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Albion Archaeology

Area: 1

TL0503549605OS Co-ordinates:
Extent (ha): 0.0016

Description: First Test Pit, located at south side of car park

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

1000 External surface Cemented mid  grey  concrete .  Grey brick layer of car park surface.

1001 Make up layer Loose mid orange yellow sandy gravel .  Make up layer to rest 1000 on.

1002 Make up layer Compact mid pinkish red  hardcore .  Make Up layer

1006 Modern Intrusion Rectangular E-W profile: near vertical base: uneven dimensions: max breadth 
1.2m, min depth 0.78m, min length 1.m.  Base uncertain. Overlain by  stones 
(1005) .  Modern Drain.

1003 Demolition  layer Compact dark  grey  rubble occasional small-medium ceramic building material.  
Demolition layer/ backfill.

1004 Fill Compact light yellow brown  rubble .  Modern Backfill deposit of compact, light yellow 
brown, stones

1005 Fill Loose     concrete frequent medium-large stones.  Flat surfaced cut stones.  Construction 
debris.  Dump of stones in the base of a modern drain. Backfilled deposit.

1007 Demolition  layer Compact mid orange grey clay silt occasional medium ceramic building material, 
occasional small chalk, frequent small-medium stones.  Demolition Layer. 
Associated with [1094]

1013 Pit Profile: irregular base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.6m, max depth 0.1m.  
Sharp break of slope (top).  Truncates (1014) and physically truncates wall [1020] 
Uncertain use, possibly a pit.

1009 Demolition  layer Compact dark blue grey clay silt frequent small ceramic building material, frequent 
small stones, occasional medium stones.  Demolition layer associated with [1013]

1010 Demolition  layer Compact light orange grey clay silt occasional small ceramic building material, frequent 
medium stones, frequent small stones.  Occasional mortar, tile, and wood. Demolition 
Layer

1011 Demolition  layer Loose dark  grey  silt occasional small ceramic building material, frequent flecks 
charcoal, occasional small fired clay.  Common coal inclusions and clay pockets.  
Demolition layer

1012 Fill Compact mid orange grey sandy silt occasional small ceramic building material, 
frequent small stones.  Backfilled deposit of construction debris

1014 Demolition  layer Compact dark grey brown clay silt occasional small ceramic building material, 
frequent flecks charcoal, occasional medium stones, occasional small stones.  
Demolition layer.  Rare slate inclusions.

1015 Demolition  layer Compact light orange grey clay silt occasional small ceramic building material, 
moderate medium-large stones, occasional small stones.  Common medium worked 
stone inclusions.  Demolition layer.

1018 Floor Compact light orange yellow   frequent medium fired clay.  Tile floor with 
materials ranging from 60mm to 150mm in size.  Square finished and regular 
coursed with occasional mortar.  The bonding is a light orange yellow, compact  
mortar.  There are 3 courses of tiles visible in sections 1/2 and 2/3.  It overlies wall 
[1020] (physical relationship only), and is possibly truncated by  [1013] (pit) as 
well as a possible unrecorded cut E of the upper tile course.  It is most likely a 
heavily truncated floor level.

1017 Demolition  layer Compact light grey orange silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, 
occasional small fired clay.  Demolition layer with occasional mortar and general cbm 
inclusions.
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Description: First Test Pit, located at south side of car park

1019 Demolition  layer Compact dark orange grey  silt frequent medium fired clay, occasional small 
stones.  Demolition layer with occasional medium sized worked stone inclusions.

1020 Wall Cemented mid orange yellow  limestone occasional small sand, occasional small 
stones.  Limestone wall, squared finish and random coursed.  Direction of face is 
N.  Bonding material is mortar ( a fine, orange yellow mortar, with occasional 
small surrounded stones).  There are 4 separate courses, one on top of another.  
Two are visible in section 1/2 only.  Two courses are visible in middle of length 
only.  It extends to only three metres North and is built over an earlier 
wall/structure [1022].  The interpretation of it is a medieval wall situated in the E 
side of TP1 and physically truncates [1022].

1021 Demolition  layer Compact light grey orange clay sand occasional medium ceramic building 
material, occasional small fired clay, occasional medium stones.  Demolition layer 
with inclusions of frequent worked stone and occasional tile.  Overlies (1023), 
(1058).

1022 Wall Compact light brown orange  limestone moderate small sand.  Limestone wall.  
Materials range from100mm - 750mm in size and are square finished and random 
coursed.  Six courses are visible.  The bonding material is a compact, light brown 
orange, sandy mortar.    The S and W  facing sides are roughly faced and are 
probably the outer walls. The  N and E facing sides are smooth faced with a 
rendering of mortar, and suggest a likelihood for being the interior walls. It is 
physically truncated by wall [1020].  Related contexts [1038], [1031] and [1057],  
form Culvert [1087] which is situated at the North-Eastern corner of Area 1.

1023 Demolition  layer Compact mid grey orange silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, 
occasional medium stones.  Demolition layer slumped against [1022] containing 
occasional medium worked stones.

1026 Modern Intrusion Linear NW-SE profile: 45 degrees base: uneven dimensions: max breadth 1.75m, 
max depth 0.86m, min length 2.2m.  Construction cut for land drain ("modern").

1024 Backfill Compact mid pinkish grey  rubble occasional small-medium ceramic building material, 
frequent small stones, occasional medium stones.  Backfill to seal drain [1025] with 
inclusions of rare medium worked stones.

1025 Drain Cemented mid pinkish red  concrete .  Land drain.

1027 Demolition  layer Firm dark orange brown silty clay frequent small ceramic building material.  
Demolition layer with occasional cbm and  mortar fragments.

1028 Demolition  layer Friable dark grey black   occasional small ceramic building material, frequent 
flecks charcoal.  .Dark orange black, charcoal with frequent cbm. Demolition 
spread

1029 Demolition  layer Loose light grey yellow  sand occasional small ceramic building material, 
occasional small fired clay.  Demolition layer with occasional worked stone, and 
cbm inclusions.

1030 Demolition  layer Firm mid orange brown silty clay moderate medium ceramic building material, 
occasional flecks charcoal.  Demolition layer with root disturbance.

1031 Culvert Limestone frequent small sand.  Culvert lid.  Limestone slab set against walls 
[1031] and [1038].  It physically seals (1032).  Square finished and random 
coursed, it is bonded with a sandy mortar.  Situated in the NE corner of TP1 it is 
damaged by machining.  Void is in filled with (1032).  Related contexts are  
[1038],  [1057] and [1022].
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1032 Alluvium Firm mid brown grey silty sand occasional small stones.  Natural silting of void in 
culvert [1087].

1033 Demolition  layer Firm light brown yellow sandy clay occasional small stones.  Demolition layer

1034 Demolition  layer Compact dark orange grey silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, 
moderate small stones.  Demolition layer

1035 Demolition  layer Compact mid orange brown clay silt occasional small ceramic building material, 
frequent small stones.  Demolition layer with inclusions of occasional small  wood.

1036 Demolition  layer Compact light orange yellow silty sand .  Demolition layer of mortar

1037 Demolition  layer Friable dark orange grey silty clay occasional small stones.  Demolition layer

1038 Culvert Mid yellow orange sandy limestone .  Interior limestone wall of a culvert.  
Materials range in size from 60mm to 300mm and are square finished.  The 
feature is regular coursed and W facing.  The bonding material is a mid yellow 
orange sandy mortar.  It is situated in the NE corner of TP1 (Area 1) and is 
possibly truncated at the S extent by a land drain [1026] overlain by [1031].  
Related contexts are [1031] and [1057]. Part of  Culvert [1087].

1040 Wall Compact mid brown orange sandy limestone .  Corner of limestone walled 
building consisting of square finished regular coursed slabs bonded with mortar.   
The materials range from 100mm x 200mm  - 200mm x 260mm in size The feature 
faces both E and S.  The majority of the building is orientated E-W  and is possibly 
related to building [1022].  Situated at the N side of TP1 it is visible in the S facing 
section 2/4.  Overlies Foundation Cut [1092].

1041 Demolition  layer Compact mid orange brown sandy gravel .  Demolition layer

1042 Demolition  layer Compact light orange grey silty clay frequent small-large ceramic building 
material, occasional flecks charcoal, occasional large stones.  Demolition layer

1043 Demolition  layer Compact dark orange grey silty clay occasional small ceramic building material, 
occasional flecks charcoal.  Demolition layer

1044 Demolition  layer Compact mid orange grey clay silt occasional small ceramic building material, 
occasional small fired clay, occasional small stones.  Demolition layer with 
elements of occasional mortar, rare cbm, and rare pot shards present.

1045 Demolition  layer Compact dark grey brown clay silt occasional small-medium ceramic building 
material.  Demolition layer with occasional mortar.

1046 Demolition  layer Compact mid grey brown clay silt occasional small-medium ceramic building 
material.  Demolition layer

1047 Demolition  layer Compact dark grey brown clay silt occasional small ceramic building material.  
Demolition layer.

1048 Demolition  layer Firm light orange yellow sandy chalk occasional flecks charcoal.  Demolition layer 
made of sandy mortar with occasional charcoal.
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1049 Floor Friable light orange yellow chalky limestone occasional small ceramic building 
material, occasional flecks charcoal, frequent large sand.  Limestone floor.  
Worked stone slabs bonded with mortar forming a flat surface.  The materials 
range from 50mm x 100mm x 200mm - 80mm x 250mm x 350mm and are square 
finished and randomly coursed.  Two courses are visible.  The bonding is a sandy 
chalk with various inclusions as described on page1.  It is situated in the NW 
corner of TP1 and is truncated by a modern footing.  It possibly extends further to 
the  South but is physically truncated by Modern Intrusion [1006].

1050 Pit Sub-circular  profile: concave base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.57m, max 
depth 0.41m.  Concave shaped pit of unknown use.

1051 Backfill Compact mid brown grey clay silt frequent small ceramic building material.  Backfill 
with occasional mortar  and frequent cbm inclusions.

1052 Demolition  layer Compact mid grey brown clay silt occasional flecks charcoal, occasional small 
stones.  Demolition layer

1053 Demolition  layer Compact dark grey orange silty clay frequent small-medium ceramic building 
material, occasional flecks charcoal, occasional small-large stones.  Demolition 
layer within building with occasional worked stone, frequent tile, and occasional 
charcoal inclusions.

1054 Demolition  layer Friable light yellow grey sandy clay occasional flecks charcoal, frequent small 
fired clay.  Demolition layer containing collapsed stone flooring(?) within building 
[1022].  Layer has inclusions of occasional pot shards, frequent tile, occasional 
charcoal,  and  worked stone (in-situ).

1055 Demolition  layer Friable dark yellow grey sandy silt occasional small fired clay.  Demolition layer 
within interior of building with inclusions of occasional worked stone (collapsed 
flooring), and occasional tile.

1056 Demolition  layer Firm light orange yellow   occasional small fired clay.  Demolition layer within 
interior of building with  inclusions of mortar, rare tile, and rare worked stone 
(collapsed flooring?).

1057 Culvert Hard mid red orange sandy limestone .   The limestone base of Culvert [1087], 
situated in the North-Eastern corner of Area 1 (Test Pit 1). A single course of 
limestone slabs, extending 0.85m South of section2/4, where it has probably been 
truncated by Land drain [1026]. Worked stones found in-situ in demolition layers 
(1054-6).

1058 Dump material Firm dark brown black clay silt moderate small-large ceramic building material, 
occasional flecks charcoal, occasional small-medium stones.  Dump of material 
abutting the exterior of wall [1022] with a high level of root disturbance. Mixed 
deposit of a dark black brown clay with patches of mid orange yellow sandy silt.

1059 Dump material Firm dark brown black clay silt moderate small-large ceramic building material, 
occasional flecks charcoal, occasional small-medium stones.  Layer observed next 
to wall [1022]

1060 Dump material Loose light orange yellow   moderate medium-large stones.  Deposit seems to be a 
dump of material abutting stone wall [1022]  and is frequented by moderate 
medium/large lumps of limestone.
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1061 Alluvium Friable dark blue brown silty clay .  Waterlogged silting deposit associated with 
wall [1075].  Together with a high humic content and a noticeable smell it has a 
very high finds content.

1062 Alluvium Firm dark blue brown silty clay .  Same as (1061).

1063 Alluvium Friable dark blue brown silty clay .  A mottled deposit of dark blue/brown and 
mid blue/grey silty clay with a high humic content.  A noticeable smell and patches 
of plastic clay.  Contains preserved wood and appears to be a waterlogged silting 
deposit associated with wall [1075].

1081 Timber Wooden stake, with vertical sides, and circular shape. In good condition. Found in-situ 
(1063), left in-situ. Possible relationship to stakes [1082], [1083].

1082 Timber Good condition stake. Related to [1081], [1083]. Found in-situ (1063), left in-situ.

1083 Timber Wooden stake, with vertical sides, circular shape. In good condition. Found in-situ 
(1063). Left in-situ.

1064 Alluvium Friable dark blue brown silty clay frequent small stones.  Waterlogged humic 
deposit  associated with wall [1075].  It has a high humic content , with a noticable 
methane odour. Pea Grit present may suggest seasonal flooding of the river.

1066 Make up layer Friable dark blue brown silty clay frequent small ceramic building material, 
frequent small stones, moderate large stones.  Mixed deposit, dark blue brown, 
silty clay, with a frequent humic consistency. Mottled with yellow brown, plastic 
clay, frequent small angular stones, frequent cbm, and moderate large flat stones. 
A  build up of disturbed ground. A make up layer.

1067 Make up layer Compact mid blue black   .   Course particles of coal. Discreet lens of material 
within (1066).

1068 Alluvium Friable dark blue brown silty clay frequent small stones, occasional medium 
stones.  Very mixed layer, probably a humic deposit which was disturbed.  
Inclusions of small pebbles and small patches of clay occasional pieces of small 
angular sandstone.

1070 Floor Plastic mid green grey  clay .  This layer seems to have been placed on a bedding 
deposit (1069) and is interpreted as a floor layer.

1073 Foundation Frequent large ceramic building material.  Regular course of modern brick 
overlying three courses of mortar and mixed mortar/stone layers.  Foundation 
(modern footing).

1075 Wall Limestone .  Square finished wall of regular course orientated East/West. Abutting 
[1077] a roughly hewn, unfaced wall. Appears to adjoin to the lower layer of 
[1077] with a collapse destruction phase overlying the eastern edge. A physical 
relation only-ACJ 01/09/2005.

1076 Alluvium Plastic mid grey blue sandy clay .  Mid grey blue plastic clay with green mottling. 
Slump of material abutting Wall [1075]. Naturally deposited.

1084 Timber Wooden planking in good condition. Left in-situ (1076) at 60 deg. Tangentially faced, 
possible chisel points on both sides.

1077 Wall Roughly hewn, random coursed wall, with a grey sandy clay bonding. Possibly 
collapsed unfaced wall, or part of a destruction phase. Lower level abutts [1075].
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1078 Foundation Frequent medium-large ceramic building material.  Mixed brickwork of red clay 
and light pink yellow bricks. Foundation or floor.

1079 Wall Limestone moderate medium ceramic building material, moderate small stones.  
Situated in the northern corner of test pit 1 (area 1).  A square finished, random 
coursed limestone wall. Embedded with a compact, dark orange brown, silty sand, 
with moderate brick fragments, moderate charcoal flecks, and moderate small 
subangular stones.

1080 Wall Limestone .  Light yellow limestone wall, random coursed, roughly hewn, with a 
compact, light brown orange sandy mortar. Situated in the SE corner of area 1. 
Visibly abutts wall [1020], but seems to be haphazardly placed in more than one 
course. Possibly an earlier wall..

1086 Demolition  layer Compact mid yellow grey sandy clay 

1087 Culvert Group context for Masonry sheets associated with Culvert, including [1031], 
[1038], [1057].

1088 Foundation trench Linear N-S profile: vertical dimensions: max breadth 0.5m, min length 1.67m.  
Foundation cut for wall [1020].

1071 Make up layer Compact    sandy gravel frequent small stones, occasional large stones.  Bedding 
material for wall [1020].

1072 Make up layer Compact    sandy gravel frequent large stones, occasional small stones.  A continuation 
of bedding layer (1071) for wall [1020].

1074 Make up layer Compact     sand occasional small stones.  Sand and chert fragments and small pebbles 
with a little mortar. Upper bedding layer of [1088], for wall [1020].

1089 Foundation trench Rectangular N-S profile: vertical base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.3m, 
min depth 0.2m.  Foundation cut for modern footing [1073].

1090 Foundation trench Rectangular  profile: irregular base: uneven dimensions: max breadth 0.76m, max 
depth 0.2m, max length 1.1m.  Foundation cut for floor [1070].

1069 Make up layer Mid yellow white   occasional small charcoal.  Appears to be a bedding material for clay 
floor layer [1070].  Mortar with a high sand content. Overlies [1090].

1091 Foundation trench Linear  profile: vertical base: flat .  Foundation cut for wall [1022].

1093 Foundation Bedding layer for wall [1022].

1092 Foundation trench Linear N-S .  Foundation cut for wall [1040].

1094 Pit Profile: irregular base: flat dimensions: min breadth 1.35m, max depth 0.65m, min 
length 1.75m.  Sharp break of slope facing West, gradual b.o.s. base, flat base.

1008 Fill Compact dark orange grey clay silt occasional medium ceramic building material, 
frequent medium-large stones.  Demolition layer. Associated with [1094]

1095 Pit Profile: irregular base: concave dimensions: max breadth 0.85m.  Sharp sided 
feature , visible in section 1/2 only. Pit of unknown usage.

1016 Fill Compact mid orange grey clay silt occasional small ceramic building material, 
occasional small stones.  Rare worked stone inclusions.  Demolition layer with a coal 
lens.

1096 Foundation trench Dimensions: max breadth 0.85m, max depth 0.23m.  Foundation cut for wall 
[1079].
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1098 Foundation trench Linear N-S .  Foundation cut for wall [1080].

1099 Make up layer Light grey yellow sandy mortar. Make up layer.

1100 Foundation trench Cut for foundation [1085]

1085 Foundation Dimensions: max breadth 0.3m, min depth 0.2m, max length 0.25m.  Modern brick 
foundation.
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Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

2000 External surface Cemented dark blue blue  tarmac .  Tarmac for Car Park.

2001 Make up layer Compact light yellow grey  gravel frequent small stones.  Make-up layer for 
Tarmac (2000).

2002 Foundation trench Assymetrical  profile: irregular base: uneven dimensions: max breadth 1.34m, max 
depth 0.43m.  Sharp 90 degree initial cut with a sharp North B.O.S and a gradual 
southern slope to base. Modern cut for foundation of some kind.

2003 Foundation Compact dark grey black   .  Dark grey-black coal, fill of [2002]. Bedding for a 
structure.

2004 Make up layer Loose mid yellow red silty sand frequent medium ceramic building material.  Make-up 
layer. In addition to stated inclusions are Occasional, small Coal and Occasional, 
medium Bricks

2006 Make up layer Firm mid brown orange sandy silt occasional medium ceramic building material.  Make-
up layer. The CBM inclusions were composed of modern brick.

2007 Brick Rubble Firm mid brown yellow   frequent medium ceramic building material.  Possible robbed 
out floor layer. The inclusions included modern brick which accounted for approx. 50% 
of the fill.

2005 Wall The wall construction material was Limestone 120-370mm in length, 100-200mm 
in breadth and 100mm in depth. The blocks were square finished and randomly 
coursed with occasional bonding material present. The form of the structure 
would appear to be a wall with an east facing. The bonding material was a mid 
grey yellow, sandy clay which was of a firm consistancy. The dimensions of 
masonary as found we 0.55m in length, 0.20m in breadth, and 0.30m in depth.

2008 Brickwork The wall construction material was a mixture of brick and limestone 300mm in 
length, 130mm in breadth and 150mm in depth. The blocks were square finished 
and regularly coursed with bonding material present. The form of the structure 
would appear to be a floor with an east facing (in section). The bonding material 
was a fine, mid orange yellow, sand which was of a firm compaction. The 
dimensions of masonary as found were, 1.22m in breadth, and 0.13m in depth.

2009 Demolition  layer Compact mid brown red  sand frequent medium ceramic building material.  Mixed 
Victorian rubble mainly composed of brick and tile. Demolition spread

2010 Make up layer Loose mid yellow brown  sand occasional medium ceramic building material, 
occasional small stones.  Make-up layer.

2011 Make up layer Firm dark green brown silty sand occasional small ceramic building material, 
frequent small stones.  Make-up layer

2012 Compact mid brown grey  clay occasional small stones.  Excavator felt that this 
layer could represent some sort of bonding deposit as there appeared to be brick 
work visible (2012).

2013 Make up layer Loose light grey orange  sand frequent small stones, occasional small-medium 
stones.  The occasional small-medium stones appeared to be worked. Make-up 
layer

2014 Make up layer Compact mid yellow red silty sand occasional medium ceramic building material.  
Make-up layer
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2015 Make up layer Firm light grey yellow sandy clay occasional medium stones.  Make-up layer

2016 Make up layer Loose mid orange brown  sand occasional medium stones.  Make-up layer

2017 Make up layer Loose mid grey brown silty sand occasional medium charcoal, occasional medium 
stones, occasional small stones.  The occasional, medium stone inclusions appeared 
to be worked. Make-up layer

2018 Make up layer Friable mid orange brown clay sand frequent small stones.  Make-up layer

2019 Make up layer Firm dark brown black sandy silt occasional small charcoal.  Make-up layer

2020 Make up layer Loose dark grey black   .  Make-up layer

2021 Make up layer Firm mid yellow brown sandy clay occasional medium ceramic building material.  
Make-up layer for [2066]

2022 Alluvium Spongy dark blue grey silty clay .  This was a waterlogged deposit which covered 
the whole area of Test Pit.2. The layer contained a high organic content and 
although a silty clay by nature it also had a fibrous element. (2022) contained 
relatively high concentrations of pottery shards, animal bone metal working slag 
and preserved wood. The field interpretation of this deposit is that it is alluvial in 
nature.

2023 Make up layer Compact mid orange grey sandy gravel .  Occasional Lime mortar on base. Make-
up layer

2024 Make up layer Loose light orange grey sandy gravel .  Make-up layer

2025 Floor The wall construction material wasbrick, 230mm in breadth and 50mm in depth. 
The blocks were square finished and regularly coursed with bonding material 
present. The form of the structure would appear to be a floor with a north facing 
(in section). The bonding material was a fine, dark orange brown, sand which was 
of a firm consistancy. The dimensions of masonary as found were 1.15m in 
breadth, and 0.05m in depth.

2026 Make up layer Compact light yellow brown sandy gravel occasional small ceramic building 
material.  Make-up layer

2028 Foundation trench Assymetrical  profile: concave base: uneven dimensions: max breadth 1.32m, max 
depth 0.32m.  This is the foundation cut for the construction of wall [2032] and 
also foundation [2031] which could be the foundation for wall [2032].

2029 Fill Compact mid orange grey silty clay occasional medium stones, occasional small stones.  
This is the only fill of foundation cut [2028]. The occasional medium stone inclusions 
appear to have been worked and could be due to the truncation and demolition of an 
earlier structure by foundation cut [2028].

2075 Fill Friable dark brown black silty clay moderate small stones.  Fill of [2028], coulds 
possible be the distirbed continuance of (2027) before it was truncated by structural cut 
[2028]. The fill (2075) appears to contain quite high levels of coal dust as a componant.

2030 Alluvium Loose mid orange brown silty sand occasional medium stones.  The excavator felt 
that this alluvial layer was most likely to have been deposited as a result of 
seasonal flooding of the Great River Ouse
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2031 Wall The wall construction material was sandstone of between 350-50mm in length, 100-
40mm in breadth and 110-80mm in depth. The blocks were roughly hewn and 
irregularly coursed with bonding material present. The form of the structure 
would appear to be a wall foundation. The bonding material was a firm mid 
orange yellow, sand with occasional brick and ceramic tile inclusions. The 
dimensions of masonary as found we 0.47m in length, 0.05m in breadth, and 0.46m 
in depth (as visible in section).

2032 Wall The wall construction material was red brick 204mm in length, 101mm in breadth 
and 68mm in depth. The blocks were squared and had ashler coursing with 
bonding material present. The form of the structure would appear to be a wall 
with an unknown facing. The bonding material was a mid grey yellow mortar 
which was sandy. The dimensions of masonary as found we 0.36m in length, 0.21m 
in breadth, and 0.48m in depth (as visible in section). The wall appears to be of a 
modern construction type and runs approximetly North-South. The wall [2032] 
sits apon a foundation deposit [2031]. However it is possible that that this 
foundation may not belong to this phase of construction and is the reminants of an 
earlier structure, however this seems very unlikley.

2033 Wall The wall construction material was red brick 110mm in length, 225mm in breadth 
and 60mm in depth. The blocks were square finished and regularly coursed with 
bonding material present. The form of the structure would appear to be a wall 
with an unknown facing. The bonding material was a mid grey yellow, sand with 
frequent limestone inclusions (c.45%) which was of a firm consistancy. The 
dimensions of masonary as found we 0.70m in length, 0.35m in breadth, and 0.07m 
in depth. The wall appears to be of a fairly modern construction type and consists 
of one course of modern brick and is bedded into a mix of concreate/mortar.

2035 Make up layer Friable mid yellow brown clay sand moderate small ceramic building material, 
occasional small ceramic building material, occasional small stones.  Make-up 
layer. The small stone inclusions were angular and rounded chert fragments and 
also the layer had occasional small angular fragments of ceramic tile. It should be 
noted that the colour of the layer was mottled but mainly mid yellow-brown.

2036 Dump material Friable mid  yellow sandy clay moderate small stones.  Mortar type material. The 
small stone inclusions were angular pieces of Limestone

2037 Layer Friable    sandy clay .  Frequent lenses of material, mottled in colour but mainly 
mid brown and mid yellow, also some blue-brown due to the presence of coal 
inclusions. Inclusions present were occasional medium degraded Limestone, 
occasional small ceramic building materials, occasional small chert fragments and 
occasional small fragments of coal. The interpretation of this layer is uncertain 
however it would seem consistent with either a demolition or make-up layer, more 
probably the former rather that the latter.

2038 Layer Friable dark grey brown silty clay moderate flecks charcoal, occasional small 
stones.  Silting layer built up against [2039]. The areas of charcoal flecking in this 
layer were discrete and concentrated mainly towards the top of the layer. 
Occasional small stones were rounded sandstone.

2039 Demolition  layer Friable    sandy clay moderate medium ceramic building material, occasional small 
stones.  This demolition spread is mottled in colour but mainly mid yellow-brown 
and mid grey-brown.

2040 Demolition  layer Friable dark blue brown clay gravel occasional medium ceramic building 
material, occasional medium stones, occasional small stones.  Demolition layer
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Area: 2

TL0503549627OS Co-ordinates:
Extent (ha): 0.0016

Description: Second Test Pit, located at north side of car park

2041 Make up layer Friable dark brown blue  clay occasional small stones.  Make-up layer. The 
inclusions present in the fill were small rounded pebbles and frequent small, 
medium and large limestone fragments also occasional small angular chert. It is 
possible and likely that the limestone inclusions in this layer are related to the 
North-South running culvert comprised of [2068], [2051], [2052]

2042 Demolition  layer Loose mid orange brown silty sand frequent small ceramic building material.  
Mixed demolition layer. The excavator also noted a mottling in the spread which 
was consistent with a mortar type material.

2043 Make up layer Friable mid grey brown sandy clay occasional small stones.  Make-up layer. The 
excavator also noted large patches of a mid yellow-grey clay within the layer.

2044 Demolition  layer Firm    silty clay occasional large ceramic building material.  Demolition spread. 
The layer was a mottled mid yellow-brown and dark black-brown

2045 Make up layer Loose mid yellow brown sandy clay frequent small stones.  Make-up layer, abutts 
[2051].

2046 Alluvium Friable dark grey brown sandy clay occasional small stones

2047 Alluvium Loose mid yellow brown sandy gravel frequent small stones.  This layer was interpreted 
as a naturally deposited alluvial layer associated with the Great River Ouse.

2048 Alluvium Friable mid  brown sandy clay occasional small stones.  This layer was interpreted 
as a naturally deposited alluvial layer associated with the Great River Ouse.

2049 Demolition  layer Firm dark brown black sandy silt occasional medium charcoal.  This layer is 
interpreted as a possible demolition spread. SAME AS (2019)

2050 Wall The wall construction material was red brick of between 70mm in breadth and 
160mm in depth. The blocks were squared and irregularly coursed with bonding 
material present. The form of the structure would appear to be a wall. The 
bonding material was a compact white-grey concreate type material with no 
inclusions. The dimensions of masonary as found were 0.35m in breadth, and 
0.79m in depth (as visible in section).

2051 Wall The wall construction material was limestone of between 330mm in breadth and 
98mm in depth. The blocks were roughly hewn and were arranged into irregular 
string coursing with no bonding material present. The form of the structure would 
appear to be a wall. No bonding material appeared to be present. The dimensions 
of masonary as found we 0.47m in length, 0.05m in breadth, and 0.46m in depth 
(as visible in section).

2054 Make up layer Frequent medium ceramic building material, frequent medium stones.  This make-
up layer is mottled in colour varying between dark brown-black, loose, silty clay 
(approx. 60%) and a mid yellow-brown, firm, silty-clay (approx. 40%).

2055 Alluvium Firm dark grey brown silty clay occasional small stones.  The excavator 
interpreted this layer as being a alluvial deposit associated with the Great River 
Ouse.

2056 Alluvium Firm mid orange brown silty clay moderate small stones.  This layer was 
interpreted as a naturally deposited alluvial layer associated with the Great River 
Ouse.
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Figure 1: Location map with inset showing Shire Hall site and building numbers used in this report. 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire County Council, 

County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 2: Location of borehole sample points and test pits 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, 

 by Bedfordshire County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 3: Graphical representation of borehole results (archaeological interpretation) 
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Figure 4: Stratigraphic diagram (Harris Matrix) of deposits in Test Pit 1 
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Figure 5: Stratigraphic diagram (Harris Matrix) of deposits in Test Pit 2 
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Figure 7: Plan of Test Pit 2, with locations of sections
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Figure 8: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the south facing section on 
the north side of Test Pit 1 
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Figure 9: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the west-facing 
section on the east side of Test Pit 1 

1000
1001

1002

1027 
1028 

1029 

1030 

1033 

[1026] 

[1031] 

[1038] 
[1057] 

[1025] 

1024 

[1026]

1017

1019 
1018

1021

1058

1059

1060
1056
1055
1054

1053

1023
[1022]

50cm 

Scales 1m 

Bricks 
Culvert floor and cover
Cut feature 
Boundary between layers or fills

Limestone wall 

Trench edge 

Pipe 
Tarmac 

Section 2 



Albion Archaeology 
 

Bedford Shire Hall and Surrounding Site 
Archaeological Evaluation Report 

 
 

Figure 10: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the north-facing 
section on the south side of Test Pit 1 
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Figure 11: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the east-facing 
section on the west side of Test Pit 1 
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Figure 12: Photograph of the archaeological deposits in the south-facing section on 
the north side of the sondage in Test Pit 1 
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Figure 13: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the west-facing 
section on the east side of the sondage in Test Pit 1 
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Figure 15: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the east-facing 
section on the west side of the sondage in Test Pit 1 
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Figure 16: Possible revetment wall in the bottom of Test Pit 1  
(Viewed from the south. Scale 2m) 

Figure 17: Limestone culvert in the north-east corner of Test Pit 1  
(Viewed from the south. Scales 1m) 
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Figure 18: Stone building remains in Test Pit 1 
(Viewed from the north, Scale 1m) 
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Figure 19: Culvert in north-eastern corner of Test Pit 2  
(Viewed from the south. Scale 1m) 

Figure 20: Limestone culvert in the south-east corner of Test Pit 2  
(Viewed from the north. Scale 1m) 
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Figure 21: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in thesouth-
facing section on the north side of Test Pit 2 
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Figure 22: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the west-facing 
section at the east side of Test Pit 2 
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Figure 23: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the north-facing section at 
the south side of Test Pit 2 
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Figure 24: Photograph and drawing of the archaeological deposits in the east-facing section at 
the west side of Test Pit 2 
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Figure 25: Interpretation 
Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery  Office, by Bedfordshire 

County Council, County Hall, Bedford. OS Licence No. 076465(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
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Figure 26: Buildings on the site in 1833, as depicted in Dawsons panorama 
Image reproduced with permission of Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service 

Figure 27: Arnald's painting of 1811, 
possibly indicating the river frontage elevations of buildings on the site 

Image reproduced with permission of Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service 
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