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I post tremch running north-south, +#ill
described as "sandy soil with pebbles®.

Annotated Section @ 1 post trench rurning north-south, no +ill
description, but relationships with contests
above and below desonstrated.

In this case we could state the descriptive identifier of
this context record as “North-south post-trench in trench 4,
filled with vellow sand with pebbles, below <context{sl?, above
Ccontext(s) )", Thic description has been tormeed from the wnion of
all the data presented above but 1t has only been possible to do
s¢ by interpreting the data for thie context with reference to
other contexts in the same trench {the only post trench shown an
the plan with a description which includes "sand" is a north-
south one so it is likely that the site beok entry refers to this
trench)
and by making use of the
semantic dimension of the language svabols

)

Description and sxplanation of report format
p ‘ ,










’
cudposition of

______ fnE COMLERE 35 WELy 2% ifs
rejatien to other contexts and the tinde groups recovered
tros it.tach context is has a token identifier consisting of

an integer number.

3}  Fhetographs. & collection consisting of 35 me  monochrome
negatives (faccompanied by contact positive prints and
selected enlargements) and 35 sm celour transparencies
exists. These are mapped to the context records.

Method

The main probles in constructing & published report from the
documentary record coacerns the lack of tgken identitiers far the
context records. This has enforced a reliance sn the recorded
descriptions  of the context records {the descriptive
identifiers) which involves all the ambiquities inkerent in a
natural language such as English. Let us examine the hypothetical
exasple of a context record whose descriptive identifier is
distribueted betweern drawings in plam and section and site- and
finds-book entries. The different itess of information are as
tollows:

Firds hook t "Worth~-seuth post-trench in trench 4°

r

Site book : l"F‘ust-’mauu:h tilled with yellow sand in trench

fnnotated Plan @ 2 post trenches running east-west, fill of
northerly described as “clay and stones®,
ti1l of southerly described as *dirty fill*;
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15 associated with each context record.

3} Fhotographs. A cellection of 35 mm colour trancparencies
exists,

The extant documentary record for the excavations conducted in
1980 consists of the following:
1} Portable finds., Each find is a member of a finds group.

2} Plans and sections. These are drawn on drafting fila, in
metric measurements, at scales of 1:20 and 1:10.

o

Findshooks, These record the contents of each finds group,
the date on which it was processed on site and the
archaeological context from which it came. Each finds group
has a token identifier formed from a combination of a two
letter code of the fora I¥ where ¥ is any letter A-I, and
the last two digits of the year of excavation, ie AEBD. The
finds groups are mapped to the context recerds,

4)  Gite books., These comprise a set of context records. Pre-
torma sheets were used to try and ensure a consistent

standard of recording,  Fach record contains infargation an
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is associated with sach context record.

5} Photographs. A collection of 35 me colowr transparencies
8

The extant documentary record for the excavations conducted in
{780 consists of the following:

11 Portable finds. Each find is a member of a finds group.

2} Plans and sectiens. These are drawn on drafting film, in
metric measurements, at scales of 1320 and 1:10.

3}  Findsbooks. These record the contents of each finds group,
the date on which it was processed on site and the
archaeological context from which it came. Each finds group
has a token identifier formed from a combination of a tiwe
letter caode of the fora XY where X is any letter #-I, and
the lact two digits of the year of excavation, ie ABBO. The
finds groups are mapped to the context records.

Thece comprise a set of context records. Fro-
were used to try and ensure a consistent

record con
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