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Non-Technical Summary

In 2014, Central Bedfordshire Council granted augliplanning consent
(CB/12/03613) for a housing-led urban extensiothtonorth of Houghton Regis — a
development known as Houghton Regis North 1 (HRN1).

The outline permission allows for the implementatd Advance Infrastructure
Works (AIW) in advance of approval of reserve matter the development of each
area or sub area of the scheme, subsequent to apgboban Advance Infrastructure
Application (AIA).

In relation to part of the Phase 1 AIW, this repprésents an assessment of the
results of a programme of archaeological fieldwarld an Updated Project Design
(UPD). The latter describes the further work regdito analyse, produce a final
report and archive the results of the fieldworKl wiork has been undertaken in line
with the approved Written Scheme of Archaeologredource Management
(WSARM). The fieldwork was undertaken over pdrteree Archaeological
Character Areas (ACA,) as defined by evaluatiomi@Xl 2012). The fieldwork
comprised three excavation areas: HRN3455 (witl@AR), HRN3456 (within
ACAB8) and HRN3459 (within ACA9). The fieldwork wadertaken between 10th
December 2018 and 22nd February 2019.

The earliest firm evidence for human activity appda date to the late Bronze
Agelearly Iron Age (Phase 2). It comprised bougdfitches, dispersed pits and an
inhumation.

The late Iron Age/early Roman period (Phase 3) g@nestablishment of enclosures
on ACA9 which were associated with dispersed mitsost-built structures. A
limited number of similar pits and postholes weresent on ACAS8 but there the
excavation area was clearly peripheral to a setdabcore. A single ditch within
ACAZ2 was assigned to this period.

The enclosures within the excavated part of ACASchnworiginated in the late Iron
Age, were extended in the Roman period (PhasdtApuah their character suggests
that they are peripheral to the main settlemernthia area. A system of bedding
trenches was established in this period within ACABese are probably linked to
increased horticulture.

The limited information afforded by the narrow exaton area through the ACA2
settlement suggests that the Roman (Phase 4)setttecomprised a series of
possibly rectangular enclosures adjacent to theegDBrzook. While no buildings
were identified, the presence of significant qu#diof Roman building material
suggests that the settlement may have containetiasuial buildings (as was
indicated by the evaluation). A stone surface phiy served as a threshing floor
associated with crop-processing. Two unusual fl@addagon with an ink-written
graffito and part of an iron spearhead) and thedevice for more substantial
buildings than the norm suggest that the ACA2esattht is likely to have been of
higher ‘status’ than the others in the area.

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire
Phase 1 AIW within ACA2, ACA8 and ACA9
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The only evidence for early Saxon (Phase 5) agtwés limited to an isolated
sunken-featured building. It produced a relativiaisge quantity of pottery,
suggesting that is was in use for more than justi@t period of time. Itis also
interesting in terms of the wider landscape becausenilar isolated Saxon building
was investigated within the J1/J2 excavation aredna southern end of HRN1.

Evidence was also recovered for strip cultivatimalicating a medieval open field
system (Phase 6), and post-medieval field bounsl@dfibase 7). Generally speaking
these were on a similar alignment to the earli@emliAge and Roman boundaries.

The investigated remains and the recovered finde ltlze potential to contribute to a
number of local and regional research themes. @hekate to the evolution of the
landscape through time and the nature of activityttee periphery of settlements. In
particular, there is potential to contribute to iegal themes relating to settlement
character and economic basis during the late Irgge And Roman periods.
Therefore, in accordance with the WSARM, a prograrofranalysis is proposed,
resulting in a final report that will be submittéal the county journaBedfordshire
Archaeology

Upon completion of the analysis and final repdng project archive for each of the
three investigations will be accessioned with LuGwiture (under accession numbers
LUTNM: 2018/37, 2018/38, 2018/43).

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire
Phase 1 AIW within ACA2, ACA8 and ACA9
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1.

INTRODUCTION

11

1.2

1.3

Project Background

In 2014 Central Bedfordshire Council granted oetllanning consent
(CB/12/03613) for a housing-led urban extensioth&onorth of Houghton
Regis — a development known as Houghton Regis NIo(thRN1).

The outline permission allows for the implementatod Advance
Infrastructure Works (AIW) in advance of approvaleserve matters for the
development of each area or sub area of the scleiingequent to approval of
an Advance Infrastructure Application (AlA). Cotidn no. 9 on the
permission states:

Before the commencement of any Advance Infrastei@iorks within a
development area, an Advance Infrastructure Scleedietailing the
Advance Infrastructure Works for that developmegaaahall be submitted
to and approved in writing by the Local Planningtiarity. Each Advance
Infrastructure Schedule shall be accompanied byitiem scheme of
archaeological resource management which shall Blsapproved in
writing by the Local Planning Authority.

Albion Archaeology was commissioned by the clienptepare a WSARM
(Albion Archaeology 2018b) for the Phase 1 AIW.enorks fell partly
within three of the Archaeological Character Aré&€As) defined during the
evaluation (Albion 2012) — ACA2, ACA 8 and ACA 94lble 1). These
areas were subject to open-area excavation, ukderta advance of the
AIW. With the agreement of the LPA, the open-areavations were
extended to encompass all parts of ACAs 8 and tS¢Hawvithin Phase 1.

The open-area excavations were undertaken betw#brDEcember 2018 and
22nd February 2019. The remainder of the fieldwaekcribed in the
WSARM was undertaken in conjunction with the masntcactor’'s AIW and
will be reported separately.

Status and Purpose of this Report

This report presents an assessment of the regulie open-area excavations
within ACAs 2, 8 and 9, together with an Updatedjéct Design (UPD). The
latter describes the further work required to aslhe results of the
fieldwork, produce a final report and deposit tesuitant archive with Luton
Culture.

Site Location and Description

The fieldwork covered by this report comprises ¢haechaeological open-area
excavations between Houghton Regis and the A5-WKLrbad centred on
TL025/257 (Figs 1 and 2). The areas were diststged by the following
Albion project numbers: HRN3455 (within ACA2), HRBEG (within ACA8)
and HRN3459 (within ACA9).

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire
Phase 1 AIW within ACA2, ACA8 and ACA9
Assessment of Potential and Updated Project Design 11
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The topography of the area is relatively flatA20m OD but slopes, in places
quite steeply, down to the Ouzel Brook to the noffhe underlying geology
consists of West Melbury Marly Chalk FormattorThere are no recorded
superficial deposits but alluvium can be anticideatong the upper reaches of
the Ouzel Brook.

1.4  Archaeological Background

1.4.1 Introduction

HRN1 forms part of a landscape to the north of Hag Regis that contains
a variety of heritage assets dating from the M#solperiod to the modern
day. The adjacent chalk ridgelines of the Chikkdmave long been known to
contain evidence for early prehistoric settlemertt atual activity (Branigan
1994) but until recently our understanding of past-use and occupation in
the vicinity of HRN1 was based largely on surfagefact collection and
small-scale excavations undertaken by The Mans8eatbty (Hudspith
1995). They identified scatters of Mesolithic, N#ac and Bronze Age flint
tools along the chalk ridge between Chalton andgfieid and concentrations
of Iron Age and Roman artefacts in the vicinityGifalton Cross Farm and
Houghton Park.

In preparation of the planning applications for HR&hd the associated
Woodside Link road, a number of archaeological stigations were carried
out in the area:

* *Desk-based assessment (Albion Archaeology 2012)

* Field-walking (Amey 2012)

* *Geophysical survey (Stratascan 2012)

* Trial-trench evaluation (Albion Archaeology 2010da2013)
* *Trial-trench evaluation (Albion Archaeology 2012)

Note: those directly associated with HRN1 are iatid by an asterisk.

The evaluation work allowed the identification wkinty-one Archaeological
Character Areas (ACA), which were described witBihmapter 13 of the
Environmental Statement for HRN1 (HRDC 2012, 1-ZDhis document
deals with works carried out within ACAs 2, 8 and®Bable 1 below
summarises the archaeological remains identifigdiwihese areas and their
heritage significance as determined within the Enmunental Statement
(HRDC 2012).

ACA Evaluation evidence Interpretation and correlaion with Heritage
numbered heritage assets previously  significance
recorded within the HER

2 Pits, ditches, Late Iron Age/Roman farmstead core. Regional

occupation/demolition HER 1453
layers, mortared surfaces,
possible wall alignment

! http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.Alodation=houghton+regis&gobBtn=go

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire
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ACA Evaluation evidence Interpretation and correlaion with Heritage
numbered heritage assets previously  significance
recorded within the HER

8 Numerous enclosure Late Iron Age — Roman settlement site. District to
ditches (also identified by Previously identified from cropmarks andegional
geophysical survey), pits pottery scatters. HER 15855
and an inhumatio

9 Numerous enclosure Late Iron Age — Roman settlement site. District to
ditches (also identified by Previously known from cropmarks and regional
geophysical sivey) pottery scatters. HER 15€&

Table 1: Summary of evaluation results for ACAs 2, 8 and 9

Archaeological investigations were also subsequeaitried out on the
Woodside Link and A5—-M1 Link roads, which are imdgo the HRN1
development. Several dispersed pits dating tdetieeBronze Age/early Iron
Age period and containing burnt stone were reveai#un the route of the
Woodside Link road near to the Phase 1 AIW (Albdonhaeology 2018a).

A number of areas of archaeological investigatwese undertaken at the
eastern end of the A5—M1 Link road (MOLA 2015)anivance of a new
access road between Houghton Road and Chalton Eanss They revealed
a number of probable field boundary ditches datiinthe mid—late Iron Age.
Later Iron Age boundary ditches and pits were alsatified to the north of
the Phase 1 AlA.

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire
Phase 1 AIW within ACA2, ACA8 and ACA9
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2. PROJECT METHODOLOGIES AND ORIGINAL
OBJECTIVES
2.1  Introduction
The project methodologies and objectives were detan the WSARM
(Albion Archaeology 2018b). They are summarisec laong with an
overview of the national and regional research &aorks relevant to the
project.
Throughout the project the requirements and prajeatstandards set out in
the following documents were adhered to (see ajgoeAdix 1):
Albion Archaeology e Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwdi&d edn,
2017
CIfA ¢ Charter and b-law; Code of condu¢(2014
» Standard and guidance for archaeological excavation
(2014
East Anglian Archaeologye Gurney, D.Standards for Field Archaeology in the
Occasional Paper 14 East of Englan(2003)
Historic England * Management of Research Projects in the Historic
Environmer (2015
e Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theorg an
practice of methods, from sampling and recovery to
pos-excavatiol (2nd edn, 201
Luton Culture * Procedures for preparing archaeological archives fg
deposition with Luton Cultur(2013
2.2  Methodologies
2.2.1 Fieldwork

Fieldwork was undertaken between December 2018-ahduary 2019 (Table
2). All archaeological features and deposits vilevestigated in accordance
with the WSARM (Albion Archaeology 2018b) and Albiéd\rchaeology’s
Procedures ManuglAlbion Archaeology 2017).

Three open-area excavations, totalltg 1ha, were undertaken (Fig. 2).

Albion project ACA Extent Fieldwork start Fieldwork finish
HRN3455 2 0.1ha 10th December 2018 9th January 2019
HRN3456 8 2.5ha 12th December 2018 17th Januar§ 201
HRN3457 9 2.5ha 11th January 2019 11th Februar9 201

Table 2: Summary of the three open-area excavations

The overburden was removed by a 360 degree mecthaxicavator, fitted
with a toothless ditching bucket, operating undehaeological supervision.
Archaeological hand-excavation and recording theegeded once sufficient
archaeological features were exposed. The fieldwas monitored and
approved by the Central Bedfordshire Council Archagist (CBCA) on
behalf of the LPA.

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire
Phase 1 AIW within ACA2, ACA8 and ACA9
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2.2.2 Post-fieldwork

2.3

Following the fieldwork, checking and consolidatiointhe site records was
completed. In addition, all outstanding artefastd ecofact samples were
processed. The site archive was consolidatedtamotérnal consistency
checked in accordance with the requirements outlin®élanagement of
Research Projects in the Historic Environment, isec® (Historic England
2015).

The National and Regional Research Frameworks

The project was undertaken in line with national eggional research
frameworks.

National heritage strategy is embodied witHieritage 2020: strategic
priorities for England’s historic environment 20P82C; it is a cross-sector
collaboration initiative being delivered under tnespices of the Historic
Environment Forum and builds on the successesedl#dtional Heritage
Protection Plan (NHPP) 2011-2015, published by iBhdfleritage in 2010.

The aim of the Heritage 2020 initiative is to pagether, on behalf of the
whole environment sector, a unifying framework —eguested by the NHPP
consultation — which encourages individual orgainse to work together
using agreed common priorities to add value tthalir work. Five key
themes regarding the understanding, valuing, cammgenjoying of England’s
historic environment have been identified:

» discovery, identification and understanding

e constructive conservation and sustainable managemen

* public engagement

e capacity building

* helping things to happen

Whilst these themes are at a relatively high cotuzdpevel, the work
undertaken as part of the investigation, in linthwiational planning policy,
can be seen to fit within this framework.

On a regional level, a number of research framesvbeve been devised. The
earliest compriseResearch and Archaeology: a Framework for the Easte
Counties 1. resource assessm@ihzebrook 1997). This was complemented
by Research and Archaeology: a Framework for the EasBounties 2.
research agenda and strate(Brown and Glazebrook 2000), which set out
research priorities.

These documents were reviewed and revisé&kwision of the Regional
Research Framework for the Eastern Redidiedlycott and Brown 2008).
Finally, the regional research framework was agauewed and augmented
in Research and Archaeology Revisited: a revised fwaoriefor the East of
England(Medlycott 2011a).

2 Available online ahttp://www.heritage2020.net/2020-framework/

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire
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2.4

In addition to these regionally focussed documemtsk has also specifically
been done on the county of BedfordshBedfordshire Archaeology. Research
and Archaeology: Resource Assessment, Researchidgad StrategyOake

et al.2007).

Original Project Objectives

Previous archaeological investigations and assedsnrethe vicinity of the
AIW indicated there was potential for remains dgtio the Bronze Age, Iron
Age, Roman and medieval/post-medieval periods tforesent.

Based on the research agendas and those formuiatesl WSARM (Albion
Archaeology 2018b), a number of areas of researdhravestigation were
highlighted that could potentially be addressedhgyinvestigations:

* Landscape development in the Bronze and Iron AQek¢ 2007, 9—
10);

» Characterising Roman rural settlement, includirtfeseent layout and
economy (Oake 2007, 10-12; Going and Plouviez 208622 and
Medlycott 2011b, 47);

* Regional variation in settlement in the Roman pk(©ake 2007, 17
and Medlycott 2011b, 47);

* The origins and development of field systems aed&hationship
between field systems and settlements in the Irga @nd Roman
periods (Oake 2007, 10-12; Bryant 2000, 15; Gom#jRlouviez
2000, 19-22 and Medlycott 2011b, 47);

» The origin and development of medieval field syst€Make 2007,
14).

HRN1 traverses a wide archaeological landscape r@¢ional research
framework (Medlycott 2011a, 84-5) states that: ‘Fmnmteraction with
landscape and environment is central to archaemdbgiudy [...] in the East

of England’ and ‘the establishment of projects kEtralscape scale, rather than
that of an individual site, would allow for the omological and spatial
development of complex areas of palimpsest cropsnainkl finds scatters to
be analysed. Targeted fieldwork providing datimglence for those
landscapes should be a primary future researchicaithe region’.

Overall, the scale of HRN1 presents an opportunitynderstand how the
wider landscape was utilised during the Iron Ageman and medieval
periods, a research theme that is likely to beegianal significance.
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3. SITE SEQUENCE: SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS
3.1 Introduction
The recorded contextual data represents the featunek deposits investigated
during the fieldwork (i.e. pits, ditches, fillsyars etc.). This contextual data
has been assessed in order to establish whetlieuit provide a coherent
spatial and chronological framework. The mainecrét used were:
* Do the contexts form a coherent spatial or inteénpeaunit e.g.
boundary, enclosure, pit group etc.?
* Do the contexts have stratigraphic relationshigh wiher contexts?
» Do the contexts contain suitable dating material?
It was possible to assign all of the 821 contexfined on site to the resultant
contextual hierarchy which comprised:
» Groups (G), e.g. structures, ditches, pits etc.
» Land-use Areas (L), e.g. trackway, boundaries,angks etc.
» Phases, e.g. episodes of human activity correspgridibroad,
chronological periods based largely on their adiefal assemblage.
A summary of the contextual/phasing hierarchy espnt in Table 3 below.
Phase| Period ACA | Principal features No. of
contexts
1 | Geology/natural 2 Tree-throws/natural features L215 10
Natural geology L218 1
8 | Palaeochannel L107 9
Tree-throws/natural features L1038 12
Natural geology L109 1
9 | Tree-throws/natural features L23 20
Palaeochannel L25 10
Natural geology L27 1
2 | Late Bronze Age/early Iron 8 | Large pits L103 10
Age
9 | Boundary ditch L28 16
Boundary ditch L29 3
Inhumation and adjacent pit L30 4
3 | Late Iron Age/early Roman 2Ditch L200 3
8 | Small pits L100 4
Small pits L104 10
9| Enclosure L1 32
Possible enclosure L2 31
Possible trackway/boundary ditgh 7
L3
Post-built structures L4 17
Dispersed pits and postholes L5 121
Enclosure L6 40
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Phase| Period ACA | Principal features No. of
contexts
Gullies L12 17
Isolated gully L16 5
Postholes L18 4
Dispersed pits L19 11
4 | Roman 2| NW-SE aligned iiches L201 13
Ditches and pit L202 13
Pit cluster L204 20
Enclosure ditches L205 10
Enclosure ditches L206 7
Stone surface L207 6
Late pits L208 5
Ditches L209 23
Pits and postholes - north L210 20
Pits - south L211 5
NE-SW aligned ditches L216 21
8 | Bedding trenches L101 35
Boundary ditch L102 11
9 | Enclosure L7 3
Enclosure L8 31
Boundary ditch L9 12
Large unenclosed pits L10 9
Ditches L13 14
Later phase of rectangular 49
enclosure L
Pits L15 9
5 | Early Saxon 9 Sunken-featured building (SFB) 14
L11
6 | Medieval 2| Furrows 5
8 | Furrows 1
9| Furrows 6
7 | Post-medieval 2 Field boundaries L212 4
9 | Quarry pits L21 33
Possible trackway L20 21
8 | Modern 2| Land drains 2
Modern L214 9
8| Land drains 2
Large shallow pit L105 2
9 | Land drains 2
Drainage system 5
Total number of contexts: 821
Table 3 Summary of the contextual hierarchy by Phase/A@4
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The following summary is presented by ACA and PH&3ewith only the
more significant Land-use Areas (L) briefly desedb Group (G) numbers
are only provided where it is felt they will aidetheader.

3.2  HRN3455 (within ACA2)
The excavation comprised a 3m-wide ar850m-long corridor (Fig. 2). The
narrow extent of the excavation area made widerpnétation of the features
problematic despite the geophysical survey (Stcata012), cropmarks and
trial trenching (Albion Archaeology 2012) identifyg significant and
extensive Roman settlement within ACA2 as a whdlke results of the
geophysical survey in the vicinity of the HRN34%&rador, which may have
aided interpretation, were unclear, possibly duaéonature of the geology in
the vicinity of the adjacent brook and disturbafroen a hedgerow. Therefore
Land-use Areas have largely been assigned on #e tiafeature type and
location.
Phase Period Land-use  Principal features
Area
1 Geological/natural features L215 Tree-throws/ndti@aures
L218 Natural geology
3 Late Iron Age/early Roman L200 Ditch
4 Roman L201 NW-SE aligned tches
L202 Ditches and pit
L204 Pit cluster
L205 Enclosure ditches
L206 Enclosure ditches
L207 Stone surface
L208 Late pits
L209 Ditches
L210 Pits and postholes - north
L211 Pits - south
L216 NE-SW aligned ditches
6 Medieval L213 Furrows
7 Post-medieval L212 Field boundaries
8 Modern L214 Field drains
L217 Overburden layers
Table 4: Principal features HRN3455 (ACA2)
3.2.1 Phase 1: geological and natural features (Fig. 3)

3.2

Natural features including tree-throws were assigod_215. Their sterile
fills were distinct from the archaeological feasire

.2 Phase 3: late Iron Age/early Roman (Fig. 4)

Only a single feature was assigned to this ph#ssomprised a ditch L200
(Im wide x 0.4m deep) which contained a signifianbunt of late Iron
Age/early Roman pottery (2509).
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3.2.3 Phase 4: Roman (Fig. 5)

The majority of features identified within HRN34&&ve been assigned to the
Roman period (Phase 4). The predominant featuees WW-SE aligned
ditches, which are likely to have been in use thhmut the Roman period.
Land-use Areas have been assigned largely on bfaie spot-date of the
Roman pottery recovered.

A number of Land-use Areas contained no datingengd: ditches L209 and
pits L210 and L211; these have been assigned teeRhhased on their
proximity to dated features.

Ditches L201

Like the majority of the ditches in this phase #hassigned to L201 were
NW-SE aligned. All contained artefacts datinghe fist/2nd century.

Ditches and pit L202

Two shallow ditches and an associated pit appdarbd broadly
contemporary. Ditch G233 produced a single shépbtiery dating to the
Roman period. Stone-filled pit G231 contained abrdy evidence but was
truncated by G233.

Ditches L205 and pit cluster L204

The two ditches of L205 contained pottery datinghi 2nd/3rd century,
including 1259 from a primary fill.

Pit cluster L204 contained four pits of varying seand depth located to the
NE of ditches L205. They are likely to be contemapy with the ditches as
they all contained Roman pottery (mainly of 2nd/8eshtury date). The
assemblage was largeX.7kg) with the majority deriving from pit G224.

Ditches L206

Ditches L206 probably defined later Roman enclosaeboth contained
3rd/4th-century pottery. In addition, ditch G21asastratigraphically later
than the nearby features including stone surfa®y L2

Stone surface L207

A stone surface was found centrally within the icar. It comprised closely-
packed irregular stones and Roman building matewiaich appear to have
been placed within a shallow oval foundation fased on similar features
found elsewhere, it may have been a threshing.fldtie disuse layers above
the stone surface contained 13 fragments of huikah s

No dating evidence was recovered from the storfaciitself but it is well-
dated because 3rd/4th-century pottery and coine vesovered from the
overlying disuse layers. The surface itself waatigfraphically later than
ditches L216, dated to the 1st/2nd century, sugge#te surface dates to the
late Roman period.
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3.24

3.2.5

3.2.6

3.3

Phase

Late pits L208

Two shallow pits contained no datable finds, buthey were dug into the top
of Roman features it is likely that they are latain in date.

Ditches L209

Parallel ditches which produced no finds but ongdime alignment as the
ditches containing Roman pottery.

Pits and postholes L 210 to north

Small pits and postholes at NE end of excavatiea arhich produced no
datable finds. The layout of the postholes as ggtinin the narrow trench did
not suggest they were part of a structure.

Pits L211 to south
Two undated postholes at southern end of site.

DitchesL216

The ditches assigned to L216 were distinct in they were NE-SW aligned
and, therefore, on a different alignment to theamsy of ditches within the
excavation area. The small parallel ditches coethpale and sterile deposits.
The southern ditch showed evidence of re-cuttidhgsignment to the Roman
period was based @®00g of 1st/2nd-century pottery.

Phase 6: medieval (Fig. 6)

Three furrows L213 of presumed medieval date weeatified, indicating the
former existence of open fields. The presenceiwbivs to the south of the
excavation area was previously known from geoplaysiarvey (Stratascan
2012).

Phase 7: post-medieval (Fig. 7)

Evidence for post-medieval activity comprises tvaddf boundaries L212 on a
NNW-SSE alignment similar to that of the earliemin ditches (Phase 4).
G220 was identified by geophysical survey and trethiching (Albion 2012).

Phase 8: modern (Fig. 8)

Modern field drains L214 had truncated many ofdhehaeological features.
The overburden comprised.3m of topsoil and.0.2m of subsoil.

HRN3456 (within ACAS8)

Features identified within HRN3456 range in daterfrthe late Bronze/early
Iron Age to the modern period (Fig. 9).

Period Land-use Principal features
Area

1 Geological/natural features L107 Palaeochannel L107

L108 Tree-throws/natural features L108
L109 Natural geology

2 Late Bronze Age/early Iron Age  L103 Large pits

3 Late Iron Age/early Roman L100 Pit cluster to east
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Phase Period Land-use Principal features

Area
L104 Pit cluster to west

4 Roman L101 Bedding trenches
L102 Boundary ditch

6 Medieval L106 Furrows

8 Modern L105 Large shallow pit
L110 Overburden

Table 5: Principal features HRN3456 (ACAS8)

3.3.1 Phase 1: geological and natural features (Fig. 10)

The main geological feature identified was a pdeonel L107. It comprised
a dark band of silty material within a natural b@llthat increased in depth
towards the north end of the site (i.e. towardsQbeel Brook). A large
number of tree-throw holes L108 were also presé&hey were filled with
similar deposits to the palaeochannel, suggestieg were part of a
contemporary landscape.

3.3.2 Phase 2: late Bronze Age/early Iron Age (Fig. 11)

The evidence for this period consisted of two lgre assigned to L103. The
larger one G106 was 3.5m long x 2.9m wide x 1.1epddts size may
suggest that it functioned as a water-pit, althoonghvaterlogged deposits
survived near its base. It contained distinctkohéills suggestive of
deliberate backfilling.

No dating evidence was recovered from either passignment to this period
was based on dating of similar features previotsihgaled within the wider
HRN1 development area.

3.3.3 Phase 3: late Iron Age/early Roman (Fig. 12)

Phase 3 contained two clusters of small pits. LtbOdhe west consisted of
five pits and L100 to the east consisted for twis.piAll the pits were under
0.4m deep. The only pit to contain pottery wasrtbghernmost one of L100,
which produced two sherds of Iron Age pottery.

3.3.4 Phase 4: Roman (Fig. 13)

A system of bedding trenches L101 was locatederstiuth-west corner of the
excavation area and continued beyond the limihefsite. It comprised seven
E-W bedding trenches, measuring ug.tbm wide and 0.25m deep. Only one
sherd of late Iron Age/early Roman pottery was veoed.

A single boundary ditch L102 terminate®0m east of the bedding trenches;
it corresponds with L9 within ACA9. It containedsherd of pottery dated to
the 2nd century.

3.3.5 Phase 6: medieval (Fig. 14)

Two NW-SE furrows L106 of presumed medieval dateewdentified,
indicating the former existence of open fields.e finesence of furrows to the
south was previously known from geophysical suri@&yatascan 2012).
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Their absence across most of the area is likehetthe result of modern
plough truncation.

3.3.6 Phase 8: modern (Fig. 15)

Modern overburden deposits, comprising topsod.em thick) and subsoil
(0.1-0.4m thick), were assigned to L110.

A large but shallow pit L105 (9.1m in diameter 2. deep) was assigned to
the modern period. The only dating evidence rexm/gvas an undiagnostic
iron nail. However, the regular, flat-based natfréhe pit suggests a possible
modern construction.

3.1 HRN3457 (within ACA9)

Archaeological features identified date from the Bronze Age/early Iron
Age to the modern period.

Phase Period Land-use Principal features
Area
1 Geological/natural featur L23 Tree-throws/natural feature
L25 Paleochanne
L26 Colluvium
L27 Natural geolog
2 Late Bronze Agelearly Iron A, L28 Boundaryditch
L29 Boundary ditct
L30 Inhumation and adjacent |
3 Late Iron Age/early Rom: L1 Enclosure
L2 Possible enclosul
L3 Possible trackway/boundary dit
L4 Pos-built structures
LS Dispersed pitwithin enclosure are
L6 Enclosure
L12 Gullies
L16 Isolated gully
L18 Postholes within L
L19 Small pits south of L
4 Romar L7 Enclosure
L8 Enclosure
L9 Boundary ditct
L10 Large unenclosed pits south of
L13 Ditches extending north of si
L14 Activity within enclosure L
L15 Pits truncating L
5 Early Saxo L11 Sunker-featured building (SFE
6 Medieva L24 Furrows
7 Pos-medieva L20 Possible trackwe
L21 Quarry pit:
8 Moderr L26 Overburder
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L22 Land drains

Table 6: Principal features HRN3457 (ACA9)

3.1.1 Phase 1: geological and natural features (Fig. 17)

The main geological feature identified was a pathaanel L25, a dark band
of silty material that ran north-south across the within a natural hollow. It
was similar in nature and alignment to that founthiw HRN3456 to the
south-west and was respected by ditches assigribd tate Bronze Age/early
Iron Age. A large number of tree-throw holes L2&8revalso present. They
were filled with similar deposits to the palaeoahaln suggesting they were
part of a contemporary landscape.

Up to 1m of colluvium L26 was removed along theth@ide of the area to
reveal archaeological deposits, suggesting theesdgng the edge of site was
once significantly steeper than the modern gradient

3.1.2 Phase 2: late Bronze Age/early Iron Age (Fig. 18)

The earliest evidence for human activity comprigedndary ditches L28 and
L29, and an inhumation with adjacent pit G30.

Boundary L28

The north-south boundary survived as a small ditathits truncated nature
suggests that it may have originally extended beyber northern limit of the
excavation area. A.7m-wide gap in the ditch indicates the locatiomof
entranceway through the boundary.

No datable artefacts were recovered from the ditdht was stratigraphically
earlier than features assigned to Phase 3 lateAlgerearly Roman,
specifically enclosure L6.

Ditch L29

A short length of ditch was identified in the smaticavation area targeted on
inhumation G75 that had been found during the traaiching (Albion
Archaeology 2012). Although only a short lengtrswasible it appeared to be
SE-NW aligned. It terminated within the excavateoea where a pit and a
grave had been dug into it (see below).

No datable artefacts were recovered from the ditght has been assigned to
this phase because of its association with inhumaa75.

Inhumation and adjacent pit L30

Inhumation G75 was discovered during the trial¢heng. It comprised a
flexed skeleton positioned on the same alignmenndsrlying ditch L29 with
its head to the NW. Both the grave and the adfguémere dug into partially
infilled ditch L29.

No datable artefacts were recovered but the absdrfoels and the position
of the burial within the ditch suggests it is likéd be middle-late Bronze Age
or early Iron Age in date.
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3.1.3 Phase 3: late Iron Age/early Roman (Fig. 19)

Phase 3 is characterised by the establishmentl@astttwo enclosures L1 and
L6 with a possible third L2 extending beyond thte $b the north. These
enclosures appear to be on the same alignmené dmtindary established in
Phase 2 suggesting a degree of continuity witherldhdscape. Dispersed pits
L5 and L19 broadly occupied the enclosed areawbete a stratigraphic
relationship was visible, the pits were alwaysieaduggesting that at least
some of them represent slightly earlier unencl@seivity.

EnclosureL1

Ditches were identified on all but the northerresad this enclosure. The only
evidence for recutting was in the south-east cowtere the ditch was
significantly larger (1.1m deep) than in the otbecavated segments (0.15m
deep). The south-west corner was also largeze suggesting it too may
have been recut, although no recut could be digishgd on site. The east
and west ditches decreased in size to the noinhpitssible that a ditch on the
north side had been completely truncated by mogkeunghing.

Approximately 7509 of late Iron Age/early Romantpot was recovered,
largely from the more substantial south and weshdengths.

EnclosureL6

This rectangular enclosure was defined by a ditchlbsides. The existence
of an earlier ditch G9 along the south side may &irthe original form of the
enclosure before it was extended to the east. &therditch widened on the
west side of the enclosure, it also became sigmiflg deeper (0.8m).

Approximately 8509 of late Iron Age/early Romantpof was recovered.

Post-built structures L4

Four groups of postholes appear to define pospitsé-built structures located
outside of enclosures L1 and L6. Three (G22, GEP@54) may represent
four-post structures; the fourth (G21) comprises imdividual postholes to
south of G22. Those associated with structure @& only 0.05m deep,
whereas those of structure G22 wef@4m deep. The location and similarity
in size (up to 0.3m deep and.25m wide) of the postholes of G21 suggest
they too may have been part of a similar structure.

No dating evidence was recovered from the L4 pdstheo assignment to
this phase is based on the dating of similar atrestin the region to the Iron
Age.

Possible enclosure L2

Two parallel ditches at the northern limit of thie snay form two sides of
another enclosure, although no southern boundawved. A pit cluster,
including G61 and G62, appears to be associatddtigt enclosure as the pits
were located adjacent to the SE side of the endostlihe pits were generally
shallow and oval in form.
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3.14

The enclosure ditches and pits were assigned teePhan the basis of the
recovery of late Iron Age/early Roman pottery. ®&l was unusual in that it
produced a significantly larger amount of pottaryt 6kg) than the other
features.

Dispersed pitsL5 and L19

Dispersed pits L5 and L19 were all located in tloénity of enclosures L1 and
L6. The pits of L5 fell within or between the eoslires whereas the pits
assigned to L19 were south of the main enclosupés. G39, G47 and G48, at
1.2m diameter and 0.7m deep were the largest phs. bell-shaped profiles
of pits G47 and G48 is suggestive of a storagetiomc The pits in L5 were in
small clusters of varying sizes, sometimes inclgdirposthole such as in
G44/45. The ‘clusters’ do not always appear tpeesthe enclosures,
supporting the idea that at least some of thenpitg predate these ditches.

Assignment of the pits to this phase is based emdbovery of late Iron
Agel/early Roman pottery from nineteen of the theight features. In
addition, a brooch found within G47 indicates & lmon Age date for the
infilling of this pit. Approximately 2.3kg of fire clay fragments were
recovered from the pits of L5.

DitchesL3,L12 and L16

Four small ditches assigned to Phase 3 do not appéam part of any
enclosure.

Ditch L3 was located in the gap between enclosutesnd L6, suggesting it
may have been associated with a trackway or boyndawo short lengths of
gullies L12 were also situated between the twoaswres. Neither produced
any dating evidence but their proximity to disperpés L5 suggests they may
be of a similar date.

Isolated gully L16 was partially excavated duringlttrenching. It was
shallow and poorly defined. It is stratigraphigadbrlier than a Roman ditch
and hence has been assigned to this phase.

Phase 4: Roman (Fig. 20)

Roman activity was characterised by the continuadiod enlargement of
enclosures established in the late Iron Age/eadm&n period. Enclosure L8
extended across the gap between the earlier emefosu

Enclosure L7 and internal activity L14

Enclosure L7 reused some of the Phase 3 ditchedefiaed enclosure L6.
Its northern ditch was up to 1.1m deep, while thgtlsern ditch was only
c.0.3m deep. There was evidence of recutting ane mamplexity in the
ditch arrangements in the south-west corner whigch 620, which
terminated, suggests there may have been a soutkiemsion.

Assignment to this phase is based largely on tbevery ofc.630g of 1st/2nd-
century pottery and on stratigraphic relationshkvis Phase 3 enclosure L6.
A posthole assigned to L14 also produced pottetingléo the Roman period.
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3.1.5

3.1.6

EnclosurelL8

Enclosure ditch L8 partially enclosed the areaBlwdse 3 enclosures L1 and
L6. It was broadly consistent in depthcdd.35m.

Assignment to Phase 4 is based on stratigraplataoakhips with Phase 3
enclosures and on pottery, largely recovered duhadrial trenching, dating
to the 1st/2nd century (Albion Archaeology 2012).

Boundary ditch L9

A NE-SW boundary ditch L9 is also assigned to fflgsod despite being on a

very different alignment to the enclosures becaus®ps at the southern ditch
of enclosure L7. If a similar ditch (L102) on th@me alignment within ACA8

is part of the same boundary, it would extend ar@i0m.

LargepitsL10

Two large pits were located south of the main esales on the projected
alignment of ditch G20. They had dark upper &itel chalky lower fills. At
c.1m deep, they were deep enough to have functiasedhter-pits; however,
no waterlogged deposits survived. Oalg2g of Roman pottery was
recovered from pit G55.

Ditches L13

Two c.1.2m-wide ditches on the same alignment contiregand the
northern extent of the excavation area and terméhat their southern extents.

Assignment to this Phase was based on the reco¥@&3g of Roman pottery.

PitsL15

Three pits were dug into the north side of ditchalfi&r it had largely infilled
and they may therefore be among the latest featlugén this phase.

Phase 5: early Saxon (Fig. 21)

Evidence for early Saxon activity comprised a smginken-featured building
(SFB) L11. Its position, central within the earlhase 3 enclosure L1,
suggests that the latter may have still existexbime form during this period.

The SFB comprised a rectangular pit (3.5m long xw8de and 0.1m deep)
with a pair of opposing postholes (up to 0.5m deeyw) a smaller central
posthole. Approximately 0.5kg of early Saxon potte@as recovered from its
fill. In addition, two iron nails, a fragment ofggass vessel and a Roman coin
were found.

Phase 6: medieval (Fig. 22)

Two furrows L24 of presumed medieval date wereftified, indicating the
former existence of open fields. The presencewbivs to the south was
previously known from geophysical survey (Stratas2@12). Their absence
across most of the area is likely to have beemakelt of modern ploughing.
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3.1.7 Phase 7: post-medieval (Fig. 23)

The post-medieval period is characterised by alarga of quarry pits L21 at
the eastern end of the excavation area. Theseolgegiable dimensions and
contained largely sterile fills. However, a roié tand a sherd of post-
medieval pottery wenecovered.

Parallel ditches possibly defining a trackway L2&gvsimilarly sterile but
produced a single fragment of roof tile, suggestimpst-medieval origin.

3.1.8 Phase 8: modern (Fig. 24)

Modern overburden deposits, comprising topsoil sutasoil, were assigned to
L26. A thin topsoil onlyc.0.2m thick was removed from the area. Subsoil

was only present along the north side of the exeavarea where it was up to
1m deep.

A series of land drains L22 were present in the afeéhe Phase 7 quarry pits

L21. Although clearly associated in some way, ttnegcated the pit fills so
were later in date.
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4, QUANTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF THE
ARTEFACTS AND ECOFACTS
4.1 Introduction
This section provides a summary of the artefactsemofacts recovered
during the investigations. At the end of each settion the potential of each
individual data-set to address the original redealgectives is reviewed.
Summarised information on quantity, spatial provexeg date and condition is
provided.
4.1 Pottery
4.1.1 Methodology
The assemblage was recorded by fabric type andi§edrby minimum sherd
count and weight. Pottery was spot-dated by fondi@ fabric type, and was
a principal determinant in assigning contexts tamoblogical periods.
4.1.2 Quantification, date range and fabrics
The assemblage totals 654 sherds (15.1kg), therityajieriving from later
Iron Age and Roman features (Phases 3 and 4) witRIN3457 (Table 7).
ACA?2 ACA8 ACA9
HRN3455 HRN3456 HRN3457
Phase | Sh Wt. (9) Sh| Wt (g Sh.| Wt (d Total sherd Wt. (9)
2 - - - - 1 13 1 13
3 7 25( 2 13 224 6,62F 23z 6,88¢
4 12¢ 3,17¢ 2 82 24¢ 4,381 37¢ 7,63¢
5 - - - - 31 504 31 504
6 11 9g - - - - 11 95
7 - - - - 2 39 2 39
Total 144 3,521 4 0§ 506 11,562 654 15,178
Table 7: Pottery quantification by Phase and ACA
Pottery spans the late Iron Age, Roman, early Saxohpost-medieval
periods. A single sherd of post-medieval date atsurs. Fabrics are listed
in Table 8 in accordance with the Bedfordshire @ecal'ype Series.
ACA2 ACA8 ACA9
HRN3455 HRN3456 HRN3457
Fabric type Common name Sh| Wt (g Sh] Wt (g Sh. Wt. (9)
Iron Age
FOz Groc and san - - - - 9 32¢
FOE Grog and she - - - - 4 282
FOBA Fine grog 12 1 4 32 55¢
FO6E Medium grog - - - 111 2,51¢
FO6C Coarse gro - - - - 36 1,39¢
FO7 Shel 1 48 - - 25 48F
FO¢ Sand and grc 4 213 - - 11C 3,51¢
F17 Groc - - - - 1 4
F3z Send and flin - - 2 13 - -
F34 Sanc 1 22 - - 54 88¢
F3¢ Grogand micz - - - - 9 18<
F Nonr-specific Iron Ag: - - - - 27 22C
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ACA2 ACA8 ACA9
HRN3455 HRN3456 HRN3457

Fabric type Common name Sh| Wt (g Shi Wt (g Sh. Wt. (9)
Roma

RO1 Samian war 9 34 - - 8 81
RO3E Gritty white ware 3 9t - - 1 33
RO5A Oxidised sand 1 54 - - -
RO5E Fine oxdised sand 10 93 - - - -
ROGE Coarse grey wa 42 1,202 - - 21 214
R0O6C Fine grey war 7 8t - - 11 14C
ROG6F Grog and sand grey w 15 33t - - - -
RO6C Silty grey wart 1 2 - - - -
RO6K White-slipped grey wai - - - - 7 25
RO6I Black-slipped grey wee 13 20¢ - - - -
RO7A Black-burnished wat 2 65 - - - -
RO7B Sandy black wal 1 17 - - 1 9
RO9A Pink-grogged war 2 82 - - - -
R11 Oxford oxidised war 1 9 - - - -
R11E Oxford white war 2 8€ - - - -
R12B Nene Valley coloi-coated war 5 43 - - - -
R1:z Shelly wari 17 52( - - 6 12¢
R14 Sand (re-brown harst 4 13¢ 1 78 - -
R18A Gritty pink ware - - - 1 12
R21 Mortaria (unprovenance 1 9¢ - - - -
R22A Hadham oxidised wa 1 6€ - - - -
Pos-Romai

Al6 Saxon coarse qua - - - - 21 39t
A18 Saxon fine quar - - - - 7 58
Al19 Saxon quartz and orga - - - - 3 54
P01 Glazed red earthenw: - - - - 1 32

Table 8 Pottery type series by ACA

4.1.3 HRN3455 (within ACA2)

The assemblage totals 144 late Iron Age and Roimamls (3.5kg), the
majority associated with Phase 4 features.

Phase 3: late Iron Age/early Roman

Pottery collected from ditch L200 comprises sevesrds (2509) in grog-,
sand- and shell-tempered fabrics datable to tHg &sr century AD.
Diagnostic forms are two lid-seated jars and aagfeitype vessel.

Phase 4: Roman

The Phase 4 assemblage totals 126 sherds (3.1R¢M5g) and derives
mainly from pits L204 (Table 9). With the exceptiof a single late Iron Age
sherd, all are fully Romanised wares, ranging ite di@m the late 1st to 3rd
century. The assemblage is predominantly locaharacter and comprises a
standard range of sandy coarse wares and a smmadlatity of shelly wares.

A few regional wares occur, deriving from Buckingtshire (pink-grogged
ware), the Verulamium region (white ware), the N¥iadley (colour-coated
ware), Oxfordshire (oxidised ware) and Dorset (klaarnished ware). Eight
undiagnostic Gaulish samian sherds are the sokneomal import.

3 Mean sherd weight
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4.1.4

4.1.5

Forms are jars with simple everted rims, a routekieaker, flanged bowls,
mortaria and a flagon. The latter is of particuhderest as it has an unusual
ink-written graffito referring to éagona(wine storage jar or jug) and to the
gods Jupiter and Vulcan.

Land-use Area Sherd  Wt. (9)
L201 Ditche 6 32
L202 Ditches and f 2 1C
L204 Pi cluste 61 1,731
L205 Enclosure itches 25 561
L206 Enclosure itches 5 20C
L207 Stone surfa 19 445
L216 Ditche 8 192
Total 126 3,176

Table 9 HRN3455 (ACA2) — Phase 4 pottery quantification

Phase 6: medieval

Residual Roman pottery collected from medievaldws L213 comprises ten
abraded coarseware body sherds (93g) and a samagnédnt (2g). The poor
condition of the material is consistent with itsaeery from agricultural
features.

HRN3456 (within ACAS8)

Two abraded sand-tempered Iron Age body sherd9 8oed from the
northernmost of two small pits assigned to L100ageh3). Single abraded
sherds of late Iron Age and early Roman potterwddrrespectively from
Phase 4 bedding trenches L101 (4g) and boundaly dit02 (789).

HRN3457 (within ACA9)

Pottery collected from HRN3457 totals 506 sherds5Kkg) spanning the late
Iron Age, Roman and early Saxon periods, the ntgjderiving from features
assigned to Phases 3 and 4.

Phase 2: late Bronze Age/early Iron Age

A highly abraded grog-tempered body sherd (13gldatto the late ‘Belgic’
Iron Age (13g) was collected from boundary L28.eHferd is considered to
be intrusive, and is likely to originate from Ph&senclosure L6.

Phase 3: late Iron Age/early Roman

The majority of the HRN3457 assemblage derives faispersed pits L5, and
enclosure ditches and associated features L2 (Ti&f)ehe latter including 14
sherds (828g) from a single vessel. A range of-gand sand-tempered
fabrics typical of the late ‘Belgic’ Iron Age occuAll are likely to be of local
origin, although specific provenance is unknownosliwessels are wheel-
thrown; some are hand-built with a wheel-finishbdwdder and rim, and a few
are entirely hand-built. Diagnostic forms arehn tBelgic’ tradition (after
Thompson 1982) and comprise jars with simple edestdid-seated rims,
some with single/multiple cordons or combed deconalarge storage-type
vessels, and a rouletted butt beaker.
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Land-use Area Sherd  Wt. (9)
L1 Enclosur 38 74¢
L2 Possible nclosure feature 67 1,99(
L3 Possible trackway/boundary di 1 6
L5 Dispersed pi 97 3,03¢
L6 Enclosur 2C 843
L19 Dispersesmallpits 1 4
Total 224 6,625

Table 10 HRN3457 (ACA9) — Phase 3 pottery quantification

Phase 4: Roman

The Phase 4 assemblage totals 248 sherds (4.3Rg: MG) and derives
mainly from enclosure L7 and enclosure ditch L8I(€4dl1), the latter
including 31 sherds (8409) from a single lid-seatesel. Fifty-four sherds
(629g) are Roman in date (mainly late 1st and Zmduwy) and the remainder
late Iron Age, although their quantity suggestslatier are unlikely to be
residual. Iron Ages wares are comparable in fanchfabric with those
collected from Phase 3 features. Additional foaresa platter and corrugated
vessel. The Roman assemblage almost entirely eeesgdocally
manufactured sandy coarse wares and a smallerityuairshelly wares.
Regional and continental wares are less well reppitesl than on HRN3455,
and respectively comprise a reeded-rim white wakel from the Verulamium
region and four samian sherds, including a possista 37 bowl.

Land-use Area Sherd  Wt. (9)
L7 Enclosure (r-cut & extension of L€ 12¢ 2,04
L8 Encosure ditc 7C 1,60¢
L9 Boundary ditc 2 38
L10 Large pit 3 22
L13 Ditche: 6 33
L14 Internal activity (enclosure L 4 36
L15 Pits cutting L 34 59¢€
Total 248 4,381

Table 11 HRN3457 (ACA9) — Phase 4 pottery quantification

Phase 5: early Saxon

Thirty-one sherds representing 15 hand-built e8dyon vessels (5049)
derived from the fills of SFB L11. Wares are pipaily sand-tempered; three
sherds also contain organic matter. The potteweispreserved, with a mean
sherd weight of 169, although is largely undiagicost form — an upright
incurving rim and flat-rounded base are the onftdes sherds. The pottery is
undecorated, although several sherds have smoothegbed surfaces. The
largest single vessel comprises six sherds, wegghiy 123g.

Phase 7: post-medieval

The fills of post-medieval quarry L21 yielded ali-¢entury glazed red
earthenware bowl rim (32g) and a residual shefdarhan grey ware (79).
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4.1.6

4.2

4.2.1

Assessment of potential

The majority of the pottery assemblage is latehisteric and Roman in date,
and primarily local in character. The Roman pgtisiargely low-status and
domestic, indicated by the basic, utilitarian waressent, and the small
guantity of regional and continental imports. Wtitle exception of the flagon
sherd with unusual ink-written graffito from HRN3l5he pottery is typical
of the period and locality. Most of the assemblegeprises coarse wares,
represented by a standard range of well-documédatatly manufactured
fabrics; thus the assemblage is unlikely to yiedd/mata on Roman ceramic
fabrics. The wares can, however, be usefully coetpwith late Iron Age and
Roman assemblages recovered from other sites iHahghton Regis
environs.

Albeit small, the Saxon assemblage from HRN345 iaterest as it
demonstrates a degree of continuity from the Rop&sind, absent from the
neighbouring sites. It also augments known distidm of Saxon ceramics
across the county.

Ceramic Building Material

Brick, tile and fired clay was recorded by fabgrpé, and quantified by
minimum fragment count and weight. Brick and tkxived principally from
HRN3455 and fired clay from HRN3457 (Table 12). ndavas collected from
HRN3456.

ACA2 ACA9
HRN3455 HRN3457

Phase | Frag. Wt. ()| Frag.| Wt (g Total Frag. Wt. (9)

3 - - 41 3,23 41 3,23¢

4 38 4,98 17 71z 5§ 5,69¢

6 1 38 - - 1 38

7 1 11€ 2 87 3 20z
Total 40 5,141 60 4,031 100 9,172

Table 12: CBM quantification by Phase and ACA
HRN3455 (within ACA2)

Phase 4: Roman

Roman building material is of standard form — teg{#4 examples), imbrex
(12) and a single stamped flue tile. It comprslesaded sand- or grog-
tempered wares with a mean fragment weight of 18ugviving tegulae
flanges are D-shaped and two have knife-cut rebd¥tesst were collected
from ditches L205, L206 and associated with staméase L207 where they
had been reused in the construction of the posgibbshing floor (Table 13).
Part of a handmade sand/organic slab (thicknessm}4tarived from
enclosure ditches L205.

Land-use Area Frag. Wt (g)
L202 Ditches and f 2 11z
L204 Pit: 1 51
L205 Ditche 14 2,11¢
L206 Ditche 8 1,257
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4.2.2

4.2.3

Land-use Area Frag. Wt. (g)
L207 Stone surfa 1C 1,123
L209 Ditche 2 192
Total 37 4,854

Table 13 HRN3455 (ACA2) — Phase 4 brick and tile quangifion

Phases 6 and 7: post-Roman

Single abraded pieces of imbrex and tegula (154§ wespectively collected
from Phase 6 furrows L213 and Phase 7 field bouesl&a212, where they
occurred as residual finds.

HRN3457 (within ACA9)

Phases 3 and 4: late Iron Age and Roman

Redeposited fired clay fragments (3.9kg) were ctdié from late Iron Age
and Roman features, the majority associated withs®B dispersed pits L5
(Table 14). They mainly occur in a sandy orgaalaric, and many retain
traces of flat or slightly undulating finger-smoethsurfaces. Two pieces
(1259) represent structural daub and retain wal#th impressions.

Portable furniture recovered from dispersed feataoss the site includes
fragments from a minimum of 14 handmade slabs renigi thickness from
25-40mm. Slabs occur with greatest frequency nltan Age and early
Roman sites, and are likely to represent ‘bakeestoor temporary shelves in
ovens or kilns.Fragments of a tray/slab with raised edges andta plith
pre-firing circular perforations (diameter 30mmgabccur.

Phase Land-use Area Wt. (g)
3 L1 Enclosur 50
L2 Enclosure ditches and associateature: 79k

L5 Dispersed pi 2,36:

L6 Enclosur 25

4 L7 Enclosure (I-cut & extension of L€ 201
L8 Enclosure ditc 451

L13 Ditche: 44

L15 Pits cutting L 16

Total 3,944

Table 14 HRN3457 (ACA9) — Phases 3 and 4 fired clay quization

Phase 7: Post-medieval

Trackway ditches L20 and quarry L21 yielded sirajdeaded pieces of sand-
tempered post-medieval flat roof tile (879).

Assessment of potential

Further analysis of the ceramic building matered khe potential to assist
with the establishment of chronology and comparisdh assemblages
recovered from other sites in the Houghton Regisrens.
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4.3

4.3.1

4.3.2

‘Other Artefacts’

Methodology

‘Other artefacts’ are defined as registered an#d fintls, excluding pottery
and ceramic building material. Each object wagyassl a preliminary
identification and a functional category, and waargified by number and/or
weight. All ironwork and selected non-ferrous atgewere x-rayed by P
Greaves, Drakon Heritage and Conservation. Pnefingiidentifications were
up-dated in light of the information gained frone tkrrays.

Each site is initially discussed separately in teohthe quantification, variety
and date range of the assemblage. This is folldwyea discussion of the
assemblage’s provenance (phase and contextualitieppslts potential to
address the research aims of the investigatioteisconsidered.

HRN3455 (within ACA2)

Quantification and variety
A total of 13 ‘other artefacts’ were recovered.

Material Quantity
Silver

Copper allo

Iron

Glas:

Stong

Total 1

Table 15:HRN3455 (ACA2) — ‘other artefacts’ by material

The objects were assigned to one of nineteen cagsgthe majority of
categories relating to the function the objectsgrared €.g Building
Materials and Services; Crafts and Industry, DeegbPersonal Adornment).
Two categories (Prehistoric Flint and Objects otéhtain Identity) are not
functionally related (Table 16).

WFELNDMOE-

Finds category Material Broad term Quantity
Fastenings & Fitting Iron Nail 1
Fastenings & Fitting Iron Timber/Joiner’s da 1
Householi Glas: Bottle 2
Commerc Silver Coin 1
Commerc Copper allo Coin 4
Militaria & Weaponn Iron Spearhee 1
Multi-functiona Iron Hook 1
Uncertait Copper allo  Strip fragmer 1
Natura Ironstont Fossi 1

Table 16:HRN3455 (ACA2) — ‘other artefacts’ by functionaktegory

Daterange

Typologically dated finds were limited in numbeutbhe most closely dated
was the coin assemblage. Three of the five confdde dated and all are
thought to be Roman in date, the earliest beingssiple coin of Hadrian (AD
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117-38). Two coins date to the 4th century, inicigasiliqua of Valentinian
| (AD 364-78) and a fragment of a possilftel' Temp Reparatidalling
horseman’ coin dating to the mid-4th century. Aligh the socketed iron
spearhead is incomplete, it appears to be an examhpllanning’s type 3,
narrow blades with expansion at base (Manning 199620), which can be
dated to the Roman period generally.

The only other typologically dated finds comprig®tglass bottles, one an
embossed, moulded octagonal bottle with screw-tle@aim dating to post-
1886 and a ‘Yeast Vite' tablet bottle, a productige from 1920s into the
1980s.

Provenance

‘Other artefacts’ were recovered from three offtlie phases identified at
HRN3455 (ACA2).

The coin from the fill of late Iron Age/early Romdirich (L200) is currently
illegible; cleaning and study during analysis majptto refine its dating.

PhaseL G Description Object Quantity
3 20C 22¢ Ditch Copper alloy coi 1
4 201 207 Ditch Copper alloy coi 1
4 20z 21¢ Ditch Silver coir 1
4 205 20C Enclosure ditc Ironstonefossi 1
4 205 228 Layer Iron spearhead 1

Iron joiner’s doy 1
4  20€ 21z Ditch Copper alloy stri 1
4 207 213 Stone surface Copper alloy coin 2
Iron nail 1
Iron hool 1
7 212z 22C Field boundan Glass bottl 2

Table 17 HRN3455 (ACA2) — ‘other artefacts’ by Phase, Larsd-érea and Group

Phase 4 deposits produced the bulk of the othefaats assemblage. The fill
of ditch G207 in L201 contained a Roman coin, dugsadupondiusof
Hadrian (AD 117-38). The fill of ditch G218 in L2@ielded a later 4th-
century silversiliqua of Valentinian | (reverse RESTITVTOR
REIPVBLICAE) from the mint at Thessalonica (Salamiksreece). Although
the ironstone ball in the fill of enclosure ditcR@ in L205 is naturally
occurring, such stones have been known to beediés slingshot and could
have been used in hunting, as well as warfare {f2iil984, 425-6; Greep
1987, 183-200).

Layer G228 was adjacent to and associated witke langlosure ditch G227 in
L205. This spread of material contained a ‘joisafbg’ and a socketed
spearhead. Although certainty as to the form efspead is not possible due
to its being incomplete, it seems likely thasiti type with narrow blades and
with an expansion at the base of the blade (Mantyipg 3; 1976, 19-20).

The copper alloy strip fragment from ditch G212 #06 retains no diagnostic
features.
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4.3.3

The final feature in Phase 4 to yield ‘other arté$awas possible threshing
floor G213. Two copper alloy coins were found a&ssted with the stone
surface; both are poorly preserved but are likelgidte to the later 3rd and 4th
centuries. In addition to the coins, the threskiiogr produced a flat-headed
general purpose nail (Manning type 1b: Manning 1984-5) and a large,
robust S-shaped hook. Neither item is closelydiaiehe size of the S-shaped
hook (length 101.5mm) suggests it did not serva esain link; it may have
been used for suspension (steelyard?) or perhagpfamness or cart fitting.

The two glass bottles from Phase 7 (post-medidid) boundary G220 are
firmly of modern date (20th century).

HRN3456 (ACAS)

Quantification and variety
A total of five ‘other artefacts’ were recovered.

Material Quantity
Registered finc

Copper allo 1
Iron 3
Lead alloy 1
Total 5

Table 18 HRN3456 (ACAB8) — ‘other artefacts’ by material

The following finds categories are representedhis assemblage (Table 19).

Finds category Material Broad term Quantity
Fastenings & fittings Iron Tack 2
Household Lead alloy Vessel repair plug 1
Commerce Copper alloy  Coin 1
Uncertain Iron Strip fragment 1

Table 19 HRN3456 (ACAS8) — ‘other artefacts’ by functioradtegory

Daterange

The finds of flat-headed tacks, strips and vessedir plugs are not closely
datable; for example, vessel repair plugs of leadkaown to occur in both
Roman and medieval periods. The coin is currefidgible but appears to be
a ‘minim’ of later 3rd- or 4th-century date.

Provenance

Colluvial deposits (Phase 1) contained a ‘mininihoaf probable later 3rd- or
4th-century date. The single ‘other artefact’ frRmman deposits (Phase 4)
was found in the fill of ditch G104 (L102) and conged a lead alloy vessel
repair plug of the ‘waisted’ variety. Modern pldwspil deposits (Phase 8)
contained two iron flat-headed tacks and an irafopated strip retaining a
flat-headed tack in situ.
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4.3.4 HRN3457 (ACA9)

Quantification and variety
A total of nineteen ‘other artefacts’ were recovkere

Material Quantity
Registered finc

Copper allo

Iron

Lead allo

Glas:

Flint

Total 1

Table 20: HRN3457 (ACA9) — ‘other artefacts’ by material

ONRFRPFPO®

The following finds categories are representedhis assemblage (Table 21).

Finds category Material Broad term Quantity
Fastenings & fittings Iron Nail 6
Household Glass Vessel 1
Commerce Copper alloy  Coin 2
Dress & accessories Copper alloy  Brooch 1
Dress & accessories Iron Brooch 1
Dress & accessories Copper alloy  Button 1
Prehistoric Flint Core 1
Prehistoric Flint Blade 1
Multifunctional Iron Wire 1
Uncertain Copper alloy  Mount? 1
Uncertain Lead alloy Strip fragment 1
Uncertain Iron Tang? 1

Table 21:HRN3457 (ACA9) — ‘other artefacts’ by material

Date range

The earliest typologically dated finds are two wetKlints comprising
fragments from a core and a blade. The core hpssegl platforms and small
blade-like removal scars, while the narrow bladains parallel ridges. These
pieces of debitage date to the Mesolithic to eldyplithic.

The late Iron Age is represented by two broochestan Drahtfibel
(Mackreth’s D1.b; 2011, 22) and a copper alloy Naohbrooch (Mackreth’s
N1l.a; 2011, 14). Both brooch types span the pexfa@ BC-AD 50. An AE
Unit, possibly of Tasciovanus (obverse Pegasus WAS below; reverse
winged griffin?) is dated t0.15-10 BC (Van Arsdell 1989, cat. 1790-1).

Three other objects can be dated to the RomanastBperiod. A copper alloy
Colchester Derivative brooch (Mackreth’s CD Ha 4.d32011, 52-3) dates
toc. AD 43-120. A coin of Valens (to be confirmedveese SECURITAS
REIPVBLICAE) dates t@.AD 364-78. A small fragment from a vessel of
pale greenish-yellow glass with self-coloured rdigails may date to the 3rd—
4th century.
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The post-medieval period is represented by a castposite button of acorn-
shape with white metal plating and integral alpyjzetloop.

Provenance

The fills of Phase 3 (late Iron Age to early Romenglosure ditch L2
contained a flint blade core fragment with oppogkdiforms dating to the
Mesolithic to early Neolithic period. The post-dsfional damage evident is
indicative of its residual nature.

The dispersed pits of L5 yielded a small assembiagieon the whole was not
closely dated. The possible mount from small @6@omprises a rectangular
strip (30 x 9.2mm) with a small, integral D-shapealp at either end of the
reverse surface, the loop oriented parallel withwindth of the mount. The
obverse surface has engraved decoration; a veliheadlivides the surface in
two, each zone has eight lines radiating from drakpoint. This has some
similarities to strap or apron mounts, in particuike pattern of decoration (cf.
Webster 1960, fig. 5 no. 134), but such mounts laegral rivets rather than
loops. There are also similarities to rectangshaeld plate brooches (cf.
Mackreth 2011, pl. 124 nos 7888-11675) but thedap set in the wrong
orientation to serve as a form of pin.

The lead strip fragment and iron nail head in thef storage pit G47 (L5)
are not particularly informative, but the iron Difibel brooch does confirm
the late Iron Age date for infilling of the pit.h& inclusion of personal dress
items within Iron Age pit fills, although not unkwa, is relatively rare (Hill
1995, 66) and this could perhaps signal that tfidirig of the storage pit was
a significant event.

Phase L G Description Object Quantity
3 2 16 Enclosure ditc  Flint core fragmer 1
3 5 35 Pit Copper alloy moun 1
3 5 47 Storage pit Iron brooch 1

Iron nail 1
Lead alloy stri| 1
4 7 4 Enclosureditc Copper alloy brooc 1
4 8 5 Enclosureditch Irontang fragment? 1
Flint blade 1
4 14 46 Layel Iron nail 1
5 11 65 SFB Posthole Iron nail 2
Copper alloy coin 1
Glass vess 1
7 21 66 Quarry Copper alloy button 1
Iron nail 2
Iron wire 1
8 26 72 Plough soll Copper alloy coin 1
Copper aoy broocl 1

Table 22: HRN3457 (ACA9) — ‘other artefacts’ by Phase, Lars#-irea and Group

The Romano-British period features (Phase 4) prediacsmall assemblage.
The Colchester derivative brooch from the fill ocesure ditch L7 equates
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with Mackreth's CD Ha 1.a3a.d (2011, 52—-3) and sstggthis enclosure may
have been going out of use in the earlier 2nd cgntu

A small assemblage of objects was found in thefikh Phase 5 early Saxon
sunken-featured building L11. The assemblage coeldesidual from
preceding Romano-British activity in the area, ibmtay well reflect the
Anglo-Saxon penchant for collecting Roman-periogeots. Although the
coin of Valens (AD 364-78) and the fragment of ghasssel do suggest 4th-
century activity somewhere in the surrounding atleanature of that activity
remains unknown; this assemblage does not shetdiigthe nature of the
early Saxon activity either.

The only datable find from post-medieval quarryaggivity L21 comprised a
cast composite button with integral loop, probadfiyt 8th—19th-century date.

Modern (Phase 8) ploughsoil contained further evigeof activity in the pre-
Roman late Iron Age. A coin of Tasciovanus, dateti5—10 BC (Van Arsdell
1989 cat. 1790-1), and a Nauheim brooch of Maclgétlauheim 1.a (2011,
14), dating tac.50 BC—-AD 50, were recovered.

4.3.5 Potential

The ‘other artefact’ assemblage from HRN3455, HRb&4nd HRN3457
providesterminus ante quemates for a number of features, for example
Phase 3 storage pit G47 and Phase 4 enclosureGHtclspecialist
identification of the coins, the glass vessel shendl further research on
objects such as the mount from pit G47 (Phase B;\ll also help to refine
the dating.

Although there is a lack of tools and implementoasted with crafts and
subsistence activities across the three sites, wtuglied in conjunction with
other excavations in the Houghton Regis area thenalslage may afford us a
greater insight into the nature and economic bafdiise settlement activity.

4.4  Animal Bone

4.4.1 Method

All the bones and teeth were summarily recorded antlational database.
HRN3455 produced 201 fragments of animal bone wegph3.9kg;
HRN3456 produced just 2 fragments weighing 1g;ldRIN3457 produced a
total of 435 fragments weighing4.7kg.

4.4.2 HRN3455 (within ACA2)

The Roman period (Phase 4) was the only phas@tbdticed animal bones.

A total of 201 fragments weighirng3.7kg were recovered from nine Land-use
Areas. These included 37 unidentified mammal fraxgis retrieved from
sieved samples. A total of 58 fragments were ifledt These were
dominated by cattle (81%) with horse (10%) and phggat (9%) the only

other species recorded (Table 23).
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L200 L201 L202 L204 L205 L206 L207 L209 L216 Total %

Cattle 5 2 4 1 13 5 14 1 2 47 81.C
Sheep/Goi - 1 3 - - 1 - - 5 8.€
Horse - - 1 - 1 3 1 - - 6 10.:
Totalidentifiec 5 2 6 4 14 8 16 1 2 58
Unidentifiec 16 6 9 7 21 23 57 2 2 142

Total 21 8 15 11 35 31 73 3 4 201

Table 23: HRN3455 (ACA2) — Phase 4 animal bone

4.4.3 HRN3456 (ACAS8)

The only animal bones from this site came fromeaesil sample from
paleochannel (L107). Two calcined unidentified maahfragments weighing
1g possibly from the same bone were the only elésmecovered. This small
assemblage alone has no potential for further arsaly

4.4.4 HRN3457 (within ACA9)
A total of 435 fragments weighirg4.7kg were recovered from this site.

Phase 2: late Bronze Age/early Iron Age

A single small bone fragment was identified astdeaandible was
recovered from ditch terminus L29. The mandiblesfvam a young adult.

Phase 3: late Iron Age/early Roman

A total of 271 animal bone fragments were retriefrech five Land-use
Areas. These included 138 fragments retrieved S@wed samples, of which
131 were of unidentified mammal. Altogether, 88giments were identified.
Cattle (46%) were the most commonly identified speéollowed by
sheep/goat (34%), pig (13%), horse (3%) and dog (T%®ble 24). Three
bones of frog/toad were recovered from a sievedptanNo bones of wild
mammals, bird or fish were identified. The pereget were fairly similar to
those obtained from contemporary deposits from HEB$3ACA?2), in which
pigs were better represented than in subsequenaRpimases.

L1 L2 L4 L5 L6 Total %

Cattle 9 5 - 16 7 37 46.2
Sheep/Goi 4 1 - 21 1 27 33.¢
Pig 1 - - 8 1 1C 12.t
Horse - 1 - 1 - 2 2.E
Dog - - - 1 - 1 1.2
Frog/Toal - - - 3 - 3 3.8
Total identifiec 14 7 0 50 9 8C
Unidentifiec 4 23 3 122 39 191

Total 18 30 3 172 48 271

Table 24 HRN3457 (ACA9) — Phase 3 animal bone

Phase 4: Roman

A total of 115 animal bone fragments were recovérah four Land-use
Areas. These included 31 fragments from sievedkzsnof which 30 were
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4.4.5

4.5

45.1

4.5.2

of unidentified mammal. A total of 58 fragmentsrevedentified. Cattle were
the most commonly identified followed by sheep/gdaig, horse and dog
were also found in small numbers (Table 25).

L7 L8 L13 L15 Total

Cattle 13 13 2 - 28
Sheep/Goi 6 7 3 - 16
Pig 2 4 - - 6
Horse 3 2 1 - 6
Dog 1 - - - 1
Frog/Toal - 1 - - 1
Totalidentifiec 25 27 6 0 58
Unidertified 13 15 5 24 57
Total 38 42 11 24 115

Table 25 HRN3457 (ACA9) — Phase 4 animal bone

Phase 5: early Saxon

SFB L11 produced 48 poorly preserved animal boagnfients, nearly all of
which were eroded. Only nine elements were idieatjfsix of which
belonged to cattle and one each to sheep/goatieedand dog. A cattle
mandible belonged to a young adult and a dog méndlbo came from an
adult. The distal end of a red deer metatarsalth@snly identification of a
wild mammal from the site.

Phase 7: post-medieval
A horse tooth was the only element recovered.

Assessment of potential

The assemblage from HRN3456 (ACAS8) is too smajusatify further
analysis. With the exception of bone from medieral post-medieval
deposits, analysis of the animal bone from the ather sites will provide
information about animal exploitation. When viewadngside information
from contemporary sites in the surrounding aredlitadd to our
understanding of the Iron Age and Roman environs.

Charred Plant Remains and Charcoal

Introduction

Environmental bulk soil samples were collectedthar recovery of charred
plant remains for potential information on the aignaeconomy of the site
from the late Bronze Age through to the post-medliperiod.

Methodology

Twenty-four bulk soil samples were collected fromaage of features, mainly
pits and ditches, 20 of which were from HRN3457 8¢ with two samples
from each of the other two sites. The majorityhef samples were from Iron
Age/early Roman (nine samples) and Roman (eighpkEsmhdeposits, Phases
3 and 4 respectively. There was also one samphe & late Bronze Age/early
Iron Age (Phase 2) ditch fill, two from an earlyxéa SFB (Phase 5) and

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire
Phase 1 AIW within ACA2, ACA8 and ACA9
Assessment of Potential and Updated Project Design 42



Albion Archaeology

4.5.3

45.4

455

another from a post-medieval (Phase 7) ditch fithe other three samples
were from the fills of two palaeochannels (Phasel).

Sample size ranged from 4-30 litres, the majoréynty between 10 and 30
litres. The samples were processed using a Sylaf#otation tank and
meshes of 0.3mm and 1mm for the recovery of ths #ad residues
respectively. The flots were then dried along whité residues, which were
sorted for biological and artefactual remains. Blasiwere sorted from the
flots and identified using a binocular microscopglf a magnification of up
to x40) together with modern and charred referenaterial and manuals
(Capperset al 2006; Jacomet 2006).

Quantification and preservation

Identifiable charred plant remains were presetliof the 24 samples
totalling 4,456 quantified items and consisting mhabf cereal debris, mostly
grains (70%) but with some chaff (23%), the remaihgther plants (largely
wild plant/weed seeds) making up the other 7% tudity all the quantified
remains were from late Iron and Roman samples,wihiduded eight rich
assemblages (>100 items), most of the material mgifinom HRN3457
(ACA9) and HRN3455 (ACA2) with very few charred ptaemains in the
two samples from HRN3456 (ACAS8). Five samples aom@d charcoal-rich
deposits.

Preservation of the charred material was variabtariost of the grains were
poorly preserved antl64% were not identifiable; while there were
unquantifiable small (<2mm) grain fragments, oczaally in large amounts,
in 19 samples. Nomenclature and taxonomic ordethiowild plants follows
Stace (2005) also used for ecological data togetiterHanf (1983) and
Wilson et al (2003).

HRN3455 (within ACA2)

Phase 4: Roman

Two samples were collected. A layer covering stsuréace G213 (L207),
interpreted as a possible threshing floor, produc&drly good charred plant
assemblage dominated by cereal debris of mainipgfeom hulled wheat.
The main fill of enclosure ditch G227 (L205) prodda rich charred plant
assemblage also dominated by cereal debris.

HRN3456 (within ACAS8)

Two samples were taken from this site, one fromlagrhannel and the other
from the bedding trenches.

Phase 1: geological features

Paleochannel L107 produced a hag®rfylus avellananut shell fragment, a
few small cereal grain fragments and two rhizonaginents.

Phase 4: Roman

Bedding trenches L10droducedust a few grains, hulled wheat chaff
fragments and a large wild grass seed.
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4.5.6 HRN3457 (within ACA9)

Twenty samples were collected from features ddtimy the late Bronze
Agelearly Iron Age (Phase 1) to the post-medieeaigol (Phase 7). These
included pits, postholes, ditches and an SFB.

Phase 2: late Bronze Age/early Iron Age

A sample from boundary ditch L28 produgast one unidentifiable charred
grain.

Phase 3: late Iron Age/early Roman

The nine samples from this phase, six from pi fitWo posthole fills and a
ditch fill, produced charred plant remains. This@unts for over half of the
guantified material from the three sites and inekitbur rich assemblages.

The charred plant remains in a sample from encboklirproduced just a few
indeterminate cereal grains and a weed seed.

Two samples from pits within L2 produced rich cledrplant assemblages, the
larger of the two being from the basal fill of @62. Both produced very
similar charred plant remains dominated by poorbsprved cereal grains,
accounting for over 90% of the quantified matew#h only very small
amounts of hulled wheat chaff and weed seeds.

Charred plant remains were recovered from two mbsshassociated with
four-post structures L4. The sample from G22 peedijust a few charred
grains of hulled wheat and hulled barley but thstpole from G29 contained
a rich assemblage dominated by poorly preservezhtgrains with smaller
amounts of hulled wheat chaff and weed seeds.

Four samples from three pits within dispersed g postholes L5 contained
charred plant remains. Pits G35 and G37 producmtkrate amounts mainly
consisting of poorly preserved hulled wheat graihg/o samples were taken
from storage pit G47. The basal fill contained @derate amount of charred
plant remains consisting mainly of cereal debfiike other sampled fill from
the middle of the pit contained an exceptionalthrand dense concentration
of charred cereal debris with large amounts of lgoéins and hulled wheat
chaff.

Phase 4: Roman

Five samples were collected from this phase, tiiee enclosure ditches and
two from pits.

Two samples from enclosure L7 produced charred plssemblages; one
from ditch G6 contained just a small number of hame shell fragments and
one grain. The other sample, however, from theeupl of ditch G4,
produced a very rich, high concentration of chaplkeat remains, dominated
by poorly preserved cereal grains. A sample froclasure L8 consisted of
just several grains and a small wild grass seed.
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4.5.7

4.5.8

The lower fill of large pit G55 contained only aaimumber of charred
grains including hulled wheat and two large wildgg seeds. However, the
sample from the upper fill of oval pit G274 proddcerich charred plant
assemblage consisting mainly of poorly preservedatgrains.

Phase 5: early Saxon

Two samples were collected from isolated SFB LThe sample from the
main fill produced a modest number of poorly presdrcharred cereal grains.
Other remains consisted of several large chariguhde seeds, possibly from
cultivated pulses, several charred hazel nut $taglments and a few charred
weed seeds. The other sample, from the fill obst4pipe contained a smaller
number of charred grains including wheat, barley @&t together with two
large charred, possibly cultivated, legume seeds.

Phase 7: post-medieval

No identifiable charred plant remains were founthi®one sample from post-
medieval trackway ditch L20.

Charcoal

Charcoal was present in virtually all the sampléb wariable amounts of
potentially identifiable fragments (>2mm) in 18tbé 24 flots.

Two samples from HRN3455 (ACA2) produced large am®wf charcoal,
ditch G227 and stone surface G213 both dated t&tmean period (Phase 4).

Large amounts of charcoal were also present indaraples from HRN3457
(ACA9). Rich samples from the late Iron Age/edigman period (Phase 3)
were from the dispersed pits and postholes of it3561 and posthole G29.
From the Roman period (Phase 4) ditch G4 also mexiiarge amount of
charcoal. Charcoal-rich deposits from the eadyd® period (Phase 5) were
both from SFB L11; the main fill of the building @@ post-pipe were
sampled.

Assessment of potential

Identifiable charred plant remains were preseliof the 24 samples. Five
charcoal-rich deposits were also highlighted. Omdg quantified and
analysed they have good potential to contributéégoroject’s aims and
objectives by comparing crop husbandry practicek wther sites in the
vicinity, such as Woodside Link (Giorgi 2018).

Analysis of the charred plant remains and charaglaprovide information on
the following:

* The range of plant foods used on the site andigesshanges over
time;

» The range of woods being used for fuel on site@ssible changes
over time;

» Aspects of the arable economy of the settlementidithe inhabitants
during the Roman period;
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4.6

4.6.1

4.6.2

4.6.3

4.6.4

» Aspects of crop husbandry (range of crops culttatiee soils used for
growing the crops, possibly sowing and harvestirghods) and any
changes between the different phases of the site;

* The nature of the crop-processing activities takitage within the site;

* The type of wood used for construction on sitetlief SFB);

* Character of the local woodland environment.

Human Bone

Introduction

The investigations recovered one inhumation (HRN34#d,c.1.5km to the
east, a fragmentary skull (HRN3455) was recovered.

Methods

An assessment was made of the state of presenfatiorigood’ to ‘poor’.
Age was estimated from a combination of epiphyBeabn, and dental
eruption and development (Scheuer and Black 2008ta&son and Koch
1974; Moorreegt al. 1963). Measurements (in mm) were taken of dental
features using landmarks identified in Buikstra ahmblaker (1994).
Pathological changes were recorded using standdedlogical guidelines
(Roberts and Connell 2004), with supplementarymbatjc references as
required.

HRN3455 (within ACA2)

Phase 4: Roman

The human bone from G213 consisted of numerousnieags of adult frontal
bone which could be reconstructed to show a moelgraiell-preserved and
largely complete left frontal and orbital roof, arpal right frontal and an area
of missing bone in the midline and glabella regi®@me of the fragments
show wear on the broken edges, suggesting thaktliehas been redeposited
and/or exposed to the elements in its broken stalight polishing of the
surface may indicate that it was handled in antyquh slightly sloping
forehead and orbital margins that are wide andregsiaggest that the skull
may be that of a male.

HRN3457 (within ACA9)

Phase 2: late Bronze Age/early Iron Age

Inhumation G75 consisted of the largely compldieugh fragmentary,
remains of a child aged 9-10 years at death. ©he lwas poorly preserved
with widespread erosion of the outer cortex ancatbeence of all joint
surfaces and epiphyses, limiting surface obsematimd the collection of
metric data.

The individual had suffered from a period of systestress (such as disease
or nutritional deficiency), which exhibited as aat hypoplastic line towards
the cemento-enamel junction of the permanent naayilinolars, suggesting
that the incident occurred around the age of 5syear
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4.6.5 Assessment of potential

Given its isolation, the late Bronze Age/early Ivage child’s burial within
HRN3457 holds minimal information as to the gene@ulation from which

it originated, but it is of interest in its own hig There are indications that the
child had suffered from systemic stress in infarayich may be a measure of
the level of resources available at that time,aitih other more individualised
interpretations, such as childhood disease, aralges

Disarticulated deposits of human bone such as thoseHRN3455 are
relatively common in prehistory, with the craniufften favoured and have
been suggested to indicate extended burial ritoatdving excarnation and
selective disposal (Joy 2012). However, in thigance, the location of the
cranium within a Roman settlement may suggestitheds the result of
disturbance of a nearby grave of an earlier peraftther than deliberate
curation or selective deposition.
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DISCUSSION OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES FOR
ANALYSIS

5.1

5.2

5.2.1

Introduction

The original project objectives for analysis weresented in the WSARM
(Albion Archaeology 2018b) and are summarised ictiSe 2.4. The
assessment in Sections 3 and 4 indicates thaesiéts of the fieldwork can
contribute to a number of updated research thermbksse are based on
objectives taken from the local and regional reseframeworks (Medlycott
2011a; Oaket al 2007) and for the Roman period from the resulthef
recently published three volumes on new visionhefcountryside of Roman
Britain (Smithet al 2016; Allenet al.2017; Smitret al. 2018).

In summary, the investigations have produced ewédor a landscape

utilised from the late Bronze Age to the presemt dahe types of human
activity have varied both chronologically and spiyi This activity will be
examined both within single chronological periodd as cross-period themes.
The latter will ensure that any continuity and distnuity in the landscape

will be explicitly considered.

The updated research themes are discussed belew tlnedfollowing
headings:

1. Establishment of a chronological framework (all gée)

2. Continuity and discontinuity in the landscape fdiases)

3. Character and economic basis of settlements arl athivity (late
Iron Age, Roman and early Saxon phases)

4. The nature of activity away from settlements (&lapes)

5. The local environment (all phases)

Research Theme 1: Chronological Framework

Summary

The assessment demonstrates that it has beenlpdsséstablish a
chronological framework for the archaeological remeaecorded on the three
sites; all significant features/deposits have lassigned to chronological
phases. This was achieved primarily through treeremation of artefact
typology and stratigraphic sequence.

The natural features identified within ACAs 8 an(Phiase 1) consist
primarily of paleochannels pre-dating the earlgashaeological evidence.
Tree-throw holes were also a prominent feature©A4 8 and 9. Where
associated with features they predated the arcbgieal remains.

Phase 2 activity was identified within ACAs 8 andrtll dates to the late
Bronze Age/early Iron Age. It takes the form afieched boundary and two
large pits within the main areas of ACA9 and ACAS8pectively. A flexed
inhumation burial and ditch outside the main areA®@A9 were also assigned
to this period and indicates activity in this peris to be found outside of the
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5.2.2

5.3

5.3.1

5.3.2

5.3.3

‘core’ ACAs. The next phase of activity took planehe late Iron Age/early
Roman period (Phase 3), which saw the establishafericlosures on ACA9
and broadly contemporary pits and postholes. Atdidhnnumber of similar pits
and postholes were present on ACAS8 but the exaavatiea was peripheral to
the main settlement. A single ditch has been assligo this period (Phase 3)
within ACA2.

The settlement remains within ACA2 are dated toRbenan period (Phase 4).
The enclosures within the excavated part of ACABicW originated in the

late Iron Age, were extended and a boundary wabkstted between ACAs 8
and 9. A system of bedding trenches, probablyelihto horticulture, was
created in this period within ACAS.

The only evidence for early Saxon (Phase 5) agtigia sunken-featured
building in ACA®9.

Statement of potential

There is moderate potential to refine and finalechronological framework
once the full identification of the pottery andHhet artefacts’ has been
completed. In addition, targeted radiocarbon datiray assist in dating key
features such as the isolated inhumation. Théigedframework will
underpin the analysis and final reporting. ltuadamental to the successful
conclusion of the project.

Research Theme 2: Continuity and Discontinuity in the Landscape

Summary

The investigations have produced evidence for aighdnological periods.
The latter can usefully characterise activity gaaticular point in time and,
thereby, highlight discontinuity. Conversely, thegn also hinder an
appreciation of continuity in the landscape. Tia@sition from one
chronological period to the next is a common thé@mgoth national (Historic
England 2014), regional (Medlycott 2011a) and cpuesearch agendas
(Oakeet al 2007). Continuity, discontinuity and transitifvom one period to
the next are, therefore, a major research themeuandiscussed briefly below.

Late Bronze Agelearly Iron Age

A number of dispersed features were discoveredsad&As 8 and 9,
including ditches, pits and an inhumation. Theseewsituated on previously
unoccupied land, although the ditch is aligned i pre-existing natural
palaeochannels. Similar dispersed features ofiitis were recorded along
the line of the Woodside Link (Albion Archaeolog§1Ba).

Late Iron Age/early Roman

The two enclosures within ACA9 follow the same afigent as the late
Bronze Age/early Iron Age boundary ditch (Phasar) the natural
palaeochannels (Phase 1). Clusters of smallrgiisate increased activity in
the late Iron Age/early Roman period (Phase 3)egaly, but not exclusively,
internal to the enclosures. In addition, the pneseof a small number of
storage pits and four-post structures indicateeased human activity.
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5.3.4

5.3.5

5.3.6

5.3.7

5.4

5.4.1

Storage pits and four-post structures are more camhnassociated with the
middle Iron Age but the predominance of late IrageAearly Roman finds in
their backfill suggests that they either fell ofiuse during this period or
continued to be utilised for a longer period thaseryved at other settlements.
Little can be said about the single ditch within AZ

Roman

The late Iron Age/early Roman enclosures in ACA%enenlarged but
continued in use into the Roman period (Phasd¥#)wvever, activity in this
period appears to shift with the utilisation ofspiithin the enclosed areas
ceasing.

It is interesting to note that the bedding trenchigkin ACA8 occupied the
same area as small pits dug in the late Iron Agg Baman period (Phase 3).

A series of enclosures were established within A@A2he same alignment
as the late Iron Age/early Roman ditch. Thistfits trend observed by the
rural settlement of Roman Britain project wherenimouity of settlement from
the late Iron Age seems to have been the norm’t(sehal 2016, 408).

Early Saxon

A sunken-featured building was located in the aenfrthe westernmost,
Roman enclosure within ACA9. This indicates tt@ahs form of the
enclosure may have remained visible and in uskdrearly Saxon period
(Phase 5).

Medieval and post-medieval

Strip cultivation indicating a medieval open fiaggstem (Phase 6) and the
subsequent post-medieval field boundaries (Phas&tfiin ACA2 follow the
alignment of the earlier Iron Age and Roman endlesu

Statement of potential

There is good potential to elucidate the issuasoafinuity and discontinuity
in the development of the landscape.

Research Theme 3: Settlement Character and Econ omic Basis
during the late Iron Age/Roman Period

Summary

The limited information afforded by the narrow exagon through the ACA2
settlement suggests that it comprised a seriessHilply rectangular
enclosures adjacent to the brook. While no bugsliwere identified, the
presence of significant quantities of Roman bugddmaterial suggests that the
settlement may have contained substantial buildiagsvas indicated by the
evaluation).

A stone surface probably served as a threshing 8ssociated with crop-
processing. It, therefore, complements the drgwens found on two other
Roman sites investigated within HRN1 (Albion 2059l b) and on the
Woodside Link (Albion 2018a). In combination, tieigidence will assist in
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5.4.2

our understanding of the character and economyoaidd settlements in the
area.

The ACA2 settlement also produced two unusual fiadg&agon with ink-
written graffito and part of an iron spearhead.e3dand the evidence for
more substantial buildings than the norm suggesdtttte ACA2 settlement is
likely to have been of higher ‘status’ than theewsthin the area, as suggested
by the evaluation (Albion 2012).

The investigations demonstrate that there was tileisent of any period
within the excavated part of ACA8. The excavatedence within ACA9
included ditched enclosures, dispersed pits andgost structures. It is likely
that these represent the periphery, rather thaodfes of a late Iron
Age/Roman settlement. The enclosures within ACA§ ntherefore,
represent stock enclosures adjacent to the pdsnlearound the brook.

The bedding trenches within ACA8 add to the pictfrthe broader landscape
between the settlement sites and also contribudertainderstanding of the
Roman economy of the area. The creation of sudlibg trenches is
generally regarded as evidence for increased lhuittre in the Roman period.
Extensive systems have been found in the regign;Tavistock Avenue,
Ampthill (Northamptonshire Archaeology 2010), Wasitan,
Northamptonshire (Browat al. 2001). At the latter, the bedding trenches
were considered to be part of a large vineyardallemsystems like those
within ACA8 are also known in the region, e.g. eamd West of Kempston
(Luke 2016, 292-4) where it was suggested thatwere dug for the creation
of fruit hedges. Placing the HRNL1 sites withinitivéder economic
hinterland will be key to understanding both tharelster and economic basis
of the individual sites and the wider Roman lang@sca

The characterisation of rural agrarian and econ@uiiwity in the Roman
period is an area of research highlighted by Meattyas requiring further
work: ‘we still need to understand the Roman agical ‘norm’, against
which assemblages can be compared’ (Medlycott 2048 The HRN1
evidence from the late Iron Age and Roman peri@isthe potential to
contribute to our understanding of how the econarag organised; it will
provide a valuable comparison with other sitedadrea.

Statement of potential

Further analysis of the structural and artefaalash will assist in determining
the ‘status’ of the settlements, in particular wieetor not the ACA2
settlement really does stand out from the norm.ekMially examined the
archaeological features such as storage pits,dost-structures, the possible
threshing floor and bedding trenches, alongsidéottanical data (charred
plant remains and charcoal) and animal bone assgeblill elucidate the
economic basis of the area in the late Iron AgeRwichan periods. It will
then be possible to usefully compare it with thelemce from nearby sites,
and those elsewhere within Bedfordshire and them@hiltern region.
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5.5

5.5.1

5.6

Research Theme 4: Landscape

For the prehistoric and Roman periods, prior tgdagcale, open-area
excavations, most archaeological investigationskdesh concentrated on
settlements themselves, so that little informatibout the wider landscape
was available.

The use of the landscape during the late Bronzéeagky Iron Age transition
is a key question in the regional research agesida,evidence for ‘complex’
activities taking place away from settlements — sglated pits, substantial
ditched boundaries and pit alignments (Medlycoftdf) 29-31). Although
the evidence from the ACA2, 8 and 9 sites is liohiie does include ditched
boundaries, dispersed pits and an inhumation. ul,st can be compared
with more substantial evidence found elsewhere,Lleagd West of Kempston
(Luke 2016, 137-42) and Biddenham Loop (Luke 2046~7).

Late Iron Age and Roman rural settlement densitiesstibution and
associated land-use is better understood, but Metlljzas highlighted that
there is still a bias ‘...towards the larger and meaffeient rural sites’ and
more work is still required to answer key questiahsut the Roman rural
landscape (2011b, 46—7). The pits enclosures emd gtorage areas of
ACA9 are located between the extensive Romaresatthts indicated within
ACAZ2 and recently excavated within ACA13 (Albionchiaeology 2019b) but
are significantly different in character, suggegtiney performed a specific
function and will, therefore, contribute to thedenstanding of the wider
landscape.

While the only evidence for early Saxon activityimited to an isolated SFB,
it did produce a relatively large quantity of poytesuggesting that is was in
use for more than just a short period of times Hlso interesting in terms of
the wider landscape because a similar isolatedrSlanibdding was investigated
within the J1/J2 excavation area (Albion Archaegldp19a).

Statement of potential

The late Bronze Age/early Iron Age, the late IrageARoman and early Saxon
evidence identified within the investigations vadintribute to our
understanding of the wider landscape during thesegs. The different HRN
projects when combined with the results of the Ab{Moject to the north
(MOLA 2015) will provide evidence for the originaéevolution of an
extensive landscape to the north of Houghton Regis.

Research Theme 5: Local Environment

Human interaction with landscape and environmeaoéngral to archaeological
study. Although the palaeochannels cannot be lglasged, they appear to
predate the earliest human activity and their atignt was respected right up
to the medieval period. Unfortunately, like theetithrows, they did not
produce any significant artefactual or ecofact@advorthy of further
analysis. The extent of woodland and the paceanidland clearance,
especially during the Roman period, is of particinéerest (Medlycott 2011b,
46; Murphy 2007, 79). Quantification and analysishe wood charcoal will
assist in providing information on the charactepleitation and management
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of the local woodland environment during the latelAge and Roman
periods.
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6.

UPDATED PROJECT DESIGN

6.1

6.2
6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

Introduction

As established in the previous sections, the restdiithe investigation have the
potential to contribute to a number of regionakeesh objectives. On this
basis, and in accordance with the WSARM (Albiont#sreology 2018b), this
section provides the methodologies and task listhfe proposed analysis and
subsequent final reporting and archiving programmes

Details of the professional standards and guidglithat will be adhered to
during the project are provided in Appendix 1.

Analysis

Contextual

The underlying framework for the analysis and firggorting of the results
will be the contextual hierarchy. The provisiohararchy, described in this
report, will be rigorously checked and comparechwiantified artefact and
ecofact data. Research will focus on the subfetifehis complex chronology
with particular reference to the late Iron Age/Ronansition. However, it is
envisaged that the broad outlines of the structusakrchy used in this
assessment will remain largely intact.

The digitised plan and section data will be intgated via GIS software
linked to relational database tables to produceknugcfinal illustrations.
Plans will be produced to show all features in dalchse, with Land-use
Areas identifiable and significant Groups annotated

Radiocarbon determinations

The majority of deposits on site can be well-ddigdtratigraphic and
artefactual evidence. However, the inhumation fi®RN3457 did not
contain any datable artefacts; it will, therefdye,sent for accelerator mass
spectrometry (AMS) dating at the Scottish UnivégsiEnvironmental
Research Centre Radiocarbon Laboratory (SUERC).

Pottery

With the exception of the small quantity of postehewal material, detailed
guantification of the pottery assemblage will bguieed. The final report will
summarise the pottery assemblage within appropetatenological periods by
fabric type, form, decoration and attribute. Téetwill refer to comparative
assemblages (published or unpublished). In addititnere appropriate, the
pottery assemblage from individual elements ofstinectural hierarchy, e.g.
Land-use Areas and Groups, will be discussed. cBeteof pottery vessels for
publication-standard illustration, if suitable, Mok made at this juncture. The
pottery sherd with the graffito will be examineddaeported on by Roger
Tomlin.
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6.2.4 Ceramic building material

No further analysis of the tile and fired clay asbéage is required, although
the text produced for this assessment will be ame@d necessary to reflect
any changes to the site’s phasing or interpretatientified during analysis.

6.2.5 ‘Other artefacts’

Ahead of analysis all stone objects will be subjeqtetrological identification
by Dr J Eyers (Chiltern Archaeology). The prelimynalentifications of the
coins will be confirmed by Dr Peter Guest as pathe analysis stage of the
project.

Each ‘other artefact’ will be assigned a narromteand where applicable, a
date range. Narrow term information will be estti®#d by an examination of
each object, noting:

- form

- method of manufacture

- material and source

- presence of diagnostic features

- condition

- selected parallels from comparable sites

- comparison with ceramic data from the site

The text will summarise the assemblage, excludioge of medieval or post-
medieval date, within appropriate chronologicali@as by material type and

forms. Selection of artefacts for publication-stard illustration, if required,

will be made at this juncture. The text will refercomparative assemblages
(published or unpublished).

6.2.6 Animal bone

With the exception of bones from medieval and postlieval deposits, all
bones and teeth from the hand-collected and sisaegbles within HRN3455
(ACA2) and HRN3457 (ACA9) will be examined and resed in detail onto a
relational database. Where present, the follownfgymation will be recorded
on each specimen: species; anatomy (element); (zartes) of the element
present; handedness (on bones in associated grpepsgntage of element
present; gnawing damage; breakage patterns; erageathering; charring;
concretions; fusion data; sexing data; animal lgyoep number; sieved
sample number; other comments (including evideacedthology).

Separate data tables linked to the main table bgdinidual identification
number will be created for metrical, butchery amoti-ageing data. Where
necessary, identifications will be confirmed byereince to comparative
skeleton collections. Tooth eruption and wear dpsons for cattle,
sheep/goat and pig will follow the recording metluddsrant (1982), to
facilitate comparisons with other assemblages. il&ily, for national and
international comparative purposes, measuremetitfollow those
recommended by von den Driesch (1976).
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Relevant faunal evidence will be incorporated witthie site narrative to assist
in the general interpretation of settlement usagedeposition. Broader
discussion of the animal bone assemblage withimetert will be limited by
the small size of the assemblage; where possthigll focus on species
abundance with briefer comments on other evidehtmyvever, where
available, the data accumulated on body parts septed, ageing and sexing,
butchery methods, pathology and stature will atsatribute to broader
regional surveys of animal husbandry practices tmies carcass processing
methods and deposition in the Roman period.

6.2.7 Charred plant remains and charcoal

Once fully quantified the charred grain assemblagéde analysed with
reference to the contextual data to recover fuiitifermation on the agrarian
economy of the settlements, the location and exdeatop-processing
activities and to provide information about thedbenvironment.

Nomenclature and taxonomic order for the wild pdeotlows Stace (2005)
also used for ecological data together with Breelfl911; 1913), Hanf
(1983) and Wilsoret al (2003).

Analysis of the charcoal will concentrate on spe@ientification and
guantification where the assessment has provedhHisas possible. This will
provide information on the range of woods useduasfbr crop-processing;
whilst charcoal from other features may providerenght into the character
of the local woodland environment.

Analysis will include:
» The sorting, identification and quantification bettwenty-one
productive samples;
» Sub-sampling may be required of the particuladi mssemblages;
« Tables of results will then be prepared, followsdaldiscussion of the
charred material taking into consideration evideinom other sites of
similar periods in the area.

6.2.8 Human bone

The human bone recovered will be quantified andyaed prior to the bone
from HRN3457 being sent for radiocarbon dating.c&more securely dated,
the burial will be placed in a wider archaeologicahtext and considered as
part of contemporary funerary traditions.

6.3  Final Report

6.3.1 Overview

The scale and significance of the results meanttieafinal report will be
suitable for submission to the county jourrizédfordshire Archaeology
Consistent with the results of this assessmenfjiéreport will concentrate
on evidence from the Iron Age and Roman periods.
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6.3.2 Introduction and site narrative

The introduction will provide sufficient informaticto put the results into
context but will not be as detailed as this assessmeport. The contextual
hierarchy will provide the chronological/spatiaiugtture for the site narrative.
It will be organised by Phase, Land-use Area, Grangh, where appropriate,
Sub-group. Where appropriate, artefactual andaetaédl evidence will be
integrated into the site narrative. The level efiad presented will be
commensurate to the significance of the resulgs,tbe burial, four-post
structures, SFB etc. will be described in detaievdas features of uncertain
function containing few finds will not.

6.3.3 Specialist reports

All the specialist reports will be read and editeeé@nsure a consistency in
approach. Specialist reports will be publishetulh either as part of the body
of the report or as an appendix.

6.3.4 Discussion

Discussion will focus upon the research themesramdlwithin Section 5,
specifically the late Iron Age/ Roman settlemerd anonomic basis with
remains from other periods described and discusskeds detail. The results
will be compared with those from other excavationghe vicinity and further
afield, as appropriate.

6.3.5 lllustrations

lllustrations will be produced for the introductpsite narrative and discussion
sections of the final report. The selected artaflustrations will be checked
and scanned, and a digital paste-up of the figakés completed.

6.4  Archiving

Subject to the landowner’s consent, the written material archives will be
accessioned with Luton Culture (see Table 26)nim Wwith Procedures for
preparing archaeological archives for depositiorttwiLuton CulturgLuton
Culture 2013).

Site Accession no. Oasis reference no.
HRN3455 (ACA2 LUTNM: 2018/3° albionar:-33588"
HRN3456 (ACAS8 LUTNM: 2018/3¢ albionar:-33588¢
HRN3457 (ACA9 LUTNM: 2018/4: albiorar1-33589(

Table 26: Archive reference table

The site archive currently includes the elemested below in Table 27-29.
It will increase in size once the contextual analgsmd specialist reports have
been finalised.

Record type Quantity Comments
_Contextrecorc ... 32tAdsheet  ______ _incl.22context
Registers 27 A4 sheets incl. contexts, drawings,

registered artefacts, photo,
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Record type

Quantity

Comments

Site drawings

8 permatrace sheets (62 x 62cm)
1 digital AutoCAD compatible site plan

incl. 102 section drawings

A selection of these will be
retained for archiving on

40 fragmemts (Lkg)
Brick, tile, fired clay

Registered and other bulk
non-ceramic artefacts

incl. 13 registered artefacts
(which includes an iron

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bulk soil samples

2 samples

Only significantdland
residues will be retained for
archive on completion of

analysi:
Table 27 Site archive HRN3455 (ACA2)

Record type Quantity Comments
_Contextrecorc ... 31Adsheel .. incl. 97 context |

Registers 11 A4 sheets incl. contexts, drawings,

registered artefacts, photo,

... _€COfaCt sAMpPl

Sample record she: 2 A4 shets -

3 permatrace sheets (62 x 62cm)

1 digital AutoCAD compatible site plan

1 digital GIS-based site plan

A selection of these will be
retained for archiving on

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Registered and other bulk
nor-ceramic artefac

Bulk soil samples

2 samples

Only significantdland
residues will be retained for
archive on completion of

analysi:
Table 28: Site archive HRN3456 (ACA8)

Record type Quantity Comments
_Contextrecorc 141 Adshee ] incl. 547 context:

Registers 28 A4 sheets incl. contexts, drawings,

registered artefacts, photo,

_________________________________________________________________________________________ ecofact sample

Sample record she 21 A4 sheel -
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Record type

Quantity Comments

Site drawings

9 permatrace sheets (62 x 62cm)
1 digital AutoCAD compatible site plan
1 digital GIS-based site plan

incl. 170 section drawings

Photographs €.328 digital images A selection of these will be
retained for archiving on
_____________________________________________________________________________________ completion of analys
Jpotteny 3boxes S506sherdscll.bkg)-
Ceramic building material 1tub 60 fragmertgikg)
.. __Incl. fired clay
Registered and other bulk 1 large tub incl. 19 registered artefacts
_nor-ceramicartefac (including 2 brooche
_Animalbone 3boxes  A43tfragmentsc4.7kg)
JHumanbon . Awk R
Flots 2t T
Bulk soil samples 20 samples Only significantslanhd

residues will be retained for
archive on completion of
analysi:

Table 29: Site archive HRN3457 (ACA9)

6.5 The Project Team, Programme and Management
6.5.1 The Project Team
To ensure a consistency of approach it is intenldatwherever possible the
project team will be the same as that used in $sessment stage of the
project. This includes specialists who have arayand published similar
data-sets from other contemporary sites in theniici
The majority of the project team (see Table 30)kifor Albion Archaeology.
MoRPHE stresses the possibilities for personalpantessional development
(Historic England 2015, 16 and 26) and every oppuoty will be taken to
facilitate professional development for team merapgiving them the
opportunity to expand their experience of post-gatan analysis within the
scope of this project.
Task Name, Title/Organisation Initials
Overall management Drew Shotliff, Albion Operatidrianager DS
Project management and co-author  Mike Luke, Allitooject Manager ML
Co-author and contextual analysis Kathy Pilkintalipion Project Officer KP
Animal bone Mark Maltby, University of Bournemouth MM
Charred plant remains John Giorgi, freelance specialist JG
Coins Peter Guest, freelance specialist PG
Human bone Natasha Powers, Allen Archaeology NP
Other artefacts Holly Duncan, Albion Artefacts Mgea HBD
Pottery and CBM Jackie Wells, Albion Finds Officer JW
Pottery graffito Roger Tomlin, freelance specialist RT
Radiocarbon determinations Scottish UniversitiegiBnmental Research  SUERC
Centre
Stone Jill Eyres, Chiltern Archaeology JE
Wood charcoal Dana Challinor, freelance specialist DC
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Task Name, Title/Organisation Initials

Structural illustration Joan I__igh_tning, Albion CAD L
technician/illustratc

Artefact illustrations Mike Trevarthen, freelantlestrator MT

Archiving Helen Parslow, Albion Archives Officer HP

Table 30 The project team

6.5.2 The project programme

The programme is itemised in Table 31, within whachumber of key stages
have been identified; completion of these key Stadehe project will each
provide a natural review point as recommended bRRRIGE (Historic
England 2015). The programme will commence on ss&ion of this
Assessment and Updated Project Design.

Task Description Name * Time estimate
(duration of task)

Radiocarbon determinatic SUERC

Final phasing and contextual anal KP
_Key stage 1: completion/finalising of the contextdehierarchy ... __ 2montts
Pottery and CBM- final quantification, recording and report JW

Pottery graffitc RT

‘Other artefac’ — coins PC

‘Other artefac’ —final quantification, recording and report HBD

Animal bone- final quantification, recording and report MM

Charred plant remair— analysis and reportil JC

Human bone analysi: andreporting NP

Stone- analysis and reportil JE

Wood charcoa- analysis and reportil DC

Site narrativ KP

Structural illustratio JUMT

_Key stage 2: completion/finalising of specialist aalysisand texts .. ____ 4monthe
Artefact illustration MT

Amendments to structural illustratic JLIMT/IKP

Integration of all specialist te» KP

Production odiscussio KP

Editing final repot KP/ML/DS

_Key stage 3: completion of firstdraft 2month:
Albion’s refereeing proce KP/ML

Addressing comments recei\ KP/ML

Key stage 4: issue of final report 2 months

Key stage 5: Archiving 2 monthgmay be

concurrent with Stag4)

Archive preparation (contextu KP

Archive preparation (artefacts/ecofa HP/IW

Archive preparation and liaison wiLuton Culture HP

Archive transfe HP

Key stage 6: end of project

Table 31 Summary of project programme

* For initials see Table 30.
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8. APPENDIX 1: PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AND
GUIDELINES

The project will be undertaken using Historic Emgla guidelines on
Management of Research Projects in the Historicdenment(MoRPHE)
(Historic England 2015). In addition, the projedti follow all relevant
guidance issued by Historic England, much of wihschvailable on the
Historic Environment Local Management (HELM) websit
http://www.helm.org.uk

The following are particularly relevant to this act:
* Heritage 2020 draft strategic prioritigdieritage Alliance 2014)

* National Heritage Protection Plan FramewofKE 2012) and
associated guidelines and Action Plans

* Environmental Archaeology. A guide to the theorg practice of
methods, from sampling and recovery to post-exc@avéEnglish
Heritage 2011)

Throughout the project, the following standards gauiance will also be
adhered to:

* Archaeology Data Service (ADS)Guides to Good Practicg@011).

» Association of County Archaeological Officers —aialyy Standards for
Field Archaeology in East Angligast Anglian Archaeology
Occasional Paper, 14), by D Gurney (2003).

» Luton Culture guidelines Procedures for preparing archaeological
archives for deposition with Luton Cultufleuton Culture 2013).

* The Chartered Instituter Archaeologists’ (CIfA)XCodes of Conduct
and standard and guidance documents relevant forofect. These
include:

o Code of condug2014)

o Standard and guidance for archaeological excava(k®i4)

o Standard and guidance for the collection, documimma
conservation and research of archaeological mater{a014)

In addition, relevant guidelines published by nagilcor regional societies
and specialist interest groups will be consulteldere applicable.
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Figure 3: HRN3455 — All-features plan
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Figure 4: HRN3455 — Phase 3 late Iron Age/early Roman
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Figure 5: HRN3455 — Phase 4 Roman
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Figure 6: HRN3455 — Phase 6 medieval
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Figure 7: HRN3455 — Phase 7 post-medieval
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Figure 8: HRN3455 — Phase 8 modern
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Figure 9: HRN3456 — All-features plan
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Figure 10: HRN3456 — Phase 1 geological and natural features
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Figure 11: HRN3456 — Phase 2 late Bronze Age/early Iron Age
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Figure 12: HRN3456 — Phase 3 late Iron Age/early Roman
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Figure 13: HRN3456 — Phase 4 Roman
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Figure 14: HRN3456 — Phase 6 medieval

Houghton Regis North 1, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire

Phase 1 AIW within ACA2, ACA8 and ACA9
Assessment of Potential and Updated Project Design




Albion Archaeology
R
v T
\ T
\ s
\ RN
\ s
| "~
\ sl
oo T
T
i S
oo T
i R
Voo TN
| "~
\ S
| .
\ N
! RN
i AN
1 N\,
i \,
\ N
\ \,
\ N,
\ h
\ \,
\ Y
\ \,
\ N,
y h
i AN
,I N,
/ N
'/ \
/ \‘
7 \
/ \
7 \
/ \
4 \
7/ A\
y \
¢ Y
\ \
L 3
\ \
\ Y
i \
\ \
\ \
\ \
i \
\ \
i \
i \
\ \
i \
\ \
\ \
\ \
! \
\ \
\ \
\ \
\ \
\ \
i \
\ \
\ \
i i
\ i
\ i
\ i
4 i
\ i
\_ 1
\ i
\ i
\ i
\ i
\ i
\ 1
\
\ /
\ i
\ i
\ i
' i
\ i
4 i
' i
i i
\ i
\ i
\ i
\ i
\ i
4 i
\ i
! /
\ .
} /
i /
| /
3 /
\| I'
\ 7
Landuse Areas
\ /
\ 4
i /
M 105 ! 7
\ 7
\ S
\ ,
l\‘ ,//
\ /
\ /
“ rd
-\ 0 10 20m
\ e
\ g | |
\ s
\, e
< -
N, /,/
\\ ,,,,
e

Figure 15: HRN3456 — Phase 8 modern
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Figure 16: HRN3457 — All-features plan
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Figure 17: HRN3457 — Phase 1 geological and natural features
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Figure 18: HRN3457 — Phase 2 late Bronze Age/early Iron Age with isolated burial
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Figure 19: HRN3457 — Phase 3 late Iron Age/early Roman
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Figure 20: HRN3457 — Phase 4 Roman
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Figure 21: HRN3457 — Phase 5 early Saxon
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Figure 22: HRN3457 — Phase 6 medieval
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Figure 23: HRN3457 — Phase 7 post-medieval
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Figure 24: HRN3457 Phase 8 modern
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