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Preface 
Every effort has been made in the preparation of this document to provide as complete a 
summary as possible within the terms of the method statement.  All statements and 
opinions in this document are offered in good faith.  Albion Archaeology cannot accept 
responsibility for errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by a third party, 
or for any loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in this document. 
 
The project was commissioned by Matthew Smith (Consultant) CgMs Ltd.  It was 
monitored by Lesley-Ann Mather, Bedfordshire County Council’s Archaeological 
Officer (CAO). 
 
Fieldwork for this project was undertaken by Victoria Osborn (Archaeological 
Supervisor), Kathy Pilkinton and Jerry Stone (Assistant Archaeological Supervisors). 
This report has been prepared by Victoria Osborn with contributions from Joan 
Lighting (CAD Technician).  It was edited by David Ingham (Project Officer) and Joe 
Abrams (Project Manager).  All Albion projects are under the overall management of 
Drew Shotliff (Operations Manager). 
 
Albion Archaeology  
St Mary's Church 
St Mary’s Street 
Bedford, MK42 OAS 
(: 01234 294017 
Fax: 01234 294008 
e-mail: office@albion-arch.com 
 
Version History 
Version Issue date Reason for re-issue 

1.0 16/09/08 n/a 

Structure of the Report 
Section 1 is an introduction to the project, the methodology for which is presented in 
Section 2.  Section 3 comprises the results of the fieldwork and their significance for the 
proposed development.  Section 4 is a bibliography.  Appendix 1 contains detailed 
descriptions of the deposits recorded on the site. 

Key Terms 
Throughout this report the following terms or abbreviations are used: 
 
ALGAO Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers 
CAO Bedfordshire County Council’s Archaeological Officer 
HER Bedfordshire’s Historic Environment Record 
IFA Institute of Field Archaeologists 
Procedures Manual Procedures Manual. Volume 1: Fieldwork, 2nd edition, 

2001 Albion Archaeology 
 

mailto:office@albion-arch.com
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Non-Technical Summary 
The construction of a new building is proposed at Twinwoods Business Park, 
Twinwoods Road, Clapham, Bedfordshire.  Albion Archaeology was commissioned by 
CgMs to undertake a programme of trial trenching, the results of which are presented 
in this report. 
 
The development area is predominantly grassland, c. 3ha in extent, and is centred on 
(NGR) TL 0341 5967 at a height of c. 84m OD.  The underlying geological deposits 
comprise Oxford Clay overlain by Boulder Clay. 
 
No archaeological remains are recorded in the Bedfordshire Historic Environment 
Record within the development area.  However, there are records of Iron Age, Roman, 
medieval and modern activity in the vicinity of the site.  
 
No significant archaeological remains were identified by the trial trenching.  Despite 
the presence of modern features in two of the trenches, the area evaluated had not been 
significantly truncated by modern activity.  The absence of evidence for activity earlier 
than the post-medieval period, therefore, suggests a genuine lack of significant 
archaeological remains within the evaluated area.  It is reasonable to extrapolate that 
the development area as a whole has negligible archaeological potential. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 
The construction of a new building is proposed on land at Twinwoods Business 
Park, Twinwoods Road, Clapham, Bedfordshire.  A programme of archaeological 
trial trenching was undertaken to provide additional information on the 
archaeological potential of the proposed development area. 
  
Albion Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs to undertake the trial trenching, 
the results of which are presented in this report. 

1.2 Site Location, Topography and Geology 
The development area lies at the southern edge of Twinwoods Business Park, east 
of Milton Earnest (Fig. 1).  It is centred on (NGR) TL 0341 5967 and covers an 
area of c. 3ha. 
 
The development area is situated at a height of c. 84m OD on a clay plateau, 
1.5km north-east of the Great River Ouse.  The underlying geology of the area is 
Oxford Clay overlain by Boulder Clay.  The development area comprised open 
grassland at the time of evaluation, with buildings on its south-west edge. 

1.3 Archaeological Background 
No pre-modern archaeological remains are recorded in the Bedfordshire Historic 
Environment Record within the development area.  However, a number of features 
have been identified to the north, east and south.  
 
An Iron Age settlement and trackway have been excavated 1km to the north 
(Ingham, forthcoming), while prehistoric settlement activity and medieval field 
systems have been identified c. 500m to the north-east (Luke 2004).  A medieval 
moated manor house, known as ‘The Hermitage’ (SAM 20457), is situated to the 
east on the edge of a series of medieval earthworks suggestive of land enclosure 
(HER 9890).  A series of cropmarks (HER 913/ 1938 / 3310 / 14024 / 16608) have 
also been identified to the south and east which produced slag and Roman pottery 
(HER 5192 / 6749).  
 
To the immediate north of the development area lies the site of RAE Bedford.  This 
had its origins in the immediate aftermath of World War II when the land between 
Thurleigh and Twinwood was considered for several military functions (Bowyer 
1983, 257).  The one which came to fruition was the construction of RAE Bedford 
(HER 9274, NMR 1441796, 1402911) starting in 1946, between the two former 
airfields.  Its function was as a research establishment for the Ministry of Defence.  
Described as an outstation of the older facility at Farnborough, it was designed to 
carry out research related to the next generation of military aircraft (Jellis 1978, 
180).  Advanced equipment for testing and designing aircraft was revealed in 
Germany at this time, some of it being brought to Britain as war reparations.  
Specifically, equipment from the Herman Goering Aeronautical Research 
Establishment in Volkenrode was brought in order to build the first of four wind 
tunnels (Bowyer 1983, 66).  This had been a secret facility carrying out 
experiments in advanced aerodynamics during World War II (Francis 2003, 19). 
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In the years that followed, research led to developments in supersonic flight, use 
of radar, flight safety during turbulence and many other aviation-related matters 
(tests on Concorde and Harrier fighter jets were carried out here).  Research 
carried out at this location made a huge contribution to the technical ability of 
British forces during the Cold War.  At its height 1,500 people were employed. 
 
The research facility closed in the mid 1990s when research moved to Boscombe 
Down, although many of the original buildings and ancillary roads remain intact. 

1.4 Project Objectives 
The principal objective of the evaluation was to test for the presence of 
archaeological remains within the development area, and to define their extent, 
condition, nature, artefactual and ecofactual potential, and significance. This 
would provide further information on the historic character of the study area, 
and enable any remains to be placed within their local, regional and national 
context. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 
 
The trial trenching took place between 4th and 10th September 2008.  Fourteen 
trenches were opened, covering a total area of c. 1350m2 (Fig. 1).  The trench plan 
was agreed by the CAO before trenching began.  Minor alterations were made to it 
on site, in order to avoid live electricity cables: Trench 1 was relocated 12m to the 
south-west; the south-west end of Trench 6 was moved 2m to the north-west; and 
a gap was left near the north end of Trench 7. 
 
The trenches were opened by a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless 
bucket, under close archaeological supervision.  As no significant archaeological 
deposits were identified, overburden was removed down to the top of the 
undisturbed geological deposits.  The spoil heaps were visually scanned for 
artefacts. 
 
A photographic record was compiled of each trench.  All deposits were recorded 
using a unique number sequence, commencing at 100 for Trench 1, 200 for Trench 
2 etc.  A full methodology is provided in the written specification (Albion 
Archaeology, 2008). 
 
The project adhered throughout to the standards set out in the following 
documents: 
 

• IFA Code of Conduct 
 Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field 

Evaluation 
• Albion Archaeology Procedures Manual. Volume 1: Fieldwork (2nd edition) 
• ALGAO (east) Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England 
• English Heritage The Management of Archaeological Projects, 2nd 

edition  
 
The trenches were inspected by the CAO prior to their backfilling. 
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3. RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

3.1 Results 
The location and extent of all archaeological features are shown on Fig. 2. 
Detailed technical information on them can be found in Appendix 1. 

3.1.1 Overburden 
A fairly uniform layer of topsoil – mostly 0.2m thick – was revealed throughout 
the trenches.  The subsoil was also fairly uniform in character, but varied between 
0.2m and 0.3m in thickness.  The only exception was in Trenches 11–14, where 
the topsoil and subsoil had been disturbed and were possibly more recent in origin 
than elsewhere on the site. 

3.1.2 Archaeological features 
A post-medieval ditch [703] was recorded at the north-east end of Trench 7.  It 
was aligned north-west to south-east and was 2.4m wide and 0.88m deep, with a 
contemporary ceramic land drain at the base. 
 
Modern pits [1303] [1403] [1405 [1407] were recorded in Trenches 13 and 14 
(Figure 2).  They were irregular in plan, and extended beyond the limits of the 
evaluation trenches.  The pits were cut through the subsoil and their backfill 
contained numerous modern artefacts, which were not retained. 

3.2 Interpretation and Significance of Results 
Trial trench evaluation of the proposed development area at Twinwoods Business 
Park identified no significant archaeological remains.  
 
Despite the presence of modern features in two of the trenches, the trial trenching 
demonstrated that the site had not been significantly truncated by modern activity. 
The absence of evidence for activity pre-dating the post-medieval period does, 
therefore, suggest a genuine lack of significant archaeological remains.  It is 
reasonable to extrapolate that the development area as a whole has negligible 
archaeological potential. 
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5. APPENDIX 1 

5.1 Context Summary  
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Figure 1: Site location plan 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s 

Stationery Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford.  
OS Licence No. 100017358.  
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Figure 2: All features plan 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s 

Stationery Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford.  
OS Licence No. 100017358.  Crown Copyright 

Photograph of ditch [703]. 
Looking west, scale 1m. 
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Section drawing of ditch [703]. 

Tr 1 

Tr 2 

Tr 3 

Tr 4 

Tr 5 

Tr 6 

Tr 7 

Tr 8 

Tr 9 

Tr 10 

Tr 11 

Tr 12 
Tr 13 

Tr 14 

[703] 

 255900 

 256000 

 503300  503400  503500 
50 m 

[1403] 

[1405] 

[1407] 

[1303] 


