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EXCAVATIONS AT SABRATHA, TRIPOLITANTA, 1951

The excavations carried out, by the British School at Rome, at

Sabratha in 1948 and 1949 established the outline of the history of

the Roman city, and the detailed history of some of the principal

public buildings. The excavations in 1951 were devoted to elucidating

the history of the earlier Phoenician city.

It was found that evidence of the earliest occupation consisted

of a series of floors and layers of charcoal, separated by thick

bands of clean wind-blown sand. No solid structures were associated

with these layers, but there were a few isolated post-holes. The

layers contained a great deal of pottery, mainly fragments of large

Phoenician storage jars, but also some, probably early, Greek pottery.

The probable interpretation of this deposit is that in the earliest

stages of the use of the site, Phoenician traders visited the port

periodically to trade with the natives, camping round the harbour,

put not establishing a permanent settlement. In the intervals between

their visits, the wind-blowm sand accumulated over the remains of

their camps.

This phase was succeeded by the foundation of Sabratha as a

permanent settlement. Adjoining the harbour are three insulae, of

which the alignment is askew to the general Roman lay-out, thus

suggesting the preservation of an earlier street plan. Excavations

were earried out in these insulae. It was found that the existing

houses belong to the early Roman period, but that beneath these

houses are Phoenician structures, the alignment of which was followed

in the Roman period. 



There were found to be three successive phases of Phoenician

buildings, mainly of mud-brick superstructure on stone foundations.

Beneath them was the pre-structure deposit already referred to, and

in the top of this in this area were found two sherd of Greek Red

Figure pottery of the fifth century B.C. The area could not be

sufficiently cleared to trace the plans of the Phoenician houses,

put the walls uncovered suggest well-built structures with fairly

small rooms. The exact dating of the three successive building-levels

must await detailed work on the pottery, but they apparently cover the

period from the fifth to the first centuries B.C, The uppermost was

covered by a considerable depth of debris by the time the succeeding

Roman building, probably of the Augustan period, was constructed on

top of it, and there may therefore have been a period of decay,

possibly dating from the fall of Carthage, preceding the founding of

the Roman city.

This early Phoenician city round the harbour was surrounded by

a substantial wall, which had been identified beneath the Forum area

of the Roman city in 1948. In 1951, a further portion of this was

examined, and it was found to belong to an early phase in the

Phoenician occupation. Prior to the Roman period, however, the

Phoenician city had expanded south of this line, for Phoenician

buildings were found peneath the Forum and the temple immediately

to the south of it. In 1951 this expansion was approximately delimited.

Excavation in the insula to the south of this temple showed that

Phoenician occupation did not extend to that area.

This insula was first laid out early in the Roman period.

Previously there had apparently been a dip in the natural land 



surface in this area, and contemporarily with the earliest Roman

walls there was a very considerable raising of level. A similar

process apparently took place in the long insula to the east of

the Forum area, where, in the same way, the first walls on the east

side of the insula towards the south end date from the early Roman

period and are built from a low level. Subsequently in this area

a cellar was constructed, removing much of the early Roman levelling

material. This in turn was filled up in the fourth century, the

filling producing a useful quantity of pottery and coins of this

petiod. Thus, incidentally to the work of delimiting the Phoenician

city, it was shown that the lay-out of the insulae surrounding the

central buildings in their present form can be dated to the first

century A.D., and that this lay-out was accompanied by a considerable

levelling over of the site.
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APPENDIX HI: APPROXIMATE FREQUENCIES, ORIGINS AND DATES
OF FINE WARES FOUND ATSIDI KHREBISH

(It should be noted that the quantities listed below refer to the numberofsherds catalogued and
not to the total numberof sherds excavated: see p. 00).

Ware

Black-Glazed A

Black-Glazed B!

Black-Glazed B?

Black-Glazed B*

Black-Glazed B*

Black-Glazed C!

Black-Glazed C?

Knidian Grey

Gnathia

Other painted b.g. }

B.g. wares with

applied relief dec.

Local Hellenistic

Megarian Bowls: A

B

Italian Sigillata

S. Gaulish Sigillata

Eastern Sigillata A

Eastern Sigillata B

Candarli Ware

Cypriot Sigillata

Pontic Sigillata

‘Tripolitanian’ Sigillata

Brown Slip Ware

Thin-walled wares

Pompeian-Red Ware

No. of

sherds

recorded

940

380

142

156

462

257

133

615

36

168

10
S)

O
o
t
n

Origin

Ischia/Naples

Athens (some)

Ephesus region?

Apulia/Taranto

CentralItaly?

Sicily

S.W. Asia Minor?

Knidos

Apulia/Taranto

Athens? Pergamon?
Local?

Pergamon and

elsewhere

Berenice region

Ionia (Ephesus?)

?

Arezzo and elsewhere

La Graufesenque

Syria

Tralles?

Candarh

Cyprus

Black Sea

Tripolitania?

Peloponnese?

Mostly Italian, some
local

Campania (andelse-
where)

514

 

Period of presence at Sidi Khrebish

Centuries B.C. Centuries A.D.

 

  

3 2 1 1 2 3 4

> ?

es

eleee   

No. of
Ware sherds

recorded

Knidian Relief ware 31

Corinthian r. bowls 13

African R.S. Ware 6186

Late Roman C Ware 557

Tripolitanian R.S. 237

Cypriot R.S. Ware 17

Coptic R.S. Ware 13

Asia Minor 5
light-coloured ware

Miscellaneous 194

TOTAL 16531

APPENDIXIII

Origin

Knidos

Corinth

Tunisia

Phocaea (+ ?)

Tripolitania?

Cyprus

Egypt

Asia Minor

 

515

Period of presence at Sidi Khrebish
Centuries A.D.  

The proportions of wares in individual deposits maybe recovered from thelists in ChapterVIII.

  



APPENDIX III: APPROXIMATE FREQUENCIES, ORIGINS AND DATES
OF FINE WARES FOUNDAT SIDI KHREBISH

(It should be noted that the quantities listed below refer to the numberofsherds catalogued and
not to the total numberof sherds excavated: see p. 00).

 
 

  

No. of Period of presence at Sidi Khrebish

Ware sherds Origin Centuries B.C. Centuries A.D.

recorded

Black-Glazed A 940 Ischia/Naples

Black-Glazed B! Athens(some)

Black-Glazed B? Ephesus region?

Black-Glazed B* a8 Apulia/Taranto

Black-Glazed B* Central Italy?

Black-Glazed C! 142 Sicily

Black-Glazed C? 32. S.W. Asia Minor?

Knidian Grey 156 Knidos

Gnathia Apulia/Taranto

Otherpainted b.g. } cag Athens? Pergamon?

Local?

B.g. wares with 19 Pergamon and
applied relief dec. elsewhere

Local Hellenistic 1453 Berenice region

Megarian Bowls: A 274 Ionia (Ephesus?)

B 7 ?

Italian Sigillata 1935 Arezzo and elsewhere

S. Gaulish Sigillata 12 La Graufesenque

Eastern Sigillata A 1494 Syria

Eastern Sigillata B 354 Tralles?

Candarli Ware 257 Candarh

Cypriot Sigillata 44 Cyprus

Pontic Sigillata 133 Black Sea

‘Tripolitanian’ Sigillata 615 Tripolitania?

Brown Slip Ware 36 Peloponnese?

Thin-walled wares 168 Mostly Italian, some

local

Pompeian-Red Ware 365 Campania(andelse-
where)  

514

 

Ware

Knidian Relief ware

Corinthian r, bowls

African R.S. Ware

Late Roman C Ware

Tripolitanian R.S.

Cypriot R.S. Ware

Coptic R.S. Ware

Asia Minor
light-coloured ware

Miscellaneous

TOTAL

No. of

sherds

recorded

31

13

6186

557

zr

17

13

194

16531

APPENDIX III

Origin

Knidos

Corinth

Tunisia

Phocaea (+ ?)

Tripolitania?

Cyprus

Egypt

Asia Minor

 

Period of presence at Sidi Khrebish
Centuries A.D.

 

The proportions of wares in individual deposits may be recovered from thelists in Chapter VIII.
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SUMS SOS SUMS SUMS SUNS SUAS
<P<>CoCoKeo<oCoKoLoLooCoCSCSCS<>CS<><><o<o<><><><><><><>

CENTRE OF NEAR MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES

PROGRAMME OF ONE-DAY CONFERENCES
1986

The purposeof the meetingsis to enable specialists on particular
countries and interdisciplinary issues to discuss, and where appropriate,

report on thelatest state of opinion and analysis.
The meetings will be convenedat the Schoolandit is anticipated that
mostparticipants will be non-resident; arrangements can be madeto
assist those needing to stay in London to have accessto appropriate

accommodation.

KP<>CeCeKoLe<>MP<MPMSMSMSCSMPMSCSCSCSCSLoCo<o<><o<><>o<>o<><>

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

16 May 86 State and politics in Turkey since Demirel

23 May 86 Sudan since Nimeiri Joint with the SOAS Centre for African Studies

17 Oct 86 Politics and the economyin Iran since the Revolution

May 87 Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Syria, Iraq - a week during which these coutrieswill
treated in detail; particpants will have the option to attend someorall of the programme.

AISTORY, LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

25-26Jan87_ Libya and Egyptin the First Millenium BC
Joint with the Society for Libyan Studies

8 Jul 86,Mar/Apr Contemporary Middle Eastern literature: a comparative
87 &late87_ review of Arabic, Hebrew, Persian & Turkish writing

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Publication of the papers presented at the meetings is plannedin the series of

publications jointly sponsored by the

Centre of Near and Middle Eastern Studies and Croom-Helm Limited
Enquiries to The Centre of Near and Middle Eastern Studies, SOAS, Malet St,

London WC1E 7HP,UK, Tel 01 637 2388, Sendit G

HMPCSKo<><SCo<oCoCo<o<>Lo<o<<oLoSoCoKocemoLo<o<o<o<o<o<>


