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basis of facts or opinions expressed in this document. 
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Non-Technical Summary 

Barford + Co are gathering information in support of an outline planning application for 
a residential development on land at The Green, Beeston, Bedfordshire. 
 
The Central Bedfordshire Council Archaeologist (CBCA) advised that an archaeological 
trial trench evaluation was to be undertaken in order to obtain the information required 
to compile a heritage statement that would need to accompany any future planning 
application. 

 
This is in accordance with the Central Bedfordshire Design Guide (March 2014) and 
national planning guidelines in the form of the National Planning Policy Framework – 
Section 12: Conserving and enhancing the historic environment, which was published on 
27 March 2012. 
 
The proposed development area (PDA) lies off The Green within the historic core of the 
hamlet of Beeston and measures c. 0.8ha in area.  The vast majority of the site currently 
consists of a grassed field together with pockets of small trees and shrubs. 
 
Albion Archaeology was commissioned to carry out the trial trenching, which comprised 
the excavation of eight 25m x 2m trenches, equating to a 5% sample of the site.  
 
Archaeological features were identified in four of the eight trenches, and comprised a set 
of two parallel ditches, identified in Trenches 1–4, and a ditch and a pit identified in 
Trench 2.  
 
The parallel ditches produced no conclusive dating evidence but their perpendicular 
alignment to The Green suggests that they are most likely to represent post-medieval, 
post-enclosure field boundaries.  The almost complete absence of cultural material in 
their fills demonstrates that they were some distance from any focus of human occupation 
or activity.    
 
The pit in Trench 2 pre-dates the parallel ditches.  It too produced no cultural material 
and appears to be an isolated feature — no other pits were found within the trenches.  
The NW-SE aligned ditch in Trench 2 may relate to a different phase of land division but 
its date and function remain unclear. 
 
The small number of archaeological features within the trenches are essentially undated 
and appear to be of no more than local significance.  They have only very limited 
potential to contribute to regional research objectives.  The scarcity of archaeological 
remains and the low significance of what was found during the trial trenching suggest 
that development of the PDA would not have a significant archaeological impact. 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 
Barford + Co are gathering information in support of an outline planning 
application for a residential development on land at The Green, Beeston, 
Bedfordshire. 
 
The Central Bedfordshire Council Archaeologist (CBCA) advised that an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation was to be undertaken in order to obtain the 
information required to compile a heritage statement that would need to 
accompany any future planning application. 
 
This is in accordance with the Central Bedfordshire Design Guide (March 2014) 
and national planning guidelines in the form of the National Planning Policy 
Framework – Section 12: Conserving and enhancing the historic environment, 
which was published on 27 March 20121. 
 
Albion Archaeology were commissioned to carry out the evaluation, which was 
done in accordance with a written scheme of investigation (WSI) (Albion 
Archaeology 2016), approved in advance by the CBCA. 

1.2 Site Location and Description 
The proposed development area (PDA) lies off The Green within the historic core 
of the hamlet of Beeston and measured c. 0.8ha in area.  The vast majority of the 
site currently consists of a grassed field together with pockets of small trees and 
shrubs; a small area of concrete hardstanding associated with a pre-existing 
building lies near the west edge of the site.  The site is bordered to the west, north 
and east by residential properties; those to the north front the High Road (A1).  
The Green borders the south end of the site.   
 
Topographically, Beeston lies within the valley of the River Ivel, located c. 300m 
to the north-east of the PDA.  The PDA lies on level ground at c. 23–4m OD, 
centred on grid reference TL169482.  The underlying geology comprises sand and 
gravel river terrace deposits overlying mudstone bedrock2. 

1.3 Archaeological Background 
During preparation of the WSI a search of the Historic Environment Record 
(HER) was undertaken for all heritage assets within a 500m-radius study area 
around the PDA (HER search ref 201617/192).  
 
The south-west third of the site lie within the historic core of Beeston as recorded 
by the HER (HER 17132); a number of land-holdings in Beeston are recorded in 
the 1086 Domesday survey and the settlement is likely to date back to at least the 

                                                 
1 National Planning Policy Framework, published by the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (2012). Available at: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/nppf. 
2 http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html. Accessed 19/02/17. 
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late Saxon period.  The Domesday records suggest a population of around 64 in 
10863.  
  
Unsurprisingly, the majority of recorded heritage assets within the study area are 
related to the post-medieval development of the village, a large number of which 
are buildings, including several onion sheds dating back to the 18th and 19th 
centuries.  Three onion sheds (HER 14803–5) that appear to have been 
constructed in the early 20th century are depicted within the northern half of the 
PDA, along with several other buildings, on OS maps dating from the early 20th 
century onwards; all have since been demolished.  A group of older buildings are 
depicted within the south-west end of the PDA, fronting The Green, on the 1st 
edition OS map of 1884.  Some of these buildings were still surviving into the 
1970s but have also since been demolished.   
 
The earliest known features within the study area comprise cropmarks of probable 
later prehistoric enclosures and field systems to the south-west of the PDA (HER 
624–5) and cropmarks associated with barrows at least 500m to the south-east of 
the PDA on the other side of High Road (A1) (HER 1495).  Cropmarks associated 
with a manorial medieval moated site are also recorded within the latter area; 
enclosure ditches possibly associated with the manor site were revealed during the 
only piece of archaeological fieldwork that has been carried out within the study 
area — a small evaluation carried out in 1993 (EBD 79; Bedfordshire County 
Archaeology Service 1993).  A further possible moated site is recorded at Beeston 
Manor c. 200m to the south-west of the PDA (HER 3429), although the evidence 
for it is unclear 
 
Though nearby Sandy appears to have been a significant settlement during the late 
Iron Age and Roman periods, evidence of Roman activity within the study area is 
confined to a number of scattered finds, which include coins (HER 548; HER 
19896) and a finger ring (HER 19693); all were found at least 200m away from 
the PDA. 

1.4 Project Objectives  
The principal purpose of the evaluation was to gather information on possible 
sub-surface archaeological heritage assets within the PDA.  
 
The archaeological trial trenching endeavoured to determine: 

• location, extent, nature, and date of any archaeological features or deposits 
that may be present within the proposed development site;  

• integrity and state of preservation of any archaeological features or 
deposits that may be present at the proposed development site. 

• nature of palaeo-environmental remains to determine local environmental 
conditions. 

 
The investigations were considered to have the potential to inform the following 
specific research aims (Oake 2007; Edgeworth 2007), the details of which are set 
out in the WSI (Albion Archaeology 2016): 

                                                 
3 http://bedsarchives.bedford.gov.uk/CommunityArchives/Beeston/BeestonIn1086. Accessed 
07/11/16. 
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• the Saxon, medieval and post-medieval development of Beeston 
• the diversity, form and development of rural Saxon and medieval 

settlements (Wade 2000, 24–5; Oake 2007, 14; Medlycott 2011, 70).   
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2. METHODOLOGY 
The methodological approach to the project is summarised below.  A full 
methodology is provided in the WSI (Albion Archaeology 2016). 

2.1 Methodological Standards 
The standards and requirements set out in the following documents were adhered 
to throughout the project: 
 
Albion Archaeology Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwork, 2nd 

edition (2001) 
CIfA Charter and By-law; Code of Conduct (2014) 

Standard and guidance for archaeological field 
evaluation (2014) 

Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of 
archaeological materials (2014) 

EAA Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 
England (2003) 

Higgins Art Gallery & 
Museum, Bedford 

Preparing Archaeological Archives for Deposition 
in Registered Museums in Bedfordshire. Version 2.8 
(2010) 

Historic England Management of Research Projects in the Historic 
Environment (MoRPHE) Project Managers’ Guide 
(2009) 

 Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory 
and practice of methods, from sampling and 
recovery to post-excavation, 2nd edition (2011) 

 
The project archive will be deposited at The Higgins Art Gallery & Museum, 
Bedford (accession number BEDFM 2016.80).  Details of the project and its 
findings will be submitted to the OASIS database (reference no.: albionar1-
266359) in accordance with the guidelines issued by English Heritage and the 
Archaeology Data Service.   

2.2 Trial Trenching 
The trial trenching took place between 17th and 19th January 2017.  It comprised 
the excavation of eight trenches measuring 25m x 2m equating to a 5% sample of 
the c. 0.8ha PDA.    

 
The trenches were opened by a mechanical excavator fitted with a flat-edged 
bucket, operated by an experienced driver under close archaeological supervision.  
All excavation and recording were carried out by experienced Albion staff with 
external specialists consulted as necessary.  Any potential archaeological features 
were investigated by hand and recorded using Albion Archaeology’s pro forma 
sheets.  The trenches were subsequently drawn and photographed as appropriate.   
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3. RESULTS  

3.1 Introduction 
All deposits revealed within the trial trenches are summarised below and shown 
on Figure 2.  For a full description of trenches and features, see Appendix 1. 
Context numbers in square brackets refer to the cuts [***] and round brackets to 
fills or layers (***).   

3.2 Overburden and Geological Deposits 
Topsoil comprising brown-grey sandy silt was present in all trenches; it was 0.2–
0.6m thick.  Subsoil in all trenches comprised orange-brown sandy silt; it was 
0.3–0.6m thick.  All archaeological features were sealed by the subsoil.  
 
A possible feature in Trench 5 proved, on investigation, to be a variation in the 
underlying geology. 
 
Undisturbed geological deposits comprised firm red-brown sandy gravel river 
terrace, with orange sand lenses and moderate manganese flecking, localised to 
the south end of the site.  The archaeological features were reasonably visible 
within the natural strata. 

3.3 Sub-surface Archaeological Remains 
Archaeological remains were identified in four of the eight trenches; in total, they 
comprised three ditches (two of which were recorded in several trenches) and one 
pit.  The ditches were mostly aligned NE-SW and were parallel to the long axis of 
the site.  
 
Ditch [105] in Trench 1 was c. 1.8m wide and contained a blue-grey clayey silt 
fill.  It was not excavated due to flooding by groundwater, though its continuation 
was excavated in both Trenches 2 and 3.  
 
Trench 2 contained the highest concentration of archaeological features, four 
ditches and one pit; no dating evidence was recovered from any of the features.  
Ditches [204], [209] and [211] were aligned NE-SW.  They were all U-shaped in 
profile but varied in size — c. 0.35–1.2m wide and c. 0.1–0.75m deep.  Ditch 
[209] was the largest.  The ditches all had a fairly homogenous fill, ranging from 
mid grey-brown sandy gravel to dark grey-brown sandy silt.  Ditch [209] cut a 
circular, undated pit [206], which was c. 0.9m in diameter and c. 0.45m deep.  
Unlike the other linear features within the PDA, ditch [213] was aligned SSE-
NNW.  It was c. 0.6m wide and c. 0.2m deep.  It contained a grey-brown sandy 
silt. 
 
Trench 3 contained two parallel ditches [304] and [306], which are likely to be the 
continuation of the ditches in Trenches 1 and 2 to the south.  Ditch [304] was c. 
1.65m wide and c. 0.4m deep.  Ditch [306] was larger at c. 2m wide and c. 0.65m 
deep; it had steeper sides and a more angular profile.  Both had a grey-brown 
sandy silt fill; ditch [306] also had a 0.25m-thick, grey, silty sand basal fill.  No 
dating evidence was recovered from the features. 
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Trench 4 contained two parallel ditches [403] and [405], which again are likely to 
be continuations of ditches to the south.  Ditch [403] was c. 0.5m wide and c. 
0.1m deep; it had an orange-brown sandy silt fill.  Ditch [406] was larger at c. 
0.8m wide and c. 0.25m deep.  The main fills of the ditches were similar in 
composition; however, ditch [406] also contained a c. 0.2m-thick, basal fill of 
orange-grey silty sand (407).  The latter contained a highly abraded, sand-
tempered pottery body sherd (fabric type F294: 8g) of probable early or middle 
Iron Age date.  Given the small size and worn condition of the sherd, it cannot be 
taken as reliable evidence for the date of the ditch. 

3.4 Modern Remains 
Within Trench 1, the foundations of a modern house, demolished in the 1970s, 
was identified but not recorded.  Associated with this were two demolition layers. 
Layer (103) was an orange-grey sandy silt and (104) was a brown-grey sandy silt, 
containing modern ceramic building material and rubble (not retained).  The 
layers were 0.25m and 0.2m thick respectively.  
 
At the north end of the PDA, the remains of a floor surface (804) extended 15.5m 
from the north-east end of Trench 8.  The c. 0.1m-thick tarmac layer was most 
likely a modern, replacement floor surface within one of the former onion barns 
recorded in this area (HER 14803-5).  Modern demolition material (603) was also 
present in Trench 6. 
 
 

 

                                                 
4 Fabric type identified in accordance with the Bedfordshire Ceramic Type Series 
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4. CONCLUSIONS AND HERITAGE STATEMENT  

4.1 Summary of Results  
Archaeological features were identified in four of the eight trenches, and 
comprised a set of two parallel ditches, identified in Trenches 1–4, and a ditch and 
a pit identified in Trench 2.  
 
The parallel ditches produced no conclusive dating evidence — the one fragment 
of Iron Age pottery is probably residual in a later feature.  Given the ditches’ 
perpendicular alignment to The Green, they are most likely to represent post-
medieval, post-enclosure field boundaries.  The almost complete absence of 
cultural material in their fills demonstrates that they were some distance from any 
focus of human occupation or activity.    
 
The pit in Trench 2 pre-dates the parallel ditches.  It too produced no cultural 
material and appears to be an isolated feature — no other pits were found within 
the trenches.  The NW-SE aligned ditch in Trench 2 may relate to a different 
phase of land division but its date and function remain unclear.  

4.2 Heritage Statement  
The small number of archaeological features within the trenches are essentially 
undated and appear to be of no more than local significance.  The principal ditches 
are likely to represent field boundaries, possibly of post-medieval date, located at 
a distance from any settlement focus within Beeston.  They have only very limited 
potential to contribute to the regional research objectives identified in the WSI. 
 
The scarcity of archaeological remains and the low significance of what was 
found during the trial trenching suggest that development of the PDA would not 
have a significant archaeological impact.
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