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Non-Technical Summary 
Planning consent (1301838OUT) was granted for the construction of a care home on 
land at Ferrars Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire. 
 
One of the conditions of the consent related to archaeology was to implement a 
scheme of archaeological work, the initial phase of which was to comprise 
archaeological field evaluation in the form of trial trenching.  This was in accordance 
with advice provided to the Local Planning Authority by their advisors, 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s Historic Environment Team.  
 
The trial trenching took place between 27th January and 6th February 2015.  Six 
trenches were opened across the site.  Archaeological features were revealed in all 
but one of the trenches. 

 
The features comprised mainly quarry pits which are believed to originate from the 
post-medieval period.   

 
A small number of residual pottery sherds dating to the Saxo-Norman and medieval 
periods were found, suggesting that there was possibly Saxo-Norman and medieval 
activity in the area.  However, any physical evidence for its presence has been 
disturbed and/or completely removed by subsequent activity on site. 

 
Other features and deposits of post medieval/modern date include a ditch, a pond, 
basement structure and layers of dumped material. 

 
The results of the trial trenching suggest that the evaluation area was extensively used 
during the post-medieval and modern periods for quarrying and then as the site for 
industrial/manufacturing premises.   

 
As such, the development area has no potential to add to our understanding of the 
development of towns in the medieval period or earlier, and very limited potential to 
contribute to our knowledge of the development of industry in the post-medieval 
period. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 
Planning permission (1301838OUT) was granted by Huntingdonshire District 
Council for site clearance and the erection of a care home (Class C2) and 
individual living units with associated car parking and access at Ferrars Road, 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire. 
 
Condition no. 17 on the planning consent required the implementation of a 
scheme of archaeological work.  The Local Planning Authority’s (LPA) 
archaeological advisors, Cambridgeshire County Council’s Historic 
Environment Team (HET), indicated that the initial phase of work should 
comprise archaeological field evaluation.  A brief was issued by the HET for 
archaeological evaluation in the form of trial trenching (HET 2014).   
 
The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the potential impact of the 
proposed development on any archaeological remains in order to devise an 
appropriate mitigation strategy, if necessary. 
 
The trial trenching was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of 
Investigation (WSI) (Albion Archaeology 2014) that was approved by the 
HET prior to commencement of fieldwork. 

1.2 Site Location, Topography and Geology 
Huntingdon is a small town situated on the north bank of the braided channels 
of the River Great Ouse, in mid-west Cambridgeshire. The principal axis of 
the old town is formed by the A141 which has a roughly north-west to south-
east orientation, following the route of the Roman road known as Ermine 
Street. 
 
The c. 0.39ha site lies on the north-western edge of the old town, between 
Ferrars Road and the recently constructed link road, Edison Bell Way, and is 
centred on national grid reference TL2343/7202 (Figure 1).  
 
The site was formerly occupied by industrial premises which have now been 
largely demolished, with the exception of a few surviving structures to the east 
of the site.  
 
The ground is generally flat comprising mainly impermeable concrete and 
tarmac surfaces associated with the demolished industrial units.  The ground 
height falls from around 13m OD in the south to 11m OD in the north-east 
with the geology of the area comprising Oxford clay overlain by river terrace 
sand and gravel. 

1.3 Archaeological Background 
The principal focus of Roman settlement was at the town of ‘Durovigutum’ on 
the site of what is now Godmanchester on the other side of the River Great 
Ouse.  This was situated on the Roman road known as Ermine Street, 
constructed in the 1st–2nd centuries AD to link the major towns of London, 
Lincoln and York.  Some roadside settlement may have continued northwards 
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alongside the course of the road towards Huntingdon, but land to the north of 
the River Great Ouse is generally thought to have been mainly used for 
agriculture. 
 
The town of Huntingdon has its origins in the middle-late Saxon period, 
located as it was at the crossing of important road and river routes.  It was 
captured and fortified by the Danes in the late 9th century, then recaptured by 
Edward the Elder in 921.  The burh or borough was located on the north side 
of the river.  It never became a double-burh like Bedford or other nearby 
towns, though it is likely to have had a bridge and possibly small defensive 
works around the bridgehead on the southern side of the river.  The main axis 
of the town was formed by the pre-existing Ermine Street, which continued in 
use as a major routeway.  By the end of the 10th century the town had its own 
market and mint and was the administrative centre for the county of 
Huntingdonshire. 
 
Huntingdon continued to expand and flourish north along Ermine Street into 
the medieval period.  At Domesday, the town was divided into four wards and 
had 156 burgesses.  A castle was built near the river in 1068, within the 
existing town.  The height of prosperity was reached in the 13th century but 
the 14th century is generally thought to have been the start of a period of 
decline for Huntingdon.  The late medieval and post-medieval periods saw 
contraction of the town and reversion to agriculture of former areas of 
settlement.  
 
In the immediate vicinity of the site, the HER records an archaeological 
investigation carried out in 2011 prior to the construction of the Edison Bell 
Way link road to the west of the site (MCB19575/ECB3573).  A series of test 
pits confirmed the presence of well preserved archaeological deposits and 
features dating to the medieval and late medieval periods.  Features uncovered 
included floors, pits and remains of timber structures and a single infant burial.  
 
Also of note to the north is the site of the medieval Church of St Andrew 
(HER02599).  The church was in existence before 1086 but was in a state of 
decay by the 16th century.  

1.4 Project Objectives 
Archaeological evidence from the surrounding area indicated that there was 
the potential for the survival of archaeological remains of medieval and later 
date within the proposed development site.   
 
The objective of the evaluation was to provide information on any 
archaeological remains present and to enable an appropriate mitigation 
strategy to be formulated, if necessary. 
 
Information on the following was required: 

• The location, extent, nature, preservation and date of any 
archaeological features or deposits that were present. 

• Determining the amount of truncation that may have affected any 
remains, and whether palaeosoils or ‘B’ horizons were present. 
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This report also examines the significance of the results with reference to 
regional research frameworks.  Relevant research frameworks are Research 
and Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England 
(Medlycott 2011). 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

The trial trenching took place between 27th January and 6th February 2015.  
Six trenches that measured 20m long and 2m wide were opened across the site 
(Figure 2).  
 
The trenches were opened by a tracked excavator, operated by an experienced 
driver under close archaeological supervision.  The upper part of the 
overburden in all trenches comprised impermeable concrete and brick 
surfaces/structures which were removed using a combination of a breaker and 
a toothed bucket.  This was followed by removal of the lower part of the 
overburden using a flat-edged ditching bucket.  The mechanical excavation 
ceased at the top of archaeological deposits or undisturbed geological deposits, 
whichever were encountered first. 
 
Any potential archaeological features were cleaned, excavated by hand and 
recorded using Albion Archaeology’s pro forma sheets.  All deposits were 
assigned a unique context number commencing at 100 for Trench 1, 200 for 
Trench 2 etc.  Each trench was subsequently drawn and photographed as 
appropriate. 
 
As part of the evaluation works programme, soil horizon artefact sampling 
was undertaken to test the site for archaeological artefacts within surviving 
buried soil horizons. This comprised ‘bucket sampling’ of separate soil 
horizons. 
 
During mechanical excavation a machine bucket of the buried soil, if present, 
was set aside at both ends of each trench.  These samples were subject to 
manual sorting for artefacts.  Encountered artefacts were processed and 
quantified during the course of the trial trench evaluation and the results were 
made available to the HET and included in the report.   
 
The project adhered throughout to the standards prescribed in the following 
documents: 
 
• Albion 

Archaeology 
Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwork (2nd edn, 
2001). 

• ALGAO (east) Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England 
• Archaeological 

Archives Forum 
Archaeological Archives: A Guide to best practice in 
creation, compilation, transfer and curation (2nd ed. 
2011) 

• Cambs. County 
Council 

Deposition of Archaeological Archives in 
Cambridgeshire (CCC 14/05/14). 
Management of Research Projects in the Historic 
Environment (MoRPHE) (2009) 

• English 
Heritage 

Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory and 
practice of methods, from sampling and recovery to 
post-excavation. 2nd ed. (2011) 
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• HET Brief for Archaeological Evaluation: Land between 
Ferrars Road and Edison Bell Way, Huntingdon. 
November 28, 2014. 
By-Laws and Code of Conduct • CIfA 
Standard and Guidance for archaeological field 
evaluation (2008) and finds (2008) 

 

The archive of finds and records generated during the project will be deposited 
with the Cambridgeshire County Council Archaeology Store under event 
number ECB4332. 
 
Details of the project and its findings will be submitted to the Archaeology 
Data Service’s OASIS database under reference number albionar1-198506. 
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3. RESULTS 

3.1 Introduction 
All deposits found during the investigations are described below and shown in 
Figures 2 and 3.  Archaeological features revealed comprised ten quarry pits, 
one ditch, a basement structure and two dump deposits.  Trench 1 contained no 
archaeological remains or subsoil.  Detailed information on all features and 
deposits can be found in Appendix 1.   

3.2 Overburden and Undisturbed Geological Deposits 
Trenches were situated in an area associated with largely demolished industrial 
premises that had been surfaced in concrete and tarmac. 
 
Below these surfaces were make-up layers that had been laid down over a 
reduced ground surface.  In Trenches 2, 4 and 6 these deposits were underlain 
by a dark thin layer that contained moderate amounts of clinker and cinders.  
Topsoil was completely removed leaving only buried subsoil, which survived 
in a few places as a 0.1–0.68m-thick layer. 
 
Geological strata varied from mid yellow-brown to dark blue in colour and 
from sandy gravel to clay in composition.    

3.3 Residual Saxo-Norman and Medieval Artefacts 
Evidence for Saxo-Norman activity comprised two abraded pottery sherds (St 
Neots-type ware and Stamford ware: 4g), recovered from quarry pits [215], 
Trench 2 and [506], Trench 5.  The latter pit also produced an undiagnostic 
sherd of oxidised sandy calcareous coarseware (6g), datable to the medieval 
period.  The sherd retains part of an applied strip, and may derive from a jug.  
Two developed St Neots-type ware sherds (9g) of early medieval date were 
recovered from quarry pit [405], Trench 4.  A glazed late medieval oxidised 
sherd (19g) was recovered from a ‘bucket sample’ taken from the northern end 
of Trench 3.  It was assigned to the uppermost fill of quarry pit [315] due to 
patchy survival of the subsoil in this area, which did not exceed 0.2m in depth.   
 
These artefacts are believed to be residual in their stratigraphic context as they 
were recovered from archaeological remains that are interpreted as being of 
post-medieval or later origin.  
 
This suggests that there possibly was Saxo-Norman and medieval activity in 
the area but physical evidence for its presence may have largely been disturbed 
or/and completely removed by subsequent activity on site. 

3.4 Post-Medieval Features  
Three quarry pits across the site are identified as post-medieval in date: one in 
the south – [215] in Trench 2; one in the centre – [405] in Trench 4; and one in 
the north-west – [506] in Trench 5.  They all shared similar steep to near 
vertical-sided profiles and covered extensive areas, i.e. 3.3–13.5m long and 
0.55–0.95m+ deep.  They extended beyond the limits of the trenches.  All 
were infilled by a sequence of alternately dumped material derived from 
redeposited topsoil and geological horizons.   
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Pit [506] produced a post-medieval clay tobacco pipe stem fragment (7g) and a 
piece of Gault clay flat roof tile (25g).  Two residual Saxo-Norman and 
medieval pottery sherds derived from the same feature (see section 3.3).   

3.5 Undated Features 
Six quarry pits and one ditch produced no dating evidence.  The former 
remains were located: in the south [208] in Trench 2; in the south-east [315] 
and [316] in Trench 3; in the centre [412] and [418] in Trench 4; and in the 
west [513] in Trench 5.  It is possible that remains [315] and [316] were parts 
of the same feature, separated by a 4.5m-long gap that remained unexcavated 
due to the presence of underground services.  In addition, pit [513] was 
truncated by post-medieval quarry [506], which may suggest the former quarry 
was backfilled as a result of digging the later one.  As quarry pits are generally 
believed to be short-lived features, it may indicate that pit [513] is also of post-
medieval date.  
 
All six pits shared similar elongated or irregular shapes in plan and were at 
least 1.25–16.8m+ long, extending beyond the confines of the trenches.  They 
mostly had vertical or steep-sided profiles and were 0.2–0.7m+ deep.  The 
deposits within them were similar to deposits found within other quarry pits 
identified as post-medieval in date; therefore, it is likely that these remains 
also originate from the post-medieval period.  Although the features produced 
no datable artefacts, pit [412] yielded faunal remains represented by 
indeterminate long bone and pelvis fragments (58g).   
 
The other undated feature was ditch [516] in Trench 5.  It had a concave 
profile that was 2.5m wide by 0.4m deep and was aligned on a NE-SW axis 
across the trench.  The ditch truncated quarry pit [506], which indicates its 
post-medieval or later origin. 

3.6 Modern Features 
The remains of a modern brick-built basement [605] were revealed in Trench 6 
in the north of site.  It was constructed from the level of modern make-up 
deposit (601) and backfilled prior to the construction of external surface (600). 
 
Another modern, but earlier, feature was revealed in the form of a possible 
pond [317] in Trench 3.  It was 6.2m+ long by 2m+ wide and covered the 
southern part of trench.  Hand excavation revealed an irregular near vertical 
side and a minimum depth of 0.62m.  The pond was stratigraphically later than 
pit [316] and it probably formed in another quarry pit.  Upper fill (305) 
produced two highly abraded tin-glazed earthenware sherds (9g) of 17th-
century date, and single sherds of 18th–19th-century salt-glazed stoneware and 
a creamware plate rim (11g).  Five pieces of animal bone (70g) represented by 
long bone and toothless mandible fragments were also collected.   
 
The most significant artefact recovered from the pond was a rectangular lead 
alloy and iron shoe buckle frame.  The pattern of iron corrosion products 
suggests the buckle had a separate combined pin and bar.  A similar 
arrangement of this pin and bar combination, thought to be typical of the 
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period 1720–1790 is known from Great Linford, Bucks. (Mynard, Zeepvat and 
Williams 1992, fig. 54 no. 49).   
 
Other modern deposits comprised dump materials (504) and (505) in Trench 5.  
These seem to have been deliberately deposited in an existing hollow at the 
top of quarry pit [506].  They were c. 0.1m thick and consisted of mid yellow-
brown to dark grey clay silts and contained occasional stone inclusions as well 
as moderate amounts of modern glass and ceramic debris.  Artefact samples 
retained from (505) comprised: 

•  a complete moulded straight-sided cylindrical necked mineral water 
bottle in blue-green clear glass, with an applied lip, an internal screw-
thread and bakelite stopper.  Probably datable to c. 1910–1930s.  

•  a complete moulded cylindrical necked bottle in blue-green clear 
glass, with an applied lip, an internal screw thread and bakelite stopper, 
and moulded text reading ‘Beck Chemist Huntingdon’.  Probably 
datable to c. 1910–1930s. 

• two rim sherds (64g) from a Hartley's-type stoneware preserve pot, and 
a brown stoneware vessel rim (29g), all of late 19th- to early 20th-
century date. 
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4. CONCLUSIONS 

Archaeological features were revealed in all of the trenches except Trench 1. 
 
The features comprised mainly quarry pits which are believed to originate 
from the post-medieval period.   
 
A small number of residual pottery sherds dating to the Saxo-Norman and 
medieval periods were found suggesting that there was possibly Saxo-Norman 
and medieval activity in the area.  However, any physical evidence for its 
presence has been disturbed and/or completely removed by subsequent activity 
on site. 
 
Other features and deposits of post medieval/modern date include a ditch, a 
pond, basement structure and layers of dumped material. 
 
The results of the trial trenching suggest that the site was extensively used 
during the post-medieval and modern periods for quarrying and then as the site 
for industrial/manufacturing premises.  
 
As such, the development area has no potential to add to our understanding of 
the development of towns in the medieval period (Medlycott 2011, 70), and 
very limited potential to contribute to our knowledge of the development of 
industry in the post-medieval period (Medlycott 2011, 78) 
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Figure 1: Site location and trench plan 
This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown Copyright. 

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Central Bedfordshire Council. Licence No. 100049029 (2011) 
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Figure 2: Trenching results 
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Figure 3: Selected images 

Trench 6 – looking north-west; 
1m scale 

Quarry pits [506] and [513] in Trench 5 
– looking south; 1m scale 

Quarry pit [316] and pond [317] in Trench 3 
– looking east; 1m scale 

Quarry pit [315] in Trench 3 – looking 
north; 1m scale 

Quarry pit [405] in Trench 4 – 
looking south-east; 1m scale 
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