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Preface

Every effort has been made in the preparation isfdocument to provide as complete an
assessment as possible, within the terms of tlefigpgion. All statements and opinions
in this document are offered in good faith. AlbAnchaeology cannot accept
responsibility for errors of fact or opinion resinigj from data supplied by a third party,

or for any loss or other consequence arising framisions or actions made upon the
basis of facts or opinions expressed in this docume

The project was commissioned by Morgan Sindalbplbehalf of Robert Bloomfield
Academy and was monitored on behalf of the Locahfthg Authority by Martin Oake
(Central Bedfordshire Council Archaeologist).

The fieldwork was undertaken by Mark Phillips (FajOfficer), who also prepared this
report. The illustrations are by Joan LightningAD Technician). All Albion projects
are under the overall management of Drew Sho@fi€rations Manager).

Albion Archaeology

St Mary's Church

St Mary’s Street

Bedford.

MK42 0AS

%@ : 0300 300 8141

Fax: 0300 300 8209

e-mail: office@albion-arch.com
Website: www.albion-arch.com

Version History

Version Issue date Reason for re-issue
1.0 27/11/2014 n/a
Key Terms

Throughout this document the following terms orraviations are used:

DA Development Area

HER Historic Environment Record

CBCA Central Bedfordshire Council Archaeologists

WSI Written Scheme of Investigation
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Non-Technical Summary

Planning permission (CB/14/02363/FULL) was granbgdCentral Bedfordshire
Council for the demolition of temporary classrocamsl the construction of a new
two-storey classroom block at Robert Bloomfielddesay, Shefford,
Bedfordshire. The development lies in an archagiolily sensitive area close to
a focus of Roman settlement (HER 379). A condiggniring a programme of
archaeological investigation was attached to thenpiing permission. Albion
Archaeology was commissioned by Morgan Sindallgidyehalf of Robert
Bloomfield Academy, to carry out the archaeologigalks.

Archaeological monitoring of construction worksihe potential to impact on
archaeological remains was carried out between Z9¢ttober and 4th November
2014. The groundworks consisted of a trench maag®8m by 11m for the new
classroom block and additional linear trenches iced services.

The soil profile (from the top) consisted of: mapleund associated with modern
building works; topsoil; subsoil across the westlarorthern part of the area; and
undisturbed clay geology. No archaeological featuwere identified and no pre-
modern artefacts were found during monitoring @ ¢fnound reduction or from
scanning spoil. The absence of subsoil in thelsantl east of the trench suggests
that the area has been subject to ground reducpoobhably during levelling of

the playground and playing field.

The results from this investigation, reinforcedthg results of previous trial
trench evaluations on this side of the school cempliggest that the Roman
settlement focus was located to the north of thveldpment area.

The project archive will be deposited with Bedfttdseum (accession no.
BEDFM 2014.57). This report will be uploaded ottte Archaeology Data
Service’s OASIS website (OASIS ID no. albionar1309).
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INTRODUCTION

11

1.2

Planning Background

Morgan Sindall plc, on behalf of Robert Bloomfiéddademy, was granted
planning permission (CB/14/02363/FULL) for the déinan of three temporary
classrooms and the construction of a new two-stol@ssroom block at Robert
Bloomfield Academy, Shefford, Bedfordshire (Figdne

A heritage assessment (Albion Archaeology 2014a@)amed in support of the
planning application identified heritage assetthavicinity of the development
area (DA). The archaeological background datecatds the presence of high-
status Roman settlement (including an aisled mgldpossible temple and
cemetery) a short distance to the north-west oDthe

The Central Bedfordshire Council Archaeologist (@8@dvised that the
development was located within a heritage assét avithaeological interest.
Accordingly a condition was attached to the plagréonsent requiring the
implementation of a programme of archaeologicaéstigation as a consequence
of the development. This is in line with natiop&nning guidelines in the form
of Policy 141 of the National Planning Policy Frameek (NPPF) and local Policy
45 of the Development Strategy for Central Bedfbnes(revised pre-submission
version, June 2014). The CBCA issued a brief oatjtheir requirement for a
programme of archaeological works (CBC 2014).

Albion Archaeology was commissioned by Morgan Sihpla, on behalf of
Robert Bloomfield Academy, to carry out the archag@al works in accordance
with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) (Albi@014b) prepared in
response to the CBCA's brief. The WSI detailedrtrethodology for
archaeological observation, investigation and riogrof any archaeological
remains and a programme of post-fieldwork analysisorting and archiving.

This report presents the results of the archaecdbgbservations.

Site Location, Topography and Geology

The small town of Shefford lies in the eastern pa€entral Bedfordshire on the
A600 from Bedford to Hitchin. The rivers Flit afit pass through the town from
the west and south, converging to become parteoRikier Ivel in the east.

The Robert Bloomfield Academy is located in the t@gs part of the town
between modern housing estates to the south &rtiphill Road and arable
fields to the north of the A505. The DA lies irethouthern part of the school
grounds, in between the current sports field ahbbek of classrooms built in the
last few years.

The DA is centred on grid reference TL 1386 3864 laes on fairly level ground
atc. 45m OD. The underlying geology is Gault Mudstorerlain by the
Lowestoft Formation of sands and gravels (ContBimssh Geological Survey
materials ©NERC [2014])

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford, Bedfordshire: 4
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1.3

Archaeological Background

The Robert Bloomfield Academy is located withinaaea of known
archaeological remains related to late Iron AgRdman occupation (HER 379)
(Figures 2 and 3), The development that formssthgect of this report is located
to the south-east of the main focus of Roman seéie.

Ampthill Road, to the north, is on the same ENE-W&8Nynment as a suggested
Roman road (HER5342) running from Flitwick to Sloeff. Another suggested
Roman road (HER717) from Shefford to Bedford méedsa T-junction to the
north of the DA.

Both the academy and adjacent Shefford Lower Scited have been subject to
archaeological investigation since the late 19ttty and in particular over the
last few years during previous construction workhwm the school grounds.

Archaeological remains of Roman occupation west fientified by local
antiquarian Thomas Inskip in the 1820s, during graxtraction south of
Ampthill Road (Luke, Preece and Wells 2010, 270-2iid HER 379). Here, he
identified what he believed to be a walled Romanetery (Inskip 1850). The
cemetery included cremation burials, grave goodsiciing complete pottery
vessels, such as Samian ware and amphora, assigtiss and bronze vessels
with coins and other metal objects. In the 183@%kip examined an area south-
east of the cemetery (Dryden 1845) and discovegambaible rectangular Roman
building, interpreted at the time as a temple.

During levelling of the school field in 1940, thenmains of a Roman building were
identified by Edgar Gray (recorded in the Victo@iaunty History). Simco
believed this building was the same as that preslyoclaimed by Inskip as a
temple (Simco 1984). Artefacts and material of Romate continued to be
recovered during the construction of a school esttenin 1976.

In the last twenty years a range of archaeolognsastigations have been
undertaken by Albion Archaeology within the aredhef Roman settlement,
including field evaluations, watching briefs anceo@rea excavations (Albion
project numbers 244, 365, 412, 445, 583, 665, 8%3,and 893). The results of
these investigations are summarised by Luke, Praedé&Vells (2010), who also
summarise and reinterpret the results of earligstigations in the light of the
recent work.

The earliest firm evidence for settlement was afttrm of a substantial ditch,
which possibly originated in the late Iron Age battinued in use throughout the
Roman period (Luke et al. 2010, 323 and fig. 1&8)post-built building, pits and
gullies dated to the Roman period were also locadédn the settlement
enclosure during an investigation carried out if2Quke et al. 2010, fig. 6).

A second enclosure was located to the west of silflesouteway and this
contained a large number of quarry pits and a dogb(Luke et al. 2010, fig. 6).
The investigations recovered a substantial quaatijgoman pottery, ceramic
building material, along with mortar and paintedgtér indicating the presence of
a high status building

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford, Bedfordshire: 5
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1.4

15

More recent archaeological investigations have pred further evidence of
archaeological remains within the Lower School @ilavell 2010, Jones 2012
and Albion Archaeology 2014). A large expanse ofrfan quarry pitting,
boundary ditches and traces of medieval ridge amgw cultivation were
identified within two playground areas. Whilst @stigation of a tank area and
drainage trenches identified an extensive Romandbemy, which is likely to have
defined the western limit of the settlement’s dotied®cus (Luke et al. 2010).

The results of the archaeological interventionggssgthat the main concentration
of Roman remains, including an aisled building aadbled surface (EDB394),
are situated to the north and north-west of the BPidwever, a ditch dated to the
Roman period was found to the north containing dsiimelebris suggestive of
domestic occupation (Albion Archaeology 2007); &eotditch was found to the
north-west (Walker 2007). No remains dated to pleisod were identified during
evaluation on land to the west of the school (RtajzR2336).

Robert Bloomfield Academy is also on the westergeedf the historic town of
Shefford. The archaeological background of thentesssummarised in the
Extensive Urban Survey Assessment for Shefford f@ddhire County Council
2003).

Other archaeological remains comprise traces ofematridge and furrow (HER
19881) cultivation and post-medieval pits (HER 1®8&lentified during
evaluation to the west of the school (Project CR33 likely continuation of
the ridge and furrow was also identified duringer@dnvestigations on the west
side of the school (SLS2012).

Project Objectives

The general objectives of the investigation werddtermine: the date, nature and
extent of any activity or occupation within the dlapment area; the relationship
of any remains found to the surrounding contempdeardscapes; and to recover
palaeo-environmental remains to determine localrenmnental conditions.

A number of specific research objectives were diftned in the WSI. These
were focused on the potential for Iron Age and Romenains and were derived
from the local and regional research agendas (BGtan& 1997), (Brown and
Glazebrook 2000), (Oaket al2007) and (Medlycott 2011).

No Iron Age or Roman remains were identified duting archaeological
monitoring of the development. The full resultslod investigation are presented
below.

Methodology

The methodology for the archaeological works isosetin full in the WSI (Albion
2014). Archaeological monitoring of the groundwsot&ok place between 29th
October and 4th November 2014.

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford, Bedfordshire: 6
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The trench for the piling mat measured 48m nortitigal 1m east-west and was
0.56-1.1m deep. It reached the level of undistideological clay across its full
extent.

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford, Bedfordshire: 7
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RESULTS

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

The results of the fieldwork are summarised belod are illustrated in Figure 4.

Geological Deposit

The undisturbed geology consisted of light greeqisty or yellowish clay (4). It
was exposed across the whole of the piling mattrevith an upper surface at a
depth of between 44.67—-44.54m OD.

Subsoil

A layer of subsoil (3) extended across the majaritithe piling mat trench and
was seen in the base of the re-routed servicehesno the north-west of the main
trench. It was mid yellowish-brown silty clay witttcasional small stones.

Subsoil was absent at the eastern side of the tmeaioh. Along the western side
it varied from 200mm thick at the north (FigureSgction D) to a maximum of
400mm thick in the middle (Figure 4, Section Cadyrally thinning to the south
where it ran out approximately 15m from the souttl ef the main trench.

The subsoil is likely to be a former ploughing/otdtion layer. The absence of
the deposit in the east and south of the developarea suggests that the playing
field and playground area may have been subjemtaiond reduction or levelling
in the modern period.

Topsoil

A layer of topsoil (2) was found across the ark#aonsisted of dark grey-brown
clay silt with occasional small-medium stones, samaal flecks of charcoal, small
fragments of brick and tile and transfer-printedtgy (not collected). It occurred
at the surface in the northern part of the devekurarea (Figure 4, Section D)
where it was up to 340mm thick. In section alamgwestern side of the trench, it
was covered by recent made ground (Figure 4, Secficand C) and at the
eastern side it was overlain by make-up for thggraund (Figure 4, Section B).

Modern Made Ground

Layers of recent made ground (1) were found albegeastern side of the trench
and in the southern half of the western side otrévech. The material at the east
was associated with the construction of the playgdo(Figure 4, Section B). The
material at the west is associated with the regeathstructed gymnasium on this
side of the trench (Figure 4, Sections A, C and®B® The material along the
western side included re-deposited natural clayedlsas modern debris
associated with construction works.

Modern Intrusions

Modern intrusions included a water pipe running@moaccess pit at the south of
the trench and another service trench running adreswidth of the trench.

A tile drain of relatively recent construction walggned north-south along the
middle of the trench. It contained a wide, circidaction clay pipe in a clean

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford, Bedfordshire: 8
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gravel fill. Remains of some earlier tile drainere found in the mid part of the
trench.

At the north, a NE-SW aligned, flat-based, linezattire crossed the north-west
corner of the trench; it appeared to be moderrate.dlts fill consisted of material
identical to the subsoil layer (3) and it contailmedasional small fragments of
post-medieval/modern brick or tile.

Two modern service trenches across the north-wasppthe trench were dug out
and the services re-routed around the edge ofatvebuilding.

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford, Bedfordshire: 9
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3. CONCLUSIONS

No archaeological features were identified durimg archaeological observation.
Features cut into the subsoil and geological déposnsisted of tile drains (land-
drains) and modern service trenches. Close mamjfaf the groundworks and
scanning of the spoil failed to identify any pre-dem artefacts.

The level of archaeological visibility was good lwihachining carried out with a
toothless bucket down to the undisturbed geologlepbsit. Some discrete areas
of disturbance were present due to the removatkepdree roots but they were not
extensive enough to mask the presence of any mignifarchaeological remains.
Other areas of disturbance caused by intrusiveifeatvere limited to modern
service trenches. In the eastern and southerroptireé development area the lack
of subsoil suggests that these parts of the sitelraae been truncated in the past,
probably for the levelling of the playground andyphg field.

The results from this investigation, reinforcedtbg results of previous trial
trench evaluations on this side of the school, sagthat the Roman settlement
focus was located to the north of the developmesd.a

The project archive will be deposited with Bedfdidseum (accession no.
BEDFM 2014.57). This report will be uploaded otite Archaeology Data
Service’s OASIS website (OASIS ID no. albionar1-399).

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford, Bedfordshire: 10
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5. APPENDIX 1: OASIS SUMMARY

OASISID: albionar 1-190309

Project details
Project name Robert Bloomfield Academy, SheffordifBedshire

Short description Planning permission was granted by Central Bedfarel€Pouncil for the

of the project demolition of temporary classrooms and the constn®f a new two-storey
classroom block at Robert Bloomfield Academy, Sheff@edfordshire. The
development lies in an archaeologically sensitieaalose to a focus of Roman
settlement (HER 379). A condition requiring a progneerof archaeological
investigation was attached to the planning permissidbion Archaeology was
commissioned by Morgan Sindall plc, on behalf obBa@ Bloomfield Academy,
to carry out the archaeological works. The work ideldi a Heritage Assessment.
Archaeological monitoring of construction works wikfe tpotential to impact on
archaeological remains was carried out. The grounksvoonsisted of a trench
measuring 58m by 11m for the new classroom blockaatitional linear
trenches to divert services. The soil profile cetesd of: made-ground associated
with modern building works; topsoil; subsoil acrdss tvest and northern part of
the area; and undisturbed clay geology. No archgawbfeatures were
identified and no pre-modern artefacts were founthdumonitoring of the
ground reduction or from scanning spoil. The absarfcsubsoil in the south and
east of the trench suggests that the area hassbhbgtt to ground reduction,
probably during levelling of the playground andyptay field. The results from
this investigation, reinforced by the results af\ypous trial trench evaluations on
this side of the school complex suggest that the&wosettlement focus was
located to the north of the development area.

Project dates Start: 29-10-2014 End: 04-11-2014
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work
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project reference  BEDFM 2014.57 - Museum accession 1D
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Prompt National Planning Policy Framework - NPPF
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Country England

Site location BEDFORDSHIRE MID BEDFORDSHIRE SHEFFORD Rol@oomfield
Academy

Study area 528.00 Square metres

Site coordinates TL 1386 3867
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Figure4: All features plan

Photo 1: Genera view from south end of trench
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