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basis of facts or opinions expressed in this docume
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Non-Technical Summary

Planning consent was granted (CB/15/01111/FUL) byt@l Bedfordshire Council for
the construction of ten dwellings, with associagadages, parking and landscaping, at
the former Larkswood Ltd factory site, Bedford Ro&spley Guise, Milton Keynes,
MK17 8DG.

The proposed development area (PDA) lies withinAthigley Guise Conservation Area,
which encompasses the medieval village core. Aruof medieval and post-medieval
heritage assets are known in the area, includingderll listed buildings adjacent to the
northern end of the PDA. Accordingly, a condit{on. 11) was attached to the planning
consent to secure a staged programme of archaezdbrjivestigation as a consequence
of the development.

The trial trenching took place between 14th anchIB¢cember 2015. It comprised the
excavation of four trenches. Trench 4 was 30m;l@dngnches 1 and 2 were 15m long;
and Trench 3 was shortened to 10m to avoid th&tcagssing the site.

The trial trenching revealed post-medieval/modernhish pits in Trenches 2 and 3 and
undated postholes in Trench 1. No features ofagological significance were present
in Trench 4 but a substantial depth of modern oweten was recorded.

The pits and postholes revealed within Trenchespte8ate the recently demolished
buildings and are most likely to be backyard rersassociated with former buildings
and the present-day properties fronting Bedford dRoa

Although the PDA lies within the core of medievspl&y Guise, it is likely that the
standing buildings along Bedford Road overlie amyersubstantial remains of earlier
occupation. Buildings in this area are first reded on the 1st edition 25-inch OS map
of 1883.

The depth of overburden and levelling layers idadiin Trench 4 in the south-east
corner of the PDA are indicative of the infilledtaeal sloping landscape, still evident in
the adjacent field. The thicker subsoil in thigais probably a colluvial deposit formed
at the base of the shallow valley.

The archaeological remains revealed by the evatuatire of no more than low/local
significance. They have no potential to address#isearch aims outlined in Section 1.4
or other research priorities identified by the regal research frameworks.
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1.

INTRODUCTION

11

1.2

1.3

Project Background

Planning consent was granted (CB/15/01111/FUL) eytfal Bedfordshire
Council for the construction of ten dwellings, wébksociated garages, parking
and landscaping at the former Larkswood Ltd facsigy, Bedford Road, Aspley
Guise, Milton Keynes, MK17 8DG. As part of the dlapment the majority of
the existing buildings within the proposed develeptrarea (PDA) were
demolished; a former office building on the Bedf&dad frontage was retained
for refurbishment (Figure 1).

A heritage statement (Albion Archaeology 2015a) wepared to support the
planning application. This concluded that thers aapossibility that currently
unknown archaeological remains might be affectethbydevelopment. A check
with the CBC Historic Environment Record (HER) (sfareference no.
201516/154) confirmed that no additional heritaggets had been identified since
the heritage statement was prepared.

The PDA lies within the Aspley Guise Conservatiar#(DBD3243), which
encompasses the medieval village core (HER 1688Xjumber of medieval and
post-medieval heritage assets are known in the exdading Grade Il listed
buildings (HER 3696, 3675) adjacent to the nortteard of the PDA.

Accordingly, a condition (no. 11) was attachedh® planning consent to secure a
staged programme of archaeological investigatioa @nsequence of the
development. This approach is in accordance watiadtaph 128 of the National
Planning Policy Framework and policy 45 of thevelopment Strategy for
Central Bedfordshire

Site Location and Description

The PDA is centred on grid reference SP 94320 348&tke village of Aspley
Guise, Bedfordshire (Figure 1). Aspley Guise ithia west of the county close to
the border with Buckinghamshire, 19.5km south-veé®edford and 3.5km north
of Woburn.

The PDA lies on land between Bedford Road to théhrend Spinney Lane with
entrances on both. To the north, west and soetlith is bordered by residential
and commercial properties. The area to the eabiedPDA is open parkland with
mature trees.

Aspley Guise is located on the Greensand Ridge@seat. The PDA lies at a
height ofc. 100m OD. It is approximately level for the mpstt, but falls away
to the north down to the Bedford Road entrancee drderlying bedrock is
Woburn Sands formation, which covers the southathdi the parish, giving
way to Oxford Clay on the north edge of the villagéo superficial deposits are
recorded for this location.

Archaeological Background

The proposed development lies within the Aspleys@@onservation Area
(DBD3243), which encompasses the historic medieMage core (HER 16891)
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as well as areas of open land which includes padkberdering the east side of
the PDA. The conservation area description ndte€hclosed character of the
village, with buildings on the street frontage &aades with high-hedged
boundaries.

Aspley is first recorded in a charter of 969 whiéppears adepslea The
charter records a grant of 15 hides of land by Kidgar to his thegn Alfwold
(Page 1912). The namepslearefers to an ‘Aspen tree clearing’ (Mawer and
Stenton 1926, 113). At the time of the charterl@gpleath, Woburn Sands and
Hulcote and Salford formed part of a single landima.

It has been suggested that Aspley originated agleated settlement around the
triangular space at the centre of the village (Bra®79, 15). Much of the
existing road layout may have also have been eéshadal by the late Saxon period
(ibid. 8).

At Domesday in 1086, Asplespeleia was assessed at 10 hides, held by Acard
de Ivri of Hugh de Beachamp. By this time Hulcot#s a separate holding,
accounting for the remaining land described indharter of 969.

Documentary evidence records a single manor oféysipl the medieval period.
The manor was inherited by John Guise in 1501 wiohanged it with the
Crown. In 1541 it was annexed to the honour of Antip(Page 1912).

The settlement and roads that appear to have Is¢alished in the late Saxon
period remained into the medieval period with tbdigon of a manorial site
(HER 10112) and the church of St Botolph (HER 1008}h located to the north
of the village centre (Brown 1979, 15).

The northern part of the PDA falls within the irnfeat extent of the medieval
settlement of Aspley (HER16891). This is indica#eda linear settlement
extending along Church Street and West Hill, cehtne The Square.

The village contains numerous post-medieval buggiranging in date from the
16th to 19th centuries. Immediately to the noitthe PDA the present-day
Bedford Road was a focus of settlement until thedtel of the 18th century. The
pre-enclosure map af 1745 shows houses on the south side of the road
extending east as far as the Mount Pleasant &aby. a few of these remained at
the west end of the road when the parish was esatlios1761 (Albion 2015a).

No heritage assets dating to the prehistoric or &operiods have been recorded
within the vicinity of the PDA. Some evidence &mttlement in the Roman
period has been found in the wider area, incluéRogran pottery found in 1958
during building works at Aspley Hill and significaavidence of Roman
settlement and industrial-scale pottery producfldBR 18268) near Woburn.
Evidence for Roman roads in the Aspley Guise ademfified by the Viatores) is
untested.
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1.4  Project Objectives

The principal purpose of the evaluation was to gathformation on possible
sub-surface archaeological heritage assets witieifPDA.

The PDA's location close to the centre of medidspley Guise suggested
potential for the archaeological investigation ¢émicibute to research topics
identified within the regional research frameworksResearch and Archaeology
Revisited: a revised framework for the East of Bnd(Medlycott 2011); and
specifically for BedfordshiréBedfordshire Archaeology. Research and
Archaeology: Resource Assessment, Research AgeddatiategyOake et al.
2007).

The investigation of rural Saxon and medieval eeténts to examine diversity,
characterise settlement forms and understand heyvappear, grow, shift and
disappear is a local and regional archaeologic@ach objective (Wade 2000;
Oake et al. 2007, 14; and Medlycott 2011, 70).

The archaeological trial trenching endeavouredeteminine:

» the date, nature, and extent of any archaeologgoahins present at the
site;

» the integrity and state of preservation of any aedbogical features or
deposits that may be present;

» the relationship of any remains found to the surting contemporary
landscapes;

» the potential of any palaeo-environmental remadsetermine local
environmental conditions.

Larkswood Ltd, Bedford Road, Aspley Guise, Bedfordshire: 6
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2.

METHODOLOGY

2.1

2.2

The methodological approach to the project is suns®d below. A full
methodology is provided in the WSI (Albion Archaegy 2015b).

Methodological Standards

The standards and requirements set out in thedfwpdocuments were adhered
to throughout the project:

Albion Archaeology Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldworkknd
edition (2001)

EAA Standards for Field Archaeology in the East| of
England(2003)
Historic England Management of Research Projects in the Historic
Environment (MoRPHE) Project Managers’ Guide
(2009)
Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the thepry
and practice of methods, from sampling and
recovery to post-excavatioPnd edition (2011)
CIfA Charter and By-law; Code of Condu@014)
Standard and guidance for archaeological field
evaluation(2014)

Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research | of
archaeological material§2014)
Bedford Museum Preparing Archaeological Archives for Depositipn
in Registered Museums in Bedfordshire (2010)

The project archive will be deposited at Bedforddglum (Accession Number
BEDFM 2015:68). Details of the project and itsdiimys will be submitted to the
OASIS database (reference no.: albionarl-22287a¢déordance with the
guidelines issued by English Heritage and the Agolagy Data Service.

Trial Trenching

The trial trenching took place between 14th andh Tiécember 2015. It
comprised the excavation of four trenches; Trenalag 30m long; Trenches 1
and 2 were 15m long; and Trench 3 was shorten&@rtoto avoid the track
crossing the site. The trenches were positionetieeve an even coverage of the
footprint of the proposed new buildings.

The trenches were opened by a mechanical excditaedrwith a flat-edged
bucket, operated by an experienced driver undeedwochaeological supervision.
All excavation and recording was carried out byezignced Albion staff with
external specialists consulted as necessary. Atgnpal archaeological features
were investigated by hand and recorded using AlBiamaeology’s pro forma
sheets. The trenches were subsequently drawnlretdgraphed as appropriate.
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3. RESULTS

3.1 Introduction
All deposits revealed within the trial trenches smenmarised below and shown
on Figures 2 and 3. Context numbers in squar&kbtacefer to the cuts [***]
and round brackets to fills or layers (***). Ddeal information is provided
within Appendix 1.

3.2 Overburden and Geological Deposits
Buried topsoil comprising dark grey sandy silt voaerlain in Trenches 1-3 by
up to 0.3m of demolition rubble, associated with fibrmer factory buildings.
Only a thin layer of topsoilc{ 0.1m) survived in Trenches 1 and 3; it may be an
interface with the overlying rubble rather thamweettopsoil. Trenches 2 and 4
were less disturbed by the former buildings aneaéd up to 0.3m of buried
topsoil.
Buried subsoil comprising mid grey-brown silty samalsc. 0.2m thick in
Trenches 1 and 3 and 0.4m thick in Trenches 2 ants4hickness increased to
0.66m at the south-east end of Trench 4.
The underlying geological deposits comprised bramamge silty sand with
medium ironstone fragments.
Trench 4 revealed a series of brick and rubblelliegdayers in the south-east
end where the natural ground level dropped (Figui®ection 1).

3.3 Post-medieval/Modern Features

3.3.1 Posthole
A single posthole [304] in Trench 3 contained fragms of tile, charcoal and coal
suggesting it is likely to be modern in origin.

3.3.2 Rubbish pits
Two post-medieval/modern pits were revealed. Z4] in Trench 2 was. 0.7m
deep, largely cut into the subsoil; it containedken tarmac fragments. Pit [306]
in Trench 3 was 0.9m deep and contained dark greghssilt with charcoal
flecks. Post-medieval brick and tile fragmentsevelbserved on excavation.

3.4 Undated Features
Trench 1 revealed the remains of three possiblthptes, measuring up to 0.15m
deep and 0.4m wide. They produced no dating ecelent could potentially
represent the remains of a fence or garden feature.

3.5 Discussion and Significance
The trial trenching revealed post-medieval/modelbybrsh pits in Trenches 2 and
3 and undated postholes in Trench 1. No featurascbaeological significance
were found in Trench 4 but a substantial depth ofienn overburden was
recorded.
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The pits and postholes revealed within Trenchespte@ate the recently
demolished buildings and are most likely to be lyao remains associated with
former buildings and the present-day propertiesting Bedford Road.

Although the PDA lies within the core of the mediksettlement, it is likely that
the standing buildings along Bedford Road overtig more substantial remains
of earlier occupation. Buildings in this area #e first recorded on the 1st
edition 25-inch OS map of 1883.

The depth of overburden and levelling layers idedtiin Trench 4 in the south-
east corner of the PDA are indicative of the iafilinatural sloping landscape, still
evident in the adjacent field. The thicker subsothis area is probably a
colluvial deposit formed at the base of the shaN@ahey.

The archaeological remains revealed by the evaluaie of no more than
low/local significance. They have no potentiabtidress the research aims
outlined in Section 1.4 or other research priasitdentified by the regional
research frameworks.
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5.

APPENDIX 1: TRENCH SUMMARY

Trench: 1

Max Dimensions: Length: 1450 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.53 m. Max: 0.63 m.

Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 94273 Northing: 35921)
0S Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 94285: Northing: 35909)

Reason: Test area of proposed building footprint

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

100 Demolition layer Loose mid brown grey sandy rubble frequent small-large CBN Thickness: v
0.28m

101 Buried topsoil Friable dark grey brown sandy silt  Thickness: 0.05m v

102 Buried subsoil Friable mid grey brown silty sand Thickness: 0.23m v

103 Natural Loose mid yellow orange sand

104 Posthole Sub-circular sides: steep base: concave dimensions: max depth 0.13m, max v
diameter 0.12m

105 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt occasional small-medium stones Thickness: v
0.12m

106 Posthole Sub-circular sides: near vertical base: concave dimensions: max depth v
0.13m, max diameter 0.33m

107 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt occasional small-medium stones Thickness: v
0.13m

108 Posthole Circular sides: concave base: concave dimensions: max depth 0.15m, max v
diameter 0.42m

109 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt occasional small-medium stones Thickness: v

0.15m

Trench: 2

Max Dimensions: Length: 15.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.65m. Max: 0.75 m.

Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Fasting: 94316: Northing: 35906)

OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 94323: Northing: 35893)

Reason: Test area of proposed building footprint

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
200 Demolition layer Loose mid yellow brown sandy rubble frequent small-large CBM Thickness: v
0.24m
201 Buried topsoil Friable dark grey brown sandy silt Thickness: 0.2 - 0.3m v
202 Buried subsoil Friable mid grey brown silty sand moderate small-medium stones v
Thickness: 0.39m
203 Natural Loose mid yellow orange silty sand
204 Pit sides: steep base: uneven dimensions: max breadth 2.05m, max depth 0.68m v
205 Fill Friable mid grey brown sandy silt occasional small-medium stones Includes scrap v
metal and crushed tarmac
Thickness: 0.68m
Larkswood Ltd, Bedford Road, Aspley Guise, Bedfordshire: 11
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Trench: 3

Max Dimensions: Length: 10.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.35 m. Max: 0.5 m.

Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 94302: Northing: 25894)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 94293: Northing: 35889)

Reason: Test area of proposed building footprint

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
300 Demolition layer Loose dark grey black sandy rubble frequent small-large CBM Thickness: v
0.2m
301 Buried topsoil Friable dark grey brown sandy silt Thickness: 0.14m v
302 Buried subsoil Friable mid grey brown silty sand Thickness: 0.2m v
303 Natural Loose mid orange brown sand
304 Posthole Circular sides: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.33m, max v

depth 0.13m

305 Fill Friable dark brown grey silty sand occasional small CBM, occasional flecks v
charcoal, moderate small-medium stones Thickness: 0.13m

306 Pit Oval sides: steep base: concave dimensions: min breadth 0.85m, max length v
2.35m
307 Fill Friable dark brown grey silty sand moderate flecks charcoal Thickness: 0.89m v

Trench: 4

Max Dimensions: Length: 31.00 m. Width: 1.80 m. Depth to Archaeology Min: 1.1 m. Max: 1.5 m.

Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 94313: Northing: 35870)
OS Grid Ref.: SP (Easting: 94342: Northing: 35852)

Reason: Test area of proposed building footprint

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
400 Demolition layer Loose dark grey black silty rubble frequent small-large CBM Thickness: v
0.07m

401 Levelling layer Compact sandy hardcore frequent small-medium CBM v

402 Levelling layer Loose mid yellow orange sandy rubble Thickness: 0.43 - 0.53m v

403 Buried topsoil Friable dark grey brown sandy silt  Thickness: 0.2 - 0.3m v

404 Buried subsoil Friable mid grey brown silty sand Thickness: 0.37 - 0.66m v

405 Natural Friable mid orange brown silty sand
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Figure 1: Site location plan

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on
behall of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office 10 Crown Copyright,
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil
proceedings. Central Bedfordshire Council, Licence No. 100049029 (201 1)
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Figure 2: Trenching results
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Figure 3: Selected sections and photographs
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