park within the development area.   
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Planning Background 

1.2 Site Location 
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1.3 Archaeological Background 
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1.4 Project Objectives 

 

 

 

 

Revised Framework for the East of England,
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2. METHODOLOGY 

• Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwork 

• Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 
England

• Deposition of Archaeological Archives in the 
Cambridgeshire County Council Archaeology Store

 
Management of Research Projects in the Historic 
Environment (MoRPHE) (2009) 

• 

Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory 
and practice of methods, from sampling and 
recovery to post-excavation (2011) 
By-Laws and Code of Conduct • f
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field 
Evaluation 
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3. RESULTS 

3.1 Introduction 

3.2 Overburden and Undisturbed Geological Deposits 
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4. CONCLUSIONS 
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Report.
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6. APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT DETAILS



Albion Archaeology

Trench: 1

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 5.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.65 m. Max: 0.8 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46036: Northing: 55553)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46037: Northing: 55549)

100 Topsoil Dark greyish brown
Sandy Silt
Friable
Thickness: <0.55m

101 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt
Compact
Thickness: <0.25m

102 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel patches and greyish white silty chalk patches
Compact

103 Modern intrusion Geological test pit

University Technical College, Long Road 6th Form College, Cambridge:
Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation



Albion Archaeology

Trench: 2

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 10.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.65 m. Max: 0.95 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46062: Northing: 55543)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46063: Northing: 55553)

200 Topsoil Dark greyish brown
Sandy Silt
Friable
Thickness: <0.17m

201 Make up layer Light white grey
Silty chalk
Friable
Present at southern end of trench
Thickness: <0.2m

202 Topsoil Dark greyish brown
Sandy Silt
Friable
Thickness: <0.3m

203 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt
Compact
Thickness: <0.25m

204 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel and chalk patches
Compact

University Technical College, Long Road 6th Form College, Cambridge:
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Trench: 3

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 10.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.6 m. Max: 0.6 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46060: Northing: 55518)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46068: Northing: 55512)

300 Topsoil Dark greyish brown
Sandy Silt
Friable
Thickness: <0.2m

301 External surface Grey, small pebbles and small gravel - associated with tennis court 
construction.
SE end of trench, 1.5m in length
Thickness: 0.8m

302 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt
Compact
Thickness: <0.5m

303 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel patches
Compact

University Technical College, Long Road 6th Form College, Cambridge:
Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation
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Trench: 4

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 10.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.45 m. Max: 1. m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46092: Northing: 55519)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46087: Northing: 55510)

400 Topsoil Dark greyish brown
Sandy Silt
Friable
Thickness: <0.23m

401 Make up layer Light white grey
Silty chalk
Friable
Present at north east end of trench
Thickness: <0.2m

402 Topsoil Dark greyish brown
Sandy Silt
Friable
Thickness: <0.25m

403 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt
Compact
Thickness: <0.3m

404 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel patches
Compact

University Technical College, Long Road 6th Form College, Cambridge:
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Trench: 5

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 15.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.4 m. Max: 0.4 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46090: Northing: 55504)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46076: Northing: 55499)

500 Tarmac Tennis court
Thickness: <0.2m

501 Make up layer White grey limestone gravel
Hardcore foundation beneath tarmac
Thickness: <0.2m

502 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt and gravel
Friable
Occasional CBM fragments
Thickness: <0.2m

503 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel patches
Compact

University Technical College, Long Road 6th Form College, Cambridge:
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Trench: 6

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 15.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.4 m. Max: 0.4 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46059: Northing: 55498)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46069: Northing: 55486)

600 Tarmac Tennis court
Thickness: <0.2m

601 Make up layer White grey limestone gravel
Hardcore foundation beneath tarmac
Thickness: <0.2m

602 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt and gravel
Friable
Occasional CBM fragments
Thickness: <0.2m

603 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel patches
Compact
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Trench: 7

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 15.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.4 m. Max: 0.4 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46078: Northing: 55479)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46065: Northing: 55471)

700 Tarmac Tennis court
Thickness: <0.2m

701 Make up layer White grey limestone gravel
Hardcore foundation beneath tarmac
Thickness: <0.2m

702 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt and gravel
Friable
Occasional CBM fragments
Thickness: <0.2m

703 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel patches
Compact

University Technical College, Long Road 6th Form College, Cambridge:
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Trench: 8

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 15.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.4 m. Max: 0.4 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46072: Northing: 55463)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46084: Northing: 55454)

800 Tarmac Tennis court
Thickness: <0.2m

801 Make up layer White grey limestone gravel
Hardcore foundation beneath tarmac
Thickness: <0.2m

802 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt and gravel
Friable
Occasional CBM fragments
Thickness: <0.2m

803 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel patches
Compact

University Technical College, Long Road 6th Form College, Cambridge:
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Trench: 9

Reason: Investigation prior to development

Length: 15.00 m. Width: 1.60 m. Min: 0.4 m. Max: 0.45 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology

Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46070: Northing: 55440)

OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 46056: Northing: 55433)

900 Topsoil Dark greyish brown
Sandy Silt
Friable
Thickness: <0.25m

901 Subsoil Mid reddish brown
Sandy silt
Compact
Thickness: <0.2m

902 Natural Mid brownish orange
Silty sand with gravel patches
Compact

University Technical College, Long Road 6th Form College, Cambridge:
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the project 

Planning permission has been given for a new University Technical 
College building for 670 students and 70 staff at Long Road 6th 
Form College, Long Road, Cambridge.  The proposed 
development will comprise the erection of a three-storey building 
with rooftop plant, associated landscaping, new cycle parking, car 
parking and an all-weather pitch with lighting.  No archaeological 
remains were present in the nine trenches opened within the 
northern part of the development site.  The depth and preservation 
of the subsoil within Trenches 1-4 and 9 indicates good potential 
for the survival of archaeological remains within the area, 
suggesting that their absence is genuine and not due to truncation 
associated with landscaping of the college grounds.  
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work 
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