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Preface 
Every effort has been made in the preparation of this document to provide as 
complete a summary as possible.  All statements and opinions in this document are 
offered in good faith.  Albion Archaeology cannot accept responsibility for errors of 
fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by a third party, or for any loss or other 
consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the basis of facts or 
opinions expressed in this document. 
 
This report has been prepared by Mark Phillips (Project Officer).  It was edited by 
Joe Abrams (Project Manager).  The fieldwork was undertaken by Mark Phillips, Ian 
Turner (Archaeological Supervisor) and Tim Sandiford (Archaeological Technician).  
Joan Lightning (CAD Technician) produced the figures.  The project was under the 
overall management of Drew Shotliff (Operations Manager). 
 
Albion Archaeology  
St Mary's Church 
St Mary’s Street 
Bedford, MK42 0AS 

: 01234 294006 
Fax: 01234 294008 
e-mail: office@albion-arch.com 
 
 
 

Structure of the Report 
After the introductory Section 1, there is a description of the methodology (Section 2).  
Section 3 is a summary of the results of the programme of archaeological observation 
and recording.  Section 4 is a synthesis and interpretation of the results.  Section 5 is a 
bibliography and Section 6 is an Appendix containing a summary of the 
archaeological context data. 
Key Terms 

Throughout this report the following terms or abbreviations are used: 
 
Albion Albion Archaeology 
  
Client Parochial Church Council 
  
Architect Gotch Pearson 
  
IFA Institute of Field Archaeologists 
  
DAA Diocesan Archaeological Advisor 
  
Procedures Manual Procedures Manual Volume 1 Fieldwork, 2nd Edition 2001.  

Bedfordshire County Council 
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Non-Technical Summary 

Albion Archaeology was commissioned by the Architect (Gotch Pearson), acting on 
behalf of the Parochial Church Council, to undertake a programme of archaeological 
works at the Church of St Peter, Pavenham, Bedfordshire.  
 
The work was undertaken during the excavation of a service trench through the 
churchyard.  The work was carried out in accordance with a Brief issued by the 
Diocesan Archaeological Advisor (DAA) who advised that the development work 
should be subject to a precautionary programme of archaeological attendance, 
observation, recording and reporting.  
 
A large pit [204] found approximately 3m from the western end of the church was cut 
by one of the burials, indicating that it is probably one of the earliest feature recorded 
during the works. 
 
Two further pits [210] and [606] were cut into a layer of soil sealed beneath the 
construction of the modern path.  Pit [210] contained a human bone and medieval 
pottery dated to the 12th or 13th century.  It is possible that the pit was excavated for 
the reburial of bones disturbed by previous building work or grave digging. 
 
Ten burials were found, orientated E to W.  Nine of these were encountered at depths 
of between 0.7m and 0.9m below the ground surface, cut into the undisturbed 
geological strata.  Where grave cuts were visible, they were sealed beneath a layer of 
soil up to 0.6m deep.  It is, however, possible that the upper parts of the grave cuts 
were not visible, due to the similarity of the grave fills with the overlying soil layer.  A 
single much shallower burial was found only 0.25m below the ground surface, cut 
into the soil layer.   
 
Within the trench, there were no dense concentrations of burials, intercutting burials 
or groups of reburied bones (charnel).  This suggests that this part of the graveyard 
was not used either intensively, or over an extended period for burial.  Based on 
negative evidence, in this case an absence of any coffin fittings, it is suggested that the 
burials are likely to date from the medieval or early post-medieval period.   
 
The programme of archaeological attendance, observation and recording was 
undertaken between 7 September and 26 September 2005.  The project archive, 
consisting of drawings, written records and photographs, currently held by Albion 
Archaeology, will be deposited at Bedford Museum, Accession Number BEDFM 
2005.309. 
 
The burials and artefacts removed from the trench in the course of the work were 
reburied in the base of the trench before completion of the construction work. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
A faculty was granted by the Chancellor of the Diocese of St Albans for the 
installation of toilet accommodation and associated services at the Church of 
St Peter, Pavenham, Bedfordshire.  The Diocesan Archaeological Advisor 
(DAA) advised that the development work should be observed by an 
archaeologist to ensure that any significant remains were recorded as the 
groundworks progressed. 
 
To this end, the DAA issued a Brief indicating the nature of the recommended 
archaeological response (DAA 2005).  No Project Design or Written Scheme 
of Investigation was required by the DAA due to the minor nature of the 
works, providing that the work be carried out in accordance with the 
requirements of the Brief. 
 
Albion Archaeology was commissioned by the Architect (Gotch Pearson), 
acting on behalf of the Parochial Church Council to undertake a programme of 
precautionary archaeological attendance, observation, recording and reporting. 
 
The record consists of site location plans at a scale of 1:50, detail plans at a 
scale of 1:10 and sections at a scale of 1:10, context records and digital 
photographs.  The project archive is currently held by Albion Archaeology and 
will be deposited at Bedford Museum, Accession Number BEDFM 2005.309 
 
The burials and artefacts removed from the trench in the course of the work 
were reburied in the base of the trench before completion of the construction 
work. 

1.2 Site Location and Description 
The church is located on the northern side of the village of Pavenham, on 
Church Lane at National Grid Reference (NGR) SP 9914/5595.  It stands at a 
height of 70m above Ordnance Datum (AOD).   
 
Topographically the church is situated on high ground that slopes down 
towards the river Great Ouse to the south.  The western part of the churchyard 
slopes quite steeply down towards the west, where Church Lane follows a dry 
valley.  The geological deposits underlying the church consist of Boulder Clay 
above Oxford Clay. 

1.3 Archaeological and Historical Background 
The main part of the church was built during the 13th century.  It was enlarged 
in the 14th century by the addition of a west tower and north chapel and was 
further enlarged in the 15th century by the addition of a north aisle.  The 
earliest documentary record for the church dates from 1205, in which it is 
mentioned as a daughter church of Felmersham (Pickford 1998) (VCH).  
Given its status as a daughter church, it is possible that the 13th century 
building was the first to be built on this site. 
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Previous work at the church by Albion Archaeology includes an evaluation 
and excavation in advance of the reconstruction of the south side of the 
churchyard wall (Albion Archaeology 2001a and 2001b) and recording of a 
blocked window found during building work on the north chapel (Albion 
Archaeology 2004). 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Introduction 
The programme of archaeological works was undertaken between 7 September 
and 26 September 2005.  During this period, all groundwork that required 
monitoring was completed. 
 
Detailed technical information on all the deposits and archaeological features 
discussed below can be found in Appendix 1. 

2.2 Methodology 
1 The excavation of the pipe trench was monitored to try to identify in situ 

archaeological deposits. 
2 Archaeological deposits were investigated to determine stratigraphic 

relationships and to recover artefactual material. 
3 All excavated features and deposits were fully recorded in accordance 

with Albion’s Procedures Manual (Albion 2001).   
4 All archaeological observations were recorded at a suitable scale on base 

plans that were tied in to the OS national grid. 
5 Significant features were recorded using a digital camera. 
 

Throughout the project the standards set out in the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists Codes of Conduct and Standards and Guidance documents 
(specifically Standard and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief, 
September 1999), in English Heritage’s Management of Archaeological 
Projects (1991) and Albion Archaeology’s Procedures Manual were adhered to. 

2.3 Nature of Development 
The purpose of the development was the installation of a toilet and associated 
facilities in the ground floor of the tower.  This involved the excavation of a 
trench from the west door of the tower to the gate at the western entrance to the 
churchyard, a distance of approximately 30m.   

 
Due to the steep slope of the ground in this area, the sewer pipe had to be laid in 
short lengths, joined by manholes.  This entailed the excavation of five pits for 
manholes, each 1.5m square in plan and up to 2.1m deep joined by short lengths 
of trench. 
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3. RESULTS OF OBSERVATION AND RECORDING 

3.1 Description of archaeological deposits (Figures 2 and 3) 
The different sections of trench have been assigned numbers for ease of 
reference.  These start with Trench 1 at the west door of the church and proceed 
to Trench 10 at the western edge of the churchyard.   

 
All of the archaeological contexts (layers, features, burials etc) have been 
assigned individual numbers in blocks that respect the trench where they were 
found, eg context 400 was found in Trench 4.  The description that follows is a 
summary of the deposits found along the whole pipe trench.  Individual context 
descriptions, listed by trench are presented in Appendix 1. 

3.1.1 Observations at west door of tower 
Remains observed at the eastern end of the trench consisted of possible 
foundation material for the tower, stones forming the threshold of the west door 
and the steps up to the west door. 

 
The western end of Trench 1 was cut through a mixture of sand and limestone 
fragments (106) that extended up to 1.2m from the base of the tower.  It is likely 
that this is either part of the foundations for the tower or constructional debris 
used to form a base for steps up to the west door of the tower. 

 
The threshold to the western door of the tower was formed by two thin slabs of 
limestone set on edge (100) (101).  These were 0.1m thick and 0.58m high, 
bridging the threshold of the west door.   

 
The steps up to the west door of the tower were mostly constructed of re-used 
gravestones (102) set on a foundation layer of crushed stone fragments and 
sandy mortar (104) (105).  No inscriptions were noted on the re-used stones.  
They did, however, appear to be of relatively recent origin with sharply cut 
edges and faces, probably sawn, with little evidence of weathering or erosion. 

3.1.2 Layers found across the whole area 
Tarmac  
The trench was cut along the line of the path that enters the churchyard from its 
western side.  The surface of the path consisted of a layer of tarmac c.0.12m 
thick.   

 
Levelling material or remains of earlier path 
A thin layer of dark grey brown silty clay with frequent small stones was found 
immediately below the tarmac (108) (208) (302) (801).  This may have been the 
remnants of an earlier gravelled path or possibly material laid as a levelling 
deposit associated with the tarmac path. 

 
Soil layer 
Beneath the tarmac and the possible earlier path material, there was a soil layer, 
(107) (207) (301) (401) (501) (601) (702) (802) (901) (1001).  This varied in 
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thickness, being 0.60m deep in Trench 2, thinning to 0.30m at the western 
boundary of the churchyard in Trench 10.  
 
The deposit varied from dark grey brown silty clay, found closest to the church, 
through to a light yellowish or mid brown clay in the western half of the trench.  
This appears to be topsoil, or subsoil, that is only slightly modified from the 
underlying clay geology.  It is likely that the thicker and darker part of the 
deposit, found closer to the church, is made up of more topsoil-derived material 
that has been lost on the steeper ground to the west. 

  
Geological strata 
The underlying geology consisted of Boulder Clay.  This was found beneath the 
soil layer at between 0.50m and 0.70m.  The upper part of the Boulder Clay 
consisted of mid yellowish brown clay with frequent chalk fragments and 
occasional fragments of flint, (200) (300) (400) (500) (600) (703) (805) (902) 
(1002).  At greater depth, the Boulder Clay became a mid grey colour.  This was 
recorded at a depth of 1.60m and deeper below the ground surface (806). 

3.1.3 Features cut through the soil layer  
Features found close to the surface consisted of two pits [210 and 606] and a 
single, shallow in situ burial [304].  The pits were clearly cut through the soil 
layer (described above) and sealed by the construction of the path.  Although no 
grave cut was identifiable in the case of the burial, it must also have been cut 
through the soil layer. 

 
Pits 
In Trench 2, in the south side of the trench, a pit [210] was observed in section.  
This shallow feature had a smooth, concave profile measuring at least 1.06m 
wide and 0.26m deep.  Its fill (211) was mid orange brown silty clay that 
contained human bone and a small amount of pottery.  The pottery consisted of 
four sherds (27g) from a single vessel of medieval shelly pottery that dates from 
the 12th or 13th century (Bedfordshire Ceramic Type Series Fabric type B07).  It 
is possible that this pit was dug for the reburial of human bone that had been 
disturbed during building work. 
 
In Trench 6, in the southern side of the trench, a pit [606] was observed in 
section.  This was a shallow feature with a flat base and concave sides.  It was at 
least 0.7m wide and 0.35m deep.  The fill (607), consisted of light grey brown 
silty clay with occasional small fragments of chalk. 

 
Burial 
A single burial (304) was found in Trench 3, at its junction with Trench 2.  The 
burial, consisting of the skull and upper part of the torso, was situated only 
0.26m below the ground surface.  Although only a small part of the burial 
remained, the rest presumably truncated by the excavation of Trench 2, it is 
clear that this represents the remains of an in-situ burial rather than a charnel 
deposit. 
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3.1.4 Features cut into geological strata 
Burials 
A series of burials were found along the length of the trench, (202) (205) (403) 
(404) (405) (503) (604) (803) (804).  Grave cuts could not be seen for the 
majority of the burials.  This was due to a combination of factors: similarity of 
the grave fills with the other soils and the methodological constraints of working 
within a pipe trench.  Where the grave cuts could be observed in section, [201] 
[204] [603], they were recorded as cutting into the underlying Boulder Clay and 
sealed by the overlying soil layers.  It is possible that the recorded relationship 
with the overlying soil layers is more apparent than real, due to the similarity of 
the grave fills and the soil layer. 

 
Where the orientation of the graves could be determined, they were orientated 
from east to west.  In Trenches 2 and 8, the graves were found in an 
arrangement that suggested that they were laid out in regular parallel rows, 
whilst the arrangement in Trench 4 appeared more complex.  Overall, there was 
little evidence of intercutting graves.  The burials were found at a depth of 
approximately 0.8m or 0.9m below ground level. No shroud pins, coffin nails, 
coffin handles or other fittings were found in association with the burials or in 
the soil layer above the burials. 

 
Pit  
A large pit [204] was partially exposed within Trench 2, approximately 3m from 
the west end of the church.  Only the northwestern part of this feature was 
visible in the corner of the trench.  It was steep sided and more than 0.57m deep.  
It was not excavated to its full depth.  It was deeper than the base of the trench.  
The feature was filled with dark brown silty clay.  A few large fragments of un-
worked, oolitic limestone were found in the lowest part of the pit that was 
exposed.  The pit appeared to be sealed by the soil layer (207) and was cut by 
grave [213]. 
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4. SYNTHESIS 

4.1 Discussion 
Archaeological observations were made at the base of the west side of the tower 
and in a continuous trench, cut across the western side of the churchyard from 
the tower to Church Lane. 
 
Where the trench met the west side of the tower limited observations were 
possible, constrained by the small size and shallow depth of the trench.  The 
main details noted were: the steps to the west door of the tower (102) and a 
stone rubble deposit (106) beneath the construction for the steps.  It is clear that 
the steps are a relatively recent addition to the building, being constructed of re-
used gravestones.  It is more difficult to say anything conclusive about the 
rubble deposit (106) found at the base of the west face of the tower.  In the 
confines of the trench, it was not possible to determine whether the deposit was 
set within a construction cut or what the relationship of the deposit was to the 
stonework of the tower.  Because of this, we can only speculate that the deposit 
is part of the foundations of the tower or is material used to build up the ground 
level. 
 
Archaeological features noted in the remainder of the trench, consisted of two 
shallow pits [210, 606], one deep pit [204] and at least ten burials.  Based on 
their stratigraphic relationships, the latest features were the two shallow pits and 
one of the burials (304).  They were cut into a soil layer that in turn appeared to 
be above the other burials.  The earliest feature in this sequence was a deep pit 
found in Trench 2 that was cut by one of the burials.  
 
In the case of the two shallow pits, it was not possible to determine the function 
of pit [606] whilst the other [210] may have been dug for the reburial of human 
remains disturbed by activity in the churchyard.  
 
The burials, considered as a group, give the impression that this part of the 
graveyard was not used intensively for hundreds of years.  The burials were 
relatively well spaced with some evidence of a regular arrangement in rows, 
with graves found adjacent to one another.  There was no evidence of burials 
being disturbed by later burials or deposits of charnel bone within the graves.   
 
The stratigraphic position of the grave cuts is somewhat confusing.  All of those 
that were identified in section appeared to be truncated and overlain by a deep 
soil layer.  It is clear in this case that the soil layer has not been caused by 
repeated mixing by burials to form a ‘grave earth’.  A more likely explanation is 
that the grave fills are so similar to the surrounding soil layer that they simply 
cannot be identified. 
 
No dating evidence was found with the burials.  However, because none of the 
coffin fittings usually associated with later burials were found, it is likely that 
the burials date from the medieval or early post-medieval period.  No nails were 
found and so it is not certain whether coffins were used.  The shallow depth of 
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one of the burials (304), only 0.26m below the ground surface, suggests that it is 
likely to be medieval, as later graves tend to be deeper. 
 
The deep pit [204] appeared to be the earliest feature in the stratigraphic 
sequence, being cut by one of the burials.  The function of this large pit, situated 
relatively close to the church, is uncertain.  It may have been a quarry pit 
associated with either the church or earlier activity.  The presence of some large, 
unworked fragments of oolitic limestone in the lower part of the pit might be 
evidence for an association with the church in view of the fact that the building 
is largely constructed of this stone. 

4.2 Summary 
The limited observations that were possible at the base of the tower are unable to 
add anything to the known history of the building.   
 
Observations from the rest of the trench suggest something about the history of 
use of this part of the graveyard.  The trench contained no dense concentrations 
of burials, intercutting burials or charnel deposits that would suggest an 
extended, intensive use of this part of the graveyard for burial.  Based on 
negative evidence alone, in this case an absence of any coffin fittings, it is 
suggested that the burials date from the medieval or early post-medieval period. 
 
Towards the eastern end of the trench, a large pit was found close to church.  As 
the feature predated one of the burials, it is possible that it was associated with 
an early phase of use of the church or that it may even predate the building of 
the church.  The function of the pit is unknown; it may have been a quarry pit. 
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6. APPENDIX 

6.1 Context Summary 
 
 



Albion Archaeology

Trench: 1

SP9913055952 SP9912755951
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of foul pipe construction

Length: 3.00 m. Width: 0.52 m. Min: 0. m. Max: 0.3 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

100 Foundation Thin stone slab set on edge. Part of stonework bridging area between main 
foundations of tower below western door opening.

101 Foundation Thin stone slab set on edge. Part of stonework bridging area between main 
foundations of tower below western door opening.

102 Stone structure Steps to west door of church. Constructed partly of re-used grave stones.

103 Make up layer Loose mid grey brown sandy silt   Material found between stone steps to west door.

104 Make up layer Hard, light yellow orange sandy mortar with small stone inclusions forming 
foundation for steps to west door.

105 Make up layer Very light grey layer of crushed stone and stone fragments. Base of foundation 
material for steps to west door.

106 Foundation Loose, light orange sand with frequent large fragments of limestone.  Possibly part 
of foundation material for tower.

107 Topsoil Dark grey brown silty clay   

108 Levelling layer Dark grey brown silty clay frequent small stones  Leveling layer underneath tarma

109 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

16The Church of St Peter, Pavenham, Bedfordshire
Precautionary Archaeological Attendance, Observation, Recording and Reporting



Albion Archaeology

Trench: 2

SP9912755951 SP9912555951
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 1.50 m. Width: 1.50 m. Min: 0.2 m. Max: 0.8 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

200 Natural Mid  orange  clay   

201 Grave

202 Human skeleton Skull and upper part of torso in trench.

203 Fill Dark grey orange   occasional small chalk, occasional small stones  Upper grave fill

212 Fill Mid grey orange  clay moderate small chalk  

204 Pit Dimensions: min breadth 0.6m, min depth 0.55m, min length 0.7m  Large pit, 
partially exposed in the SE corner of trench 2.  Base of feature not reached at 
depth of 1.2m. Large (0.3m) fragments of limestone in lower part of feature.

206 Fill Dark brown orange     

207 Topsoil Dark grey brown silty clay   

208 Levelling layer Dark grey brown silty clay frequent small stones  Leveling layer below tarmac 
drive.

209 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

210 Pit Profile: concave dimensions: max breadth 1.06m, max depth 0.26m  Shallow pit 
containing disarticulated human bone. Possible charnel deposit.

211 Fill Mid orange brown silty clay   

213 Grave Grave cut. The depth of the grave was inferred from position of bones, otherwise 
not visible in plan or section.

205 Human skeleton Left-hand skull and torso exposed in trench.

17The Church of St Peter, Pavenham, Bedfordshire
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Trench: 3

SP9912555951 SP9912155950
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 4.10 m. Width: 0.40 m. Min: 0.25 m. Max: 0.25 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

300 Natural Mid  orange  clay moderate small chalk, occasional small stones  

301 Topsoil Dark grey brown silty clay   

302 Levelling layer Dark grey brown silty clay frequent small stones  Leveling layer beneath tarmac.

303 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

304 Human skeleton Skull and shoulder area seen in pipe trench.

18The Church of St Peter, Pavenham, Bedfordshire
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Trench: 4

SP9912155950 SP9912055951
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 1.50 m. Width: 1.50 m. Min: 0.8 m. Max: 0.9 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

400 Natural Mid  orange  clay moderate small chalk, occasional small stones  

401 Topsoil Dark grey brown silty clay   

402 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

403 Human skeleton Truncated by machine, limited observation possible,

404 Human skeleton Collar bone, torso and part of pelvis visible exposed by trench.

405 Human skeleton Skull exposed at edge of trench.
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Trench: 5

SP9912055951 SP9911655951
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 3.50 m. Width: 0.40 m. Min: 0.8 m. Max: 0.8 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

500 Natural Mid  orange  clay moderate small chalk, occasional small stones  

501 Topsoil Dark grey brown silty clay   

502 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

503 Human skeleton Left side of skull and torso, left arm, head of femur, pelvis exposed by trench.
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Trench: 6

SP9911655951 SP9911555952
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 1.50 m. Width: 1.50 m. Min: 0.1 m. Max: 0.6 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

600 Natural Light orange grey  clay   Geological natural.

601 Layer Light orange brown silty clay   

602 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

603 Grave

604 Human skeleton Left lower leg and hand exposed in side of trench.

605 Fill Mid orange brown silty clay occasional small chalk  

606 Pit Profile: concave base: flat dimensions: min breadth 0.7m, max depth 0.35m  

607 Fill Light grey brown silty clay   
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Trench: 7

SP9911555952 SP9911055953
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 4.80 m. Width: 0.40 m. Min: 0.6 m. Max: 0.6 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

700 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

701 Levelling layer Dark grey brown silty clay   Thin layer of soil beneath tarmac.

702 Layer Light orange brown silty clay   

703 Natural Light orange brown  clay   
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Trench: 8

SP9911055953 SP9910855953
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 1.90 m. Width: 1.75 m. Min: 0.55 m. Max: 0.6 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

800 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

801 Layer Topsoil beneath tarmac

802 Layer Mid brown brown  clay   Subsoil deposit

803 Human skeleton Majority of burial present. Skull and left arm partially disturbed by machine.

804 Human skeleton Burial. The skull, torso, arms, pelvis and upper leg bones in trench.

805 Natural Mid yellow brown  clay frequent small chalk  

806 Natural Light  grey  clay frequent small-medium chalk  
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Trench: 9

SP9910855953 SP9910155955
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 7.20 m. Width: 0.40 m. Min: 0.6 m. Max: 0.6 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

900 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

901 Subsoil Mid yellow brown  clay   

902 Natural Mid yellow brown  clay frequent small-medium chalk  Boulder Clay
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Trench: 10

SP9910155955 SP9910055956
Reason: Trench was excavated as part of groundworks required in advance of Foul Pipe construction

Length: 1.50 m. Width: 1.50 m. Min: 0.6 m. Max: 0.6 m.Max Dimensions: Depth to Archaeology
OS Co-ordinates:

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

Ref. 1: Ref. 2:

1000 Tarmac Tarmac driveway.

1001 Subsoil Mid yellow brown  clay   

1002 Natural Light yellow grey  clay frequent small-medium chalk  Boulder Clay
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Figure 1:  Site location plan 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Land-line Map (2001), with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery 

Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 2:  All features plan 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 3:  Selected sections 
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