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Preface 
Every effort has been made in the preparation of this document to provide as complete an 
assessment as possible, within the terms of the specification.  All statements and opinions 
in this document are offered in good faith.  Albion Archaeology cannot accept 
responsibility for errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by a third party, 
or for any loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in this document. 
 
This report has been prepared by Christiane Meckseper (Project Officer) and Jeremy 
Mordue (Archaeological Supervisor).  It was edited by Joe Abrams (Project Manager).  
Trial trenching was undertaken by Jeremy Mordue, James Newboult (Assistant 
Supervisor), Kathy Pilkinton, Stuart Heath, Adam Howard and Marcin Koziminski 
(Archaeological Technicians). 
 
The artefact summary was prepared by Jackie Wells (Finds Officer).  The column sample 
was assessed by Gill Cruise (PhD, BSc).  The figures were prepared by Joan Lightning 
(CAD Technician).  All Albion projects are under the overall management of Drew 
Shotliff (Operations Manager).  
 
Version History 
Version Issue date Reason for re-issue 

1.1 13/03/07 Amended to reflect comments from Archaeologica Ltd 
1.0 07/03/07 n/a 

 
Albion Archaeology 
St Mary's Church 
St Mary’s Street 
Bedford, MK42 0AS 
�: 01234 294001 
Fax: 01234 294008 
e-mail: office@albion-arch.com 
Website: www.albion-arch.com 
 

Structure of this Report 
Section 1 serves as an introduction to the site, describing its location, archaeological 
background and the aims of the project.  Section 2 summarises the aims and methodology 
of the trial trenching.  The results are presented in Section 3.  Section 4 provides a 
synthesis of the results, and states their significance within the surrounding landscape.  
Section 5 is a bibliography. 
 
Appendix 1 contains all trench summary information.  Appendix 2 contains a summary of 
the artefactual and environmental material.  Appendix 3 contains the report on the 
potential of a column sample taken in one of the trenches. 
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Key Terms 
Throughout this document the following terms or abbreviations are used: 
 
Albion Albion Archaeology 
  
AO Milton Keynes Archaeological Officer 
  
IFA Institute of Field Archaeologists 
  
The development area The proposed development area at Campbell Park and Site 

G (Newlands) 
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Non-Technical Summary 
English Partnerships intend to develop land located within Campbell Park for 
business and leisure use, including a new Marina adjacent to the Grand Union 
Canal. 
 
Due to the presence of archaeological finds in the areas surrounding Campbell 
Park, Nick Crank, Milton Keynes’ Archaeological Officer (AO) issued a brief, 
outlining a programme of archaeological work.  This consisted of archaeological 
field evaluation, comprising a geophysical survey (undertaken by Bartlett-Clark 
Consultancy) and trial trenching, and the subsequent implementation of an agreed 
programme of archaeological investigation and recording. 
 
Archaeologica Ltd were appointed by English Partnerships as consultants for the 
project and commissioned Albion Archaeology to undertake the trial trenching 
and to prepare a report (this document) on the results.  A Specification 
(Archaeologica 2006a) was written on the basis of the brief and agreed by the AO 
prior to the start of works. 
 
The development area is c.13.2 hectares in size, comprising Areas 1–3.  It is 
located in Central Milton Keynes between the Portway H5 and Childs way H6, 
centred on NGR SP 8881 5144.  The land is at an average height of 68–100m OD.  
At the time of the trial trenching, the land comprised fallow land, roads, a 
building, and parking areas.  The underlying geology of the area is predominately 
boulder clay in the northern area, Oxford clay in the south, with a small area of 
boulder clay to the east. 
 
Two known sites and two finds locations border the development area.  The 
Reserve Site 5 Downs Barn site and adjacent road cuttings revealed late Iron Age 
features to the north of Area 1, and finds of a similar date were found in a ‘borrow 
pit’ to the SW of Area 1.  Adjacent to the northern edge of Area 2 a Romano-
British site of 1st-2nd century date was identified through geophysics and later 
excavated. 

 
The trial trenching identified elements of two regionally significant late Iron 
Age/Romano-British settlement sites within the development area.  The remains 
were generally well preserved.  The presence of deep deposits of riverine gravels 
and colluvium or alluvium silts in Area 2 and Area 3 may represent an ancient 
river channel contemporary with the archaeological features. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 
English Partnerships intends to develop land in Central Milton Keynes.  This 
comprises three areas (Figure 1) in the Campbell Park/Newlands area.   
 
In the light of archaeological finds from land adjacent to the development area, 
indicating that the site has the potential to preserve archaeological remains from 
the Iron Age onwards, and in line with the recommendations of PPG16, Nick 
Crank, Planning Archaeologist for Milton Keynes Council issued a brief for an 
archaeological evaluation of the site.  Pell Frischmann appointed Archaeologica 
Ltd to undertake the evaluation.   
 
The first stage of the evaluation, geophysical survey, was undertaken by Bartlett-
Clark Consultancy in August 2006 (Bartlett 2006).  Albion Archaeology was 
subsequently commissioned by Archaeologica Ltd to undertake the trial trenching 
and to prepare a report (this document) on the results.  A Specification was written 
on the basis of the brief (Archaeologica 2006a). 

1.2 Site Location and Description 
The site is situated in Central Milton Keynes (Figure 1), centred on NGR SP 8881 
5144.  It comprises three areas, delimited to the north by H5 Portway and to the 
south by H6 Childs Way.  It presently consists of fallow land, roads, a building, 
and parking areas.  The height of the land is variable.  Area 1 lies between 88–
100m OD; Area 2 lies between 74–88m OD; Area 3 lies between 68–70m OD. 
 
The underlying geology of the area, according to special sheet for Milton Keynes 
issued by the Geological Survey, is largely boulder clay in Area 1, with Oxford 
clay to the south and a small area of boulder clay to the east. 
 
This part of Milton Keynes originally dropped from a plateau in the north-west 
towards the east and south.  Area 1 occupies a south-facing slope, dipping towards 
the foot of a ridge presently covered by Campbell Park.  Areas 2 and 3 occupy a 
slight plateau and slope on the south side of Campbell Park.  The topography of 
the area has been much altered by terracing and levelling as part of the 
development of Milton Keynes with considerable landscaping having taken place.  
This includes extensive cuts and banks for roads and attendant main services. 
 
Several hedges still survive in the development area.  The most extensive and 
substantial is the double hedge crossing east to west across Area 1, which marks 
the road which linked the village of Woolstone with Bradwell Common.  The 
1885 Ordnance Survey map (Figure 10) shows that it was lined with hedges.  
Other fragments of hedge lines survive throughout Areas 2 and 3, most likely 
representing former field boundaries. 
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1.3 Archaeological Background 
There are at least two sites of Iron Age/Romano-British date adjacent to the 
development area. 
 
To the north of Area 1, features of late Iron Age date were seen in the cutting for a 
new road at NGR SP 486050 240010.  A second late Iron Age site was later 
evaluated and excavated at the Reserve Site 5 Downs Barn (NGR SP 48617 
24004).  The latter investigation revealed a system of linear and curvilinear 
enclosure ditches (Weale 1999).  To the south-west of Area 1, pottery, bone and 
pot-boilers of late Iron Age date associated with a ditch were found in the edge of 
a "borrow" pit cut on the line of the H5 road at SP 485965 239830. 
 
Adjacent to the northern edge of Area 2 (NGR SP 48665 23945) a Romano-British 
site of 1st–2nd -century date, but continuing into the 4th century, was identified 
through geophysical survey and excavation (Zeepvat 1987).  Excavation showed 
that the site comprised several linear features aligned NE-SW, interspersed with a 
number of small pits. 

1.4 Professional Standards 
Throughout the project the standards set out in the following documents were 
adhered to: 
• Albion Archaeology’s Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwork (2nd ed, 

2001). 
• IFA’s Codes of Conduct and Standards and Guidance for Archaeological 

Field Evaluation; 
• IFA Guidelines for Finds Work (2000) 
• English Heritage’s The Management of Archaeological Projects (1991) 
• Buckinghamshire Museum (2003) Procedures for deposit of archaeological 

archives.  



Albion Archaeology  
 
 

Campbell Park and Site G (Newlands), Central Milton Keynes, Milton Keynes  
Archaeological Field Evaluation 

9

 

2. AIMS AND METHOD STATEMENT 
The detailed methodology for the trial trenching was set out in the Specification 
(Archaeologica 2006a). 
 
A 4% sample of the overall area available for trenching was excavated.  This 
covered 13.2 ha (5280m²) corresponding to 3300m of 1.6m wide trenches.  The 
trench plan (Figures 2 and 3) was discussed with, and approved by, the AO prior 
to work commencing.  A total of 43 trenches of varying length were excavated.  
The trial trenching took place between 7th November 2006 and 30th January 2007. 
  
The trial trenching was designed to: 
 
• determine the location, extent, nature and date of any archaeological features 

or deposits that were present. 
 
• obtain information on the integrity and state of preservation of any 

archaeological features or deposits that were present.  
 

• test anomalies, blank areas and potential areas of archaeological interest 
identified during the geophysical survey. 

 
The location of all trenches was marked out on the ground in advance of machine 
excavation using differential GPS survey equipment.  Topsoil and modern 
overburden were mechanically removed by a tracked excavator or JCB, fitted with 
a toothless ditching bucket and operating under close archaeological supervision.  
These deposits were removed down to the top of the archaeological deposits, or 
undisturbed geological deposits, whichever was encountered first.  The spoil heaps 
were scanned for artefacts. 
 
The bases and sections of all trenches were cleaned by hand.  The deposits and any 
potential archaeological features were noted, cleaned, excavated by hand and 
recorded using Albion Archaeology’s pro forma sheets.  The trenches were 
subsequently drawn, and photographed as appropriate.  All deposits were recorded 
using a unique recording number sequence commencing at 100 for Trench 1, 200 
for Trench 2 etc. 
 
The trenches were inspected regularly by the AO and Consultant prior to being 
backfilled. 
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3. RESULTS 

3.1 Introduction 
Fourteen trenches contained archaeological features, situated across all three areas.  
The results of the trial trenching are discussed by individual area and are 
summarised below in chronological order and by feature type.  Detailed 
descriptions of the deposits and features in each trench can be found in Appendix 
1. 

3.2 Area 1 - Site North 
Trenches 1 to 19 were opened within ten small areas separated by access roads 
between the Portway H5 and Silbury Boulevard (Figure 2).  Trenches 6 and 8 
were centred on geophysical anomalies, with the remainder providing area 
percentage cover.  Seven trenches (9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18 and 19) contained only 
natural substrata.  Six trenches (2, 3, 4, 7, 13 and 16) contained only modern 
disturbance, usually in the form of overburden deposits.  The rest (1, 5, 6, 8, 10 
and 17) contained a mixture of modern disturbance, medieval ridge and furrow 
and archaeological features. 

3.2.1 Overburden and Undisturbed Geological Deposits 
The overburden in Area 1 comprised a layer of clay-loam topsoil of variable 
thickness, sometimes entirely absent, overlying a variety of undisturbed geological 
deposits.  Trench 9 demonstrated the sequence of subsoils, which was absent from 
many other trenches, probably due to truncation during landscaping operations.  
Some trenches, notably Trenches 2 and 13 contained a modern overburden 
(landscaping deposit of mixed clays) which sealed a buried topsoil. 

3.2.2 Mid-Late Iron Age Ditches 
Securely dated features from this period were confined to Trench 6 (Figure 4). 
 
Trench 6 contained one ditch on a NW-SE alignment and one ditch on a NE-SW 
alignment. Ditch [606], sealed beneath a medieval furrow on the same alignment, 
was steep-sided in profile and had a flattish base.  Several fragments of mid-late 
Iron Age pottery were recovered (Appendix 2).  The NW-SE extension of Trench 
6 contained the second ditch [602] on a NE-SW alignment (Plate 1).  This also had 
steeply sloping sides, and a v-shaped profile.  It contained 23 fragments of mid-
late Iron Age pottery, all thought to be derived from the same vessel. 

3.2.3 Medieval Field System 
All the furrows revealed in Area 1 were oriented NW-SE.  They were consistently 
1.70m–3.33m wide and only 0.22–0.24m deep.  

3.2.4 Modern Features and Deposits 
The linear features in Trench 2 did not appear to be of archaeological significance.  
Two parallel shallow features, oriented E-W, appeared to be the result of modern 
wheel rutting. Another feature on the same alignment represents a modern field 
drain. One of the wheel ruts [203] and the drain [207] produced sherds of modern 
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pottery.  Several of the medieval furrows in Area 1 also contained ceramic 
drainage pipes, suggesting the installation of a post-medieval drainage system 
within these fields.   
 
Trench 4 was located at the bottom of a slope and had been extensively backfilled 
with modern demolition rubble to a depth of approximately 1.5m below ground 
level, probably to fill in the natural hollow of an underlying natural feature, a relict 
water course or palaeochannel (see Section 3.3.5).  A similar explanation may be 
put forward for the 1.0m of modern demolition debris in the southern half of 
Trench 8.   
 
Further modern make-up layers of varying depth and composition were recorded 
in Trenches 3, 7, 13 and 16. 

3.2.5 Natural Features 
Trench 3 contained a large array of natural deposits some of which were probably 
attributable to a palaeochannel which showed up in the base of Trench 4.  In 
Trench 4 this sequence of dark grey organic silts and clays was sealed by modern 
rubble.  Tree throws were present in Trench 2 and Trench 17. 

3.2.6 Undated 
Three NW-SE oriented ditches in Trench 1 were of consistent measurement and 
interspersed between furrows.  Two further ditches were sealed beneath furrows in 
Trenches 5 and 8 respectively. Although no finds were retrieved from its fills, the 
proximity of ditch [502] in Trench 5 to the Iron Age ditches in Trench 6 suggests 
that it may be similar in date. 

3.3 Area 2 - Site South-East  
Twenty trenches (Trenches 20 to 39) were opened in the twelve fields at the south-
eastern end of the development area (Figure 3).  They were targeted on anomalies 
highlighted in the geophysical survey. 

3.3.1 Overburden and Undisturbed Geological Deposits 
The overburden in the Area 2 comprised a clay-loam topsoil between 0.18–0.45m 
thick.  The undisturbed geological deposits, where encountered, were variable 
yellow-grey clay, or a firm orange silt-clay. 

3.3.2 Romano-British Features (Figures 6 and 7) 

3.3.2.1 Ditches 
Trench 35 contained two parallel ditches [3509] and [3513], oriented NE-SW and 
situated 2.0m apart (Plate 2).  The latter of these contained no dating evidence but 
appeared to be associated with [3509], which produced a single sherd of Roman 
pottery.  [3509] also contained a large quantity of burnt clay in a dump deposit, 
possibly from the same source as a deposit of similar material found in pit [3531] 
(Section 3.3.2.2).  
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3.3.2.2 Pits and Ponds 
Two pits containing Roman finds were excavated, one in Trench 28, the other in 
Trench 35.  Pit [2802] measured approximately 1.80m in diameter and 0.21m 
depth.  It was the only feature in the trench and lay to the south of the previously 
known archaeological remains under Avebury Boulevard.  The pit contained not 
only pottery, but animal bone and large sub-rounded stones.  Pit [3531] was 
located 1.5m to the south of the Roman ditches in Trench 35.  Its fills were 
characterised by large quantities of burnt clay and charcoal, and produced Roman 
roof tile and animal bone (Plate 4). 
 
Trench 35 also contained two ponds.  Pond [3502], located at the northern end of 
the trench, measured approximately 8.30m in diameter and 0.71m in depth (Plate 
3).  It contained a number of fills, which together produced 29 sherds of Roman 
pottery, ranging in date from the 2nd–4th century, as well as animal bone, burnt 
stone and an iron nail.  This pond cut an earlier, undated ditch [3506] (Section 
3.3.6).  A column sample was taken from the pond, which indicated that it 
contained little organic material and had probably become backfilled as a result of 
natural silting (see Appendix 3). 
 
A second pond [3518] was recorded at the southern end of the trench and was 
machine-excavated due to depth and flooding.  This pond was at least 6.0m in 
diameter and 0.94m deep.  Its fills were more clayey and organic, and produced a 
single sherd of Roman pottery.   

3.3.2.3 Other 
A make-up layer (3510) in Trench 35 produced two sherds of Roman pottery.  It 
was a well stratified deposit sealing the parallel ditches [3509] and [3513]. 

3.3.3 Medieval Field System 
Furrows were identified in eight trenches across Area 2 (Trenches 20, 31, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 38 and 39).  All were oriented NW-SE except one furrow in Trench 33 and 
a smaller furrow at the eastern end of Trench 34 which were oriented NE-SW.  
Some of the furrows had mismatched edges and more extensive investigation 
might have clarified two separate phases of ploughing on slightly different 
orientations. Trenches 33 and 34 also contained a field boundary ditch, excavated 
in several segments, and possible associated headland. 

3.3.4 Post-medieval and Modern 
A ditch on a NW-SE alignment was excavated in Trench 27.  It produced 172g of 
Roman roof tile.  However, it seems to coincide precisely with a post-medieval 
boundary ditch that is indicated on the 1885 first edition OS map (Figure 10).  The 
ditch was stratigraphically later than a number of other ditches and a layer of 
colluvium in the same trench, which were undated (Section 3.3.6).  
 
A ditch excavated in Trench 33 contained ceramic drainage pipe and most likely 
represents re-use of an earlier furrow as a drainage ditch. 
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Modern landscaping deposits were recorded in Trenches 22, 25, 27, 32 and 36. 
Buried topsoil (2905) in Trench 29 and layer (3617) in Trench 36 were clearly 
modern but contained residual Roman pottery. 

3.3.5 Natural Features 
The geophysical survey produced a very strong E-W linear anomaly over which 
Trench 21 was positioned.  Several thick silt deposits, similar to colluvium sealed 
a dark grey silt band (2103)/ (2105) forming a thick horizon, with diffuse edges. 
 
Downslope from Trench 21, Trenches 23, 26, 30 and 32 contained a repetitive 
sequence of brown and orange silty colluvial deposits, probably representing 
flooding episodes of a relict river channel which continued to the east towards 
Area 3 (Figure 8).  Tree throws were present in Trench 33. 

3.3.6 Undated 
Undated ditches were present in Trenches 27, 31, 34 and 37.  Animal bone and 
worked flint were recovered from ditches [2712] and [2708] respectively.  A small 
gully terminus was recorded beneath the field boundary in Trench 34 (not 
indicated on figure). A very irregular feature, described as a posthole but possibly 
natural in origin, was also excavated in Trench 37.  
 
The association of the undated features is unclear.  Their alignment does not place 
them in a secure context and, with the exception of Trench 27, other features in the 
trenches only produced post-medieval material.  The ditches in Trench 27 were 
below a layer of colluvium, which may suggest that they are fairly early in date. A 
small amount of residual Roman roof tile was found in the post-medieval 
boundary ditch in Trench 27 (section 3.3.4).  However, it does not provide a 
secure enough basis to place the earlier ditches in a Roman context.  
 
Beneath pond [3502] in Trench 35 was a NE-SW oriented ditch [3506].  This was 
visible on the geophysical survey.  It was cut by a datable Roman feature and is 
therefore either of Roman date or earlier. 

3.4 Area 3 - Site G  
Trenches 40 to 43 were opened in three fields on the east side of the Grand Union 
Canal, at the SE corner of the development area (Figure 8).  Trench 40 was 
positioned in an area where the geophysical survey had been unable to penetrate 
below modern overburden.  The remainder were located over a zone of suspected 
pitting. 

3.4.1 Overburden and Undisturbed Geological Deposits 
The overburden across Area 3 comprised a layer of clay-loam topsoil, 0.21–0.36m 
thick, sealing a variety of undisturbed geological deposits.  Trenches 40 and 43 
both contained remnant colluvial or alluvial silting deposits beneath the topsoil, 
and geological strata comprising greyish yellow clay. 
 
Trenches 41 and 42 contained far more variable geological deposits of yellow and 
grey clay interleaved with bands of river terrace gravels. 
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3.4.2 Medieval/Post-medieval 
A single datable archaeological feature was located in Area 3.  This was a possible 
shallow pit [4005] in Trench 40.  It was sealed beneath a layer of colluvium and 
modern make-up.   The pit seems to coincide with a square shaped feature 
indicated on the 1885 first edition OS map, in an area marked “Brickkiln” (Figure 
10). It produced a single sherd of medieval pottery. 

3.4.3 Post-medieval and Undated 
Three ditches were identified in Trench 43.  One ditch terminus produced a single 
sherd of post-medieval pottery, and the rest were undated.  The ditches match the 
prevalent orientations of ridge and furrow in this part of the development area.  A 
large feature in Trench 41, measuring at least 14m across and more than 1.60m 
deep, was part-excavated by hand.  It is possible that this is a backfilled field 
boundary ditch. 

3.4.4 Natural Features 
At the northern end of Trench 42 was a large negative feature oriented roughly E-
W (Plate 1).  This did not show up on the geophysical survey.  It was not possible 
to determine the full width of the feature as it continued outside of the trench.  It 
was at least 4.6m wide and was machine-excavated to a depth of 1.35m below 
ground level (but not bottomed).   
 
A smaller and shallower thread of this feature was present further to the south in 
Trench 42.  Trench 41 also recorded substantial deposits of riverine silt and 
interleaved clay and gravel deposits in excess of 1.43m deep, although a profile 
across the feature was not possible due to the orientation of the trench.  
 
It is likely that the feature survives on the surface as a present day field boundary 
and represents a former river channel or palaeochannel (Figure 8). 
 
Two tree throws were identified in Trench 43. 
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4. SYNTHESIS OF RESULTS 

4.1 Discussion 
The evaluation has revealed the remains of two concentrations of archaeological 
features. One centred on Trench 6 in Area 1. The other centred around Trench 35 
in Area 2. An isolated Roman pit was also located in Trench 28 and residual 
Roman roof tile retrieved from a later ditch in Trench 27, which may be 
associated.  
 
Deep deposits of riverine gravels and colluvium or alluvium silts in Trenches 23, 
26, 30, 32, 41 and 42, occupying a swathe of land across Areas 2 and 3, have 
highlighted a potentially significant landscape feature in the form of a possible 
ancient river channel. 
 
Two ditches excavated in Trench 6 demonstrated the presence and survival of 
deep, Iron Age features.  No other archaeological features from this date were 
recorded in this trench indicating that a certain amount of truncation had probably 
taken place during landscaping works in the 1970s.  It is possible that some 
peripheral activity also took place in the vicinity of Trench 1. 
 
Mitigation works (Albion Archaeology in prep), which were undertaken shortly 
after trenching, proved that the ditches from Trench 6 were part of an enclosure 
with internal evidence for occupation and activity.  Further ditches and occupation 
evidence was investigated.  It is likely that these remains represent a possible 
continuation of the settlement excavated at Downs Barn to the north (Figure 5 and 
Weale 1999) 
 
The Roman activity in Area 2 was centred around Trench 35 and contained a 
range of features, including ditches, pits and two ponds.  The remains of thick 
deposits of burnt clay within some of the features also suggest intensive settlement 
or industrial activity nearby.  This was almost certainly part of the known early 
Roman settlement site, located beneath Avebury Boulevard, on the West side of 
the Glebe Roundabout (Figure 8 and Zeepvat 1987).  
 
Trenching has demonstrated that the Roman settlement extended down the gentle 
hillside into the wide valley.  However, the absence of similar features south of the 
extant hedge boundaries, plus the evidence for a large ancient river channel, 
discussed below, in the base of the valley (Figure 8), indicates a limit to the 
Roman settlement activities at this point. 
 
An isolated pit with Roman material was excavated in Trench 28, indicating that 
settlement activity may have extended towards the west. A ditch in Trench 27 that 
contained Roman roof tile, and was originally thought to belong to a Roman field 
system, was later revealed to be a post-medieval field boundary (Figure 10).  
 
A total of five ditches and gullies were situated on a north-south alignment in 
Trenches 27 and 37.  This alignment does not fit in with the medieval field system, 
discussed below.  However, no dateable finds were retrieved from the ditches 
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themselves or the trenches that contained them, which makes it very difficult to 
place them in a secure chronological context. 
 
Away from the two main areas of interest, the project has highlighted the 
survivability and extent of medieval ridge and furrow ploughing, which is almost 
ubiquitous despite extensive modern earthmoving.  These ploughing marks were 
almost uniformly NW-SE oriented, except for some of those recorded in Trenches 
33 and 34 which were NE-SW, and corresponded to the shift in orientation 
illustrated in Croft and Mynard’s plan (Figure 9).  Ditches associated with the 
medieval field system were excavated in Trenches 27, 33 and 34. 

 
There has been extensive modern-day remodelling and landscaping, often 
associated with the excavation of cuttings and the creation of embankments for the 
road network within Milton Keynes.  General landscaping make-up was also 
encountered, and it is likely that upcast from the creation of the Grand Union 
Canal would have been spread over adjacent fields. 

4.2 Significance of Results 
The trial trenching has demonstrated that the northern part of the development area 
(Area 1 – Site North) contains the remains of a mid-late Iron Age settlement, and 
the south-eastern part of the development area (Area 2 – Site South-East) contains 
the remains of a Romano-British settlement.  Extensive modern disturbance has 
almost certainly erased the more delicate structural remains such as post-holes and 
drip gullies, but the survival of deeper features such as ditches has been proved.   
 
Both these archaeological sites are considered to be of regional significance and 
have the potential to add to our understanding of the Iron Age and Roman 
landscape of Milton Keynes.  
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6. APPENDICES 

6.1 Appendix 1 – Trench Summaries 
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6.2 Appendix 2 – Artefact and Ecofact Summary 

6.2.1 Introduction 
The evaluation produced a finds assemblage comprising mainly pottery and 
animal bone.  Small quantities of ceramic building material and worked flint were 
also recovered (Table 1).  The material was scanned to ascertain its nature, 
condition and, where possible, date range.  No artefacts were recovered from 
Trenches 1, 3-5, 7, 9-19, 21-26, 30, 33, 38, 39 or 42. 

 
Area Tr. No. Feature Description Context Spot date* Pottery Other finds 

1 02 203 Wheel ruts 204 Modern 2:36  
  207 Drain 209 Modern 3:140  
 06 602 Ditch 603 -  Animal bone (8g) 
  602 Ditch 604 Mid-late Iron Age 23:298 Animal bone (19g); brick fragments (14g) 
  606 Ditch 607 Iron Age 1:21 Animal bone (14g) 
  609 Furrow 611 Post-medieval 1:19  
  617 Furrow 608 - 2:45  
 08 810 Ditch 811 Post-medieval  Roof tile (24g) 

2 20 2004 Furrow 2005 Post-medieval  Roof tile (178g) 
 27 2704 Redeposited natural 2704 Post-medieval 1:5 Roof tile (11g) 
  2708 Ditch 2709 -  Worked flint (5g) 
  2712 Ditch 2713 -  Animal bone (21g) 
  2714 Ditch 2715 Roman  Roof tile (172g) 
 28 2800 Topsoil 2800 Roman 2:35  
  2802 Pit 2803 Roman 4:25 Animal bone (55g) 
 29 2902 Furrow 2903 Modern  Vessel glass (1g) 
  2905 Buried topsoil 2905 Roman 2:26 Animal bone (41g) 
 31 3102 Ditch 3103 -  Animal bone (1g) 
 32 3204 Colluvium 3204 Roman 3:35  
 34 3402 Furrow 3403 Post-medieval 1:4 Roof tile (9g) 
  3406 Furrow 3407 Post-medieval 4:61 Roof tile (34g); clay pipe (3g); vessel 

glass (12g) 
  3413 Ditch 3414 -  Animal bone (3g) 
 35 3502 Pond 3503 Roman 7:118 Animal bone (3177g) 
  3502 Pond 3504 Roman 18:300 Animal bone (529g); iron nail (6g); burnt 

stone (23g) 
  3502 Pond 3505 Roman 1:16 Animal bone (40g) 
  3502 Pond 3508 Roman 6:121 Animal bone (5g) 
  3509 Ditch 3512 Roman 4:79  
  3510 Make-up layer 3510 Roman 4:35 Animal bone (1425g) 
  3518 Pond 3519 Roman 1:2  
  3531 Pit 3532 Roman 3:19 Roof tile (165g); animal bone (2g) 
  3531 Pit 3534 -  Animal bone (626g) 
 36 3601 Make-up layer 3601 Post-medieval  Roof tile/brick (4g); window glass (1g) 
  3604 Furrow 3606 - 1:6 Animal bone (1g) 
  3617 Make-up layer 3617 Roman 1:52 Animal bone (84g); brick fragment (127g) 
  3618 Furrow 3619 - 1:1  
  3620 Make-up layer 3620 Post-medieval 5:15 Roof tile (40g); clay pipe (3g) 
 37 3702 Ditch 3703 -  Animal bone (4g) 

3 40 4005 Ditch 4006 Medieval 1:4  
 41 4107 Land drain 4110 Modern  Land drain (40g) 
 43 4306 Tree-throw 4307 -  Animal bone (198g) 
  4311 Ditch 4312 Post-medieval 2:7  
     Total 104:1525  

* - spot date based on date of latest artefact in context            (sherd count : weight in grammes) 

Table 1: Finds Summary by Trench and Feature 

6.2.2 Pottery 
One hundred and four pottery sherds, weighing 1.5kg were recovered.  These were 
examined by context and quantified using minimum sherd count and weight.  
Sherds are fairly small (average weight 15g) and in most cases, are abraded.  
Twenty-eight fabric types were identified using common names and type codes in 
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accordance with the Bedfordshire Ceramic Type Series, currently maintained by 
Albion Archaeology on behalf of Bedfordshire County Council.  Fabrics are listed 
below (Table 2) in chronological order.  Where possible, they have been correlated 
with the Roman and medieval/post-medieval pottery type series for Milton Keynes 
(respectively Marney 1989 and Mynard 1992).   
 

Fabric type Common name Sherd No. Context/Sherd No. 
Mid-late Iron Age    
Type F03  Grog and sand 2 (608):2 
Type F06B  (Fabric group 46) Medium grog 2 (3204):2 
Type F09  (Fabric group 46) Sand and grog 1 (2704):1 
Type F22 Grog and organic 23 (604):23 
Type F Non-specific Iron Age 1 (607):1 
Roman    
Type R05A  (Fabric groups 17; 41) Orange sandy 4 (3504):2, (3510):2 
Type R05B  (Fabric groups 17; 41) Fine orange sandy 1 (3510):1 
Type R06A  (Fabrics 12; 14b) Nene Valley greyware 1 (3504):1 
Type R06B  (Fabric group 3) Coarse greyware 6 (2800):1, (2803):3, (3504):1, (3508):1 
Type R06C  (Fabric group 3) Fine greyware 3 (3510):1, (3512):1, (3519):1 
Type R07B Sandy blackware 2 (3512):1, (3606):1 
Type R09A  (Fabric group 2) Pink grogged 20 (2800):1, (3204):1, (3503):4, (3504):9, 

(3505): 1, (3508):3, (3617):1 
Type R10B  Fine buff sandy 2 (3504):1, (3620):1 
Type R11D  (Fabric 24) Oxford colour coat 1 (3504):1 
Type R11F  (Fabric 4b) Oxford mortaria (red) 1 (2905) 
Type R12B  (Fabric 6) Nene Valley colour coat 1 (3620):1 
Type R13  (Fabric 1a) Shell 15 (2803):1, (2905):1, (3503):2, (3504):3, 

(3508):1, (3512):2, (3532):3, (3620):2 
Type R14 Sand (red-brown harsh) 1 (3508):1 
Type R38 Unknown colour coat 1 (3503):1 
Medieval    
Type C03 Fine sand 1 (4006):1 
Type C05 Sand (red margins) 1 (4312):1 
Type C Non-specific medieval 1 (3407):1 
Post-medieval/modern    
Type P01  (PM8) Glazed red earthenware 7 (204):1, (209):2, (611):1, (3403):1, (3407):1, 

(3620):1 
Type P03  (PM16) Black-glazed 

earthenware 
1 (3407):1 

Type P14 Blackware 1 (4312):1 
Type P30  (PM2) Staffordshire slipware 1 (3407):1 
Type P39 Mocha ware 2 (204):1, (209):1 
    
UNID Undatable 1 (3619):1 

Table 2: Pottery type series 

6.2.2.1 Pre-Roman 
The earliest pottery is of probable mid-late Iron Age date, and comprises 23 hand-
made grog and organic tempered sherds (298g) from a possible ovoid jar, 
recovered from the secondary fill of ditch [602], Area 1.  Two abraded grog and 
sand tempered body sherds (45g) of similar date occurred as residual finds in 
furrow [617]. 
 
Three highly abraded, unstratified late Iron Age grog tempered sherds (34g) 
derived from redeposited natural (2704) and colluvium (3204), Area 2.  
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6.2.2.2 Roman 
Pottery of 2nd–4th century date comprises 43 sherds (787g) and derives exclusively 
from features in Area 2, principally pond [3502], Trench 35.  Fabrics are 
predominantly of local manufacture and include pink grogged wares thought to 
derive from kilns at Caldecotte, reduced and oxidised sand tempered wares, and 
shelly wares, the latter possible products of the Harrold kilns in Bedfordshire.  
Regional imports are represented by single sherds of Nene Valley greyware and 
colour coat, and oxidised wares (colour coat and mortarium) from Oxfordshire.  
The pottery is abraded and highly fragmented, with few vessels being represented 
by more than single sherds.  Diagnostic forms are cordoned jars, ‘dog bowls’ jars 
with undercut, triangular and bifurcated rims, and a single mortarium.  Decoration 
is restricted to rilling on a shell tempered sherd. 

6.2.2.3 Post-Roman 
Two undiagnostic sand tempered sherds (9g), datable to the 12th–13th centuries and 
of probable local manufacture, were recovered from ditches [4005] and [4311], 
Area 3.  A highly abraded sherd (8g), identified as possible Potterspury ware, a 
regional import from Northamptonshire of 13th–15th century date, occurred as a 
residual find in post-medieval furrow [3406], Area 2. 
 
Pottery datable to the 17th–18th centuries was recovered from features (mainly 
furrows) in all Areas and comprises ten sherds weighing 225g.  Fabrics 
represented are lead and iron glazed earthenwares of local manufacture and one 
sherd of Staffordshire slipware.  Single sherds of Mocha ware, datable to the early 
19th century derived from wheel ruts [203] and drain [207], Area 1.   

6.2.3 Brick and Tile 

6.2.3.1 Roman 
Three abraded pieces of roof tile (tegulae) and a brick fragment (total weight 
464g) in sand (three examples) and shell tempered fabric types (one example) 
were recovered from ditch [2714], rubbish pit [3531] and make-up layer (3617), 
Area 2.  The brick fragment may have been deliberately reshaped as a large 
tessera for reuse in a mosaic floor. 

6.2.3.2 Post-Roman 
Features in Areas 1 (Trench 8) and 2 (Trenches 20, 27, 34 and 36) yielded twelve 
sand tempered flat roof tile fragments (299g) of late medieval/post-medieval date.  
All range in thickness between 13–15mm and two examples have partial square 
peg or nail holes. 
 
Two abraded brick fragments (14g) of uncertain date occurred as intrusive finds in 
Iron Age ditch [602], Area 1. 

6.2.4 Other Finds 
A worked flint flake with possible retouch derived from the fill of undated ditch 
[2708], an iron nail shank from Roman pond [3502] and two 17th–18th century clay 
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tobacco pipe stem fragments respectively from furrow [3406] and layer (3620), all 
in Area 2. 

6.2.5 Animal Bone 
The faunal assemblage comprises approximately 219 fragments weighing 6.1kg, 
and derives from features of Iron Age and Roman date in Areas 1 and 2 
respectively, and an undated Area 3 tree-throw.  The majority of the material was 
recovered from the fills of Roman pond [3502], which yielded nearly 4kg.  The 
assemblage comprises small pieces (average fragment weight 28g), although the 
material is not particularly abraded and generally survives in good condition.  
Diagnostic elements are predominantly long bones, although ribs, phalanges, 
vertebrae, teeth, mandible and skull fragments also occur.  Some of the long bones 
have been deliberately chopped.  Identifiable species are horse and cow. 

6.2.6 Environmental Samples 
Twenty samples ranging in volume between 10-40 litres were taken for the 
extraction of charred plant remains and other ecofactual evidence.  A 10 litre sub-
sample of each was processed in accordance with the Procedures Manual (Albion 
Archaeology 2001).  The flots were scanned and the results summarised in Table 
3.  All samples, with the exception of numbers 3, 31, 36 and 39, contain abundant 
modern root material.   
 

Area Sample Context-Feature Date Feature type Summary of flot contents  
1 1 (603)   [602] Undated Ditch Moderate charcoal and molluscs 
 2 (607)   [606] Mid-late Iron Age Ditch Moderate charcoal and molluscs.  Modern insect remains 
 3 (712)   [711] Undated Ditch Moderate charcoal and molluscs; sparse charred seeds 

2 27 (3703)   [3702] Undated Ditch Moderate charcoal and charred seeds 
 28 (3707)   [3706] Undated Ditch Moderate charrred seeds 
 29 (3503)   [3502] Roman Pond Moderate charcoal and charred seeds 
 30 (3504)   [3502] Roman Pond Moderate charcoal, charred seeds and molluscs 
 31 (3606)   [3604] Undated Furrow Moderate charcoal 
 32 (3103)   [3102] Undated Ditch Moderate charcoal 
 33 (3510) Roman Make-up layer Moderate charcoal, charred seeds and molluscs 
 34 (3511)   [3509] Roman Ditch Moderate charcoal and charred seeds 
 35 (3512)   [3509] Roman Ditch Moderate charcoal 
 36 (3620) Post-medieval Make-up layer Sterile 
 37 (3532)   [3531] Roman Rubbish pit Abundant charcoal and sparse molluscs 
 39 (3519)   [3518] Roman Pond Moderate charcoal and charred seeds 
 40 (3414)   [3413] Undated Ditch Moderate charcoal and charred seeds 
 41 (3305)   [3304] Undated Tree-throw Abundant charcoal and sparse molluscs 
 42 (2803)   [2802] Roman Pit Moderate charcoal, charred seeds and molluscs 
 43 (2903)   [2902] Post-medieval Furrow Moderate charred seeds, sparse charcoal and molluscs 

3 44 (4108)   [4107] Modern Land drain Moderate charred seeds 

Table 3: Summary of environmental samples 
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6.3 Appendix 3 – Column Sample Report 

6.3.1 Introduction 
A 65cm long column sample was collected from pond [3502] (contexts (3500), (3530), 
(3504), (3505) and (3501)) to assess its potential for pollen and plant macrofossil 
analyses. 

6.3.2 Methods 
The sample was unwrapped, examined, photographed and described.  In addition, three 
samples were placed in water on a glass slide and examined under a microscope, firstly 
scanned at a magnification of x20 and then checked at x200. 

6.3.3 Results 

6.3.3.1 Description of core 
Depth in cm from top of column 
0-4  Very dark grey (5Y 3/1), stony silt. 
4-13 Very dark grey (5Y 3/1), slightly humic silt with some coarser sand grains 

and occasional charcoal fragments. Fine rootlets present. 
13-21 Dark olive grey (5YR 3/2) slightly humic silt with occasional sand grains, 

fine rootlets and occasional charcoal. 
21-32 Very dark greyish brown (2.5YR 4/2)) silty clay. 
32-41  Very dark greyish brown (2.5 Y 3/2) clay 
41-55 Olive grey (5Y4/2) clay with occasional light olive brown ((2.5Y5/4) 

mottling. 
55-65 Dark greyish brown ((2.5Y 4/2) silty clay and light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) 

mottles. 

6.3.3.2 Microscopic examination of samples 
Sample from layer 4-13 cm 
This is a very minerogenic, silty deposit with quite a lot of very fine (dust-like) charcoal 
and humic staining which appears to have given this layer its darker colour.  Other 
organic components appear to be absent. 
 
Sample from layer 13-21 cm 
This is similar to above, although even less organic in nature.  There is slightly less very 
fine charcoal, but some very rare phytoliths were observed.  
 
Sample from layer 55-65 cm 
Highly minerogenic and more clayey in character than samples from higher up in the 
core.  A scatter of fine charcoal is still present.  

6.3.4 Statement of potential 
Infilling of the pond appears to have occurred as a result of natural silting-in rather than 
accumulation of organic or other materials.  The pond deposits, as sampled in the column 
sample, appear to be largely sterile, and therefore have little/no potential for palynological 
or plant macrofossil analyses.  They are highly minerogenic, and with the exception of a 
few fine rootlets, humic staining, fine dust-like charcoal and very rare phytoliths, there is 
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little organic matter present.  No pollen, diatoms, plant or insect macrofossils were 
observed.  The general lack of organic components strongly suggests that chemical 
preparation methods would not be worthwhile undertaking as pollen or other analyses 
would almost certainly encounter major problems of differential preservation.  No further 
work on pollen or plant macrofossils is recommended.  However, as the deposits are very 
minerogenic in character, there is a possibility that a soils investigation may be more 
productive.   
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Figure 1:  Site location map 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 100017358.. © Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 2:  Area 1 trial trench locations overlaid onto geophysical interpretation plot 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 100017358.. © Crown Copyright. 

Geophysics plot produced  by Bartlett-Clark Consultancy for Archaeologica Ltd. 
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Figure 3:  Areas 2 and 3 trial trench locations overlaid onto geophysical interpretation plot 
Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 100017358.. © Crown Copyright. 

Geophysics plot produced  by Bartlett-Clark Consultancy for Archaeologica Ltd. 
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Figure 4: Area 1 Trenches 5 and 6; all features 
plan and ditch sections 
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Figure 5:  Area 1 Trial trenches overlaid onto geophysics plot, 
including previous excavation in the vicinity 

Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office,  
by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 100017358. © Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 6: Trenches 35 and 36; all features 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS 

Licence No. 076465(LA). © Crown Copyright. 

Figure 6: Area 2 Trenches 35 and 36; all features plan 
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Figure 7:  Area 2 Trenches 35 and 36;  
selected sections 

1m

3500 

3530 
3508 

3503 

3504

3505

[3502]

3507

[3506]

72.67m OD

SE

NW 

3500 

3535 

3534 

3533 
3532 

[3531] 

3539 

71.41m OD 

NW 
SE 

3500

3529
3539 

[3538] 

3510 

3511 
3512 

[3509] 

3501 3514 3515 

3524 
[3513] 

SE
NW 

71.64m OD

Section 3 - ditches 

Section 4 - pond 

Section 5 – pit with burnt material 

Stones

[4238] Feature Number

4239 

Context Numbers 

Topsoil 

layers 
Fills 

Key to Section Drawings

4200 

4201 4202 

4240 
4246 

Limit of 
excavation 

Tile/brick 
Mortar 
Pottery 

Charcoal



 
Albion Archaeology  
 
 

Campbell Park and Site G (Newlands), Central Milton Keynes, Milton Keynes  
Archaeological Field Evaluation 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                        
 

Figure 8: Area 2, showing  trenches, 
previous excavations,  geophysics 

and palaeochannel 
 

Base map reproduced  from the Ordnance Survey Map with the 
permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  
Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, 

Bedford. OS Licence No. 100017358.. © Crown Copyright. 
Geophysics plot produced  by Bartlett-Clark Consultancy for 

Archaeologica Ltd. 
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Figure 9: Area 2, showing  ridge and 
furrow plough marks of Medieval field 

system 
 (from Croft and Mynard 1993) 

 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the 

permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office,  
by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence 

No. 100017358. © Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 10: Area 2 overlaid onto 
1885 OS map 

Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the 
permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery 

Office,  
by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS 

Licence No. 100017358. © Crown Copyright. 
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Plate 1: Roman ditch [602] in Trench 6 

Plate 2: Roman ditches [3509] and [3513] in Trench 35 
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Figure 2:  Area 1 Trial trenches overlaid onto geophysics plot, 
including previous excavation in the vicinity 

Plate 3: Roman pond [3502] in Trench 35 
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Plate 4:  Roman pit [3531] with burnt fills in Trench 35 

Plate 5:  Edge of palaeochannel [4203] in Trench 42 


