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Preface 
Every effort has been made in the preparation of this document to provide as complete an 
assessment as possible, within the terms of the specification.  All statements and opinions 
in this document are offered in good faith.  Albion Archaeology cannot accept 
responsibility for errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by a third party, 
or for any loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in this document. 
 
This report has been prepared by Joe Abrams (Project Manager).  James Pixley (Project 
Officer and Jackie Wells (Artefacts Officer) contributed to the text and Joan Lightning 
(CAD Technician) prepared all the figures.  Day to day management of the project was 
undertaken by Joe Abrams.   All Albion projects are under the overall management of 
Drew Shotliff (Operations Manager). 
 
James Pixley was responsible for co-ordinating the Archaeological Supervisors and for 
organising the deployment of plant and staff within the proposed road corridor.  David 
Ingham (Archaeological Supervisor) supervised Area D, Richard Gregson 
(Archaeological Supervisor) supervised Area C, Adrian Woolmer (Assistant 
Archaeological Supervisor) supervised Areas A and B and Alison Bell (Assistant 
Archaeological Supervisor) supervised Area E.  The hardworking field team consisted of 
Lennard Anderson (Archaeological Technician), Anthony Clifton-Jones (Archaeological 
Technician), Mick Garside (Archaeological Technician), Phil Henderson (Archaeological 
Technician) and Chris Swain (Archaeological Technician). 
 
Dan Hounsell (Archaeological Supervisor) and Adam Lee (Assistant Archaeological 
Supervisor) assisted in the set-up of the fieldwork in its early stages. 
 
Albion Archaeology is grateful to Mike Dawson for awarding the contract for this phase 
of the works on behalf of Edmund Nuttall Capita - Symonds.  Our gratitude is extended to 
the following Edmund Nuttall Capita - Symonds staff; Jim Moran (Roadworks Agent), 
Pete Higgs (Roadworks Sub-Agent) and Graham Crabb (foreman).  All three assisted in 
the successful execution of this project thanks to their co-operative, and flexible, style of 
working which allowed the rapid deployment of new staff and equipment as these became 
necessary. 

 
Albion Archaeology 
St Mary's Church 
St Mary’s Street 
Bedford, MK42 0AS 

: 01234 294001 
Fax: 01234 294008 
e-mail: office@albion-arch.com 
Website: www.albion-arch.com 
 

Structure of this Report 
Section 1 serves as an introduction to the site, describing its location, archaeological 
background and giving details of the planning background.  Section 2 summarises the 
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aims and methodology of the trial trenching and observation phases of work.  Section 3 
describes the results of both the trial trenching and observation phases of work, and 
Section 4 summarises the results and assesses the relative significance of each Area of 
Archaeological Evidence (AAE).  Section 5 is a bibliography. 
 
Appendix 1 contains all trench summary information.  Appendix 2 contains an artefact 
summary. 
 
All figures are bound at the back of this report. 
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Key Terms 
Throughout this document the following terms or abbreviations are used: 
 
Albion Albion Archaeology 
  
Client Edmund Nuttall Capita - Symonds 
  
Client’s Consultant Mike Dawson, CgMs Consulting Ltd 
  
AAE  Area of Archaeological Evidence 
  
Fieldwalking  Collection of archaeologically significant artefacts from the 

existing ground surface 
  
SMR Sites and Monuments Record 
  
NMR National Monuments Record 
  
IFA Institute of Field Archaeologists 
  
MAP II Management of Archaeological Projects. English Heritage 

1991 
  
WYAS West Yorkshire Archaeological Services WYAS 

(geophysics sub-contractors) 
  
Observation Watching Brief on groundworks required ahead of the 

construction of the main Nuttalls Compound 
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Non-Technical Summary 
Following receipt of an invitation to tender from CgMs Consulting (CgMs 2004); 
Albion Archaeology was commissioned in September 2004 by Edmund Nuttall 
Capita - Symonds to undertake this archaeological evaluation on land within the 
corridor of the A428 Caxton to Hardwick Improvement Scheme in 
Cambridgeshire.  Albion’s Project Design stipulated a strategy for the 
implementation of a programme of archaeological works within the road 
improvement corridor.  It outlined a four-staged approach to the evaluation: 
 

• Stage I – Fieldwalking survey (non-intrusive evaluation) 
• Stage II – Geophysical survey (non-intrusive evaluation) 
• Stage III – Trial trenching (intrusive evaluation) 
• Stage IV - Appraisal of the results of the archaeological field evaluation 

 
The results of the non-intrusive evaluation (Stages I and II) have been fully 
described elsewhere (Albion Archaeology 2004).  In summary, these stages were 
used to define Areas of Archaeological evidence (AAE) which have been targeted 
during the intrusive evaluation (Stage III).  The archaeological potential of 
‘blank’ areas has been targeted using arrayed trenches. 
 
The intrusive evaluation was completed between June and July 2005.  As a result, 
ten AAE have been identified as worthy of further consideration during the 
formulation of a mitigation strategy to be undertaken in advance of construction 
work.  Seven of the AAE lie on land which had been identified as having 
archaeological potential during the non-intrusive evaluation.  Two AAE were 
identified on land which had not previously shown any signs of having 
archaeological potential.  One AAE lies on land occupied by the existing A428; 
this was not subject to any evaluative work, although its potential is briefly 
discussed within this document. 
 
The Areas of Archaeological Significance are as follows: 
AAE 1 – Caxton Gibbett (Area A, Field 2).  Undated Field system.  One ditch 
contained Roman pottery sherds. 
AAE 2 – Land west of Bourn Airfield (Wessex Evaluation, Fields 10 and 11).  Iron 
Age enclosure and associated pit. 
AAE 3 – Bourn Airfield (Area C, Field 12).  Ditches containing Roman pottery 
sherds.   
AAE 4 – Land west of Childerley Gate (Area D, Field 14).  Post-medieval moat. 
AAE 5 - Land east of Childerley Gate (Area D, Field 16). Roman enclosures, 
associated pits and ditches.   
AAE 6 – Land south-west of Scotland Farm (Area D, Field 17).  Flint bearing 
colluvium. 
AAE 7– Land south of Scotland Farm (Area D, Field 18).  Iron Age enclosures 
and associated remains. 
AAE 8 – Land north-west of Hardwick (Area E, Field 19).  Late Bronze Age/ early 
Iron Age pit containing burnt deposit. 
AAE 9 - Land north of Hardwick (Area E, Field 19).  Flint bearing colluvium. 
AAE 10 – Land north-east of Bourn Airfield (within the existing A428).  Possible 
route of Roman road, remains of which may be preserved below the 20th century 
road. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The project background is fully described in the specification (CgMs 2004).  In 
summary, a route has been identified for the A428 Caxton to Hardwick road 
improvement scheme and an archaeological evaluation is required to locate and 
assess the significance of buried archaeological remains within the land-take of the 
scheme. 
 
Following receipt of an invitation to tender from CgMs Consulting (CgMs 2004); 
Albion Archaeology was commissioned in September 2004 by Edmund Nuttall 
Capita - Symonds to undertake this archaeological evaluation.  Albion’s Project 
Design stipulated a strategy for the implementation of a programme of 
archaeological works within the road improvement corridor.  It outlined a four-
staged approach to the evaluation: 
 
• Stage I – Fieldwalking survey (non-intrusive evaluation). 
• Stage II – Geophysical survey (non-intrusive evaluation). 
• Stage III – Trial trenching (intrusive evaluation) 
• Stage IV - Appraisal of the results of the archaeological field evaluation. 

 
Following negotiations between CgMs Consulting, Edmund Nuttall Capita - 
Symonds and Albion Archaeology the following amendments to this approach 
were agreed by all parties.   
 
• Stage I – Fieldwalking survey (non-intrusive evaluation). 
• Stage II – Geophysical survey (non-intrusive evaluation). 
• Stage III - Appraisal of the results of the non-intrusive archaeological field 

evaluation. 
• Stage IV – Trial trenching (intrusive evaluation) 
• Stage V - Appraisal of the results of the intrusive archaeological field 

evaluation. 
 
The results of Stage III have already been fully reported (Albion Archaeology 
2004).  A preliminary report on the results of intrusive evaluation (Albion 
Archaeology 2005) was prepared solely to inform a post-fieldwork meeting held 
on the 29th July 2005.   This meeting was, in effect, Stage V of the evaluation and 
the initial, relative values of archaeological remains within the proposed road 
corridor were discussed and reviewed at this meeting.  Following that meeting a 
mitigation strategy was formulated and tender documentation circulated.  Albion 
Archaeology was awarded the contract for mitigation works on the 26th August 
2005.  These works are ongoing at the time of writing.  
 
This document represents the full report on the intrusive archaeological field 
evaluation for this road scheme a copy of which will be included in the archive for 
the project. 
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1.1 Site Location and Description 
The A428 improvement scheme corridor is approximately 9km long; it stretches 
from the Caxton Gibbet roundabout in the west, to the A14/Cambridge junction in 
the east.  Dualling as part of the Cambourne development has already taken place 
along a stretch of the route; the current scheme will affect land on either side of 
this stretch of road (Figure 1). 
 
The present A428 follows a broadly east-west orientated clay ridge.  This extends 
from St Neots in the west to Cambridge in the east.  Most of the land is relatively 
flat and comprises large, open fields. The valley of Bourn lies to the south, whilst 
to the north the land drops away to form a series of small ridges and shallow 
valleys. 
 
The geology of the corridor consists almost exclusively of a thick blanket of 
Boulder Clay.  This overlies the clays and shales of the Kimmeridge Clays and 
Corallian Beds, which come to the surface in the vicinity of the road improvement 
scheme; particularly around Knapwell and Caxton (Oxford Archaeology 2002). 
 
The scheme affects a total of twenty-three land parcels.  For ease of reference 
these have been numbered from west (Field 1) to east (Field 23).  The scheme is 
illustrated in Figures 1 – 5.  Figure 1 shows the entire scheme; Figures 2, 3, 4 and 
5 illustrate the location of the trial trenches and Areas of Archaeological Evidence 
(AAE) identified during the intrusive evaluation; Figures 6 to 22 show detailed 
trench plans for the entire scheme; Figures 23 to 25 illustrate a selection of section 
drawings from the evaluation and Figures 26 to 34 illustrate the size and shape of 
the AAE’s which were selected for mitigation works prior to the start of 
construction (AAE 6 was not selected and is therefore not shown). 

1.2 Archaeological Background 
A desk-based assessment (Oxford Archaeology 2002) deals extensively with this 
subject. As a result, it has already been established that find spots and monuments 
spanning the prehistoric to the modern period exist within the immediate vicinity 
of the road corridor.  

1.3 Methodologies 
The Project Design (Albion Archaeology 2004) stipulated three stages of works; 
utilising non-intrusive and intrusive evaluation techniques.  These comprised 
fieldwalking, geophysical survey and trial trenching. 
 
With the exception of land immediately north of Cambourne, which had already 
been evaluated by Wessex Archaeology (Wessex Archaeology 2002, 2003), all 
suitable land within the proposed new road corridor was subject to field artefact 
collection and geophysical survey as part of the non-intrusive evaluation (Albion 
Archaeology 2004). 

 
The non-intrusive phase of works was used to design a trenching strategy (Section 
2) which would test potential areas of archaeological interest identified during the 
non-intrusive stages (geophysical survey and fieldwalking) of the evaluation.  
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Areas thought to be blank were also tested with arrayed trenches in order to 
confirm the presence/absence of archaeological remains. 

1.4 Professional standards 
Throughout the project the standards set out in the following documents were 
adhered to: 
• Albion Archaeology’s Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwork (2nd ed, 

2001). 
• IFA’s Codes of Conduct, Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Field 

Evaluation. 
• IFA Guidelines for Finds Work. 
• English Heritage’s The Management of Archaeological Projects (1991). 
• Cambridgeshire County Council, County Archaeology Office, 2004 

Deposition of Archaeological Archives in the County Store. Guidelines (ref 
SMR 2004/1). 
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2. AIMS AND METHOD STATEMENT – TRIAL TRENCHING AND 
OBSERVATION 

2.1 Trial Trenching Methodology 
The trial trenching strategy (Figures 2, 3, 4 and 5) was designed in discussion with 
Mike Dawson, CgMs and reflects the results of desk-based assessment, field 
artefact collection and geophysical survey.  A copy of the proposed trench layout 
was lodged with Cambridgeshire County Council in December 2004.   
  
The trenches were designed to: 
 
• Determine the location, extent, nature and date of any archaeological features 

or deposits that were present. 
 
• Obtain information on the integrity and state of preservation of any 

archaeological features or deposits that were present.  
 

• Test anomalies, blank areas and potential areas of archaeological interest 
identified during the non-intrusive stages (geophysical survey and 
fieldwalking) of the evaluation. 

 
The location of all trenches was marked out on the ground in advance of machine 
excavation using differential GPS survey equipment.  Topsoil and modern 
overburden were mechanically removed by a tracked excavator, fitted with a 
toothless ditching bucket and operating under close archaeological supervision.  
These deposits were removed down to the top of the archaeological deposits, or 
undisturbed geological deposits, whichever was encountered first.  The spoil heaps 
were scanned for artefacts. 
 
The bases and sections of all trenches were cleaned by hand.  The deposits and any 
potential archaeological features were noted, cleaned, excavated by hand and 
recorded using Albion Archaeology’s pro forma sheets.  The trenches were 
subsequently drawn, and photographed as appropriate.  All deposits were recorded 
using a unique recording number sequence commencing at 100 for Trench 1, 200 
for Trench 2 etc. 
 
The trenches were monitored on two occasions, 12th July and 22nd July, by Kasia 
Gdaniec, Cambridgeshire County Council, acting on behalf of English Heritage.  
John Ette of English Heritage attended the first monitoring session on the 12th 
July.   

2.2 Observation Methodology 
The observation (watching brief) strategy was designed in discussion with Mike 
Dawson, CgMs, and reflects the results of desk-based assessment, field artefact 
collection, geophysical survey and trial trenching. 
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2.2.1 Machine Stripping and Observation 
Machine stripping of the topsoil, subsoil and undisturbed geological deposit was 
conducted by a 360° tracked excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket.  The 
machine was operated by an experienced driver under close archaeological 
observation.  It was safe, in good working order and powerful enough for the 
work.  
 
The supervising archaeologist had experience of working in the vicinity of heavy 
plant and adhered to site health and safety rules with regards to machine 
monitoring, including wearing a high visibility safety vest, hard hat and safety 
boots. 
 
Topsoil and subsoil were removed in a relatively small portion of the site (300m², 
Figure 13).  As a result archaeological features were revealed only in this area.  
Only topsoil was stripped on the remainder of the site.   
 
The location of these remains was marked on the ground to prevent them 
‘disappearing’ and to ensure their location was known and accurately planned.  
 
The deposits and any potential archaeological features were noted, cleaned, 
excavated by hand and recorded using Albion Archaeology’s pro forma sheets.  
The features were subsequently drawn, and photographed as appropriate.  All 
deposits were recorded using a unique recording number sequence commencing at 
8800. 
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3. RESULTS - TRIAL TRENCHING AND OBSERVATION 

3.1 Introduction 
This section briefly describes the remains encountered within all the trenches.  The 
more significant deposits and features are also included; these have been grouped 
together as Areas of Archaeological Evidence (AAE). Table 1 lists the AAE and 
describes their relative importance (low, moderate, high) alongside their 
significance in terms of various relevant research priorities (local, regional, 
national and international).   
 
Detailed descriptions of the deposits and features encountered in all the trenches 
are listed in Appendix 1.   

3.2 Trenches 1 to 12 and AAE 1 
Figures 6 and 7 illustrate the distribution of archaeological remains within 
Trenches 1 – 12.  These trenches were located at the western end of the road 
scheme (Caxton Gibbett). 
 
The vast majority consisted of the backfilled remnants of medieval furrows.  Such 
features are considered to be of low archaeological interest.  Trenches 8, 9, 10, 11 
and 12 contained ditches, which although undated, are considered to be of 
archaeological significance. 
 
Ditch [904] (Trench 9) produced two sherds of undiagnostic, abraded Roman 
pottery (Appendix 2) no other artefactual remains were recovered from this area. 
 
The ditches within Trenches 8 – 12 are interpreted as a series of field boundary 
ditches.  Such landscape features have been in use in this region from prehistoric 
times to the present day.  Within Trenches 8, 9 and 10 it was possible to discern an 
E-W to N-S alignment for several ditches.  Together these ditches are believed to 
have formed a contemporary field system.  As a result land within this part of the 
road scheme has been designated Area of Archaeological Evidence 1 (AAE 1, 
Table 1, Figure 7). 

3.3 Trenches 13 to 15 
Figure 8 illustrates the distribution of archaeological remains within Trenches 13 
to 15.  These trenches were located within land north of the existing A428.  It is 
proposed that this area will be used as a balancing pond. 
 
As with Trenches 1 – 12 the vast majority of remains revealed within this area 
were the backfilled remnants of medieval furrows.  Five ditches were also 
revealed. 
 
No artefactual remains were recovered from any of these ditches and they remain 
undated.  It is considered likely that they form part of a field system in use during 
the post-medieval period.   
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3.4 Trenches 16 to 30 and AAE 3 
Trenches 16 to 30 were located within Bourn Airfield to the south of the existing 
A428.  Figures 9 and 10 illustrate the location of archaeological remains within 
these trenches. 
 
Although a large proportion of features within these trenches were of relatively 
low archaeological significance (medieval furrows and modern intrusions 
associated with the Airfield) a series of potentially more significant ditches and 
gullys were also recorded. 
 
The majority of potentially significant features were located within Trenches 21 to 
25.  As a result, this part of the road scheme has been designated AAE 3.  Perhaps 
the most significant features are ditches [2203] and [2221] (Trench 22).  These 
parallel ditches are both aligned E-W and are spaced c.12m apart.  They were 
amongst the deepest, widest ditches within AAE 3 (1.30m wide and 0.47m to 
0.90m deep) and it is considered possible that they are roadside ditches. 
 
The present day A428 road has been constructed along the line of a putative 
Roman road (Section 4.4.1).  However, it is possible that the actual line of this 
road was a short distance south of the modern road.  If this were so, it may run 
through Bourn Airfield.  Clearly, any large E-W aligned ditches are potential 
candidates for such a feature. 
 
Ditches [2103], [2108], [2110], [2112], [2224], [2305], [2310], [2312], [2315], 
[2317], [2319], [2321], [2542], [2517], [2511] and [2515] fall into the category of 
field boundaries and/or possible bedding trenches used in the cultivation of certain 
crops.  Figure 23, Sections 1 - 3 depict the excavated sections of [2103], [2108], 
[2321] and [2319]. 
 
The majority of dateable artefactual material recovered from these ditches was 
created during the late Iron Age/Roman period (Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.4).  A 
single, complete early Bronze Age barbed-and-tanged arrowhead was recovered 
from ditch [2103] (Plate 2).  This is believed to be residual within this feature. 
 
Other, dispersed gullys and ditches were recorded to the west of AAE 3.  These 
consisted of ditches [1604], [1608], [1705], and [1707] (Trenches 16 and 17).  All 
are undated, although fragments of fired clay were recovered from [1604] and 
[1706] (Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.11).  Such artefacts are difficult to date and 
these examples are likely to be residual.  It is suggested these are likely to have 
been field boundaries or horticultural/bedding trenches. 
 
To the east of AAE 3 a further series of ditches were recorded.  This comprised 
[2513], [2704], [2733], [2733], [2709], [2731], [2807] and [2809] (Trenches 25 to 
28).  All are undated.  They are similar in character to those recorded in Trenches 
16 and 17 and are probably field boundary ditches. 
 
An unstratified Mesolithic flint pick was recovered within the topsoil layer at 
Bourn Airfield (Plate 1).  Such artefacts are relatively rare; its presence here will 
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be of interest to the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record which maps the 
findspots of such material. 

3.5 Trenches 31 to 41 and AAE 4  
Trenches 31 to 41 were located immediately north and west of Childerley Gate 
(Figures 11 and 12). 
 
Trenches 38 and 39 were deliberately targeted on the suspected remains of a post-
medieval ditch (SMR 01099, SMRCB395).  This targeting proved to be effective; 
as two large arms of a rectangular moated feature were revealed (Figure 12 and 
Figure 23, Section 4).  This area has been designated AAE 4 (Table 1). 
 
Artefactual material dating to the post-medieval period was recovered from the 
excavated segment of this ditch (Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.5).  The dimensions of 
this segment were relatively large (7.95m wide, 1.55m deep).  It is probably a 
post-medieval garden/boundary feature, rather than a medieval moated site as was 
previously suspected. 
 
In addition to the moated feature, trenches 31 – 41 all contained undated field 
boundary ditches.  These were all very similar in character and morphology 
(Appendix 1) and are therefore considered to be part of a contemporary field 
system.  Part of this field system also lies within the boundaries of AAE 4. 

3.6 Trenches 43 to 52 and AAE 5 
Figures 13 and 14 illustrate (in plan) the archaeological remains encountered in 
this area, which is located in the central part of the road scheme immediately east 
of Childerley Gate.  Selected section drawings showing excavated segments in this 
area are shown in Figure 24. 
 
Trenches 49 and 50 were deliberately targeted on a circular cropmark identified on 
an aerial photograph (NMR: OS/78132 FR.28 21 AUG 78).  This was previously 
interpreted as the ploughed out remains of a Bronze Age barrow.  This cropmark 
was accurately located by Albion Archaeology using GIS software, and then tested 
during the intrusive evaluation. 
 
No remains dating to the Bronze Age were recorded.  However, two enclosures, 
two pits, several postholes and a possible water pit were identified on this land.  
Many of these features contained Roman pottery dating to between the 2nd and 3rd 
centuries AD (Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.6) and it is thought the majority of 
features in this area probably date to this period.  It is thought that the first (north-
eastern) enclosure (Trenches 49 and 50, Figure 14, [4928], [5003], [5009], [5027], 
[5031]) may have caused the cropmark visible in aerial photograph NMR: 
OS/78132 FR.28 21 AUG 78. 
 
A coin hoard consisting of 4,485 3rd/4th century copper alloy and a small number 
of 3rd/4th century silver wash coins was recovered from pit [4907], Trench 49.  
This pit had truncated the disuse deposit of ditch [4937].  
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Ditch [4942] represents a re-cut on the same line as an earlier ditch [4940], it also 
truncated ditch [4937].  Both [4942] and [4940] form part of a second, (south-
western) enclosure which was recorded within Trench 49, Trench 44 ([4404] and 
[4406]) and Trench 45 ([4503] and [4505]).  Despite being stratigraphically earlier 
than re-cut [4942], ditch [4937] may form a sub-division within this enclosure.  
Open area excavation will clarify this matter, and by so doing help to demonstrate 
whether or not the hoard was deposited when the enclosure was still in use or 
when it had already been backfilled. 
 
A possible water pit [5005] was excavated to a depth of 1.20m.  This feature may 
be considerably deeper and has the potential to contain rich organic deposits.  
Artefactual material dating to the Roman period was recovered from the upper 
deposit of this pit.  This suggests that its period of use coincides with the majority 
of other features in this area.  Several pits, postholes and other ditches thought to 
be broadly Roman in date were also recorded in this area.   
 
Significantly, pit [5023] (Trench 50) was recognised as the possible remains of a 
sunken featured building.  This pit had an irregular shape thought to be due in part 
to the possible presence of postholes on its edges.  Such remains generally date to 
the Anglo-Saxon period and their presence on a possible site of Roman settlement 
would be very significant.  However, no dating evidence currently exists to 
support this theory.  Due consideration should be given to this possibility during 
the creation of a mitigation strategy for the site.   
 
Less significant remains include post-medieval drainage/boundary ditches [4704], 
[4932] and [5205]. 
 
Trenches 43, 46 and 48 contained no archaeological remains at all. 

3.7 Trenches 53 to 69 and AAE 6/ AAE 7 
Figures 15 to 18 illustrate (in plan) the archaeological remains encountered in this 
area, which is located towards the eastern end of the road scheme, immediately 
south of Scotland Farm (Dry Drayton).  Selected section drawings showing 
excavated segments in this area are shown in Figure 25. 
 
Trenches 53 to 60 contained the backfilled remnants of medieval furrows, part of a 
palaeochannel and three undated ditches (Figure 15).   
 
Trench 57 (Figure 16) was located in the lowest lying part of this field and it 
contained a relatively deep (0.60m) layer of colluvium (soil particles which have 
moved downhill).  This material can sometimes conceal archaeological remains, 
dug (prior to its deposition) into underlying geological deposits.  This area was 
designated AAE 6.  Two test-pits were excavated in order to search for artefactual 
material and to test for hidden archaeological features.  No artefactual material 
was recovered and no archaeological features were revealed. 
 
Trenches 61 to 69 had been deliberately targeted on two large (archaeological) 
geophysical anomalies picked up during the non-intrusive evaluation (Albion 
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Archaeology 2005).  At the time these were thought to comprise at least two 
prehistoric enclosures. 
 
Trenches 62, 63, 64 and 65 succeeded in determining the limits of these anomalies 
and in confirming that there were at least two early-mid Iron Age enclosures.  This 
area was subsequently designated AAE 7 (Figure 17). 
 
The enclosures were bounded by ditches [6227], [6316], [6413], [6520] and 
[6518].  Several other ditches were also recorded (Appendix 1).  These are likely 
to form sub-divisions within the enclosures or perhaps comprise further, smaller 
enclosures.  The full complexity of the remains in this area will only be 
understood during open area excavation.   Pottery recovered during the intrusive 
evaluation dates mainly to the early/middle Iron Age, although some late Iron Age 
sherds were recovered (Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.8). 
 
A possible pond ([6247]) was recorded in the lowest lying part of this area, in 
Trench 62. This was located immediately east of an existing brook. 
 
Trenches 68 and 69 did not contain any archaeological features. 

3.8 Trenches 70 to 80 and AAE 8/ AAE 9 
Trenches 70 to 80 were located towards the eastern end of the road scheme on 
land north of Hardwick (Figure 19). 
 
Perhaps the most significant archaeological features were recorded within Trench 
71.  As a result, the area around this trench has been designated AAE 8 (Table 1).  
Two pits were recorded within Trench 71; both produced late Bronze Age/ early 
Iron Age pottery sherds.  The vast majority of which (sixty sherds) were recovered 
from pit [7103]. 
 
It is possible these pits are associated with the early/middle Iron Age activity 
recorded in AAE 7 (Section 3.7) which lies a short distance to the west. 
 
Trench 80 contained one layer of colluvial material (8001) from which three 
patinated flint flakes were recovered.  Four postholes ([8003], [8005], [8012] and 
[8016]) one ditch ([8009]) and one modern drain ([8007]) were recorded 
truncating this layer.  The date and function of these features remains unknown.  
However, their stratigraphic position (above 8001) confirms they post-date its 
deposition.   
 
Layer 8001 was not removed from the base of Trench 80 during trial trenching.  
Therefore the possibility that other features remain below this colluvial deposit 
was given consideration during the formulation of a mitigation strategy for the 
road scheme.  This area has been designated AAE 9 (Table 1). 

3.9 Trenches 81 to 85  
Trenches 81 to 85 were located at the eastern end of the road scheme to the north 
of Hardwick (Figure 22).   
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The vast majority of remains revealed within this area were the backfilled 
remnants of medieval furrows.  One ditch was also revealed. 
 
No artefactual remains were recovered from this ditch and it remains undated.  It 
is considered likely that it may have formed part of a field system in use during the 
post-medieval period.   

3.10 Observation on the Edmund Nuttall Compound (Trench 88) 
Archaeological observation, excavation and recording was carried out during the 
groundworks required ahead of the construction of the main Edmund Nuttall 
Compound.  The compound is located immediately east of Childerley Gate in the 
central part of the road scheme (Figure 4). 
 
For recording purposes this area has been referred to as Trench 88 (Appendix 1). 
 
Two undated ditches were ([8803], [8805]) and one undated pit [8807] were 
recorded in this area (Figure 13).  The ditches are similar to those found 
immediately west of Childerley Gate (Figure 11) and were probably also field 
boundary ditches in use during the post-medieval period.   
 
The function of pit [8807] remains unknown.  
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Area of 
Archaeological 
Evidence (AAE) 

Size of 
(AAE) 

Description of 
remains 

contained within 
AAE 

Chronological Period to 
which the remains are 

thought to date 

Relative 
significance 
of the AAE 

Significance 
relative to 

regional and 
national 
research 
priorities 

Source of regional and national 
research priorities 

AAE 1 0.90 ha Undated field 
system.  One ditch 
within field system 
contained Roman 
pottery sherds. 

Roman/post-Roman Low Local 
 

Regional Research Framework: 
Going and Plouviez, 2000 - 

Landscapes, P. 21, paragraph 1 
 

AAE 2 3.70 ha Enclosure ditches 
containing sherds 
of Roman pottery 
and a pit containing 
Iron Age pottery 
sherds. 

Iron Age/Romano-British High Regional 
 

Regional Research Framework: 
Going and Plouviez, 2000 – Rural 
Settlements, P. 22, paragraph 4; 

Bryant, 2000 – Settlement 
chronology and dynamics, P. 16, 

paragraph 3 
 

National Research Framework: 
English Heritage, 1997 – P8, Late 

Iron Age hillforts, enclosures and 
settlements 

AAE 3 1.45 ha Field systems 
(ditches) containing 
Roman pottery.  

Roman Moderate Local 
 

Regional Research Framework: 
Going and Plouviez, 2000, 

Landscapes, P. 21, paragraph 1 
AAE 4 1.30 ha Moat containing 

post-medieval 
pottery 

Post-medieval Moderate Local 
 

National Research Framework: 
English Heritage, 1997 – L2, 

Gardens 
AAE 5 1.80 ha Coin hoard, 

enclosure ditches, 
pits, postholes and 
a possible water 
pit.  
 
* The hoard may 
be of national 
significance.  This 

Roman High Regional/ 
National* 

 

Regional Research Framework: 
Going and Plouviez, 2000 – Rural 
Settlements, P. 22, paragraph 4; 

Going, 1997 – Religion, P. 40, 
paragraph 1 

 
National Research Framework: 

English Heritage, 1997 – H1, Military 
and Civil Interaction 
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Area of 
Archaeological 
Evidence (AAE) 

Size of 
(AAE) 

Description of 
remains 

contained within 
AAE 

Chronological Period to 
which the remains are 

thought to date 

Relative 
significance 
of the AAE 

Significance 
relative to 

regional and 
national 
research 
priorities 

Source of regional and national 
research priorities 

needs to be 
established by a 
process of post-
excavation 
assessment, 
analysis and 
publication. 

 
The Hoard 

* Dr Peter Guest, Cardiff University 
was consulted regarding the hoard.  

His opinion was that a large coin 
hoard of that date has the potential to 

be significant (Dr Pete Guest, pers 
comm.).  However, further 

assessment and analysis will be 
required before Dr Guest make any 
formal statement on its significance. 

AAE 6 0.90 ha Layer of colluvium  Prehistoric Low Local 
 

n/a 

AAE 7 
 

2.80 ha Two enclosures 
and a pond.  Iron 
Age pottery 
recovered. 

Iron Age High Regional 
 

Regional Research Framework: 
Bryant, 2000 –  

The development of the agrarian 
economy, P. 16, paragraph 1; 

 
Bryant, 2000 – 

Settlement chronology and 
dynamics, P. 16, paragraph 3 

 
National Research Framework: 

English Heritage, 1997 – P8, Late 
Iron Age hillforts, enclosures and 

settlements 
 

Period specific research framework: 
Haselgrove et al, 2001 – C2 Areas 

for future concern, Settlements, P. 
9 – P. 10 
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Area of 
Archaeological 
Evidence (AAE) 

Size of 
(AAE) 

Description of 
remains 

contained within 
AAE 

Chronological Period to 
which the remains are 

thought to date 

Relative 
significance 
of the AAE 

Significance 
relative to 

regional and 
national 
research 
priorities 

Source of regional and national 
research priorities 

AAE 8 0.9 ha One pit containing 
late Bronze Age/ 
early Iron Age 
pottery sherds 
within a burnt 
deposit. 

Late Bronze Age/Iron 
Age 

High Regional 
 

Period specific research framework: 
Haselgrove et al, 2001 – C2 Areas 

for future concern, Landscapes, P. 
11, paragraph 2 

AAE 9 0.5 ha Layer of colluvium 
containing possible 
struck flints. 

Prehistoric Low Local 
 

n/a 

AAE 10 n/a Putative route of 
Roman Road to the 
west of Cambridge. 

Roman Moderate Regional Regional Research Framework: 
Going, 1997 –  

Roman, Roads, P. 37, paragraphs 1 
and 2; 

 

Table 1: Areas of Archaeological Evidence  
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4. SYNTHESIS  

4.1 Discussion 
The site contains archaeological remains dating from the late Bronze Age/ early 
Iron Age to the post-medieval period.  The likely presence of further remains was 
identified during the non-intrusive evaluation.  Data on the character, state of 
preservation, date and importance of those remains has been gathered during the 
intrusive evaluation.   
 
The most important remains have been grouped together and identified spatially as 
ten Areas of Archaeological Evidence (AAE).  These are listed above in Table 1; 
their geographical location is shown in Figures 2 - 22. 

4.2 AAE 1 – Caxton Gibbett (Area A, Field 2, Figures 2, 6, 7 and 26) 

4.2.1 Description of AAE  
AAE 1 contained trenches 8, 9 and 10.  Trenches 8 and 10 revealed an E-W 
aligned boundary ditch.  Trench 9 contained three N-S and three NNW-SSE 
aligned ditches (Figure 7).  Other features in the vicinity include medieval 
furrows.  All the features in this area are considered to be either field boundaries 
and/or part of an un-dated field system.  There is no evidence to suggest that this 
land lies close to a settlement. 

4.2.2 Potential of remains 
The density of archaeological features in this area was very low.  Therefore the 
potential for finding further remains dating to the Roman, or other periods, is 
considered low.   
 
Dating the remains in this area by the small quantity of pottery recovered is not 
possible.  They are likely to be Roman or post-Roman in date and are considered 
to be of local significance. 

4.3 AAE 2 – Land west of Bourn Airfield (Wessex Evaluation, Fields 10 
and 11, Figures 4 and 27)   

4.3.1 Description of AAE 
Wessex Archaeology (Wessex Archaeology 2002) undertook trial trenching 
evaluation in several of the fields through which the road improvement scheme 
will pass.  The majority of these trenches revealed no significant archaeological 
remains.   

 
However, land immediately west of Bourn Airfield and south of the existing A428 
(Figure 4) did contain significant remains: two ditches which together formed part 
of a sub-rectangular enclosure containing pottery sherds dating to the Romano-
British period.  This enclosure is also visible as a cropmark (Wessex Archaeology 
2002).  A pit containing material dating to the Iron Age was also identified. 
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4.3.2 Potential of remains 
The density of remains in this area is low.  However, cropmark data confirms that 
further remains are likely to be present.  Therefore the potential for finding more 
remains dating to this period is considered high. 
 
Such remains are considered to be of regional significance. 

4.4 AAE 3 – Bourn Airfield (Area C, Field 12, Figures 4, 9, 10 and 28)   

4.4.1 Description of AAE 
Several ditches were recorded in the central, northern part of Bourn Airfield.  
Relatively small quantities of moderately to highly abraded Iron Age and Roman 
pottery sherds were recovered from deposits within several of these ditches 
(Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.4). 
 
These ditches were generally aligned at right angles to, or parallel with, the 
existing A428 (Figure 9).  Given that the A428 is thought to be on the same 
alignment as a Roman road (NMR linear 458, Oxford Archaeology 2004), it is 
likely that the features identified in AAE 3 are in fact field systems running off 
this road. 
 
The road would have linked the medium sized Roman town (and administrative 
centre) at Cambridge with a number of smaller settlements located to the west of 
that town.  The road would also have linked with Ermine Street at the Caxton 
Gibbet.  This road was of enormous importance running from London to the north 
of England. 
 
The possibility that a part of the Roman road exists within Bourn Airfield should 
not be ruled out.  If it does then AAE 3 is the most likely point at which its course 
will be picked up.  Indeed, some of the ditches excavated within AAE 3 were 
aligned east to west (as would be expected for this road).  However, no traces of 
metalling were recorded in the bases of any trench or within any of the vertical 
sections of the ditches which were sampled during the evaluation.   
 
On current evidence it is suggested that we have recorded field systems which are 
respecting an east-west aligned Roman road, and we have not identified a stretch 
of road/roadside ditch. 
 
A residual early Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowhead was also recovered 
from a ditch within this area (Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.5).   

4.4.2 Potential of remains 
The density of remains within AAE 3 was moderate and therefore the potential for 
locating more remains which date to this period is considered moderate to high. 
 
Field systems of this date are considered to be of local significance.  
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4.5 AAE 4 – Land west of Childerley Gate (Area D, Field 14, Figures 4, 11, 
12 and 30).   

4.5.1 Description of AAE 
The SMR records the location of a possible medieval or post-medieval moated site 
(SMR 01099, SMR CB395) immediately north of the existing A428 in Field 14 
(Figure 4).  This was visible as a landscape feature during the 19th century and is 
recorded on the 1891 Ordnance Survey map of the area. 
 
A watching brief carried out by the AFU, Cambridgeshire County Council, in 
1995 confirmed the existence of a substantial ditch dating to the medieval or post-
medieval periods.  Moated sites were generally constructed as symbols of status 
around the houses of wealthy farmers.  The peak period of construction is thought 
to have been between AD1250 and AD1350, although their construction continued 
into the 15th century.   
 
Medieval moated sites have been identified as valuable topics for research in the 
eastern region of England (Wade 1997), making these remains potentially very 
important.  However, the morphology of this putative moated site is somewhat 
unusual, being very rectangular in shape, and clinging to the modern line of the 
A428. Both factors raised suspicions about its antiquity even before the intrusive 
evaluation began (Albion Archaeology 2004). 
 
The trial trenching evaluation revealed two arms of this moat (Trenches 38 and 39, 
Figure 11 and 12) and resulted in the recovery of several post-medieval sherds of 
pottery (Appendix 1).  This being the case, it seems highly likely that the moat 
was constructed and subsequently backfilled within the post-medieval period.  If 
so, these remains would be of reduced archaeological importance.  
 
The possibility that this deep feature contains islands of early (medieval) 
waterlogged organic archaeological deposits was given consideration during the 
formulation of a mitigation strategy. 
 
Five field boundary ditches (Figure 12) were also recorded in this area.  Four of 
these formed part of the same field system.  These ditches were sealed by topsoil 
and truncated the subsoil and undisturbed geological layer.  No dating material 
was recovered from these ditches.  However, the stratigraphic position, truncating 
the subsoil, suggests they may be relatively recent in date.  They also pre-date the 
moat and were therefore probably in use during the medieval or early post-
medieval periods. 

4.5.2 Potential of remains 
Clearly, a large proportion of this moat lies within the road corridor.  Such remains 
are considered to be of local significance.  
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4.6 AAE 5 - Land east of Childerley Gate (Area D, Field 16, Figures 5, 13 
and 14).  

4.6.1 Description of AAE 
Two enclosures, two pits, several postholes and a possible water pit were 
identified on this land.  Many of these features contained Roman pottery dating to 
between the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD (Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.6) and it is 
thought the majority of features in this area probably date to this period.   

 
A coin hoard consisting of 4,485 3rd/4th century copper alloy and a small number 
of 3rd/4th century silver wash coins was recovered from pit [4907], Trench 49.  
This pit had been cut into the disuse deposit of ditch [4937]. 

4.6.2 Potential of remains 
AAE 5 contains the most significant archaeological remains so far encountered 
within the proposed new road corridor.   
 
The presence of relatively large quantities of pottery (3.7kg) dating to the 2nd/3rd 
centuries AD found in association with these remains may indicate settlement 
activity.  However, the presence of a coin hoard (Section 3.6) found in association 
with an enclosure ditch and water pit may indicate a more ritual function for the 
remains (c.f. Wilstead, Albion Archaeology, forthcoming).   
 
Clearly, it is too early to say whether AAE 5 will produce similar remains.  
However, the presence of a hoard in association with such features means that the 
settlement versus ritual rubbish function of the site should be given due 
consideration during any open area excavation which follows. 
 
Such remains are of regional and possibly national significance. 

4.7 AAE 6 - Land south-west of Scotland Farm (Area D, Field 17, Figures 5 
and 16).   

4.7.1 Description of AAE 
A layer of colluvium was identified in a low-lying part of Area D (Figure 16, 
Trench 57).  This was sampled using two 1m x 1m test pits in order to test for the 
presence of struck flint artefacts (Appendix 2).  The spoil heaps and trench base 
were scanned for further examples.  No artefactual material was recovered as a 
result (Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.7). 

4.7.2 Potential of remains 
The lack of any artefactual material or features in this area have reduced the 
archaeological potential of this area to very low. 
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4.8 AAE 7 - Land south of Scotland Farm (Area D, Field 18, Figures 5, 17, 
18 and 32) 

4.8.1 Description of AAE 
Two prehistoric enclosures and a large depression/pond were identified in AAE 7 
(Figure 18).  These were first identified during the non-intrusive evaluation 
(Albion Archaeology 2005) and were thought to be Iron Age enclosures.  Pottery 
recovered during the intrusive evaluation dates mainly to the early/middle Iron 
Age, although some late Iron Age sherds were recovered (Appendix 2, Section 
6.2.2.8). 

4.8.2 Potential of remains 
Clearly the remainder of these enclosures and almost certainly some associated 
pits and other remains will be revealed during open area excavation at this site. 
 
The pit/pond identified in the low-lying western part of the area was augered in 
order to safely ascertain its depth.  As a result it was shown to be between 1.00m 
and 1.50m in depth.  The possibility that this feature contains waterlogged, organic 
deposits dating to the Iron Age should be considered during the formulation of any 
mitigation strategy.  The water table was reached during the auger survey. 
 
Such remains are considered to be of regional interest. 

4.9 AAE 8 - Land north-west of Hardwick (Area E, Field 19, Figures 5, 20 
and 33).   

4.9.1 Description of AAE 
Two pits containing burnt deposits were identified in Trench 71 (Figure 20).  
Sherds of late Bronze Age/ early Iron Age pottery (Appendix 2) were recovered 
from pit [7103].  It was considered a possibility that this may have contained 
cremated human or animal bone.  As a result it was 100% excavated and the 
deposit has been retained for further processing and analysis.  At present no 
cremated bone has been identified. 

4.9.2 Potential of remains 
The density of remains in this area is low.  However, such features tend to be 
dispersed rather than occurring in clusters and therefore it is possible that other, 
similar features will be found within relatively close proximity. 
 
Such remains are considered to be of regional interest. 

4.10 AAE 9 - Land north of Hardwick (Area E, Field 19, Figures 5, 21 and 
34).   

4.10.1 Description of AAE 
A layer of colluvium was identified in a low-lying part of Area E, Field 19 
(Trench 80).  The spoil heaps and trench base were scanned in order to retrieve 
examples of struck flints.  Three patinated flakes were recovered as a result 
(Appendix 2, Section 6.2.2.10). 
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Truncating the colluvium one undated ditch and five undated postholes were also 
recorded.  The function of these features remains obscure. 

4.10.2 Potential of remains 
The presence of such a layer is potentially of local interest and should be 
registered on the SMR. 

4.11 AAE 10 - Land north-east of Bourn Airfield.   

4.11.1 Description of AAE 
A part of the existing A428 will, in due course, be subject to groundworks as the 
new road is constructed.  When this work occurs an opportunity will arise to 
inspect the land which is currently concealed by the modern road.  It is possible 
that the remains of a putative Roman road (Section 4.4.1) will be revealed at this 
time. 

4.11.2 Potential of remains 
The presence of remains associated with a Roman road would be of moderate, 
regional interest. 

4.12 Summary 
The site contains significant remains from several periods.  In particular there is 
evidence for late Bronze Age/ early Iron Age pitting (AAE 8); Iron Age 
settlement/agricultural activity (AAE 2 and AAE 7), Roman settlement/religious 
activity (AAE 2 and AAE 5), Roman (or later) field systems (AAE 1 and AAE 3).  
A putative Roman road may be encountered in AAE 10 and/or AAE 3 and a post-
medieval moat was revealed in AAE 4. 
 
Two areas containing a colluvial layer with struck flints (AAE 6 and AAE 9) were 
also identified.   
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6.2 Appendix 2 – Artefact and Ecofact Summary 

6.2.1 Fieldwalking 

6.2.1.1 Introduction 
All material considered to be artefactual was retrieved.  Finds were cleaned, 
weighed and quantified by type and date.  The resulting information was entered 
onto an Access database which was used for plotting the survey results as dot-
density distributions (Albion Archaeology 2004).  Artefacts recovered are 
summarised below by Area of Archaeological Evidence (AAE), field number and 
type (Table 2).  With the exception of worked flint and Roman pottery, the 
majority are of post-medieval and modern date. 

 
AAE Field Number Find type 

 
Number of 
sherds/ or 
fragments 

Weight (g) 

  Worked flint  
4 14 Flake 1 18
6 17 ?Notched flake 1 7
8 19 Flake 1 8
8 19 Flake 1 5
8 19 ?Unfinished arrowhead 1 2
- 24 Flake 1 3
  Pottery  

1 2 Modern: Teapot lid 1 11
1 2 Modern: Mocha ware (C18-19) 1 6
3 12 Roman: Greyware 2 26
4 14 Roman: Micaceous ware 1 2
4 14 Modern: Flower pot 1 2
5 16 Roman: Greyware 1 9
6 17 Modern: Brown stoneware (C18-19) 2 103
6 17 Modern: Creamware (C18-19) 1 8
8 19 Roman: Greyware 1 7
8 19 Post-medieval: Tin-glazed ware (C17-18) 1 24
8 19 Modern: Transfer-printed ware (C19) 1 1
8 19 Modern: Brown stoneware (C18-19) 1 13
8 19 Modern: Transfer-printed ware (C19) 2 3
8 19 Modern: Earthenware 1 4
8 19 Modern: Transfer-printed ware (C19) 1 3
8 19 Undiagnostic pottery (Roman or medieval) 1 7
- 24 Post-medieval: Glazed earthenware (C17- 1 6
- 15 Modern: Black basalt 1 13
  Ceramic building material  

1 2 Modern brick 1 55
- 24 Modern brick 1 28
  Glass  

3 12 Post-medieval vessel glass 1 36
8 19 Modern bottle glass 1 13
  Metalworking residues  
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AAE Field Number Find type 
 

Number of 
sherds/ or 
fragments 

Weight (g) 

3 12 Ferrous slag 1 19
4 14 Ferrous slag 1 4
9 19 Ferrous slag 1 28
9 19 Ferrous slag 1 9
- 15 Ferrous slag 1 3

Table 2: Summary of the artefact assemblages identified during fieldwalking 

6.2.2 Trial trenching 

6.2.2.1 Introduction 
The intrusive evaluation produced a finds assemblage comprising pottery, fired 
clay, flint, shell, metal artefacts, and faunal remains, the majority associated with 
features in AAE 5 (Table 3).  The material was scanned to ascertain its nature, 
condition and, where possible, date range.  Pottery fabric types were identified 
using common names and type codes in accordance with the Bedfordshire 
Ceramic Type Series, held by Albion Archaeology (Table 5).  Artefacts are 
summarised below by Areas of Archaeological Evidence (AAE). 
 

AAE Tr. Feature Type Context Spotdate Pottery Animal 
bone 

Other finds 

1 09 904 Ditch 903 Roman 2:7     
3 21 2103 Ditch 2104 -   Flint 

arrowhead 
(RA) 

  2103 Ditch 2107 Roman 1:11     
  2108 Ditch 2109 E-M Iron 

Age 
4:53     

  2110 Ditch 2111 Roman 6:20     
 22 2200 Ploughsoil 2200 Roman 1:6     
  2203 Ditch 2204 Late Iron 

Age 
2:15 4:51 Ca sheet 

fragment 
(RA) 

  2221 Ditch 2220 Late Iron 
Age 

1:8     

 23 2305 Ditch 2306 Roman 1:22    CBM (37g) 
  2312 Ditch 2313 Roman 4:50 8:20 Shell (13g), fe 

nail (4g) 
  2312 Ditch 2314 -   7:102  
  2317 Ditch 2318 Roman 1:10 2:42  
  2319 Ditch 2320 Post-

medieval 
     Clay pipe 

(2g) 
 25 2500 Ploughsoil 2500 Modern 1:5     
  2515 Ditch 2516 Roman 6:67 72:547 Fe horseshoe 

(RA) 
  2552 Furrow 2553 -   18:307  

4 38 3803 Ditch 3808 Modern 2:38     
  3803 Ditch 3811 Modern 9:143    CBM (962g), 

clay pipe 
(6g), vessel 
glass (56g), fe 
nail (77g)  

  3803 Ditch 3815 Post-
medieval 

1:122     

5 44 4404 Ditch 4405 Roman 10:152 39:146  
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AAE Tr. Feature Type Context Spotdate Pottery Animal 
bone 

Other finds 

  4406 Ditch 4407 Roman 1:5 24:133  
  4406 Ditch 4409 Roman 7:26 20:79 Burnt stone 

(1g) 
 49 4903 Pit 4904 Roman   Ca coin (RA) 
  4905 Ditch 4906 Roman 1:15    Ca bracelet 

(RA) 
  4907 Pit 4910 Roman   Ca coin hoard 

(RA) 
  4911 Ditch 4913 Roman 32:549 15:71 Charcoal (1g) 
  4914 Ditch 4915 -   1:109 Fired clay 

(4g) 
  4914 Ditch 4916 Roman 7:56 32:185 Shell (14g) 
  4919 Ditch 4920 Roman 8:76 1:8 Shell (10g) 
  4919 Ditch 4921 Roman 24:206 8:11 CBM (54g), 

fired clay 
(12g)  

  4922 Ditch 4923 Roman 1:9 9:122  
  4937 Ditch 4939 Roman 1:4 1:18 Ca coin (RA) 
 50 5000 Ploughsoil 5000 Roman   Ca coin x2 

(RA) 
  5001 Subsoil 5001 Roman 1:343     
  5003 Ditch 5004 Roman   Ca coin (RA) 
  5005 Well 5006 Roman 57:678 22:334 Ca coin x2, fe 

staple (RAs), 
fe nail (25g) 

  5005 Well 5014 Roman 1:110     
  5005 Well 5015 Roman 4:30 4:46  
  5005 Well 5016 Roman 48:398 24:235 CBM (124g), 

fired clay 
(23g), shell 
(1g), fe 
hobnail (RA) 

  5005 Well 5033 Roman 38:246 84:450 Fired clay 
(31g), fe nail 
(10g) 

  5007 Well 5008 Roman   Ca coin (RA) 
  5009 Ditch 5010 Roman 1:42    Ca coin x2 

(RA) 
  5009 Ditch 5013 Roman 9:87 11:67  
  5019 Ditch 5020 Roman 1:4    Fired clay 

(2g)   
  5023 ?SFB 5024 Roman 7:63     
  5025 Pit 5026 Roman 2:49     
 52 5211 Ditch 5212 Roman 26:542 1:7  
  5213 Ditch 5215 -   6:65  
  5216 Ditch 5218 Roman 3:80     
  5216 Ditch 5220 Roman 6:64     

7 62 6214 Ditch 6215 -      Fired clay 
(3g) 

  6216 Ditch 6217 E-M Iron 
Age 

1:4    Fired clay 
(1g) 

  6218 Ditch 6219 Iron Age 1:1     
  6224 Pit 6206 -   1:5 Fired clay 

(8g), burnt 
stone (7g) 

 64 6413 Ditch 6406 E-M Iron 
Age 

11:38 5:5 Fired clay 
(8g), shell 
(1g), charcoal 
(1g), burnt 
stone (2g) 

  6413 Ditch 6408 E-M Iron 
Age 

1:5     

  6413 Ditch 6409 E-M Iron 8:38 3:14 Fired clay 
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AAE Tr. Feature Type Context Spotdate Pottery Animal 
bone 

Other finds 

Age (12g) 
  6413 Ditch 6412 Iron Age 1:6 14:70  
  6416 Ditch 6414 Roman 16:143     
 65 6507 Pit 6506 E-M Iron 

Age 
2:9 1:30  

  6513 Ditch 6516 -   6:59  
  6518 Ditch 6519 E-M Iron 

Age 
12:176 15:175  

  6520 Ditch 6524 E-M Iron 
Age 

5:35 7:56 Burnt stone 
(1g) 

8 71 7103 Pit 7104 E-M Iron 
Age 

55:538 27:99 Fired clay 
(112g), shell 
(1g), 
fe nail (1g) 

  7103 Pit 7105 E-M Iron 
Age 

21:379     

  7103 Pit 7106 E-M Iron 
Age 

5:31 6:20  

  7103 Pit 7107 -      Flint nodule 
(175g) 

  7103 Pit 7110 - 1:1     
  7111 Pit 7112 E-M Iron 

Age 
3:7    Burnt stone 

(1g) 
9 80 8001 Colluvium 8001 -      Worked flint 

(23g) 
Other 07 712 Furrow 711    Ca 

?strapmount 
(RA) 

 16 1604 Ditch 1605 -      Fired clay 
(1g) 

 17 1705 Ditch 1706 -      Fired clay 
(3g) 

 19 1906 Ditch 1907 Roman 1:24     
 27 2700 Ploughsoil 2700 -      Flint pick 

(RA) 
  2704 Ditch 2706 Roman 1:87     
  2704 Ditch 2708 Roman 1:4     
 28 2809 Ditch 2808 ?Medieval   Fe nail (RA) 
 67 6703 Ditch 6704 Roman 1:7     
 75 7505 Ditch 7506 Roman 5:19   
 76 7600 Ploughsoil 7600 Modern 1:5   
 81 8105 Ditch 8106 Modern   Land drain 

(27g) 
     Total 491:5968 498:3688  

CBM = ceramic building material     RA = registered artefact      E-M Iron Age = early to middle Iron Age 
Table 3: Artefact summary by AAE 

6.2.2.2 AAE 1 
The fill of ditch [904] Trench 9, yielded two undiagnostic sherds (7g) of an 
oxidised sand tempered vessel, broadly datable to the Roman period. 

6.2.2.3 AAE 2 
Evaluated by Wessex Archaeology (2002). 

6.2.2.4 AAE 3 
Pottery 
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Twenty-eight sherds, weighing 267g were recovered from ditches [2103], [2108], 
[2110] Trench 21; [2204], [2221] Trench 22; [2305], [2312], [2317] Trench 23; 
and [2515] Trench 25.  All are small (average sherd weight 10g) and moderately 
to highly abraded.  Few vessels are represented by more than single sherds.  The 
earliest pottery comprises four undiagnostic quartz and organic sherds (53g) of 
early to middle Iron Age date, recovered from ditch [2108].  Three undiagnostic 
shell and grog/sand tempered late Iron Age sherds (23g) derived from ditches 
[2204] and [2221].  The remainder of the assemblage is datable to the early 
Roman period, although two sherds (one unstratified) of 3rd-4th century Nene 
Valley colour coat (29g) were also identified.  Roman fabric types are sand 
tempered coarsewares (mainly reduced) of probable local manufacture.  
Diagnostic forms are rare, and comprise a combed bead rim jar, a dog dish, and a 
black-slipped jar. 
 
A small piece of a modern teapot lid was recovered from ploughsoil (2500), 
Trench 25. 
 
Brick and tile 
The fill of ditch [2305] Trench 25 yielded a highly abraded piece of sand tempered 
tile c.15mm thick, representing a possible tegula fragment. 
 
Other finds 
The upper fill (2104) of ditch [2103] Trench 21, yielded a complete barbed-and-
tanged flint arrowhead of early Bronze Age date.  An undatable perforated copper 
alloy sheet fragment was recovered from ditch [2203] Trench 22.  Iron objects 
comprise a complete late medieval horseshoe and an undatable nail shank, 
recovered respectively from ditches [2515] Trench 25 and [2312] Trench 23.  The 
latter also yielded a small piece of oyster shell (13g).  A fragment of post-
medieval clay pipe stem (2g) was the sole find from ditch [2319] Trench 23. 
 
Animal bone 
A total of 111 animal bone fragments, weighing 1.1kg was recovered.  The 
majority derived from ditch [2515] and furrow [2552] Trench 25, which 
respectively contained 547g and 368g of bone.  Small amounts were collected 
from ditches [2204] Trench 22, [2312] and [2317] Trench 23.  Fragments are 
generally small (average weight 10g), and abraded.  Diagnostic elements comprise 
mainly long bones and mandible fragments.  A piece of scapula and a number of 
cow teeth were also identified. 

6.2.2.5 AAE 4 
The finds assemblage from AAE 4 derived entirely from the fills (3808), (3811) 
and (3815) of ditch [3803] Trench 38. 
 
Pottery 
Twelve sherds, weighing 303g were collected.  All are fairly large (average sherd 
weight 26g) and unabraded.  The earliest pottery is two sherds of 17th-18th century 
glazed earthenware.  Ten sherds of 18th-19th century pottery, including transfer-
printed ware, creamware; mocha ware and stoneware were also identified.  
Diagnostic forms are plates, bowls and saucers. 
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Brick and tile 
Ceramic building material comprises two pieces of post-medieval flat roof tile 
(28g), a possible pantile fragment (38g), and 25 brick fragments (896g).  All occur 
in an oxidised sand tempered fabric and are abraded. 
 
Other finds 
Other finds comprise a 16th-17th century clay pipe stem and three pieces of modern 
bottle glass. 

6.2.2.6 AAE 5 
Pottery 
A total of 293 Roman pottery sherds, weighing 3.7kg was recovered from 
Trenches 44 (ditches [4404], [4406]); 49 (ditches [4905], [4911], [4914], [4919], 
[4922], [4937]); 50 (ditches [5009], [5019], [5023], [5025], well [5005]) and 52 
(ditches [5211], [5216]).  The bulk of the assemblage derived from well [5005] 
and ditch [4911], which yielded 1.5kg and 549g respectively.  All sherds are small 
(average sherd weight 13g) and exhibit variable degrees of abrasion.  Several 
vessels are represented by more than one sherd, including 20 sherds (544g) from a 
coarseware jar recovered from the fill (5212) of ditch [5211].   
 
The majority of the assemblage is of 2nd-3rd century date and comprises reduced 
and oxidised sand tempered coarsewares.  Shell tempered wares also occur in 
small quantities.  A later Roman element to the assemblage is attested by the 
presence of finewares from Oxfordshire and Nene Valley colour coat vessels.  
Continental imports comprise five sherds of Gaulish samian, recovered from 
ditches [5025] and [5216].  Diagnostic forms are dog dishes, everted and bead rim 
jars, cordoned vessels, bowls with undercut rims, storage jars, and single examples 
of a flanged mortarium, reeded rim bowl and colour coat flagon.  Decoration is 
rare and comprises black slipping, rouletting, rilling and incised motifs. 
 
Brick and tile 
Roman ceramic building material was recovered from ditch [4919] Trench 49, and 
well [5005] Trench 50.  The former contained a sand tempered tegula or flue tile 
fragment (33g) and the latter an abraded piece of shell tempered tegula (124g).  A 
small piece of post-medieval flat roof tile (21g) was present in ditch [4919]. 
 
Fired clay 
Fifteen amorphous fired clay fragments (84g) in a sand and calcareous fabric were 
recovered from ditches [4914], [4919], [5019] and well [5005]. 
 
Other finds 
In addition to a hoard of 4,485 3rd / 4th century coins recovered from pit [4907], 
ten copper alloy coins and a bracelet fragment were collected from features in 
Trenches 49 and 50 (Table 4).  Iron objects comprise two incomplete timber nails, 
a hobnail and a possible staple arm, recovered from well [5005] Trench 50.  Three 
oyster shell fragments (24g) were recovered from ditches [4914] and [4919] 
Trench 49. 
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Feature Feature type Artefact description Date range 

4903 Pit Coin ?4th century 
4905 Ditch Bracelet fragment 3rd-4th century 
4907 Pit Coin hoard 3rd century 
4937 Ditch Coin 3rd century 
5000 Ploughsoil Coin x 2 Roman 
5003 Ditch Coin Roman 
5005 Well Coin x 2 4th century 
5007 Well Coin ?4th century 
5009 Ditch Coin x 2 3rd century 

Table 4: AAE 5 - Copper alloy artefacts 
Animal bone 
A total of 305 animal bone fragments, weighing 2.1kg was recovered from 
Trenches 44, 49, 50 and 52.  The majority derived from the fills of well [5005] 
Trench 50, which contained 1.1kg of bone.  Fragments are generally small 
(average weight 7g), and abraded.  Diagnostic elements comprise mainly long 
bones; vertebrae and horn fragments were also identified.  Identifiable species are 
cow and sheep/goat. 

6.2.2.7 AAE 6 
No artefacts recovered. 

6.2.2.8 AAE 7 
Pottery 
Fifty sherds, weighing 441g were recovered, the majority deriving from ditches 
[6507], [6518] and [6520] Trench 65.  Smaller amounts occurred in ditches 
[6212], [6218] Trench 62, [6413] and [6416] Trench 64.  All are small (average 
sherd weight 9g) and abraded.  Few vessels are represented by more than single 
sherds.  Most sherds are of early to middle Iron age date.  Fabrics are 
predominantly sand and calcareous, with a small number of shell and organic 
types.  No diagnostic forms occur.  
 
Pottery of later date comprises an undiagnostic shell tempered sherd (6g) of 
probable late Iron Age date and sixteen sherds of a sand tempered necked jar 
(143g) broadly datable to the Roman period, recovered respectively from ditches 
[6413] and [6416] Trench 64. 
 
Fired clay 
Eight amorphous fired clay fragments (21g) in a sand and calcareous fabric were 
recovered from ditches [6216] and [6413], and pit [6224]. 
 
Burnt stone 
Nine burnt sandstone pieces weighing 504g were collected from pit [6224] and 
ditches [6413] and [6520]. 
 
Animal bone 
Forty-eight animal bone fragments (413g) were recovered, the majority associated 
with features in Trench 65.  Diagnostic elements comprise mainly long bones, 
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although a phalange and calcaneus were also present.  Species represented include 
horse and cow. 

6.2.2.9 AAE 8 
Pottery 
The fills of pit [7103] Trench 71, yielded 60 pottery sherds weighing 837g.  Three 
further sherds (7g) were recovered from pit [7111].  All are small (average sherd 
weight 13g) and moderately abraded.  Four vessels are represented by more than 
single sherds.  The assemblage is datable to the late Bronze Age/early Iron Age, 
and comprises quartz, flint, shell and organic tempered fabric types.  No 
diagnostic forms occur. 
 
Fired clay 
One piece of possible daub (84g) in a sand and calcareous fabric was recovered 
from the fill of pit [7103] Trench 71. 
 
Flint  
Although no flint artefacts were collected, an abraded nodule (175g) was 
recovered from pit [7103]. 
 
Animal bone 
Thirty small animal bone fragments (92g) were recovered from the fills of pit 
[7103] Trench 71.  Diagnostic elements comprise miscellaneous long bones, 
phalanges, pig mandible and pig teeth fragments. 

6.2.2.10 AAE 9 
Flint 
Three patinated flint flakes were recovered from colluvium (8001) Trench 80. 

6.2.2.11 Other Areas 
Pottery 
Nine Roman pottery sherds (141g) were recovered from ditches [1906], [2704], 
[6703] and [7505].  Ploughsoil (7600) Trench 76 yielded a piece of modern flower 
pot (5g). 
 
Other finds 
A complete flint pick of early Mesolithic date was recovered from ploughsoil 
(2700) Trench 27, an iron nail from medieval ditch [2809] Trench 28, and a 
copper alloy ?strapmount from furrow [712] Trench 7. 
Seven amorphous sand tempered fired clay fragments (4g) derived from ditches 
[1604] Trench 16 and [1706] Trench 17. 
The fill of ditch [8105] Trench 81 yielded a piece of modern land drain (27g). 
 
Fabric Type Common name Sherd No. Context/Sherd No. 

LBA/Early Iron 
Age 

   

F01C Flint and quartz 31 (7104):9, (7105):20, (7106):2 
Early to middle 
Iron Age 

   

F03 Grog and sand  4 (7104):4 
F15 Coarse mixed 1 (7101):1 
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Fabric Type Common name Sherd No. Context/Sherd No. 
inclusions 

F16 Coarse shell 11 (6409):1, (6519):1, (6524):1, 
(7104):7, (7106):1 

F19 Sand and organic 36 (6406):6, (6519):4, (6524):1, 
(7104):25 

F20 Calcareous 15 (6217):1, (6406):5, (6408):1, 
(6506):2, (6519):2, 
(6524):3, (7104):1 

F28 Fine sand 11 (6519):5, (7104):3, (7105):1, 
(7112):2 

F29 Coarse sand 12 (2109):3, (4405):2, (7104):5, 
(7106):2 

F35 Micaceous 1 (7112):1 
F37 Calcareous mixed 7 (6409):7 
F Non-specific Iron Age 2 (2109):1, (6219):1 
Late Iron Age    
F07 Shell 2 (2204):2 
F09 Sand and grog 1 (2220):1 
Roman    
R01 Samian ware 5 (5026):2, (5218):3 
R03 Whiteware 1 (4921):1 
R05A Orange sandy 36 (903):2, (2516):2, (4913):1, 

(4921):3, (5006):7, 
(5016):2, (5033):2, (6414):16, 
(6704):1, ( 

R06A Nene Valley greyware 1 (5016):1 
R06B Coarse greyware 96 (2107):1, (2516):3, (4405):1, 

(4409):4, (4906):1, 
(4913):8, (4916):4, (4920):4, 
(4921):6, (5001):1, 
(5006):8, (5013):9, (5015):2, 
(5016):14, (5020):1, 
(5024):7, (5033):7, (5212):4, 
(5220):6, (7506):5 

R06C Fine greyware 12 (4916):1, (5006):5, (5016):6  
R06D Micaceous greyware 4 (4913):1, (4916):1, (5006):2 
R06E Calcareous greyware 1 (5033):1  
R06F Grog and sand 

greyware 
1 (2708):1 

R07B Sandy blackware 24 (2306):1, (2318):1, (4405):3, 
(4913):1, (4921):2, 
(5010):1, (5016):2, (5033):9, 
(5212):4 

R07C Gritty blackware 9 (2111):6, (2516):1, (4913):1, 
(5033):1 

R08 Micaceous blackware 4 (4409):2, (5033):2 
R11 Oxford oxidised 17 (4921):1, (5006):5, (5016):6, 

(5033):5 
R11F Oxford mortaria 3 (4405):3 
R12B Nene Valley Colour 

Coat 
24 (2200):1, (2313):1, (4916):1, 

(5006):13, (5016):5, 
(5033):3 

R13 Shell 40 (4405):1, (4409):1, (4913):1, 
(4920):3, (4921):11, 
(5006):11, (5016):11, (5033):1  

R14 Sand (red-brown 
harsh) 

60 (1907):1, (2313):3, (2706):1, 
(4407):1, (4913):18, 
(4920):1, (4923):1, (4939):1, 
(5006):5, (5015):2, 
(5016):1, (5033):7, (5212):18 

R31 Lumpy white ware 1 (5014):1 
R Non-specific Roman 2 (4913):1, (5006):1 
Post-medieval & 
modern 

   

P01 Fine glazed red 1 (3811):1 
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Fabric Type Common name Sherd No. Context/Sherd No. 
earthenware 

P03 Black-glazed 
earthenware 

1 (3815):1 

P38 Creamware 1 (3811):1 
P39 Mocha ware 1 (3811):1 
P45 Transfer-printed ware 2 (3808):2 
MOD Miscellaneous 

modern 
8 (2500):1, (3811):6, (7600):1 

    
UNID Unidentified ware 2 (6412):1, (7110):1 

Table 5:  Pottery Type series 

6.2.2.12 Environmental samples 
Six samples were taken for the extraction of charred plant remains and artefacts.  
They were processed by bulk flotation in a peroxide solution, with volumes 
ranging from 10 to 40 litres.  Flots were taken from all samples on a 300 micron 
meshed sieve.  The residues were then passed through a 5.6mm, 2.0mm and 
1.0mm sieve stack.  The 5.6mm residues were sorted for artefacts, while the 
2.0mm and 1.0mm residues were retained unsorted.  The latter appear to be largely 
sterile. 
 

AAE Feature Type Context Sample Sample type Charcoal Molluscs 
3 2108 Ditch 2109 3 Charred plant 1* 0 
 2207 Ditch 2206 4 Charred plant 1 3 

7 6413 Ditch 6406 1 Charred plant 2 2 
 6224 Pit 6206 2 Charred plant 1 2 

8 7103 Pit 7110 5 Charred plant / 
artefacts 

1 1 

 7103 Pit 7104 6 Charred plant 5 2 
* - 1 = very sparse; 5 = very frequent 

Table 6: Summary of environmental samples 
AAE 3 
Small quantities of charcoal and land snails were noted in the flots from Iron Age 
ditch [2108] (sample 3) and undated ditch [2207] (sample 4).  The latter also 
contained a moderate amount of land snails.  Both contained modern root material. 
 
AAE 7 
Small quantities of charcoal were observed in the flots from Iron Age ditch [6413] 
(sample 2) and undated pit [6224] (sample 1).  Both contained modern root 
material. 
 
AAE 8 
Two samples (5 and 6) were taken from undated pit [7103].  The flot from primary 
fill (7110) contained small quantities of land snails, charcoal and modern root 
material.  The flot from upper fill (7104) contained moderate to abundant charcoal. 



Albion Archaeology  
 
 

A428 Caxton to Hardwick Improvement Scheme, Cambridgeshire 
Intrusive Archaeological Field Evaluation 

 

 

Figure 1: Site location 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 2: Fields 1 and 2: Trial trench and AAE locations 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her 

Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 
076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 3: Field 24: Trial trench locations 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 

Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County 
Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 4: Fields 12 to 16: Trial trench and AAE locations
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her 
Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence 

No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 5: Fields 15 to 21: Trial trench and AAE locations
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her 
Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence 

No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 6: Fields 1and 2; Caxton Gibbett, all features 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by 

Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Medieval Furrow 

Figure 7:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 1, Caxton 

Gibbett (Field 2), All features 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Medieval Furrow 

Figure 8:  
Field 24, Balancing Pond; All features 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 9:  
Field 12, Bourn Airfield; all features 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
Projected alignment of linear feature 

Modern Feature

Tree throw hole

Archaeological Feature 

Furrow 

[2717] 

[2704] 

[2715] [2733] 

[2709] 

[2719] 

[2711] 

[2721] 

[2713] 

[2723] 

[2725] 

[2727] 

[2729] 

[2731] 

Tr 27 

[2831] 

[2829] 

[2827] 

[2825] 

[2823] 

[2821] 

[2819] 

[2807]

[2833]

[2817]

[2815]

[2813]
[2811]

[2809]

Tr 28 
[2907]

[2916]
[2909]

[2911]

[2913]

[2915]

Tr 29

[3009] 

[3011] 

[3013] 

[3015] 
[3007] [3005] 

Tr 30
 259800 

 534500  534600  534700  534800 

50 m 

Tr 30

A 428

[2112]

[2110]
[2103]

[2120] 
[2114] [2124]

[2126]
[2108]

[2118]
[2116]

Tr21 

[1604] 
[1606] 

[1608] Tr 16 

[1705] 

[1707] 

[1709] 

Tr 17 

Tr 19

[1904]

[1908]

[1906]
[1910]
[1912]

Tr 18

[1804]

[1806]

[1808]

[1811]

[2008]

[2003] 

[2010] 

[2005] 

Tr 20

 259800 

 533700  533800  533900  534000

50 m 

AAE 3 
(see Figure 10) 

[2224] 
[2219] 

[2217] 
[2215] 

[2221] 

[2213] 

[2211] 

[2209] 

[2203] 

[2207] 
Tr 22 

[2319] 
[2312] 

[2315] 
[2310] 

[2321] 

[2325] 

[2327] 

[2317] 

[2305] 
[2323] 

[2409]

Tr 24

[2513] [2554] 

[2525] [2550]

[2527]

[2552] 
[2529]

[2537]

[2533][2548][2531]

[2535]

[2546]

[2507]

[2509]/
[2511]

[2521]

[2523]

[2539][2517][2544]

[2542] Tr 25

Tr 26

[2604] [2606] [2608]
[2717] 

[2704] 

[2715] [2733]

Tr 27 

 259800 

 534100  534200  534300  534400

50 m 

A 428 

Tr 23 

[2515]

AAE 3 
(see Figure 10) 

[2122]



Albion Archaeology  
 

A428 Caxton to Hardwick Improvement Scheme, Cambridgeshire 
Intrusive Archaeological Field Evaluation 
 

 

[2122] 

Figure 10:  
Area of Archaeological 

Evidence 3, Bourn Airfield 
(Field 12), All features 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey 
Map with the permission of the Controller of Her 

Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire 
County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS 

Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 11:  
Fields 14 and 15, Childerly Gate; all features 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 12:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 4, Land west 

of Childerley Gate (Field 14), all features 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Archaeological remains were only recorded 
during OBSERVATION works on one part of 
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the observation works.   
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Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 

50 m 

Projected alignment of linear feature 

Modern Feature 

Tree throw hole 

Archaeological Feature 

Furrow 

Tr 47 

[4410]

[4406]
[4404]

Tr 44

[4505]

[4503]

[4507]Tr 45

[4704]

[5107] 

[5103] [5105] 

Tr 51 

[5203] 

[5205] 

[5209] 

[5207] 

[5213] 

[5212] 

[5216] [5222] 

Tr 52
[5034]

[5005]
[5017]

[5019]

[5021]

[5003][5029]

Tr 50

[4940]

 
[4942]

[4907]

[4934]
[4937]

[4932]
[4905]

[4930] [4903]\
[5023] 

[5009]\
[4927]\ 
[4928]\ 
[4931] 

[4924]\
[4926]\ 
[4944] 

[4922]

[4919]

[4917] [4914]

[4911]

Tr 49

Tr 48 

 259800 

 259900 

 535800  535900  536000 

AAE 5 
(see Figure 14) 



Albion Archaeology  
 

A428 Caxton to Hardwick Improvement Scheme, Cambridgeshire 
Intrusive Archaeological Field Evaluation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

[4704] 

[5107] 

[5103] 

[5105]

[5203]

[5205]

[5209]

[5207]

[5213]

[5212]

[5216] 

[5222] 

Tr 52 

[4940] 

[4942] 

[4937] 

[4934] 

[4907] 

[4932] 

[4905] 
[4930]

[4903]/
[5025]

[4928]

[4926]

[4924]

[4944]

[4922]

[4919] [4917]

[4914]

[4911]

Tr 49 

[5034]

[5005]

[5017]

[5019][5021]

[5023]

[5027] 

[5009]/
[4928] [5031]

[5009]
[5003]

[5029]

Tr 50 

[4410] 

[4406] 

[4404] 

Tr 44 

[4505] 

[4503] 

[4507] 

Tr 45 

20 m

Modern Feature 

Archaeological Feature 

Archaeological Feature; excavated segment 

Projected alignment of linear feature 

Tr 47 

[4406] 

Tr 51 

Tr 50 

Figure 14:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 5, 

Land east of Childerley Gate  
(Field 16), All features 

 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 15:  
Field 17, Scotland Farm, All features 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 16:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 6, Trench 57, 

colluvium 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 17:  
Field 18, Scotland Farm, All features 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 18:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 7, Land 

south of Scotland Farm (Field 18), all features 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 19:  
Field 19, land north of Hardwick, all features 

 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 

Modern FeatureArchaeological Feature 

Furrow Projected alignment of linear feature 

Palaeochannel

Layer

[8007]

[8003]

[8005]

[8009]

[8012]
[8014]

[8016] 
8011 

[8018] 

[7103] 

[7111] 

[7503] 

[7505] 

[7507]

Tr 75

[7903] 

[7905]

[7907]

Tr 70 

Tr 71 

Tr 72 

Tr 73 

Tr 74

Tr 76 

Tr 77

Tr 78 Tr 79

Tr 80

 259800 

 259900 

 536900  537000  537100 

50 m 

AAE 8 
(see Figure 20) 

AAE 9 
(see Figure 21) 



Albion Archaeology  
 

A428 Caxton to Hardwick Improvement Scheme, Cambridgeshire 
Intrusive Archaeological Field Evaluation 
 

 

Figure 20:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 8, land north-west of 

 Hardwick (Field 19), all features 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County 
Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 21:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 9, Land  
north of Hardwick (Field 19), all features 

 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 22:  
Fields 20 and 21, Land north of Hardwick), All features 

 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of 
Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS 

Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 23: Selected sections 
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Figure 24: Selected sections 
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Figure 25: Selected sections 
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Figure 26: 
 Area of Archaeological Evidence 1, Caxton 

Gibbett (Field 2) 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of 
the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County 

Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown 
Copyright. 
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Figure 27:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 2,  

Land west of Bourn 
 Airfield 

 (Fields 10 and 11) 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission 
of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire 
County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA). 
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Figure 28:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 3,  

Bourn Airfield (Field 12) 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission 
of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire 
County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  

 Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 29:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 10,  

Land north-east of Bourn Airfield 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission 
of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire 
County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  

 Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 30:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 4,  

Land west of Childerley Gate (Field 14) 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 31:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 5,  

Land east of Childerley Gate (Field 16) 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 32:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 7,  

Land south of Scotland Farm (Field 18) 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 33:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 8,  

Land north-west of Hardwick Farm (Field 19) 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 34:  
Area of Archaeological Evidence 9,  

Land north of Hardwick Farm (Field 19) 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Plate 1: A Mesolithic flint pick 
 

 
 

Plate 2: An early Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowhead 
 

 


