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Non-technical Summary

Planning consent (CB/14/03450/FULL) was granteCleytral Bedfordshire Council
for the demolition of an existing outbuilding ame tconstruction of a new
outbuilding as a residential annexe to Harlingtoamér. Due to the potential for
archaeological remains on the site a condition \&tached to the planning consent,
requiring a programme of archaeological works. iAlbArchaeology was
commissioned to prepare a written scheme of inyatsbin and to undertake the
archaeological works. They were carried out in @&r 2015, during construction
groundworks for the new building.

Harlington Manor was built in the early 16th cengjuand was extended and modified
throughout the 17th to 20th centuries. The outhng that was demolished as part of
the development was first shown on the Harlingtoriasure map of 1810.

The uppermost deposits found within the footprirthe outbuilding consisted of
modern internal floor layers above a mixed gardeih ®ntaining some building
debris.

A brick hearth found towards the eastern end otihieding was contemporary with
the use of the outbuilding and was probably usdtett an adjacent greenhouse,
shown on the 1882 and 1901 Ordnance Survey maps.

Two features were found which predated the bridkwilding. These were an
ironstone rubble wall foundation and an adjacerdl&w ditch. These features were
on the same alignment as the short axis of theudldibg but extended beyond its
front wall, indicating that they are part of an d&iar arrangement. Bottle glass
recovered from the fill of the ditch includes omecp that can be dated t01790—
1820. It appears that the ditch was filled in @hd outbuilding was erected shortly
afterwards at the beginning of the 19th century.

A digital copy of this report will be uploaded oritee ADS Online Access to the Index
of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS ref: allaoh-170607) and the site archive
will be deposited with Luton Culture (accessionlddTNM 2014/05).
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1.2

Project Background

Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) granted planniegmission
(CB/14/03450/FULL) for the demolition of an exigioutbuilding (saving
materials for reuse) and the construction of a aethuilding as a residential
annexe to Harlington Manor.

A heritage statement (Albion 2013), submitted wité application, concluded
that there was moderate potential for the surnavahedieval remains, pre-
dating the current manor, alongside Westoning Roalde form of roadside
development and/or backyard activity. Such remamgd potentially be of
moderate significance.

In accordance with Policy 141 of thational Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) a condition (no. 2) was attached to therplanconsent to secure a
programme of archaeological investigation as aegusnce of the
development. Condition 2 read:

No development shall take place until a writtenesoh of archaeological
investigation; that includes post excavation analysd publication, has been
submitted to and approved in writing by the Lockriing Authority. The
development hereby approved shall only be implesdentfull accordance
with the approved archaeological scheme.

Reason: To record and advance understanding oféingage assets with
archaeological interest which will be unavoidabfeated as a consequence
of the development.

The CBC Archaeologist (CBCA) confirmed that a peogme of
archaeological observation, investigation, recaydanalysis and publication
would be required.

Albion Archaeology was commissioned by the clienptepare a written
scheme of investigation (Albion 2015) and to uralestthe archaeological
works. This report represents the findings ofdhehaeological monitoring
works.

Site Location and Description

Harlington is in southern Bedfordshie,5km north of Dunstable (Figure 1).
Harlington Manor is situated at the centre of tHage, on the junction of
Station Road with Westoning Road. It has largeigds to its rear, consisting
of an informal grassed garden, surrounded by anm&iedge and a brick wall.

A former stable complex lies to the north of thedgas. The outbuilding that
was subject to redevelopment was a brick, leanrtmtsire located within the
east of the former stable complex. It faced norito a yard area with its back
wall tied in with the high brick wall that surroumithe manor grounds.

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire: 5
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Harlington lies in an undulating landscape on tbghern slopes of the
Greensand Ridge. The underlying geology is Gamit@&ation mudstone with
superficial deposits of Oadby Member Diamicton br@awn to grey silty clay
with chalk and flint fragments and lenses of samdi gravet.

The site is at a height af 110m OD and the area of the development works is
centred on grid reference TL 03642 30478.

Archaeological and Historical Background

The planning application was accompanied by admgpistatement (Albion
2013), which provides an account of the archaeosdddiackground of the
development area (DA). In addition, the HistorrtvEEonment Record (HER)
has been checked for information added since th&ape statement was
prepared. The key elements are summarised below.

Prehistoric to Roman evidence is known from the.até consists of isolated
find-spots of Roman pottery and a coin but ther@se an Iron Age farmstead
and Roman villa complex. However, these lie sommtadce from the DA.

Anglo-Saxon burials were recorded during quarrah§heepwalk Hill. The
qguarry lies more than 500m to the south-west oftAeand the potential for
further burials or any remains dating to the An§lmxon period on the DA are
low.

Harlington consists of a series of hamlets thavadjinated in the medieval
period and Harlington Manor lies at the centraksroads of the main hamlet
just west of the parish church. Archaeologicaleaton and subsequent
works in advance of a residential developnerit60m south of the DA
uncovered evidence of early medieval settlememiigc{ASC 2011 and
2013). A series of pits contained pottery datirgnmty from the 12th to late
13th century with some residual Saxon and Saxo-ldarmaterial.

Harlington Manor was built in the early 16th cegtand was extended and
modified throughout the 17th—20th centuries, inglgdvork in the 1930s by
noted Bedfordshire architect Sir Albert Richardsdme manor is a Grade II*
listed building, and forms a historical complexetwer with its grounds and
ancillary buildings to the north.

The building subject to redevelopment is a leasttocture built against the
northern side of the large brick wall that surrasitite manor. It was
originally part of a farmyard complex in this arsad several former
agricultural buildings to its west also surviveheTlearliest detailed map of
Harlington (BARS ref. X24), which is dated to beddr750, does not include
this building (Figure 2). A building is shown dmg location on the 1810
enclosure map (BARS ref.MA45, Figure 3), indicatthgt the building
existed from at least the early 19th century. fitts¢ 25-inch Ordnance
Survey map, surveyed in 1881, shows the buildimgiiog part of a
continuous range of buildings along the south sidée farmyard complex

! Contains British Geological Survey Materials NER016)

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire: 6
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(Figure 4). In its final form the building had jably been subject to various
alterations, which are hinted at by differencethmbrickwork. The western
gable wall was made from red brick, 50mm to 60mitkthn Flemish garden
wall bond. In the rear wall the brickwork conststd Flemish bond in the
lower two-thirds with English bond above, the twairly separated by a
rowlock course (Image 2). The internal dividingllwancluded some timber-
framed partitions (Figure 3).

Project Objectives

A series of project objectives were identifiedhe WSI (Albion 2015). These
were as follows:

The development area lies in an area with a mo@gpatential to
contain medieval and post-medieval archaeologieglasits.

The local and regional research contexts are predity
Glazebrook (1997), Brown and Glazebrook (2000), estikal
(2007) and Medlycott (2011). The developmentrgitethe potential
to preserve archaeological remains that can addeessmber of
research objectives identified in the research farork for
Bedfordshire (Oake et al 2007) and the revised éaork for the
East of England (Medlycott 2011).

The research framework for Bedfordshire states, tinageneral, few
medieval rural settlements have been investigatéda county
(Oake in Oake et al 2007). Oake states a neerkfwarch into
rural settlement on a micro-scale of investigationorder to
establish the chronology, structure and functiomdividual
settlements as well as classes of settlement, mgrighm the
prehistoric to the medieval period. The need fwestigation into
the origins, development and dynamics of mediaval settlement
are also emphasised by Medlycott (2011) in the BBEngland
Research Framework.

The specific objectives of the investigation ardetermine:

» whether there is any evidence for activity relatioghe medieval
settlement of Harlington;

* whether there is any evidence relating to post-enediactivity
within Harlington Manor site.

The general objectives of the investigation arddtermine:

« the nature and date of any archaeological remairesent at the
site;

« the integrity and state of preservation of any aeblogical
features or deposits present at the site;

« establishing the relationship of any remains fotm¢he
surrounding contemporary landscape;

« local environmental conditions via recovering palae
environmental remains.

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire: 7
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The results obtained from archaeoloigical monihthe groundworks
produced a limited data-set which does not wamagtadditional, detailed
analysis. The results are, therefore, presentédlim this report.

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire: 8
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2 METHODOLOGY

2.1 Methodological Standards
Throughout the project the standards set out iridt@ving documents were

adhered to:

Albion Archaeology

Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwqi2nd edn,
2001).

EAA Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of Engl
(2003)
CIfA Charter and By-law; Code of Condy@014)

Standard and guidance for an archaeological watghir
brief (2014)

1

Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of
archaeological material§2014)

Historic England

Management of Research Projects in Historic
Environment. PPN 3: Archaeological Excavation.
English heritage Guideling2015)

Management of Research Projects in the Historic
Environment (MoRPHE) Project Managers’ Guide
(2015)

Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theordg an
practice of methods, from sampling and recovery to
post-excavation, 2nd editiq@015)

Luton Culture

Procedure for preparing archaeological archives for

deposition with Luton Cultur@013)

2.2 Archaeological Observation and Recording

After the demolition of the existing outbuildingetinternal concrete floors
were broken up and removed and the ground benesthieduced using a
mini-digger fitted with a toothless bucket. Thegnd reduction took place
under archaeological supervision between 20th &tid Qctober 2015. The
completed trench was 18.7m long, 5m wide and §O@mnm deep.

A detailed methodology for the archaeological waskgrovided in the WSI
(Albion Archaeology 2015).

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire:
Archaeological Observation, Investigation, Recording, Analysis and Publication
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RESULTS

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Introduction

All of the archaeological features and depositeaésd during the
archaeological works are discussed below and sloowigure 5. In the
following description the context numbers for filad layers appear in curved
brackets (*) and cut features appear in squarekbtag¢*]. Detailed context
descriptions can be found in Appendix 1.

Overburden and Existing Ground Surfaces

The uppermost deposits were floor layers withinfdwprint of the former
outbuilding. These consisted of either concreje(ila rubble sub-base (2) or
cobbled flooring (3) in the eastern part of thexfer building.

Both types of flooring overlay a mixed soil layd) (p to a maximum of
400mm thick. It comprised mid-brown sandy siltiwihoderate amounts of
ceramic building material, mainly fragments of plaeg tile. The layer is
likely to represent a former garden soil with samegerial derived from
demolition or building debris.

Geological Deposit

The geological deposit (5) was mid blue-grey clagphragments of chalk and
flint nodules. At the top the layer was partly etkwith the overlying soil
layer (4). The upper surface of the undisturbealaggcal material lay at a
depth of approximately 500mm below ground level.

The presence of chalk and flint in the deposit sstgythat it forms part of the
superficial glacial till deposit which overlies tfBault clay in this area.

Hearth and Associated Structure

A brick hearth base (9) and surrounding wall (8svi@und in the easternmost
end of the trench. The hearth and wall were meata plain red bricks
measuring.. 220mm x 105mm x 65mm.

The hearth base was located against the rear talé @utbuilding. It was
rectangular in plan, measuring 1.6m by 1.3m. itamed a 600mm-wide
stokehole aligned parallel with the rear wall o thuilding. A 250mm-wide
flue (towards the western end of the structureg¢mrckéd into the rear wall of
the outbuilding. Where it entered the rear wallds covered by a semi-
circular brick arch.

The base of the stokehole and flue had a brick fidoch was covered by a
thin layer of charcoal and ash. The floor was tedapproximately 600mm
below the modern ground level. The arrangemethe@sttokehole and flue
suggests that the stokehole would have been ficed its eastern end. The
western end also appeared to be open at thishhewa is possible that
brickwork at this end had been removed during dénl

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire: 10
Archaeological Observation, Investigation, Recording, Analysis and Publication
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The hearth was set in a sunken area which haddwento the undisturbed
geology. It was enclosed on the north and wesisdy a 220mme-thick
(single brick) wall with a course of header briakshe uppermost surviving
course. The area enclosed by the wall measured 18 by 2m wide. Its
western side had been largely removed during déiomolbut a short section
remained at the back wall of the outbuilding toicade its location.

Within the area enclosed by the wall was a laygop{mid-brown sandy silt,
containing fragments of brick and mortar.

3.5 Stone Wall Foundation

The foundation for a wall (10) was found approxielabm from the western
end of the trench. It was aligned NNW-SSE and nmeakat least 4.7m long
and 300-500mm wide. It was made from medium-si#ecks of ironstone
rubble in mortar.

3.6 Ditch or Hollow

A linear feature [11] was found in the central parthe trench. It was aligned
NNW-SSE. It was not excavated as it lay belowdéeelopment formation
level. Observation during machine excavation actbe upper part of the
feature suggested that it had shallow sloping edgés fill (6) consisted of
mid-brown silty clay. It contained a moderate amtoaf ceramic building
material, mostly comprising plain peg tile, and gdoottle glass.

3.7 Finds

Undiagnostic post-medieval brick and tile debriswated within some of the
deposits but was not retained.

Two fragments of vessel glass were collected frioenfill of ditch [11] as
possible dating evidence. One of these is a freak a clear-coloured, blown
cylindrical bottle with an applied lip. It was $e@d with a glass stopper and
contained a light yellow-brown resinous materiattimells like pine resin.
This bottle is not closely dateable but could deden the earlier 19th century.
The other fragment is a kick base from an oliveegrieeer bottle (Ivor Noél
Hume’s type 22, dated © 1790-1820). The fragments were not retained.

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire: 11
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4 CONCLUSIONS

A brick hearth found towards the eastern end obthikling was
contemporary with the use of the outbuilding. dpears to be the base of a
furnace that would have been used to heat a gresehtormerly located next
to the outbuilding. The Ordnance Survey map of2l88ws a rectangular
outline against the south side of the outbuildifigre 4) and in the
subsequent 1901 edition the outline is cross-hdtahdicating a greenhouse.
The hearth was found below ground level, surrouraied brick retaining
wall. A flue from the hearth passed through the meall of the outbuilding at
a level suitable for heating pipes located justvabitoor level in the former
greenhouse.

Two features pre-dated the brick outbuilding —r@mstone rubble wall
foundation (10) and an adjacent shallow ditch [1These features were on
the same alignment as the short axis of the owliogjlout extended beyond its
front wall, indicating that they are part of anleararrangement. Bottle glass
recovered from the fill of the ditch includes oneqe that can be dateddo
1790-1820. The outbuilding is shown on the Hatbngenclosure map,
drawn in 1810 (Figure 3). The evidence indicalted titch [11] was filled in

at the end of the 18th or beginning of the 19thwsn with the outbuilding
erected shortly afterwards, possibly as part olstmae phase of activity.

This report will be uploaded onto the ADS OnlinecAss to the Index of
Archaeological Investigations (OASIS ref: albion&10576). Following
approval of this document by the CBCA, the progachive will be deposited
with Luton Culture (accession no. LUTNM 2015/342).

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire: 12
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6 APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT SUMMARY

Area: 1
Extent (ha): 0.0095
OS Co-ordinates: TL0364230478
Description: Area stripped for construction of new dwelling on footprint of former outbuilding

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

1 Concrete Internal concrete floor slab which extended over those parts of the building not L]
covered by cobbled floor (3)

2 Make up layer Loose brick rubble 150 to 200mm thick. Rubble sub-base beneath concrete floor O
slab (1)

3 Internal surface Close packed rounded pebbles forming cobbled floor

4 Layer Loose mid brown sandy silt moderate small-medium CBM. Mixed soil layer with
some brick and tile fragments. Layer up to 400mm thick found beneath layers (2)
and (3)

5 Natural Firm light blue grey clay occasional small-mediuin chalk, occasional medinm O O
stones. Undisturbed geological deposit

7 Layer Mid brown sandy silt moderate small-medinm CBM, moderate small mortar. 1] ]
Mixed deposit with CBM. Layer found within lowered floor surrounding hearth
[#1

8 Wall Brick wall 220mm thick made from plain red brick. Formed retaining wall for L] L]
lowered floor around furnace (9) in south-east of outbuilding.

9 Hearth Hearth base made from plain red brick with a flue built into rear wall of building. U Il
Probably base of furnace for heating a greenhouse that stood on the south side of
the outbuilding.

10 Foundation NNW-SSE aligned wall foundation made from medinm sized ironstone rubble |:| D
blocks in mortar. Remains of structure pre-dating early C19th outbuilding.

11 Ditch Linear NW-SE . Shallow linear depression, not fully excavated. Remains of ditch D D
pre-dating early C19th outbuilding.

6 Fill Mid brown silty clay moderate small-medium CBM. CBM consisted mostly of plain OJ
peg tile

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire: 14
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Figure 1: Site location plan
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of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Oi© Crown Copyright.

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyrightl may lead to prosecution or civil

proceedings. Central Bedfordshire Council. LiceNoe 100049029 (2011)
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Development area

Harlington Manor

Figure 2: Pre-1750 plan of Harlington
(BARS ref.: X24)

Outbuilding

Figure 3: 1810 enclosure map of Harlington
(BARSref.: MA45)
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Outbuilding

Glasshouse

Figure 4: 1882 Ordnance Survey map
(Surveyed 1881, published 1882, Bedfordshire Sheet XXV.15)

Detail from 1901 edition of Ordnance Survey
map with cross-hatching indicating glasshouse
attached to south side of outbuilding

Harlington Manor, Harlington, Bedfordshire:
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Image 1: Front of building prior to development
(Looking south-west from gateway off Westoning Road. Photographed in 2013.)

Image 2: Rear wall of building prior to development
(View looking west from garden. Photographed in 2013.)
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Image 3: East end of building prior to development
(View looking west. Photographed in 2013.)

Image 4: Eastern end of trench, looking south
(Shows hearth (9) with parts of wall (8) just visible in the foreground (scale 1m))
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Image 5: Hearth (9), looking south-west
(Shows stokehole parallel to scale and fluein rear wall (scale 1m))

Image 6: Hearth (9), vertical view
(Rear wall of building at base of image (scale 1m))
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Image 7: Western end of trench
(View looking towards west end of trench following completion of machine
excavation (scale 1m))
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