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Non-Technical Summary 
A planning application (07/00762/FUL) has been granted for sheltered residential 
accommodation within a 0.8ha site on land at Manor Farm, Glinton, Peterborough, centred 
on NGR TF15630605. 
 
As the proposed development lies within an area of archaeological sensitivity, the local 
planning authority (Peterborough City Council) placed a condition (22) on the permission 
requiring archaeological field evaluation works be carried out at the site.  Albion 
Archaeology undertook the excavation of 4 of the 9 required trial trenches between 5th and 
9th September 2010 in line with a brief prepared by Peterborough City Council 
Archaeological Service (PCCAS 2010). 
 
The area investigated revealed considerable post-medieval disturbance and features 
associated with the 19th- and 20th-farmyard that previously occupied this part of the 
development area.  These included wall foundations, postholes, yard surfaces, drains and 
possible robber trenches.  None of the trial trenches contained any deposits datable to any 
period earlier than the late post-medieval/modern period.  Flooding and high groundwater 
accompanied the investigations. 
 
This evaluation has shown that this part of the development area does not contain any 
significant concentrations of archaeological features or deposits.  Although considerable 
areas of the site had been truncated by modern activity, the lack of residual pottery or 
domestic refuse suggests that the southern part of the development area is unlikely to have 
been used for any function other than agriculture. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background  
Planning permission (07/00762/FUL) was granted by Peterborough City Council in 
November 2007 for the construction of sheltered residential accommodation with 
warden and guest accommodation on land at Manor Farm, Glinton, Peterborough. 
 
Condition 22 of the granted permission states: 
 
No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents, or successors in 
title have secured the implementation of: 
 
i) archaeological field evaluation works in accordance with a specification and 
written timetable which has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority; and 
 
ii) following on from the evaluation, any safeguarding measures to ensure 
preservation in situ of important archaeological remains and/or further 
archaeological investigation and recording in accordance with a specification and 
timetable that has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. 
 
Reason: To ensure appropriate assessment of the archaeological implications of any 
development proposals and subsequent mitigation of any adverse impacts through 
preservation in situ or by record in accordance with Planning Policy Guidance (PPG 
16 Archaeology and Planning), and Policies CBE1 and CBE2 of the Peterborough 
Local Plan (First Replacement). 
 
A specification for the evaluation (CgMs 2010) was prepared in response to a brief 
for the archaeological work issued by PCCAS (2008) detailing the requirement for 
the area to be evaluated by trial trenches.  Albion Archaeology was commissioned by 
CgMs Consulting, on behalf of Faccenda Property Ltd, to undertake the trial 
trenching.  This document reports the results of that investigation. 
 
The agreed trench plan requires 9 trenches.  Trenches 6-9 are the subject of this 
report and comprise Phase 1 of the evaluation.  The remaining trenches (1-5) will be 
opened in due course (Phase 2). 

1.2 Site Location and Description 
The development area (DA) is located on land at Manor Farm, High Street, Glinton, 
Peterborough.  It is c. 0.8ha in extent and is centred on NGR TF 1563 0605 (Figure 
1).  During the course of the evaluation farm buildings and hard-standing were being 
demolished. 
 
The DA lies at an average height of 9m OD, and is flat.  The underlying geology 
comprises second terrace gravels overlying Oxford clay and Kellaways sand.  
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1.3 Archaeological Background 
The archaeological background to the DA has been detailed in the specification 
(CgMs 2010) and the previous archaeological report (CCAFU 2005).  The location of 
the trenches opened in 2005 is shown in Figure 8. 

1.4 Project Objectives 
The aims of the evaluation, as detailed by the specification (CgMs 2010), were as 
follows: 
 
§ To determine the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and 

quality of any archaeological remains within the DA 
§ To assess the artefactual and environmental potential of the archaeological 

deposits encountered 
§ To provide sufficient information on the archaeological potential of the DA to 

enable the archaeological implications of the proposed development to be 
assessed 

§ To assess the impact of previous land use on the DA 
§ To inform formulation of a strategy to avoid or mitigate impacts of the 

proposed development on surviving archaeological remains 
§ To produce a site archive for deposition with an appropriate museum and to 

provide information for accession to the Peterborough HER. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Introduction 
This document covers Phase 1 of the evaluation, focussed on the southern part of DA 
(Trenches 6-9).  The proposed development is to commence in this area.  It is 
anticipated that the remainder of the DA will be subject to archaeological 
investigations in due course (Phase 2), including the opening of Trenches 1-5 
(Figures 1 and 8). 
 
Phase 1 trenching was undertaken between 5th and 9th September 2010; it comprised 
the excavation of four trenches, each 25–30m long (Figure 2).   

2.2 Standards 
Throughout the project the standards and guidance in the following documents were 
adhered to: 
 
• Albion Archaeology Procedures Manual: Volume 1 Fieldwork (2nd edn, 

2001). 
• EAA Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 

England (2003) 
• English Heritage Management of Research Projects in the Historic 

Environment (MoRPHE) Project Managers’ Guide 
(2006) 

 Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory 
and practice of methods, from sampling and 
recovery to post-excavation (2002/01) 

• IfA By-Laws and Code of Conduct 
 Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field 

Evaluation (updated 2008) and finds (updated 
2008) 

• Peterborough 
Museum 

Peterborough Museum and Art Gallery Standards 
for Archaeological Archive Preparation (2003) 

2.3 Trial Trench Methodology 
The trial trenching was carried out in accordance with the specification (CgMs 2010) 
and the PCCAS (2008) brief.  In summary: 
 
• The trial trenches were set out using a Network RTK GPS to ensure accurate 

location; 
• All machine excavation was supervised by an archaeologist and was undertaken 

using a mechanical excavator fitted with a flat-edged ditching bucket; 
• Cultivation soil and modern overburden were removed by machine down to the 

top of archaeological deposits, or undisturbed geological deposits, whichever was 
encountered first; 

• Recording took place on pro-forma sheets in accordance with the Albion 
Archaeology Procedures Manual (2nd edition, 2001); 

• The trenches were inspected by the PCCAS Officer prior to backfilling. 
 



Albion Archaeology 

Land at Manor Farm, Glinton, Peterborough 
Phase 1 Archaeological Evaluation 

7 

 

 
All archaeological deposits and features (known as ‘contexts’) were assigned an 
individual number.  Within this report, numbers in brackets refer to these context 
numbers.  Cut features (i.e. pits, ditches etc.) are expressed as [***]; layers and 
deposits within cut features are expressed as (***).  Detailed descriptions of all the 
contexts are contained within Appendix 1. 
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3. RESULTS 

3.1 Introduction 
Findings within the trial trenches are summarised below and shown on Figures 2-6.  
Detailed technical information on all deposits and archaeological features can be 
found in Appendix 1. 

3.2 Overburden and Geological Deposits 
The overburden was generally a dark greyish brown silty gravel that had been laid 
down as a make-up layer for the farmyard.  In many places this deposit had been 
heavily disturbed by recent demolition activity.  The depth of overburden varied from 
0.25m to 0.60m. 
 
The undisturbed geological strata predominantly consisted of yellowish brown sandy 
gravel.  This was reached at a height of 8.65–8.01m OD.  In areas of truncation traces 
of the underlying grey Oxford Clay and outcrops of Cornbrash Limestone were 
identified. 

3.3 Archaeological Remains 
Archaeological remains were identified within all of the trenches. 

3.3.1 Trench 6 (Figure 3) 
The south-western end of Trench 6 contained the remains of a limestone wall corner-
foundation (621) with associated cobbled surfaces on either side.  This foundation 
corresponds to the approximate position of outbuildings attached to the dovecote 
shown on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (Figure 7).  At least two successive 
layers of cobbled surface were identified to the north-east and south-west of the 
foundation.  Excavation of the internal surface (623) to the north-east of wall (621) 
produced five sherds (79g) from a 17th–18th-century glazed earthenware vessel in 
the Midlands Blackware tradition.  
 
Towards the centre of the trench, pit [615] was partially exposed.  It was at least 3m 
in diameter and more than 0.45m deep.  Upper deposit (618) contained frequent 
limestone fragments.  No artefactual material was recovered from any deposits within 
[615], although lower deposit (616) contained well-preserved fragments of twig, 
suggesting a relatively recent date for this otherwise undated feature. 
 
The north-eastern part of the trench contained four postholes and a small pit.  Two of 
the postholes ([606] and [609]) were large, square-cut features that still contained 
large chunks of well-preserved wooden posts.  These are likely to have been of recent 
origin, although no datable artefactual material was recovered.  Two circular 
postholes [604] and [611] were also recorded.  Excavation of [611] revealed that it 
was less than 0.1m deep and lacked datable material.  The postholes are likely to be 
associated with the agricultural buildings/animal pens also shown on the 1st edition 
Ordnance Survey map (Figure 7). 
 
Pit [613] was very shallow at <10cm, and is better described as a shallow depression. 
It lacked datable material, but did contain fragments of well-preserved twigs, 
suggesting it is of recent origin.   
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3.3.2 Trench 7 (Figure 4) 
A large NW-SE aligned ditch [703] was identified in the north-eastern end of Trench 
7.  It was c. 5m wide and its upper deposits contained large fragments of limestone 
and a single fragment of unfrogged machine-made brick.  The ditch was machine 
excavated to a depth of 0.3m before flooding prevented further investigation.  The 
presence of building debris and unfrogged bricks may indicate that this ditch-like 
feature may have been created by the robbing out of an early 19th-century wall. 
 
Isolated posthole [705] was identified towards the centre of the trench.  It was 0.8m 
in diameter and contained three large fragments of limestone that may represent the 
original post packing.  It was excavated to a depth of 0.3m before flooding but did 
not produce any finds. 
 
A second substantial posthole [707] was partially exposed at the south-western end of 
the trench.  It did not contain any packing but was >0.4m deep.  No artefactual 
remains were recovered.  The posthole may have been associated with possible 
foundation trench [709] located immediately to the north-west.  This was filled with 
at least three large fragments of limestone apparently set into a grey silty clay 
foundation deposit.  

3.3.3 Trench 8 (Figure 5) 
A stone wall foundation [806] was present at the north-western end of Trench 8.  It 
was aligned ENE-WNW and survived immediately below a modern concrete slab to 
a depth of c. 0.4m.  It comprised regular courses of limestone slabs on a bedding 
layer of grey clay.  Fragments of ceramic building material were visible in the upper 
parts of the wall foundation.  It is likely that this wall once defined a building or 
boundary within the post-medieval/modern farmyard. 
 
Immediately to the south-east of [806] a modern animal burial containing a plastic 
sheet over multiple juvenile pig skeletons was present.  This feature was not 
disturbed because of its obvious recent origin. 
 
The centre of the trench was disturbed by [810], a 0.75m wide NW-SE aligned 
service run that contained a large modern ceramic drain.  It is understood that this 
drain flows into large ponds located immediately to the north of Trench 8. 
 
A substantial stone drain [816] lay in the south-eastern end of the trench.  It was 
aligned NW-SE and is likely to have been the pre-cursor to service trench [810].  It 
was constructed of at least three courses of un-bonded limestone slabs, within a cut 
that was at least 0.6m wide.   
 
Square-cut posthole [814] was located at the south-eastern end of the trench.  It was 
c. 0.4m in diameter and not excavated due to the presence of a well-preserved 
wooden post, indicating a recent origin. 

3.3.4 Trench 9 (Figure 6) 
A large, ditch-like feature [904] was located at the north-eastern end of Trench 9.  It 
was 4.5m wide and aligned NW-SE.  It contained frequent fragments of limestone 
building material and well-preserved fragments of timber.  The ditch cut through a 
layer of re-deposited sand and gravel (903) that masked features of modern origin.  
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The central part of the trench was largely taken up with an area of disturbance that 
was partially masked by layer (903).  Ditch [906] was at least 5m wide and more than 
1m deep.  Machine excavation of backfill (907) produced frequent stone rubble, well-
preserved timber and two sherds (41g) of a modern, mass-produced white stoneware 
plate. 
 
The south-western end of the trench contained a NW-SE aligned limestone culvert. 
[908], visible 0.5m below ground level as a jumble of loose limestone fragments.  
These continued to a depth of 0.8m below ground level at which point they were 
more regularly laid onto compact grey clayey gravel (910).  At least three courses of 
stone survived (909) forming a drain that was 0.4m wide with a central void filled 
with dark organically-rich clayey silts.  This culvert was traced for another 8m south-
east of Trench 9.  It is likely that the culvert drained SE-NW and formed part of the 
drainage system of the 19th-century farmyard. 
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4. SYNTHESIS 

4.1 Summary  
Archaeological trial trenching identified remains associated with the post-medieval 
and modern use of the southern half of the development area.  These remains 
principally comprised walls, cobbled and other surfaces and drains.  It is highly likely 
that all these remains comprise parts of Manor Farm, farmyard and associated 
buildings.  The absence of residual, earlier pottery or domestic refuse suggests that 
this part of the development area is unlikely to have been used for any function other 
than agriculture. 

4.2 Significance of Remains 
These remains are considered to be of low, local significance and no mitigation 
works are considered likely as a result of this Phase 1 evaluation. 
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Base map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, by Albion 

Archaeology, Central Bedfordshire Council. OS Licence No. 100017358(LA).  Crown Copyright. 
 

Dovecote 

 306000 

 306100 

 515600  515700 

50 m 

6 7 

8 

9 

Development 
Area 

04 

05 

06 

07 

03 

02 

15 14 13 16 17 18 

PETERBOROUGH 

Manor 
Farm 

TF 

Glinton 

1 km 



Albion Archaeology  
 
 

Land at Manor Farm, Glinton, Peterborough 
Phase 1 Archaeological Evaluation 

 

 

Figure 2: Trenches 6 to 9: all features 10 m 
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Figure 4: Trench 7 
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Figure 5: Trench 8 
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Figure 6: Trench 9 
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Figure 7: Trenches overlaid onto tracing of 
1887 Ordnance Survey map 
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