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Preface

Every effort has been made in the preparation isfdlocument to provide as complete a

summary as possible within the terms of the mesketément. All statements and
opinions in this document are offered in good faitibion Archaeology cannot accept
responsibility for errors of fact or opinion resinigj from data supplied by a third party,
or for any loss or other consequence arising framisions or actions made upon the
basis of facts or opinions expressed in this docume
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Non-Technical Summary

Bedford Borough Council submitted a planning apticn (16/00963/DC3) for the
demolition of a temporary two-classroom unit ane fginovision of a new two-storey, Six-
classroom building in a different location at Uraulaylor Lower School, High Street,
Clapham, Bedfordshire.

The school is located on the site of the medielagbléam Manor and adjacent to the
Church of St Thomas of Canterbury which has Saxigms. Previous archaeological
investigations within the school grounds and toribeh of the school found substantial
medieval remains, dating from the 12th century anaas well as Iron Age remains.

For this reason the Bedford Borough Council ArcHagg Team advised that a
programme of archaeological work should be carrmed in advance of construction.

Albion Archaeology was commissioned to carry oatttlal trenching, which took place
on 25th August 2016. It comprised the excavatfame trench, measuring 22m x 1.8m,
positioned diagonally across the footprint of thhegmsed building.

The trial trench revealed layers associated withgark construction directly above
natural clay deposits. The small amount of groaatside the limit of the existing car
park retained topsoil and a subsoil that appear@dély undisturbed.

Although the area of the car park had been prenossipped down to natural deposits,
there was not a large amount of truncation compdeethe undisturbed deposits at
either end of the trench. This suggests that the® the potential for any substantial
archaeological remains to survive.

However, trenching within the footprint of the posed building revealed no
archaeological remains.
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1.

INTRODUCTION
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1.2

1.3

Project Background

Bedford Borough Council submitted a planning aggilan (16/00963/DC3) for
the demolition of a temporary two-classroom und #me provision of a new two-
storey, six-classroom building in a different laoatat Ursula Taylor Lower
School, High Street, Clapham, Bedfordshire, MK41G6E

A heritage statement was submitted as part of fdr@nprg application, assessing
the impact of the proposed development in termtsaurrounding built heritage
environment (Scape Group Ltd 2016).

The school is located on the site of the medievaplkam Manor and adjacent to
the Church of St Thomas of Canterbury, which ha®B8arigins. Previous
archaeological investigations within the schoolugrds and to the north of the
school found substantial medieval remains, datiomfthe 12th century onwards,
as well as Iron Age remains.

For this reason the Bedford Borough Council Archagyp Team (BBC AT)
advised that a programme of archaeological workikhioe carried out in advance
of construction. This is in accordance withtional Planning Policy Framework
— Section 12: Conserving and enhancing the histemidronmentilarch 2012).

The first stage of this programme of work is arhasewological field evaluation,
comprising the excavation of a trench across thgfant of the new building.

Site Location and Description

Clapham is a village located 2.5 miles to the north-east of the centre of Bedlf
on the banks of the River Great Ouse. Ursula Tdydaver School lies in
between residential development on the northem aicClapham High Street
(Figure 1). The Church of St Thomas of Canterbigis/adjacent to the school in
the north-east and the field and farm building€btirch Farm lie to its north.

Clapham lies on low, level ground in the valleytlod Great Ouse adjacent to the
river. The school site is at a heightcoB5m OD and is centred on grid reference
TL 0328 5246. The underlying geology comprisek&tGoldington Member

And Felmersham Member Sand And Gravel (formed énldlcal environment
previously dominated by rivers) over Kellaways Fation - Sandstone, Siltstone
And Mudstone bedrock.

Archaeological Background

Clapham is a settlement with Saxon origins asfits¢ mentioned in historical
documents in the 10th century when Aethelstan Msunme gave Clapham to his
wife in dower with reversion to Ramsey Abbey. Tadter, it changed hands
several times and at the time of the Domesday $w¥&086 was in the
possession of Miles Crispin (Page 1912).

The Grade | listed Church of St Thomas of CanterifNHLE 1114251), which
lies to the immediate north-east of the school,eh&sxon tower with a Norman
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top storey. The nave arcades date to the latecE3ttury but the church was
extensively restored in 1862. The church provitiesocus for the medieval
settlement of Clapham (HER 17067).

The old manor house of Clapham Manor (HER 3879)dstdose to the west side
of the church tower. Excavations from 1973 to 1#5d substantial remains of
buildings dating to the 12th century onwards. €h#diest phase consisted of a
timber hall that was rebuilt in stone in the midHL.8entury. Other buildings were
constructed at this date, including a large dovetoat seems to have collapsed
suddenly due to waterlogging of the ground andienosf the building stone.

The house was extended during the 14th centurpdntitvas destroyed by fire.
The whole house was again alteored500 when the hall was partly demolished
and rebuilt with additional rooms. A large celNeais added next to the kitchen,
and new cobbled floors laid. The Manor was solRihard Taylor in 1627 and
remained in the Taylor family until 1708 when trerbss of the family married
Lord Ashburnham. The house survived uatil 730, when it seems to have lost
status and was partly demolished and rebuilt. fbisse was demolished in
1871.

The school site was excavated in 1987, prior teetbggment work, and again in
1994 (HER 15607). The aims of the investigatiomeate record the site of the
manor house and the adjacent later 18th-centurghowhen the site was
excavated it produced evidence from the Mesolitmiough to the medieval
period.

The earliest activity was represented by threguia, Mesolithic pits containing
flintwork. Other finds of this date were found tnasified across the site and
included a range of cutting flakes.

The late Iron Age was represented by a number aflgactangular fields,
defined by NW-SE running enclosure ditches. Thaasures included ones with
post-built entries and others which featured shafiallies as opposed to ditches.
To the south-west a roundhouse was present. Tinedaoy ditches were
probably later redefined, as seen by re-cuttingpefditches and post holes cut
into the ditch silts. A small quantity of Romanedacts may indicate that
settlement continued into the Roman period.

The medieval activity was split over two locationhe earliest evidence was
found adjacent to the manorial range where a numibgructural remains were
recovered; they included a length of wall abovalabrsh pit. Within this area
drainage gullies and a cobbled surface boundetireg tpost holes were also
present. In the area further west another colbduei@dce and demolition debris
was recovered; there was also evidence for grawairgng.

Further excavation in 1994 found one ditch thatresgkto relate to the Iron Age
enclosure ditches. Several medieval boundary eltct two phases were found
to the south of the site. They were comparabtiaie to the early phases of
manorial activity recorded in earlier excavatiofifiere was also evidence for
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considerable ground disturbance to the north oiteg caused by pre-
development works prior to any archaeological itigasions.

Geophysical survey, fieldwalking and trial trenahio the immediate north of the
school, on land north of Church Farm, recordedewe for settlement activity of
Iron Age, Roman, medieval and post-medieval dMest of the features in the
southern part of the site, close to the schooleweedieval (HER 16471, HER
16153, EBD311). Metal detecting at Church Farm gl®duced a thin bronze
spoon and two bronze Roman coins (HER 15953).

Church Farm, to the north of the school, is 19thtaey in date (HER 9106). The
farm buildings comprise a rear barn with three fanavprojecting cattle sheds.

1.4  Project Objectives
The principal purpose of the evaluation was to gathformation on possible
sub-surface archaeological heritage assets witieifPDA.
The archaeological trial trenching endeavourecdetermnine:
« the date, nature, and extent of any archaeologgoahins present at the
site;
» the integrity and state of preservation of any aedfogical features or
deposits that may be present;
« the relationship of any remains found to the surddog contemporary
landscapes;
» the potential of any palaeo-environmental remadsetermine local
environmental conditions.
Ursula Taylor Lower School, High Street, Clapham, Bedfordshire: 6
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2. METHODOLOGY

The methodological approach to the project is suns®d below. A full
methodology is provided in the WSI (Albion Archaegy 2016).

2.1 Methodological Standards

The standards and requirements set out in thedfwpdocuments were adhered
to throughout the project:

Albion Archaeology Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldworkknd
edition (2001)

Bedford Museum Preparing Archaeological Archives for Depositipn
in Registered Museums in BedfordsH{2810)

CIfA Charter and By-law; Code of Condu@014)
Standard and guidance for archaeological field
evaluation(2014)

Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research | of
archaeological material§2014)

EAA Standards for Field Archaeology in the East| of
England(2003)

Historic England Management of Research Projects in the Historic
Environment (MoRPHE) Project Managers’ Guide
(2009)

Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the thepry
and practice of methods, from sampling and
recovery to post-excavatioBnd edition (2011)

The project archive will be deposited at The Higgiat Gallery & Museum,
Bedford (accession number BEDFM: 2016.43). Det#ilhe project and its
findings will be submitted to the OASIS databasddirence no.: albionarl-
255706) in accordance with the guidelines issuelrmlish Heritage and the
Archaeology Data Service.

2.2 Trial Trenching

The trial trenching took place on 25th August 201tccomprised the excavation
of one trench, measuring 22m x 1.8m, positionedatally across the footprint
of the proposed building.

The trench was opened by a mechanical excavated fitith a flat-edged bucket,
operated by an experienced driver under close aotbgical supervision. All
excavation and recording were carried out by expeed Albion staff with
external specialists consulted as necessary. Atgnfial archaeological features
were investigated by hand and recorded using AlBiamaeology’s pro forma
sheets. The trenches were subsequently drawntretdgraphed as appropriate.

Ursula Taylor Lower School, High Street, Clapham, Bedfordshire: 7
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3.

RESULTS

3.1

3.2

Introduction

All deposits revealed within the trial trench aversnarised below and shown on
Figure 2. Context numbers in round brackets refditls or layers (***).

Detailed context information is provided in Appendi

Overburden and Geological Deposits

Topsoil (100) comprised grey-brown clayey siltp.3m thick; it was only present
at the ends of the trench, outside the limits efdtirrent car park.

Subsoil (101) comprised mid brown-grey clayey §ilm thick. Fragments of
concrete were present suggesting a small amousurfg#ce disturbance during the
previous works on site.

The larger part of the trench revealed construdagars associated with the
existing car par (102-105). These were directiyvalundisturbed geological
deposits, suggesting that the topsoil and subsdildeen removed during the
construction of the car park.

Undisturbed geological deposits comprised mid nexv silty clay (106).

Ursula Taylor Lower School, High Street, Clapham, Bedfordshire: 8
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4. CONCLUSIONS

The trial trench revealed layers associated wittpagk construction directly
above natural clay deposits. The small amountairmgd outside the limit of the
existing car park retained topsoil and a subsail #ppeared largely undisturbed.

Although the area of the car park had been prelyaigpped down to geological
deposits, there was not a large amount of truncaimnpared to the undisturbed
deposits at either end of the trench. This suggest there was the potential for
any substantial archaeological remains to survive.

However, trenching within the footprint of the posed building revealed no
archaeological remains.
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6. APPENDIX 1: TRENCH SUMMARY

Trench: 1
Max Dimensions: Length: 22.00 m. Width: 1.80 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: 0.75 m. Max: 0.8 m.
Co-ordinates: OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 30221: Northing: 47930)
OS Grid Ref.: TL (Easting: 29228: Northing: 45925)

Reason: Assess archaeological potential

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
100 Topsoil Friable dark grey brown clay silt  Thickness: 0.31m v
101 Subsoil Friable mid brown grey clay silt moderate small-medium concrete v

Thickness:0.2m

102 Tarmac Thickness: 0.1m v
103 Foundation Friable dark grey brown clay silt frequent large concrete Thickness: 0.77Tm v
104 Levelling layer Loose mid yellow brown sandy gravel Thickness: 0.15m v
105 Make up layer Loose light yellow grey sandy hardcore frequent small-medium CBM, v
frequent small-medium concrete Thickness: 0.4m
106 Natural Firm mid red brown silty clay
Ursula Taylor Lower School, High Street, Clapham, Bedfordshire: 11
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Figure 1: Site location

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey materihltvit permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf@fQbntroller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office @@n Copyright.

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyrightl may lead to prosecution or civil proceedif@gntral Bedfordshire Council. Licence No. 100049Q2®11)
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Figure 2: Trench plan and photographs
This map is based upon Ordnance Survey materihltwit permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf@fGbntroller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office @@n Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyrightl may lead to prosecution or civil proceedit@gntral Bedfordshire Council. Licence No. 100049(2®11)
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