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Abstract
This report concerns the results of an archaeological evaluation on the area of the proposed 

Trisail Towers development, Elsenham. Nine trenches were excavated across the area of 

proposed development, to investigate the nature, extent and preservation of archaeological 

remains.

Several Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age flints were recovered from the west of the 

development area. A high density of largely undated archaeological remains were noted in 

the centre of the development area. These included ditches, pits and post holes. One group of 

three post holes may represent a four posted structure of Bronze or Iron Age date. An earlier 

subdivision of the landscape, probably post-medieval in date has been identified in the form 

of several parallel ditches, aligned perpendicular to the modern road. A small palaeo-

channel was recorded running through the development area. Several undated ditches  were 

recorded over the rest of the development area.

It is likely that the evaluation has encountered the edge of a prehistoric settlement. 

However, the lack of dateable material precludes a firmer interpretation.
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 1. Introduction and Scope of Study

 1.1.This archaeological evaluation report has bee prepared by Michael Bamforth of L - P : 

Archaeology for MLM Environmental (MLME). 

 1.2.The fieldwork took place from the 19th of June to the 3rd of July 2008. The site 

director was Michael Bamforth of L – P : Archaeology.

 1.3.The report considers land at Elsenham Estate, Uttlesford. The whole site occupies an 

area of approximately 16 hectares and is centred at National Grid Reference 555080, 

225404 (Figure 1).

 1.4.The  local  planning  authority  is  Uttlesford  District  Council  (UDC)  who  take 

archaeological  advice  from Essex County Council. A planning application for  the 

construction of a commercial development is currently being prepared.

 1.5.The purpose of this report is to further inform the archaeological potential of the 

proposed development site and to assess the impact of the proposed development on 

the site. 

 1.6.The  trench  plan  and  methodology  were  agreed  with  UDC  and  MLME  in  the 

Specification for Archaeological Evaluation (CAMPION 2008).
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 2. Planning Background

 2.1.In November 1990 the Department of the Environment issued PPG 16, “Archaeology 

and Planning”. This document provides guidance for planning authorities,property 

owners,  developers  and  others  on  the  preservation  and  investigation  of 

archaeological remains.

 2.2.In considering any planning application for development the advisor to the local 

planning authority is bound by the policy frameworks provided by Planning Policy 

Guidance  Note  16  (PPG  16), and  the  policies  within  the  borough's  Local  Plan 

(adopted 1998).

 2.3.The relevant policy contained within the policy is as follows:

POLICY HE6

DEVELOPMENT WHICH WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

REMAINS OF LESS THAN NATIONAL MPORTANCE WILL NOT BE PERMITTED 

UNLESS:- THE APPLICATION IS SUPPORTED BY THE RESULTS OF 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT AND, WHEN JUSTIFIED,ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

EVALUATION; AND WHEN WARRANTED BY THEIR INTRINSIC VALUE, THE 

REMAINS ARE PRESERVED IN SITU; OR IN OTHER CASES, ARRANGEMENTS 

HAVE BEEN MADE FOR EXCAVATION AND RECORDING THE REMAINS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY HE7.

 2.4.The  archaeological  desk-based  baseline  study,  undertaken  for  the  Environmental 

Impact  Assessment,  has  shown  that  the  site  has  a  moderate  potential  for 

archaeological remains from the Bronze Age, Roman, Medieval and Post-Medieval 

periods.  In  consideration  of  the  above  policy,  it  was  therefore   agreed  that  a 

programme of  archaeological  evaluation would  be  carried  out  on site, so  that  a 

detailed methodology for mitigating the archaeology could be agreed, if required.

 2.5.The site does not fall within an area of ‘Local Archaeological Significance ’ and there 

are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments or sites of national importance known on the 

study site.
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 3. Geology and Topography

 3.1.GEOLOGY 

 3.1.1. The BGS Dataindex (HTTP://WWW.BGS.AC.UK/GEOINDEX/INDEX.HTM) details that 

the site  sits on an area of glacial silts, sands and gravels with a fair depth of 

boulder clay.  During the evaluation, boulder clay was the predominant form of 

material encountered. The boulder clay was mottled with pockets of siltier clay, 

often with a darker, redder hue. The latter material is probably the result of 

cryoturbation.

 3.2.TOPOGRAPHY

 3.2.1. The site is a mixture of hard standing, farmland and scrubland.

 3.2.2. The development area covers approximately 16 hectares and is bounded to the 

north by Hall Road, the west by Green Street, with fields to the east (Figure 2). 

 3.2.3. The site is in close proximity to Stansted Airport, which lies to the south of the 

development area.

 3.3.PROPOSED GROUNDWORKS

 3.3.1. The proposed groundworks consist of the erection of three office towers with 

associated car parks and landscaping  (Figure 2).
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 4. Archaeological and Historical Background

TIMESCALES USED IN THIS REPORT:

 4.1.ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

 4.1.1. A brief summary of the sites archaeological background is given below. This is 

intended  as  an  outline  only.  A  full  appraisal  of  the  sites  archaeological 

background was undertaken as an archaeological baseline study in support of 

the Environmental Impact Assessment and can be seen therin (YOUNG 2008)  

PALAEOLITHIC AND MESOLITHIC

 4.1.2. There  are  no records of  Palaeolithic  or  Mesolithic  material  recorded in  the 

Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) within a 1km radius around the 

site area. 

 4.1.3. The nearby River Stort has yielded some Palaeolithic and Mesolithic remains 

and it seems likely that any activity in the area during these periods would have 

been situated some distance away perhaps around the terrace gravels of the 

Stort valley.

NEOLITHIC

 4.1.4. The EHER records one unstratified find dating to this period which refers to 
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PERIOD FROM TO

PREHISTORIC

PALAEOLITHIC 450,000 12,000 BC

MESOLITHIC 12,000 4,000 BC

NEOLITHIC 4,000 1,800 BC

BRONZE AGE 1,800 600 BC

IRON AGE 600 43 AD

HISTORIC

ROMAN 43 410 AD

EARLY MEDIEVAL 410 1066 AD

MEDIEVAL 1066 1485 AD

POST MEDIEVAL 1485 PRESENT



the discovery of a Neolithic polished axehead at Elsenham (MEX16210), no 

further details are given with the record and no other records are noted for the 

area.

 4.1.5. In  the wider area  some limited evidence for  Neolithic settlement is  known 

from the boulder clay in the region and from the Stansted Airport Project. 

BRONZE AGE

 4.1.6. The EHER does not record any remains dating to this period within the 1km 

search radius. 

 4.1.7. However it should be pointed out that ongoing excavations at Stansted have 

revealed significant Bronze Age remains indicating that the site area is located 

within  a  wider  landscape  clearly  exploited  during  the  Bronze  Age  period. 

Remains indicate occupation, farming and ritual activity was taking place 

IRON AGE

 4.1.8. The EHER does not record any remains dating to this period with the 1km 

search radius. 

 4.1.9. However as with the Bronze Age, ongoing excavations at Stansted have revealed 

significant Iron Age remains indicating that the site area is located within  a 

wider  landscape  clearly  exploited  and  settled  during  the  Iron  Age  period. 

Remains indicate settlement, agricultural and ritual activity was taking place 

ROMAN

 4.1.10.The  EHER  search  returned  several  entries  dating  to  the  Roman  period 

suggesting definite activity within the vicinity of the study area.

 4.1.11.MEX28792 records the discovery of a surface scatter of Roman potsherds – the 

density of the scatters is thought to indicate the remains of a cemetery although 

without further fieldwork it  is  difficult  to tell. These finds were during the 

Stansted fieldwalking project and were located in a field some 450m to the 

south of the study site. 
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SAXON/MEDIEVAL

 4.1.12.The study site was located within the parish of Elsenham in this period. A small 

settlement exists at Elsenham, although the study site is located some distance 

to the south east of the main settlement and church.

 4.1.13.It is thought that during the Saxon period the area of Elsenham and Takeley 

was densely wooded which is recorded in Domesday as being 'feeding between 

them 3500 swine'.

 4.1.14.The church of St Mary's is located to the north of the study site, parts of the 

church date to the 12th century although it has been subject to much alteration 

since (MEX16202). The church itself  is  situated some distance to the main 

settlement, which has led to suggestions that a deserted medieval village was 

located  around  the  church  (MEX16209),  however  there  is  no  sound 

archaeological evidence to support this suggestion. 

 4.1.15.The manor at Elsenham was held by the Baron of Folkestone in Kent at the time 

of Domesday. It is not certain where the original manor house was located but 

a later house was built, known as New House in proximity to the church. 

POST MEDIEVAL

 4.1.16.The records contained within the EHER for the Post Medieval period primarily 

relate to farms and buildings in the area of the study site reflected the nature of 

the landscape during this period as one of dispersed settlement and agriculture 

with a small settlement to the north in Elsenham itself.

 4.1.17.Also  significant  in  the  landscape  during  this  period  are  the  grounds  of 

Elsenham Hall which are located to the north of the study site adjacent to the 

road. The house itself dates to the 19th century and is a listed building.
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 5. Methodology

 5.1.The  evaluation  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Written  Scheme  of 

Archaeological Investigation (CAMPION 2008), as agreed by UDC and MLME.

 5.2.The evaluation trenches were positioned as shown in FIGURE 2. 

 5.3.The trenches were excavated using a thirteen ton tracked excavator  fitted with a 

1.80m wide ditching bucket.

 5.4.A single environmental sample was recovered from a dated archaeological feature.

 5.5.Full  context,  photographic  and  sample  records  were  maintained  and  will  be 

deposited with the full archive for the site.
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 6. Results

 6.1.A  total  of  nine trenches  (TR1  –  TR9)  were  excavated  across  the  proposed 

development area. The trenches measured 1.8m x 50m, with the exception of TR9 

that was shortened to 35m due to the presence of several temporary buildings.

 6.2.Results are given in ascending order of trench number.  The heights of each end of 

the trench are given in metres Above Ordnance Datum (m OD), and the depth of the 

trench in metres below ground level (BGL) in the first descriptive paragraph. Heights 

of features are given in m OD in figures, and OD heights for points along all trenches 

are held in the archive. Deposits are given in (round brackets), cut features are given 

in [square brackets].

 6.3.A firm, dark brow, silty-clay loam topsoil was recorded across the site. This varied in 

thickness between 0.25 – 0.35m.

 6.4.Subsoil was recorded in several trenches, generally towards the east of the site. In the 

west of the development area, no sub-soil was present. However, a transitional layer 

of plough-disturbed, natural boulder clay was present in all the trenches that did not 

have a developed ploughsoil. 

 6.5.Natural  boulder  clay  formed  the  base  of  the  stratigraphic  sequence  in  all  the 

excavated trenches.

 6.6.The disturbed nature of the natural boulder clay necessitated the excavation of test 

slots through any deposit that had the potential to represent archaeological remains. 

Features are therefore given a confidence rating ranging from high (high likelihood 

that this represents an archaeological feature), to low (probably a natural deposit or 

feature).

 6.6.1. TRENCH 1 (TR1)

Trench plan FIGURE 3, sections FIGURE 4, 5, 6.

 6.6.2. TR1  was  located  in  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  development  area, 

orientated on a west northwest  – east  southeast alignment. The base of the 

trench at the western end was cut to 108.30m OD, and the eastern end to 

109.13m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.42m BGL. The features 
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are described from west to east.

 6.6.3. The topsoil (101) had a maximum thickness of 0.24m. A backed flint blade 

was recovered from this deposit. Below the topsoil  was (102), a firm, mid 

brown  silty-clay  with  very  occasional  chalk  flecks.  This  deposit  was  seen 

throughout TR1 and had a maximum thickness of 0.20m. This material lay 

above  the  natural  boulder  clay  (103). Context  (102)  represents  the  upper 

horizon of the natural boulder clay that has been disturbed and reworked by 

plough action. As features  were  not  visible  in  this  material  in  plan, it  was 

machined away. However, several features do appear to cut this material when 

viewed  in  section,  notably  ditch  [110].  Natural  boulder  clay  assigned  the 

number (103) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this 

trench.

 6.6.4. Context number [105], a sub-circular feature, was located in the middle of 

TR1. This  feature  measured  0.90m east  –  west, 0.68m north  –  south  and 

0.14m deep. This context was filled by (104) a firm, mid orangy-brown clay 

with very occasional chalk flecks. The amorphous, irregular nature of the cut 

lead to the interpretation that this is a natural feature, possibly a tree throw. 

 6.6.5. Linear feature [107], located in the middle of TR1 was aligned northeast – 

southwest. The portion of the feature revealed in the trench measured 2.15m 

long, 0.74m wide and 0.19m deep. The cut had straight sides and a slightly 

concave base. This feature was filled by (106), a mid orangy-brown clay with 

occasional  inclusions  of  chalk  flecks. The  sterile  nature  of  the  fill  and  the 

irregular shape in plan of this feature suggest it may also natural.

 6.6.6. Linear feature [110], located in the middle of TR1 was aligned north – south. 

The length of feature revealed measured 1.60m x 1.10m x 0.30m deep. This 

feature had straight sides and a 'V' shaped base. The upper fill, (108) was a 

firm, mid browny-orange, clayey-silt that measured 0.15m thick. This lay above 

the primary fill (109), a soft, mid greyish-brown, clayey-silt with a maximum 

thickness of 0.20m. Sample <1> was recovered from this context, from which 

two modern weed seeds and small fragments of CBM were retrieved. A single 

piece of naturally struck flint was also recovered from this deposit. This feature 
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truncated  ditch  [112].  The  regularity  of  the  cut,  when  considered  in 

conjunction  with  the  nature  of  the  fills  makes  this  the  most  convincingly 

archaeological feature seen in this trench. 

 6.6.7. Linear  feature [112] was aligned northwest  –  southeast, just  to the east  of 

[110]. Ditch [110] truncated this feature. An area 3.20m long and 0.70m wide 

was revealed. This feature had a maximum depth of 0.18m. The single fill, 

(111)  was  a  firm,  mid  orange,  silty-clay.  The  colour  of  the  fill  and  the 

amorphous shape suggest this feature may be naturally occurring.

 6.6.8. Linear feature [114] was located in the eastern end of TR1. This north – south 

aligned cut is irregular in plan, measuring 1.90m long, 1.95m wide and 0.24m 

deep. It was filled by (113), a soft, mid greyish-orange, silty-clay with very 

occasional chalk and manganese flecks towards the base. This feature had an 

uncertain  eastern  extent  and  may  join  the  adjacent  feature  [116].  The 

amorphous shape and nature of the fill  suggest that this feature is naturally 

occurring 

 6.6.9. Linear feature [116] was located in the eastern end of TR1. This north – south 

aligned cut is irregular in plan, measuring 1.9m long, 1.10m wide and 0.21m 

deep.  The  single  fill,  (115),  was  a  firm,  mid  orangy-brown,  clay  with 

occasional chalk flecks. This very clayey material probably represents a natural 

deposit, possibly forming the eastern extent of [114].??

 6.6.10.Ditch [112] has a high confidence rating of representing an archaeological 

feature. Ditches [107] and [110] have a moderate confidence rating. Pit [105] 

and linear features [114] and [116] have a low confidence rating, and probably 

represent natural features.

 6.7.TRENCH 2 (TR2)

Trench plan FIGURE 7, sections FIGURE 8, 9, 10.

 6.7.1. TR2  was  located  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  development  area 

orientated on an east - west alignment. The base of the trench at the  eastern 

end  was  cut  to  109.55m  OD, and  the  eastern  end  to  109.77m  OD. The 

maximum depth of the trench was 0.50m BGL. The features are described from 
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east to west.

 6.7.2. The topsoil (201) had a maximum thickness 0f 0.24m. Below the topsoil  was 

(202), a firm, mid orangey-brown, silty-clay subsoil. This deposit was seen 

throughout TR2 and had a maximum thickness of 0.39m. Natural boulder clay 

(203) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench. 

Several  pockets  of  darker, siltier  natural  material  were assigned the number 

(216).

 6.7.3. Sub-circular feature [204] extended under the southern baulk. This concave 

feature  was  0.16m  deep.  The  fill,  (205),  was  a  firm,  mid  greyish-brown 

mottled red, silty-clay. This shallow feature could well be a posthole. There is a 

high level of confidence that this is an archaeological feature.

 6.7.4. Sub-square feature [206] was filled by (207), a soft, mid brown, clayey silt that 

became sandy towards the base of the feature. The unusual fill, coupled with an 

irregular base means that this feature has a moderate confidence rating.

 6.7.5. Feature [208] appeared to be a north-south aligned and was curvelinear  in 

plan. However, excavation of a hand dug slot showed an uncertain eastern edge. 

This feature was filled by (209), a firm, mid orangy-brown, clayey-silt. There is 

a low confidence rating that this is an archaeological feature. The uncertain 

eastern edge and the curve of the cut raises the possibility that this could be a 

tree throw.

 6.7.6. Linear feature [210] follows a north – south alignment  and was a steep sided, 

flat bottomed, measuring 0.70m deep. It is filled by (211), a soft, mid orangy-

brown, silty-clay. Although the fill extended to the east of the cut feature as a 

thin spread, the regular nature of this feature suggests a high confidence rating. 

As this feature is perpendicular to the road, it may well represent a disused field 

boundary ditch.

 6.7.7. Two perpendicular, intercutting ditches were recorded in the eastern extent of 

the trench. Feature [212], was aligned east – west and filled by (213), a firm, 

mid greyish-brown, silty-clay with moderate inclusions of charcoal and chalk 

flecks. Feature [212] could clearly be seen in section to cut [214]. The latter 

followed a north  – south alignment  and was filled by (215), a  firm, light 
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greyish-brown, silty-clay with moderate small chalk inclusions. The presence of 

charcoal  in  the fill  of  [212] gives  this  ditch a high confidence rating. The 

alignment of ditch [212] suggests it is a continuation of ditch [524]. However, 

[214] is very shallow and ephemeral, the fill is also similar to the natural. This 

therefore receives a low confidence rating.

 6.7.8. Post hole [204], ditch [210] and ditch [212] have a high confidence rating, pit 

[206] a moderate rating. Tree throw [208] and linear feature [214] have a low 

confidence rating.

 6.8.TRENCH 3 (TR3)

Trench plan FIGURE 11, sections FIGURE 12, 13, 14.

 6.8.1. TR3  was  located  along  the  western  boundary  of  the  development  area, 

orientated  on  a  north  –  south  alignment.  The  base  of  the  trench  at  the 

northern end was cut to 108.64m OD, and the eastern end to 108.63m OD. 

The maximum depth of the trench was 0.54m BGL. The features are described 

from north to south.

 6.8.2. The topsoil (301) had a maximum thickness 0f 0.32m. Below the topsoil  was 

(302), a firm, mid yellowish-brown, silty-clay with frequent chalk flecks and 

occasional small to medium pieces of flint. This deposit was seen throughout 

TR1 and had a  maximum thickness  of  0.18m. This  material  lay  above  the 

natural boulder clay (303). Context (302) represents the upper horizon of the 

natural boulder clay that has been disturbed and reworked by plough action. As 

features were not visible in this material in plan, it was removed by machine. 

No features  could  be seen cutting this  material  in section. Several  different 

natural  contexts  were  recorded  in  this  trench. Natural  boulder  clay  (303) 

formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench.  Darker 

boulder clay encountered in the north of the trench was assigned a separate 

context  number (304). A patch of  firm, dark reddish-brown, silty-clay was 

encountered in the middle of the trench was assigned context number (314). 

 6.8.3. A small spread of mid brownish-grey, silty-clay (305), was encountered in the 

north end of the trench. Hand excavation of a slot through this deposit showed 

it to be a thin spread 0.10m thick, containing small fragments of CBM.
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 6.8.4. Context  (307)  was  originally  thought  to  be  an  east  –  west  aligned  linear 

feature. However, a hand excavated slot proved this stiff, light brown, silty-clay 

to be a 0.18m thick natural spread.

 6.8.5. Linear  feature  [310] was  encountered in  the centre  of  the  trench. A 1.6m 

length of  this  east  – west  aligned feature was exposed. It  measured 1.02m 

wide, 0.70m deep and had a 'V' shaped base. This feature was filled by (309), a 

soft, dark reddish-brown, clayey-silt.

 6.8.6. Immediately  to  the  south  of  linear  feature  [310],  a  small  pit  or  scrape, 

extending under the eastern baulk, was sectioned. It  was filled by (312), a 

firm,  dark  reddish-brown,  clayey-silt  with  frequent  small  chalk  and  flint 

inclusions.

 6.8.7. Features  [310]  and  [313]  appeared  contiguous  in  plan.  However,  during 

excavation it could be seen that they were separated in section by (311), this 

appeared  to  be  reworked  boulder  clay. It  raises  the  possibility  that  features 

[310] and [313] are both a part of the same natural feature. 

 6.8.8. A 1.70m length of curvilinear feature [320] was encountered in the centre of 

the trench. This feature was 0.55m wide, 0.36m deep and had steep, straight 

sides breaking sharply into a flat base. This feature was filled by (319), a firm, 

dark reddish-brown, clayey silt with occasional CBM and charcoal flecks. The 

profile  of  the  feature  and  the  inclusions  in  the  fill  show  that  this  is  an 

archaeological feature. This ditch appears to be the same feature as [316].

 6.8.9. In the south end of TR3, a slot was excavated through what appeared in plan to 

be a single ditch aligned northeast – southwest. However, excavation reealed 

that this was in fact two parallel cuts [316] and [318]. Ditch [316] can clearly 

be seen cutting [318] in the northern section, however, it is not visible in the 

southern section, suggesting that the feature may have terminated within the 

length of the excavated slot. [316] was filled by (315), a firm, dark reddish-

brown, silty-clay with occasional inclusions of chalk flecks. The upper fill of 

[318]  was  (317),  a  hard,  dark  greyish-brown,  silty-clay  with  moderate 

inclusions of small chalk and flint. A flint scraper and CBM fragments were 

recovered from this context. This overlay the primary fill, (321), a hard, mid 
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yellowish-brown, slightly silty-clay with frequent chalk flecks. Context (321) 

represents slumped natural (303).  

 6.8.10.Ditch [320] has a high confidence rating and is probably the same feature as 

[316]. Ditch  [318] also  has  a  high  confidence rating. There  is  a  moderate 

confidence  rating  that  features  [310]  and  [313]  represent  archaeological 

deposits. Spreads (305) and (307) are clearly natural deposits.

 6.9.TRENCH 4 (TR4)

Trench plan FIGURE 15, sections FIGURE 16, 17.

 6.9.1. TR5 was located in the centre of the development area orientated on a north 

west – south east alignment. The base of the trench at the  north western end 

was  cut  to  108.77m OD, and the  south  eastern  end  to  108.80m OD. The 

maximum depth of the trench was 0.89m BGL. The features are described from 

north west to south east.

 6.9.2. The topsoil (414) had a maximum thickness of 0.17m. Below the topsoil was 

(415), a firm, mid orangy-brown, silty-clay subsoil with occasional chalk fleck 

inclusions. This deposit was seen throughout TR5, becoming thicker towards 

the southeast, where a maximum thickness 0.45m was recorded. Subsoil (415) 

lay above the natural boulder clay (411). The natural was changeable in this 

trench. A pocket of mid reddish-brown, silty-clay (412) was recorded in the 

centre of the trench. The southeastern end of the trench was machined down 

to (407), a firm, light orangey-grey, clayey-silt, containing a pocket of (409) a 

soft, light gray, silt. Hand dug exploratory slots were excavated through the 

latter two context to confirm they represented natural deposits.

 6.9.3. An exploratory slot was excavated through (401), a firm, mid brown, clayey-

silt  with  frequent  clay  and  chalk  inclusions  A  single  piece  of  CBM  was 

recovered from this context. The diffuse edges and the crescent shape of this 

deposit suggest it is a tree throw.

 6.9.4. Linear feature [403] followed an approximately east – west alignment. It was 

filed by (402), a soft, dark reddish-brown, clayey-silt with moderate inclusions 

of charcoal flecks. Slumped in boulder clay (431) was recorded against  the 
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northern edge of the feature. The presence of charcoal and the slumping leads 

to a high confidence rating for this ditch.

 6.9.5. Feature [405] was located in the centre of the trench, was sub-square in plan, 

had irregular edges and extended under the southwestern baulk. The upper fill, 

(416) was a thin lens of soft, dark brown, silty-clay with occasional CBM and 

charcoal flecks. This was above (406), a firm, dark reddish-brown, clayey silt 

with occasional charcoal, chalk flecks and medium flint inclusions. Despite the 

feature having diffuse edges, the nature of the fill leads to a high confidence 

rating and an interpretation that this is a pit of unknown function. This feature 

truncated [408].

 6.9.6. Linear  feature  [408]  crossed  the  trench  on  an  east  –  west  alignment. This 

narrow, shallow feature was clearly  truncated by pit  [405]. It  was filled by 

(404), a firm, mid yellowish brown clay with frequent chalk inclusions. This 

material  was  very  similar  to,  and  had  a  diffuse  horizon  with,  the  natural 

boulder clay. This leads to a low confidence rating for this probably natural 

feature.

 6.9.7. Deposit (410) was investigated with a hand dug test slot, this confirmed that 

the firm, mid reddish-brown, silty-clay was a natural deposit.

 6.9.8. Ditch [403] and pit [405] both have a high confidence rating. Linear feature 

[408] a low rating and (401) is interpreted as a tree throw.

 6.10.TRENCH 5 (TR5)

Trench plan FIGURE 18, sections FIGURE 19, 20, 21, 22.

 6.10.1.TR5 was located in the centre of the development area orientated on a north 

west – south east alignment. The base of the trench at the  north western end 

was cut  to 109.02 OD, and the south eastern end to 10109.56m OD. The 

maximum depth of the trench was 0.68m BGL. The features are described from 

north west to south east.

 6.10.2.The topsoil (501) had a maximum thickness of 0.25m. Below the topsoil  was 

(502), a firm, mid brown, silty-clay with frequent chalk flecks and occasional 

small to medium pieces of flint. This deposit was seen throughout TR5 and had 
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a maximum thickness of 0.20m. This material lay above the natural boulder 

clay (503). Context (502) represents the upper horizon of the natural boulder 

clay that has been disturbed and reworked by plough action. A single feature, 

[508], could  be  seen  cutting  this  material  in  section. Natural  boulder  clay 

(503) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench.

 6.10.3.Linear feature [524] followed an east – west alignment, had a maximum depth 

of 0.32m and was filled by (523), a firm, mottled orange and mid brown, clay 

with  occasional  flint  and  frequent  charcoal  fleck  inclusions. Although  this 

feature had an irregular profile, the well defined edges and the presence of 

charcoal in the fill suggests it is an archaeological feature, probably a ditch. This 

feature shares an alignment with [212], suggesting it is a continuation of the 

same ditch.

 6.10.4.Feature [504] was filled by (525), a firm, pale orange-brown, clay. Although 

isolated, the regular profile and nature of the fill  of this small, sub-circular 

feature suggests it is a post hole.

 6.10.5.Test  excavation  of  (505) proved this  mid orangy-brown clay  to  be  a  thin, 

natural deposit.

 6.10.6.(506) was a firm, orange-brown, clay. A test slot showed this deposit to have a 

clean edge to the west, but to graduate into 'dirty'  natural  to the east. The 

admixing with the natural boulder clay, coupled with the circular appearance of 

the feature suggests that this is a tree throw.

 6.10.7.Linear feature [508] was aligned north – south, measuring 1.06m wide and 

0.57m deep. This feature is unique in this trench, clearly cutting the disturbed 

natural (502). This relationship was only recorded in section. The primary fill, 

(526) was a firm, mid orangy-brown clay. Above this was (507), a firm, dark 

brown,  slightly  sandy,  silty-clay  from  which  a  small  metal  fragment  was 

recovered. This ditch represents a continuation of ditch [807].

 6.10.8.Deposit  (509)  appeared  to  be  a  linear  feature  in  plan.  However,  hand 

excavation  showed  this  firm, mid  orangy-brown clay  to  be  a  thin, natural 

deposit with no clearly defined edges.
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 6.10.9.In the centre of the trench were a group of sub-circular features interpreted as 

post holes: [511](510), [513](512) and [515](514). These three features are 

all of a similar size (c. 0.4m x c. 0.15m) and are all filled by mid-brown clays. 

The arrangement of these post holes suggests that they form 3 corners of a 

square, possibly representing a four poster building.

 6.10.10.Rectangular feature [517] was filled by (516), a firm, orange-brown clay. This 

feature had irregular edges, leading to some uncertainty as to whether this 

represents an archaeological feature or a natural deposit.

 6.10.11.Linear feature [519] was aligned east – west. This feature measured 1.10m 

wide and 0.88m deep, representing the largest feature recorded. The feature 

had straight, vertical  sides  and a  flat  base. The fill  was (518), a  firm, mid 

orangy-brown clay. Slumped in boulder clay was present on both sides of the 

feature at the top of the section. The alignment and profile of this ditch suggest 

it is a continuation of ditch [612].
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Plate 1 - Trench 5, looking west, Post Holes [511], [513] & 
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 6.10.12.Excavation of circular feature [522] clearly showed this to be a post hole. It 

appears that a circular post hole has then had a stake further inserted. The post 

pipe (520) is clearly visible, consisting of a dark brown silty clay that describes 

a post with a diameter of 0.25m. The packing material (521) is a firm, orange 

brown clay.

 6.10.13.Ditches [508], [519] and [524] have a high confidence rating. Post  holes 

[504][511], [513], [515] and [522] also have a high rating. Feature [517] has 

a moderate rating.  Deposit (506) is a tree throw and deposits (505) and (509) 

also represent natural material.

 6.11.TRENCH 6 (TR6)

Trench plan FIGURE 24, 25, sections FIGURE 26, 27, 28.

 6.11.1.TR6 was located in the east of the development area orientated on a north – 

south  alignment. The  base  of  the  trench  at  the   northern  end  was  cut  to 

109.71m OD, and the southern end to 109.66m OD. The maximum depth of 

the trench was 0.80m BGL. The features are described from north to south.

 6.11.2.The topsoil (601) had a maximum thickness of 0.34m. Below the topsoil  was 

(602), a firm, mid greyish-brown mottled red, clayey-silt with occasional small 

flint  and  chalk  inclusions.  This  deposit  was  seen  throughout  TR6,  had  a 

maximum thickness of 0.30m and is interpreted as a subsoil. This material lies 
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above the natural boulder clay (603).

 6.11.3.Feature [629] was recorded in the north end of the trench. This discreet feature 

was sub-rectangular in plan. This feature measured 0.12m deep and was filled 

by (628), a firm, mid grey, silty-clay. It remains unclear whether this feature is 

archaeological or natural in origin.

 6.11.4.Feature [627] was only  partially  revealed  as  it  extended under  the western 

baulk. It  was filled by (626), a firm, dark brown, clayey-silt  with moderate 

inclusions of charcoal flecks. The presence of charcoal in the fill and the well 

defined edges give this feature a high confidence rating. Although only partially 

revealed, this feature appears to be a pit of unknown function.

 6.11.5.The northern end of the trench also contained a complex of three intercutting 

Linear  ditches.  Cuts  [605]  and  [607]  run  parallel  to  one  another  on  a 

northwest – southeast alignment and appeared in plan to be the same feature. 

[609]  passes  through the  trench  on a  perpendicular  northeast  –  southwest 

alignment.

 6.11.6.Linear feature [607] was straight sided and flat bottomed, measuring 0.79m 

wide and 0.53m deep. It was filled by (606), a firm, dark brown, clayey-silt 

with occasional  charcoal  and chalk fleck inclusions. [605] was also straight 

sided and flat bottomed, measuring 1.01m wide and 0.32m deep. Although 

the fills of the features were indistinguishable at the top of the feature, a clear 

ridge of natural boulder clay separated the two. Fill (604) was noted as being 

lighter in hue and less chalky than (606). the relationship between the two 

ditches was not clear. The presence of charcoal in the fill and the regular, clear 

edges of the cuts means both to these features have a high confidence rating.

 6.11.7.Ditches [607] and [605] could clearly be seen to be truncated, in both plan 

and section, by [609] which was straight sided and flat bottomed. This smaller 

feature  measured 0.68m wide and 0.28m deep and was filled by (608), a 

loose, light brown, clayey-silt. As this feature cuts two other features, it is given 

a high confidence rating.

 6.11.8.Deposit  (610) was originally  though to be a linear  feature. However, hand 

excavation proved this soft, light brown clayey silt to be only 0.10m thick, with 
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a diffuse lower horizon. It is therefore assigned a low confidence rating and 

interpreted as a natural feature.

 6.11.9.Linear feature [612] was aligned approximately east – west. This substantial 

feature had steep, near vertical sides and a flat base. It measured 1.25m wide, 

0.85m deep and was filled by (611), a firm, mid orange brown clay. Some 

slumped boulder clay was recorded on the southern edge in the base of the cut. 

The profile and the clean nature of the cut give this feature a high confidence 

rating. This feature represents a continuation of ditch [519].

 6.11.10.Two small, sub-circular features interpreted as stake holes lie adjacent to one 

another – [615] and [625]. Both features clearly have a post pipe visible in 

section from a driven post. Both are filled by a similar material, a firm, grey-

brown, silty-clay numbered (613) and (623) respectively. The packing material 

is also similar in both, a firm, orange-brown clay numbered (614) and (624) 

respectively. The presence of a post pipe leads to these features having a high 

confidence  rating. The  similarities  in  form and  fill  types  between  the  two 

features is striking.

 6.11.11.To the south of the post holes a narrow linear feature [617] runs northeast – 

southwest  through the trench. This  feature has  a  'U'  shaped profile  with  a 

flattened  base.  It  is  filled  by  (616), a  firm, light  orange-brown, clay.  The 

regularity of this feature leads to it having a high confidence rating, probably 

representing a narrow ditch or gully.

 6.11.12.Ditch  [619]  runs  east  west  though  the  southern  end  of  the  trench. The 

southern edge  of  the  cut  has  steep sides  which are  slightly  concave  and a 

concave base, suggesting an originally 'V' shaped profile. It is filed by (618), a 

firm, orange-brown clay  with  occasional  small  chalk  and  gravel  inclusions. 

There is substantial slumping of natural boulder clay into the feature at the top 

on the southern edge. The east  side of [619] has been truncated by re-cut 

[621], a narrower, 'V' shaped ditch. This is in turn filled by (620), a firm, dark 

orange-brown, clay. The upper fill of re-cut [621] is (622), a firm, very dark 

brown, silty-clay. These features have a high confidence rating.

 6.11.13.Ditches [605], [607], [609], [612], [617] and [619] have a high confidence 
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rating, as do stake holes [615] and [625]. Pit [627] also has a high confidence 

rating. Feature [629] has a moderate rating and (610) is a natural spread.

 6.12.TRENCH 7 (TR7)

Trench plan FIGURE 29, sections FIGURE 30.

 6.12.1.TR7 was located in the east of the development area orientated on an east – 

west alignment. The base of the trench at the  western end was cut to 109.80m 

OD, and the eastern end to 110.16m OD. The maximum depth of the trench 

was 0.68m BGL. The features are described from west to east.

 6.12.2.The topsoil (700) had a maximum thickness of 0.29m. Below the topsoil  was 

a  (701), a  firm, light  orange-brown, silty-clay  with  occasional  small  chalk 

inclusions. This deposit was seen throughout TR7, had a maximum thickness 

of 0.37m and is interpreted as a subsoil. This material lies above the natural 

boulder clay (704).

 6.12.3.Several pockets of firm, orange brown clay were encountered. Two of these, 

(705) and (706) were investigated with hand dug test slots, but found to be 

variations in the natural deposits.

 6.12.4.A  single  linear  feature  [702]  was  recorded  in  the  middle  of  the  trench, 

following a northwest – southeast alignment. This steep sided, flat bottomed 

feature was 0.89m wide and 0.46m deep. It was filled by (703), a firm, mid 

orange-brown, silty-clay. The regularity and sharpness of the cut lead to a high 

confidence rating for this feature as a ditch.

 6.13.TRENCH 8 (TR8)

Trench plan FIGURE 31, sections FIGURE 32, 33, 34, 35.

 6.13.1.TR8 was located in the centre of the development area orientated on an east - 

west alignment. The base of the trench at the western end was cut to 108.95m 

OD, and the eastern end to 109.49m OD. The maximum depth of the trench 

was 0.63m BGL. The features are described from west to east.

 6.13.2.The topsoil (801) had a maximum thickness of 0.25m. Below the topsoil was 

(802), a firm, mid orange-brown, silty-clay with occasional chalk inclusions. 
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This  deposit  was  seen  throughout  TR8  and  had  a  maximum  thickness  of 

0.25m. This material lies above the natural boulder clay (803). Context (802) 

represents  the  upper  horizon  of  the  natural  boulder  clay  that  has  been 

disturbed and reworked by plough action. A single feature, [807], could be 

seen cutting this material in section. Natural boulder clay (803) formed the 

base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench.

 6.13.3.Linear feature [804] crossed the trench on a northwest – southeast alignment. 

It  measured 1.20m wide, 0.35m deep and was filled by (805), a soft, mid 

orange-brown, clay with occasional chalk inclusions. This feature has a high 

confidence rating and is interpreted as a ditch.

 6.13.4.Linear  feature [807] crosses  the trench on an approximately north  – south 

alignment. This small ditch or gully is filled by (806), a firm, mid brown, clay. 

This feature has a high confidence rating and clearly cut through the disturbed 

natural  boulder  clay  (802). this  feature  represents  a  continuation  of  ditch 

[508].

 6.13.5.Discreet  feature  [811]  was  sub-circular  in  plan  and  extended  under  the 

southern baulk. It was 0.70m across and filled by (810), a firm, mid orange-

brown clay. This shallow pit has a high confidence rating as it could clearly be 

seen in section to cut [809].

 6.13.6.Linear feature [809] was 0.46m wide, 0.19m deep and aligned northeast – 

southwest. This feature was filled by (808), a firm, mid orange-brown, clay 

and was clearly cut by pit [811]. The regularity of the profile of this feature 

leads to a high confidence rating that this is the base of a shallow ditch or gully.

 6.13.7.Feature  [813]  was  sub-circular  in  plan.  This  straight  sided, flat  bottomed 

feature was 0.24m deep. It was filled by (812), a firm, mid orange-brown clay. 

The clean, regular nature of the cut leads to a high confidence rating that this is 

either a shallow pit or large post hole.

 6.13.8.ditchs [815] and [816] both cross the trench on a north – south alignment. 

These two cuts were originally thought to be the same feature. However, feature 

[816] could clearly be seen to cut feature [815] in section.
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 6.13.9.Linear feature [816] was 1.45m wide, yet only 0.21m deep. It was filled by 

(817), a firm, mid orange-brown, clay. Although not visible in section, a thin 

lens of Light gray, silty-clay was recorded in the top of this feature in plan. This 

feature has a high confidence rating and is interpreted as a ditch.

 6.13.10.Ditch [818] truncated [815]. The latter  was filled by (814), a  firm, mid 

orange-brown, clay. This feature has a moderate confidence rating, it remains 

unclear whether this represents a natural or an archaeological feature.

 6.13.11.Feature [820] extended under the northern baulk. Filled by (819) a firm, mid 

orange-brown,  clay,  this  feature  was  only  0.10m  deep.  It  has  a  moderate 

confidence rating and may well represent a natural feature.

 6.13.12.Ditches [804], [807], [809] and [818]as well as pits [811] and [813] all 

have  a  high  confidence  rating.  Ditches  [815]  and  [820]  have  a  moderate 

confidence rating and may represent natural features.

 6.14.TRENCH 9 (TR9)

Trench plan FIGURE 36, sections FIGURE 37.

 6.14.1.Located  in  the  south of  the development  area, on  a  northeast  –  southwest 

alignment, TR9 was shortened to 35m due to the presence of several portable 

buildings. 

 6.14.2.The  base  of  the  trench  at  the  southwestern  end  was  machined  down  to 

109.45m  OD, and  the  northeastern  end  to  109.37m  OD. The  trench  was 

deepest at the northeastern end, where it was 1.18m BGL.

 6.14.3.The topsoil (904) had a maximum depth of 0.30m. Below this was the subsoil 

(903), a mid reddish-brown, clayey-silt with a maximum recorded thickness of 

0.25m. Boulder clay (901) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence, with 

frequent  large  pockets  of  (900),  a  mid,  reddish-brown,  clayey-silt  with 

occasional chalk inclusions.
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 6.14.4.A possible palaeo-channel [908] is present in the first 17m of the northeast of 

the trench. Only the southern edge of this east – west aligned feature is visible. 

A slot was excavated into the centre of this feature, showing it to be 0.55m 

deep. The basal fill, (906) was a firm, dark reddish-brown, clayey-silt. This was 

covered by (907), a light orange mottled grey, slightly clayey-silt with frequent 

small to large lenses of boulder clay. Some of these lenses were clearly aligned 

east – west, suggestive of a flowing stream. The section excavated through the 

feature clearly showed a ridge of natural boulder clay, in between two possible 

channels.
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Plate 3 - Trench 9, looking SW, showing palaeo-channel  
[908]
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 7. Finds and environmental samples

 7.1.ENVIRONMENTAL SAMPLES

 7.1.1. A single environmental sample was recovered from primary ditch fill (109) 

and submitted for assessment. Two weed seeds, probably representing modern 

contamination, and several small fragments of CBM were recovered. No further 

work is recommended.

 7.1.2. The  full  environmental  assessment  report  (CAMPION  2008)  is  reproduced  in 

APPENDIX 2.

 7.2.FLINT

 7.2.1. A total  of  six  pieces  of  flint  were  recovered  from site, comprising  of  five 

distinct flint materials. Of the six pieces, three were unstratified hand collected 

from the surface, in the west of the development area. The remaining three 

were recovered from secure contexts, (101) - topsoil, (109) – primary ditch 

fill and (317) – ditch fill. Contexts (109) and (317) both also produced CBM, 

suggesting that the flints are residual.

 7.2.2. Four pieces appear to be deliberately worked tools, one piece of debitage and a 

naturally struck fragment.

 7.2.3. The tools comprise a single blade, a backed blade and two scrapers. The forms 

of these tools are typical of the late Neolithic and Bronze Age tools identified in 

the area.

 7.2.4. There were five distinct  materials  present in the assemblage, four of  which 

were utilised for tool production. The lack of waste material and debitage could 

be an indication that the assemblage is made up of discarded tools rather than 

the site of tool production.

 7.2.5. The flint assemblage is focused on the western portion of the development 

area. Unfortunately, none of the features  were dated by the flint  finds they 

contained, as all contained much more recent material, suggesting the flints 

were residual.

 7.2.6. A full assessment of the flint (POOLE 2008) is provided as APPENDIX 3.
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 7.3.THE CERAMICS

 7.3.1. Several small fragments of abraded CBM were recovered from spread (305).

 7.3.2. Ditch fill  (317) yielded a  small  and a  medium fragment  of  abraded CBM, 

probably brick.

 7.3.3. A small, broken piece of CBM that appears to be a ?tile fragment of unknown 

date was recovered from spread (401).

 7.3.4. Although CBM has produced the only dating evidence form the site, no further 

work is suggested for the ceramic assemblage. 

 7.4.METAL FINDS

 7.4.1. A single  broken, corroded  fragment  of  Iron  was  recovered  from  ditch  fill 

(507), probably representing a post medieval fixing or fastening.

 7.4.2. The metal assemblage is not significant.
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 8. Discussion and Conclusions

 8.1.The  evaluation  has  shown  that  there  was  moderate  evidence  for  significant 

archaeological remains within the proposed development area. Although a moderate 

density of features were recorded, there is a marked paucity of material remains, 

leaving the majority of the features undated. Similarly, the heavy cryoturbation of the 

natural boulder clay has produced an often confusing picture within the  evaluation 

trenches.

 8.2.Over the west of the development area, a transitional layer of disturbed natural was 

recorded and plough scars were visible in the base of many of the trenches. Only two 

features, ditches [508]/[807] and ditch [110] cut the transitional, plough disturbed 

natural layer, the rest of the features being sealed by this layer. This clearly shows a 

moderate to high level of plough damage to  in-situ  archaeological deposits in the 

west of the development area. A developed subsoil has afforded the archaeolgical 

features in the east of the development area a higher degree of protection from the 

plough.

 8.3.The highest density of features was recorded in the centre, and east of centre, of the 

development  area. The  majority  of  features  recorded  during  the  evaluation  were 

ditches. Due  to  the  poor  drainage  qualities  of  the  underlying  boulder  clay, it  is 

probable that these represent drainage ditches.  

 8.4.PREHISTORIC

 8.4.1. Several Late Neolithic / Early Bronze Age flints were recovered as either surface, 

or  residual  finds. These  were limited to the west  of  the development  area, 

providing evidence of the earliest activity on site.

 8.4.2. In the centre of the development area, three post holes ([511], [513] & [515]) 

appear  to  represent  3  corners  of  a  square structure. Possibly  a  'four  poster 

building'  of  Bronze  or  Iron  Age  date. This  may  be  indicative  of  low level 

occupation in the vicinity. However, the lack of finds suggests this may not be 

the case.  

 8.5.POST ROMAN

 8.5.1. A series of features are loosely dated by the presence of CBM.
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 8.5.2. Ditches [508] and [807] represent the same north-south aligned feature. CBM 

and a  small  fragment  of  metal  were  recovered from [508]. Both  excavated 

sections of this feature were clearly seen to cut the disturbed, natural transition 

layer. Taking into account this ditches perpendicular alignment to the road, and 

it's high position in the stratigraphic sequence, it seems likely that it represents 

a  relatively  recent  field  boundary  ditch.  Although  undated,  ditch  [210] 

followed the same alignment as the above feature and is possibly a remnant of 

the same, now unused, system of landscape division.

 8.5.3. CBM was also recovered from ditch [110], that again cut the disturbed natural 

transition layer, suggesting it may also be related to the above mentioned phase 

of earlier land division.

 8.5.4. CBM was also recovered from ditch [318]. This was truncated by ditch [316], 

suggesting both of these features are of a more recent date.

 8.5.5. Two small spreads, (305) and (401) also contained CBM.

 8.6.UNDATED FEATURES - CENTRE

 8.6.1. Ditches [519] and [612] both run east – west, share an alignment and have a 

similar profile. It is therefore suggested that they represent the same ditch. This 

is the most substantial feature on site. Lying to the south, and within ten metres 

of the above mentioned ditch is a substantial stake hole [522] and a pair of 

post holes: [615] and [625].  It is tempting to associate these features  with the 

post  hole  group  (provisionally  dated  as  Bronze  /  Iron  Age)  excavated 

immediately to the  northwest of ditch [519] / [612].

 8.6.2. Together with several other features, including multiphase, intercutting ditches 

in the north of TR6, these features represent the focus of past activity on the 

site. 

 8.7.UNDATED FEATURES – OTHER

 8.7.1. Linears  [212]  and  [524]  are  aligned  east-west  across  the  north  of  the 

development area. These aligned features are of the same size and profile, and 

are filed by similar material, suggesting they are the same feature.

DOC REF: LP0683E-AER-v1.5



 8.7.2. Ditches [804] and [809], in the south of the development area, are also similar 

in  nature  and  could  potentially  join  to  form a  corner, possibly  of  a  small 

compound or enclosure.

 8.7.3. Feature  [908]  seems  to  be  a  shallow  palaeo-channel.  The  excavated  slot 

suggests that there may have been more than one stream course, whilst the 

linear boulder clay lenses in the upper fill suggest a flowing stream course.

 8.8.CONCLUSION

 8.9.The results are of local importance, the preservation of the archaeology is good to 

moderate, due to plough damage.  The artefact concentration is low.

 8.10.A high concentration of features was noted in the centre of the development area, 

with a moderate number of features recorded across the rest of the area.

 8.11.Although undated, the form of the features in the centre of the site suggests that the 

evaluation may have encountered the edge of a prehistoric settlement.

 8.12.As  the  majority  of  the  features  remain  undated, a  firmer  interpretation  would 

require further work to ascertain the date of the remains. 

 8.13.A suitable mitigation strategy for the site is likely to involve a combination of open 

area excavation and watching brief during the intrusive groundworks.
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FIGURE 2 //  Trench Locations
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FIGURE 3 //  Trench 1 plan

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 1 plan
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 4 //  Trench 1 sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 1 sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 5 //  Trench 1 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 1 sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 6 //  Trench 1 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 1 sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 7 //  Trench 2 plan

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 2 plans
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 8 //  Trench 2 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 2 sections
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FIGURE 9 //  Trench 2 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 2 Sections 
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FIGURE 10 //  Trench 2 Sections

PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 2 Sections

DOC REF: LP0683E-AER-v1

0 0.5m

214

212

213

Section as 

shown below

215

213

212

Scale 1:10 @ A4



FIGURE 11 //  Trench 3 plan

PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 3 plan
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FIGURE 12 //  Trench 3 sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 3 sections
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FIGURE 13 //  Trench 3 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 3 Sections
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FIGURE 14 //  Trench 3 sections c

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 3 Sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 18 //  Trench 5 plan

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 5 plan
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 19 //  Trench 5 sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 5 sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 20 //  Trench 5 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 5 Sections
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FIGURE 21 //  Trench 5 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 5 Sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 22 //  Trench 5 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 5 Sections
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FIGURE 23 //  Trench 5 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 5 Sections
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FIGURE 24 //  Trench 6 plan

PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 6 plan
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail

DOC REF: LP0683E-AER-v1

FIGURE 25 //  Trench 6 sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 6 sections
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FIGURE 26 //  Trench 6 Sections

PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 6 Sections
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FIGURE 27 //  Trench 6 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 6 Sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 28 //  Trench 6 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 6 Sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 30 //  Trench 7 section

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 7 section
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FIGURE 31 //  Trench 8 plan

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 8 plan

Scale 1:200 @ A4

0 10m

805

804

806

807

810

811

808 809
812

813

814

815

816

817

818

819

820



PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 32 //  Trench 8 sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 8 sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 33 //  Trench 8 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 8 Sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 34 //  Trench 8 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 8 Sections
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PROJECT //  0683E - Trisail
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FIGURE 35 //  Trench 8 Sections

DESCRIPTION //  Trench 8 Sections
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 1. Introduction

 1.1.This  document  aims  to  assess  the  potential  of  an  environmental  bulk  sample 

recovered during an evaluation at the land at Elsenham Estate, Uttlesford. In terms of 

the potential of the material to provide further information regarding the function, 

date, use and environmental conditions of the site.  

 1.2.The material  was processed, the heavy and light fraction assessed and the report 

written by Steven Campion.

 2. Provenance

 2.1.One bulk sample was taken during the evaluation of the the land at Elsenham Estate, 

Uttlesford between the 23rd of June and the 3rd of July by L – P : Archaeology.

 2.2.The 30 litre bulk sample <1> was recovered from context (109), trench 1. Context 

(109)  is  the  soft, mid  greyish-brown, clayey-silt primary  fill  of  [110], a  linear 

feature running north to south, located in the middle of the trench. The feature had 

straight sides and a 'V' shaped base and a single piece of struck flint was recovered 

from this deposit (109) (BAMFORTH 2008).
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 3. Methodology

 3.1.The environmental bulk sample was processed by flotation sieving, as outlined in  L 

– P : Archaeology Guideline 2, page 4 (ALLEN 2008). Flot was retained on a 500 

micron mesh sieve and the heavy fraction on a 1mm mesh.

 3.2.The  heavy  fraction  was  further  fractionated  using  4mm and 1mm sieves  to  aid 

analysis. As only one sample was taken, the >4 mm fraction and 1-4mm fraction was 

assessed fully with relevant ecofacts and artefcats being extracted from the separate 

fractions and their abundance recorded. The <1mm fraction was retained for any 

potential further study, if deemed necessary.

 3.3.The flot was sieved through the same stack of sieves, to aid analysis, and scanned 

under a low powered stereo-microscope with a magnification range of 10x to 30x. 

The abundance, diversity and state of preservation of ecofacts and artefacts in the 

sample were then recorded.

 3.4.Preliminary identifications were made of the plant remains. These do not form a full 

species list. For the purposes of assessment most identifications are made to genus. 

The seeds were identified using modern reference material and manuals (BEIJERINCK 

1947; CAPPERS, ET AL. 2006). Nomenclature and habitat information is taken from STACE 

(1997) and scientific names will be given once in brackets and the common name 

given thereafter.
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 4. Range and Variation

 4.1.SAMPLE <1>

 4.1.1. The >4mm fraction is dominated by large pieces of flint  and coarse stone, 

none of which are worked. No ecofacts or artefacts are present in the fraction.

 4.1.2. The 1-4mm fraction is dominated by coarse stone. No ecofacts are present in 

this sample but 7 small pieces of CBM (Ceramic Building Materials) are present 

in the sample.

 4.1.3. The flot is dominated by uncharred root/rhizome fragments. There are also 

two seeds present. A stinging nettle seed (Urtica dioica L.) and a knotgrass seed 

(Polygonaceae - cf. Polygonum aviculare L.). 
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 5. Condition of Material

 5.1.There were no ecofacts in the heavy fraction.

 5.2.The only artefacts recovered were the CBM, all of which is heavily abraded and is of a 

very small size (<4mm).

 5.3.In  the  flot  the  uncharred  root/rhizome fragments   and  the  stinging  nettle  seed 

(Urtica dioica L.) are in a good condition while the knotgrass seed ( Polygonaceae - 

cf. Polygonum aviculare L.) is poorly preserved.
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 6. Statement of potential

 6.1.The fragments of CBM could potentially be sent to a specialist for analysis.
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 7. New Research Questions and Potential for Data

 7.1.There are currently no research questions being undertaken by L – P that this sample 

could aid. 
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 8. Recommendations

 8.1.The heavy fraction contained no ecofacts at all. 

 8.2.The depth of the feature (0.5 metres), means that the likelihood that the CBM is 

archaeological in origin is high. The CBM appears to be fired clay but is too heavily 

abraded and is of too small a size for any further study to be of any worth.  

 8.3. The maximum depth of the feature was 0.5 metres and root/rhizome fragments 

dominated the sample. Therefore the possibility of the seeds entering the context via 

bioturbation is high. This means the two seeds are likely to be modern which is 

backed up by the fact that both of these are from plants that  were present on site 

which favour disturbed land and wastegrounds (STACE 1997)

 8.4.There is nothing from this sample that requires any further analysis or study, so it is 

recommended that no further work is carried out.
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Scientific name Common Name Item Frequency

Urtica dioica L. Stinging nettle seed 1

Polygonum aviculare L. Knotgrass seed 1

Table 1 – Plant macrofossils in Sample 1
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	 1. Introduction and Scope of Study
	 1.1.This archaeological evaluation report has bee prepared by Michael Bamforth of L - P : Archaeology for MLM Environmental (MLME). 
	 1.2.The fieldwork took place from the 19th of June to the 3rd of July 2008. The site director was Michael Bamforth of L – P : Archaeology.
	 1.3.The report considers land at Elsenham Estate, Uttlesford. The whole site occupies an area of approximately 16 hectares and is centred at National Grid Reference 555080, 225404 (Figure 1).
	 1.4.The local planning authority is Uttlesford District Council (UDC) who take archaeological advice from Essex County Council. A planning application for the construction of a commercial development is currently being prepared.
	 1.5.The purpose of this report is to further inform the archaeological potential of the proposed development site and to assess the impact of the proposed development on the site. 
	 1.6.The trench plan and methodology were agreed with UDC and MLME in the Specification for Archaeological Evaluation (Campion 2008).

	 2. Planning Background
	 2.1.In November 1990 the Department of the Environment issued PPG 16, “Archaeology and Planning”. This document provides guidance for planning authorities,property owners, developers and others on the preservation and investigation of archaeological remains.
	 2.2.In considering any planning application for development the advisor to the local planning authority is bound by the policy frameworks provided by Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG 16), and the policies within the borough's Local Plan (adopted 1998).
	 2.3.The relevant policy contained within the policy is as follows:
	 2.4.The archaeological desk-based baseline study, undertaken for the Environmental Impact Assessment, has shown that the site has a moderate potential for archaeological remains from the Bronze Age, Roman, Medieval and Post-Medieval periods. In consideration of the above policy, it was therefore  agreed that a programme of archaeological evaluation would be carried out on site, so that a detailed methodology for mitigating the archaeology could be agreed, if required.
	 2.5.The site does not fall within an area of ‘Local Archaeological Significance ’ and there are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments or sites of national importance known on the study site.

	 3. Geology and Topography
	 3.1.Geology 
	 3.1.1.The BGS Dataindex (HTTP://WWW.BGS.AC.UK/GEOINDEX/INDEX.HTM) details that the site sits on an area of glacial silts, sands and gravels with a fair depth of boulder clay.  During the evaluation, boulder clay was the predominant form of material encountered. The boulder clay was mottled with pockets of siltier clay, often with a darker, redder hue. The latter material is probably the result of cryoturbation.

	 3.2.Topography
	 3.2.1.The site is a mixture of hard standing, farmland and scrubland.
	 3.2.2.The development area covers approximately 16 hectares and is bounded to the north by Hall Road, the west by Green Street, with fields to the east (Figure 2). 
	 3.2.3.The site is in close proximity to Stansted Airport, which lies to the south of the development area.

	 3.3.Proposed Groundworks
	 3.3.1.The proposed groundworks consist of the erection of three office towers with associated car parks and landscaping  (Figure 2).


	 4. Archaeological and Historical Background
	Timescales used in this report:
	 4.1.ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
	 4.1.1.A brief summary of the sites archaeological background is given below. This is intended as an outline only. A full appraisal of the sites archaeological background was undertaken as an archaeological baseline study in support of the Environmental Impact Assessment and can be seen therin (Young 2008)  

	Palaeolithic and Mesolithic
	 4.1.2.There are no records of Palaeolithic or Mesolithic material recorded in the Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) within a 1km radius around the site area. 
	 4.1.3.The nearby River Stort has yielded some Palaeolithic and Mesolithic remains and it seems likely that any activity in the area during these periods would have been situated some distance away perhaps around the terrace gravels of the Stort valley.

	Neolithic
	 4.1.4.The EHER records one unstratified find dating to this period which refers to the discovery of a Neolithic polished axehead at Elsenham (MEX16210), no further details are given with the record and no other records are noted for the area.
	 4.1.5.In the wider area some limited evidence for Neolithic settlement is known from the boulder clay in the region and from the Stansted Airport Project. 

	Bronze Age
	 4.1.6.The EHER does not record any remains dating to this period within the 1km search radius. 
	 4.1.7.However it should be pointed out that ongoing excavations at Stansted have revealed significant Bronze Age remains indicating that the site area is located within a wider landscape clearly exploited during the Bronze Age period. Remains indicate occupation, farming and ritual activity was taking place 

	Iron Age
	 4.1.8.The EHER does not record any remains dating to this period with the 1km search radius. 
	 4.1.9.However as with the Bronze Age, ongoing excavations at Stansted have revealed significant Iron Age remains indicating that the site area is located within  a wider landscape clearly exploited and settled during the Iron Age period. Remains indicate settlement, agricultural and ritual activity was taking place 

	Roman
	 4.1.10.The EHER search returned several entries dating to the Roman period suggesting definite activity within the vicinity of the study area.
	 4.1.11.MEX28792 records the discovery of a surface scatter of Roman potsherds – the density of the scatters is thought to indicate the remains of a cemetery although without further fieldwork it is difficult to tell. These finds were during the Stansted fieldwalking project and were located in a field some 450m to the south of the study site. 

	Saxon/Medieval
	 4.1.12.The study site was located within the parish of Elsenham in this period. A small settlement exists at Elsenham, although the study site is located some distance to the south east of the main settlement and church.
	 4.1.13.It is thought that during the Saxon period the area of Elsenham and Takeley was densely wooded which is recorded in Domesday as being 'feeding between them 3500 swine'.
	 4.1.14.The church of St Mary's is located to the north of the study site, parts of the church date to the 12th century although it has been subject to much alteration since (MEX16202). The church itself is situated some distance to the main settlement, which has led to suggestions that a deserted medieval village was located around the church (MEX16209), however there is no sound archaeological evidence to support this suggestion. 
	 4.1.15.The manor at Elsenham was held by the Baron of Folkestone in Kent at the time of Domesday. It is not certain where the original manor house was located but a later house was built, known as New House in proximity to the church. 

	Post Medieval
	 4.1.16.The records contained within the EHER for the Post Medieval period primarily relate to farms and buildings in the area of the study site reflected the nature of the landscape during this period as one of dispersed settlement and agriculture with a small settlement to the north in Elsenham itself.
	 4.1.17.Also significant in the landscape during this period are the grounds of Elsenham Hall which are located to the north of the study site adjacent to the road. The house itself dates to the 19th century and is a listed building.


	 5. Methodology
	 5.1.The evaluation was carried out in accordance with the Written Scheme of Archaeological Investigation (Campion 2008), as agreed by UDC and MLME.
	 5.2.The evaluation trenches were positioned as shown in Figure 2. 
	 5.3.The trenches were excavated using a thirteen ton tracked excavator fitted with a 1.80m wide ditching bucket.
	 5.4.A single environmental sample was recovered from a dated archaeological feature.
	 5.5.Full context, photographic and sample records were maintained and will be deposited with the full archive for the site.

	 6. Results
	 6.1.A total of nine trenches (TR1 – TR9) were excavated across the proposed development area. The trenches measured 1.8m x 50m, with the exception of TR9 that was shortened to 35m due to the presence of several temporary buildings.
	 6.2.Results are given in ascending order of trench number.  The heights of each end of the trench are given in metres Above Ordnance Datum (m OD), and the depth of the trench in metres below ground level (BGL) in the first descriptive paragraph. Heights of features are given in m OD in figures, and OD heights for points along all trenches are held in the archive. Deposits are given in (round brackets), cut features are given in [square brackets].
	 6.3.A firm, dark brow, silty-clay loam topsoil was recorded across the site. This varied in thickness between 0.25 – 0.35m.
	 6.4.Subsoil was recorded in several trenches, generally towards the east of the site. In the west of the development area, no sub-soil was present. However, a transitional layer of plough-disturbed, natural boulder clay was present in all the trenches that did not have a developed ploughsoil. 
	 6.5.Natural boulder clay formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence in all the excavated trenches.
	 6.6.The disturbed nature of the natural boulder clay necessitated the excavation of test slots through any deposit that had the potential to represent archaeological remains. Features are therefore given a confidence rating ranging from high (high likelihood that this represents an archaeological feature), to low (probably a natural deposit or feature).
	 6.6.1.Trench 1 (TR1)
	Trench plan Figure 3, sections Figure 4, 5, 6.
	 6.6.2.TR1 was located in the northwestern corner of the development area, orientated on a west northwest – east southeast alignment. The base of the trench at the western end was cut to 108.30m OD, and the eastern end to 109.13m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.42m BGL. The features are described from west to east.
	 6.6.3.The topsoil (101) had a maximum thickness of 0.24m. A backed flint blade was recovered from this deposit. Below the topsoil  was (102), a firm, mid brown silty-clay with very occasional chalk flecks. This deposit was seen throughout TR1 and had a maximum thickness of 0.20m. This material lay above the natural boulder clay (103). Context (102) represents the upper horizon of the natural boulder clay that has been disturbed and reworked by plough action. As features were not visible in this material in plan, it was machined away. However, several features do appear to cut this material when viewed in section, notably ditch [110]. Natural boulder clay assigned the number (103) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench.
	 6.6.4.Context number [105], a sub-circular feature, was located in the middle of TR1. This feature measured 0.90m east – west, 0.68m north – south and 0.14m deep. This context was filled by (104) a firm, mid orangy-brown clay with very occasional chalk flecks. The amorphous, irregular nature of the cut lead to the interpretation that this is a natural feature, possibly a tree throw. 
	 6.6.5.Linear feature [107], located in the middle of TR1 was aligned northeast – southwest. The portion of the feature revealed in the trench measured 2.15m long, 0.74m wide and 0.19m deep. The cut had straight sides and a slightly concave base. This feature was filled by (106), a mid orangy-brown clay with occasional inclusions of chalk flecks. The sterile nature of the fill and the irregular shape in plan of this feature suggest it may also natural.
	 6.6.6.Linear feature [110], located in the middle of TR1 was aligned north – south. The length of feature revealed measured 1.60m x 1.10m x 0.30m deep. This feature had straight sides and a 'V' shaped base. The upper fill, (108) was a firm, mid browny-orange, clayey-silt that measured 0.15m thick. This lay above the primary fill (109), a soft, mid greyish-brown, clayey-silt with a maximum thickness of 0.20m. Sample <1> was recovered from this context, from which two modern weed seeds and small fragments of CBM were retrieved. A single piece of naturally struck flint was also recovered from this deposit. This feature truncated ditch [112]. The regularity of the cut, when considered in conjunction with the nature of the fills makes this the most convincingly archaeological feature seen in this trench. 
	 6.6.7.Linear feature [112] was aligned northwest – southeast, just to the east of  [110]. Ditch [110] truncated this feature. An area 3.20m long and 0.70m wide was revealed. This feature had a maximum depth of 0.18m. The single fill, (111) was a firm, mid orange, silty-clay. The colour of the fill and the amorphous shape suggest this feature may be naturally occurring.
	 6.6.8.Linear feature [114] was located in the eastern end of TR1. This north – south aligned cut is irregular in plan, measuring 1.90m long, 1.95m wide and 0.24m deep. It was filled by (113), a soft, mid greyish-orange, silty-clay with very occasional chalk and manganese flecks towards the base. This feature had an uncertain eastern extent and may join the adjacent feature [116]. The amorphous shape and nature of the fill suggest that this feature is naturally occurring 
	 6.6.9.Linear feature [116] was located in the eastern end of TR1. This north – south aligned cut is irregular in plan, measuring 1.9m long, 1.10m wide and 0.21m deep. The single fill, (115), was a firm, mid orangy-brown, clay with occasional chalk flecks. This very clayey material probably represents a natural deposit, possibly forming the eastern extent of [114].??
	 6.6.10.Ditch [112] has a high confidence rating of representing an archaeological feature. Ditches [107] and [110] have a moderate confidence rating. Pit [105] and linear features [114] and [116] have a low confidence rating, and probably represent natural features.

	 6.7.Trench 2 (TR2)
	Trench plan Figure 7, sections Figure 8, 9, 10.
	 6.7.1.TR2 was located along the northern boundary of the development area orientated on an east - west alignment. The base of the trench at the  eastern end was cut to 109.55m OD, and the eastern end to 109.77m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.50m BGL. The features are described from east to west.
	 6.7.2.The topsoil (201) had a maximum thickness 0f 0.24m. Below the topsoil  was (202), a firm, mid orangey-brown, silty-clay subsoil. This deposit was seen throughout TR2 and had a maximum thickness of 0.39m. Natural boulder clay (203) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench. Several pockets of darker, siltier natural material were assigned the number (216).
	 6.7.3.Sub-circular feature [204] extended under the southern baulk. This concave feature was 0.16m deep. The fill, (205), was a firm, mid greyish-brown mottled red, silty-clay. This shallow feature could well be a posthole. There is a high level of confidence that this is an archaeological feature.
	 6.7.4.Sub-square feature [206] was filled by (207), a soft, mid brown, clayey silt that became sandy towards the base of the feature. The unusual fill, coupled with an irregular base means that this feature has a moderate confidence rating.
	 6.7.5.Feature [208] appeared to be a north-south aligned and was curvelinear  in plan. However, excavation of a hand dug slot showed an uncertain eastern edge. This feature was filled by (209), a firm, mid orangy-brown, clayey-silt. There is a low confidence rating that this is an archaeological feature. The uncertain  eastern edge and the curve of the cut raises the possibility that this could be a tree throw.
	 6.7.6.Linear feature [210] follows a north – south alignment  and was a steep sided, flat bottomed, measuring 0.70m deep. It is filled by (211), a soft, mid orangy-brown, silty-clay. Although the fill extended to the east of the cut feature as a thin spread, the regular nature of this feature suggests a high confidence rating. As this feature is perpendicular to the road, it may well represent a disused field boundary ditch.
	 6.7.7.Two perpendicular, intercutting ditches were recorded in the eastern extent of the trench. Feature [212], was aligned east – west and filled by (213), a firm, mid greyish-brown, silty-clay with moderate inclusions of charcoal and chalk flecks. Feature [212] could clearly be seen in section to cut [214]. The latter followed a north – south alignment and was filled by (215), a firm, light greyish-brown, silty-clay with moderate small chalk inclusions. The presence of charcoal in the fill of [212] gives this ditch a high confidence rating. The alignment of ditch [212] suggests it is a continuation of ditch [524]. However, [214] is very shallow and ephemeral, the fill is also similar to the natural. This therefore receives a low confidence rating.
	 6.7.8.Post hole [204], ditch [210] and ditch [212] have a high confidence rating, pit [206] a moderate rating. Tree throw [208] and linear feature [214] have a low confidence rating.

	 6.8.Trench 3 (TR3)
	Trench plan Figure 11, sections Figure 12, 13, 14.
	 6.8.1.TR3 was located along the western boundary of the development area, orientated on a north – south alignment. The base of the trench at the  northern end was cut to 108.64m OD, and the eastern end to 108.63m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.54m BGL. The features are described from north to south.
	 6.8.2.The topsoil (301) had a maximum thickness 0f 0.32m. Below the topsoil  was (302), a firm, mid yellowish-brown, silty-clay with frequent chalk flecks and occasional small to medium pieces of flint. This deposit was seen throughout TR1 and had a maximum thickness of 0.18m. This material lay above the natural boulder clay (303). Context (302) represents the upper horizon of the natural boulder clay that has been disturbed and reworked by plough action. As features were not visible in this material in plan, it was removed by machine. No features could be seen cutting this material in section. Several different natural contexts were recorded in this trench. Natural boulder clay (303) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench.  Darker boulder clay encountered in the north of the trench was assigned a separate context number (304). A patch of firm, dark reddish-brown, silty-clay was encountered in the middle of the trench was assigned context number (314). 
	 6.8.3.A small spread of mid brownish-grey, silty-clay (305), was encountered in the north end of the trench. Hand excavation of a slot through this deposit showed it to be a thin spread 0.10m thick, containing small fragments of CBM.
	 6.8.4.Context (307) was originally thought to be an east – west aligned linear feature. However, a hand excavated slot proved this stiff, light brown, silty-clay to be a 0.18m thick natural spread.
	 6.8.5.Linear feature [310] was encountered in the centre of the trench. A 1.6m length of this east – west aligned feature was exposed. It measured 1.02m wide, 0.70m deep and had a 'V' shaped base. This feature was filled by (309), a soft, dark reddish-brown, clayey-silt.
	 6.8.6.Immediately to the south of linear feature [310], a small pit or scrape, extending under the eastern baulk, was sectioned. It was filled by (312), a firm, dark reddish-brown, clayey-silt with frequent small chalk and flint inclusions.
	 6.8.7.Features [310] and [313] appeared contiguous in plan. However, during excavation it could be seen that they were separated in section by (311), this appeared to be reworked boulder clay. It raises the possibility that features [310] and [313] are both a part of the same natural feature. 
	 6.8.8.A 1.70m length of curvilinear feature [320] was encountered in the centre of the trench. This feature was 0.55m wide, 0.36m deep and had steep, straight sides breaking sharply into a flat base. This feature was filled by (319), a firm, dark reddish-brown, clayey silt with occasional CBM and charcoal flecks. The profile of the feature and the inclusions in the fill show that this is an archaeological feature. This ditch appears to be the same feature as [316].
	 6.8.9.In the south end of TR3, a slot was excavated through what appeared in plan to be a single ditch aligned northeast – southwest. However, excavation reealed that this was in fact two parallel cuts [316] and [318]. Ditch [316] can clearly be seen cutting [318] in the northern section, however, it is not visible in the southern section, suggesting that the feature may have terminated within the length of the excavated slot. [316] was filled by (315), a firm, dark reddish-brown, silty-clay with occasional inclusions of chalk flecks. The upper fill of  [318] was (317), a hard, dark greyish-brown, silty-clay with moderate inclusions of small chalk and flint. A flint scraper and CBM fragments were recovered from this context. This overlay the primary fill, (321), a hard, mid yellowish-brown, slightly silty-clay with frequent chalk flecks. Context (321) represents slumped natural (303).  
	 6.8.10.Ditch [320] has a high confidence rating and is probably the same feature as [316]. Ditch [318] also has a high confidence rating. There is a moderate confidence rating that features [310] and [313] represent archaeological deposits. Spreads (305) and (307) are clearly natural deposits.

	 6.9.Trench 4 (TR4)
	Trench plan Figure 15, sections Figure 16, 17.
	 6.9.1.TR5 was located in the centre of the development area orientated on a north west – south east alignment. The base of the trench at the  north western end was cut to 108.77m OD, and the south eastern end to 108.80m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.89m BGL. The features are described from north west to south east.
	 6.9.2.The topsoil (414) had a maximum thickness of 0.17m. Below the topsoil was (415), a firm, mid orangy-brown, silty-clay subsoil with occasional chalk fleck inclusions. This deposit was seen throughout TR5, becoming thicker towards the southeast, where a maximum thickness 0.45m was recorded. Subsoil (415) lay above the natural boulder clay (411). The natural was changeable in this trench. A pocket of mid reddish-brown, silty-clay (412) was recorded in the centre of the trench. The southeastern end of the trench was machined down to (407), a firm, light orangey-grey, clayey-silt, containing a pocket of (409) a soft, light gray, silt. Hand dug exploratory slots were excavated through the latter two context to confirm they represented natural deposits.
	 6.9.3.An exploratory slot was excavated through (401), a firm, mid brown, clayey-silt with frequent clay and chalk inclusions A single piece of CBM was recovered from this context. The diffuse edges and the crescent shape of this deposit suggest it is a tree throw.
	 6.9.4.Linear feature [403] followed an approximately east – west alignment. It was filed by (402), a soft, dark reddish-brown, clayey-silt with moderate inclusions of charcoal flecks. Slumped in boulder clay (431) was recorded against the northern edge of the feature. The presence of charcoal and the slumping leads to a high confidence rating for this ditch.
	 6.9.5.Feature [405] was located in the centre of the trench, was sub-square in plan, had irregular edges and extended under the southwestern baulk. The upper fill, (416) was a thin lens of soft, dark brown, silty-clay with occasional CBM and charcoal flecks. This was above (406), a firm, dark reddish-brown, clayey silt with occasional charcoal, chalk flecks and medium flint inclusions. Despite the feature having diffuse edges, the nature of the fill leads to a high confidence rating and an interpretation that this is a pit of unknown function. This feature truncated [408].
	 6.9.6.Linear feature [408] crossed the trench on an east – west alignment. This narrow, shallow feature was clearly truncated by pit [405]. It was filled by (404), a firm, mid yellowish brown clay with frequent chalk inclusions. This material was very similar to, and had a diffuse horizon with, the natural boulder clay. This leads to a low confidence rating for this probably natural feature.
	 6.9.7.Deposit (410) was investigated with a hand dug test slot, this confirmed that the firm, mid reddish-brown, silty-clay was a natural deposit.
	 6.9.8.Ditch [403] and pit [405] both have a high confidence rating. Linear feature [408] a low rating and (401) is interpreted as a tree throw.

	 6.10.Trench 5 (TR5)
	Trench plan Figure 18, sections Figure 19, 20, 21, 22.
	 6.10.1.TR5 was located in the centre of the development area orientated on a north west – south east alignment. The base of the trench at the  north western end was cut to 109.02 OD, and the south eastern end to 10109.56m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.68m BGL. The features are described from north west to south east.
	 6.10.2.The topsoil (501) had a maximum thickness of 0.25m. Below the topsoil  was (502), a firm, mid brown, silty-clay with frequent chalk flecks and occasional small to medium pieces of flint. This deposit was seen throughout TR5 and had a maximum thickness of 0.20m. This material lay above the natural boulder clay (503). Context (502) represents the upper horizon of the natural boulder clay that has been disturbed and reworked by plough action. A single feature, [508], could be seen cutting this material in section. Natural boulder clay (503) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench.
	 6.10.3.Linear feature [524] followed an east – west alignment, had a maximum depth of 0.32m and was filled by (523), a firm, mottled orange and mid brown, clay with occasional flint and frequent charcoal fleck inclusions. Although this feature had an irregular profile, the well defined edges and the presence of charcoal in the fill suggests it is an archaeological feature, probably a ditch. This feature shares an alignment with [212], suggesting it is a continuation of the same ditch.
	 6.10.4.Feature [504] was filled by (525), a firm, pale orange-brown, clay. Although isolated, the regular profile and nature of the fill of this small, sub-circular feature suggests it is a post hole.
	 6.10.5.Test excavation of (505) proved this mid orangy-brown clay to be a thin, natural deposit.
	 6.10.6.(506) was a firm, orange-brown, clay. A test slot showed this deposit to have a clean edge to the west, but to graduate into 'dirty' natural to the east. The admixing with the natural boulder clay, coupled with the circular appearance of the feature suggests that this is a tree throw.
	 6.10.7.Linear feature [508] was aligned north – south, measuring 1.06m wide and 0.57m deep. This feature is unique in this trench, clearly cutting the disturbed natural (502). This relationship was only recorded in section. The primary fill, (526) was a firm, mid orangy-brown clay. Above this was (507), a firm, dark brown, slightly sandy, silty-clay from which a small metal fragment was recovered. This ditch represents a continuation of ditch [807].
	 6.10.8.Deposit (509) appeared to be a linear feature in plan. However, hand excavation showed this firm, mid orangy-brown clay to be a thin, natural deposit with no clearly defined edges.
	 6.10.9.In the centre of the trench were a group of sub-circular features interpreted as post holes: [511](510), [513](512) and [515](514). These three features are all of a similar size (c. 0.4m x c. 0.15m) and are all filled by mid-brown clays. The arrangement of these post holes suggests that they form 3 corners of a square, possibly representing a four poster building.
	 6.10.10.Rectangular feature [517] was filled by (516), a firm, orange-brown clay. This feature had irregular edges, leading to some uncertainty as to whether this represents an archaeological feature or a natural deposit.
	 6.10.11.Linear feature [519] was aligned east – west. This feature measured 1.10m wide and 0.88m deep, representing the largest feature recorded. The feature had straight, vertical sides and a flat base. The fill was (518), a firm, mid orangy-brown clay. Slumped in boulder clay was present on both sides of the feature at the top of the section. The alignment and profile of this ditch suggest it is a continuation of ditch [612].
	 6.10.12.Excavation of circular feature [522] clearly showed this to be a post hole. It appears that a circular post hole has then had a stake further inserted. The post pipe (520) is clearly visible, consisting of a dark brown silty clay that describes a post with a diameter of 0.25m. The packing material (521) is a firm, orange brown clay.
	 6.10.13.Ditches [508], [519] and [524] have a high confidence rating. Post holes [504][511], [513], [515] and [522] also have a high rating. Feature [517] has a moderate rating.  Deposit (506) is a tree throw and deposits (505) and (509) also represent natural material.

	 6.11.Trench 6 (TR6)
	Trench plan Figure 24, 25, sections Figure 26, 27, 28.
	 6.11.1.TR6 was located in the east of the development area orientated on a north – south alignment. The base of the trench at the  northern end was cut to 109.71m OD, and the southern end to 109.66m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.80m BGL. The features are described from north to south.
	 6.11.2.The topsoil (601) had a maximum thickness of 0.34m. Below the topsoil  was (602), a firm, mid greyish-brown mottled red, clayey-silt with occasional small flint and chalk inclusions. This deposit was seen throughout TR6, had a maximum thickness of 0.30m and is interpreted as a subsoil. This material lies above the natural boulder clay (603).
	 6.11.3.Feature [629] was recorded in the north end of the trench. This discreet feature was sub-rectangular in plan. This feature measured 0.12m deep and was filled by (628), a firm, mid grey, silty-clay. It remains unclear whether this feature is archaeological or natural in origin.
	 6.11.4.Feature [627] was only partially revealed as it extended under the western baulk. It was filled by (626), a firm, dark brown, clayey-silt with moderate inclusions of charcoal flecks. The presence of charcoal in the fill and the well defined edges give this feature a high confidence rating. Although only partially revealed, this feature appears to be a pit of unknown function.
	 6.11.5.The northern end of the trench also contained a complex of three intercutting Linear ditches. Cuts [605] and [607] run parallel to one another on a northwest – southeast alignment and appeared in plan to be the same feature. [609] passes through the trench on a perpendicular northeast – southwest alignment.
	 6.11.6.Linear feature [607] was straight sided and flat bottomed, measuring 0.79m wide and 0.53m deep. It was filled by (606), a firm, dark brown, clayey-silt with occasional charcoal and chalk fleck inclusions. [605] was also straight sided and flat bottomed, measuring 1.01m wide and 0.32m deep. Although the fills of the features were indistinguishable at the top of the feature, a clear ridge of natural boulder clay separated the two. Fill (604) was noted as being lighter in hue and less chalky than (606). the relationship between the two ditches was not clear. The presence of charcoal in the fill and the regular, clear edges of the cuts means both to these features have a high confidence rating.
	 6.11.7.Ditches [607] and [605] could clearly be seen to be truncated, in both plan and section, by [609] which was straight sided and flat bottomed. This smaller feature measured 0.68m wide and 0.28m deep and was filled by (608), a loose, light brown, clayey-silt. As this feature cuts two other features, it is given a high confidence rating.
	 6.11.8.Deposit (610) was originally though to be a linear feature. However, hand excavation proved this soft, light brown clayey silt to be only 0.10m thick, with a diffuse lower horizon. It is therefore assigned a low confidence rating and interpreted as a natural feature.
	 6.11.9.Linear feature [612] was aligned approximately east – west. This substantial feature had steep, near vertical sides and a flat base. It measured 1.25m wide, 0.85m deep and was filled by (611), a firm, mid orange brown clay. Some slumped boulder clay was recorded on the southern edge in the base of the cut. The profile and the clean nature of the cut give this feature a high confidence rating. This feature represents a continuation of ditch [519].
	 6.11.10.Two small, sub-circular features interpreted as stake holes lie adjacent to one another – [615] and [625]. Both features clearly have a post pipe visible in section from a driven post. Both are filled by a similar material, a firm, grey-brown, silty-clay numbered (613) and (623) respectively. The packing material is also similar in both, a firm, orange-brown clay numbered (614) and (624) respectively. The presence of a post pipe leads to these features having a high confidence rating. The similarities in form and fill types between the two features is striking.
	 6.11.11.To the south of the post holes a narrow linear feature [617] runs northeast – southwest through the trench. This feature has a 'U' shaped profile with a flattened base. It is filled by (616), a firm, light orange-brown, clay. The regularity of this feature leads to it having a high confidence rating, probably representing a narrow ditch or gully.
	 6.11.12.Ditch [619] runs east west though the southern end of the trench. The southern edge of the cut has steep sides which are slightly concave and a concave base, suggesting an originally 'V' shaped profile. It is filed by (618), a firm, orange-brown clay with occasional small chalk and gravel inclusions. There is substantial slumping of natural boulder clay into the feature at the top on the southern edge. The east side of [619] has been truncated by re-cut [621], a narrower, 'V' shaped ditch. This is in turn filled by (620), a firm, dark orange-brown, clay. The upper fill of re-cut [621] is (622), a firm, very dark brown, silty-clay. These features have a high confidence rating.
	 6.11.13.Ditches [605], [607], [609], [612], [617] and [619] have a high confidence rating, as do stake holes [615] and [625]. Pit [627] also has a high confidence rating. Feature [629] has a moderate rating and (610) is a natural spread.

	 6.12.Trench 7 (TR7)
	Trench plan Figure 29, sections Figure 30.
	 6.12.1.TR7 was located in the east of the development area orientated on an east – west alignment. The base of the trench at the  western end was cut to 109.80m OD, and the eastern end to 110.16m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.68m BGL. The features are described from west to east.
	 6.12.2.The topsoil (700) had a maximum thickness of 0.29m. Below the topsoil  was a (701), a firm, light orange-brown, silty-clay with occasional small chalk inclusions. This deposit was seen throughout TR7, had a maximum thickness of 0.37m and is interpreted as a subsoil. This material lies above the natural boulder clay (704).
	 6.12.3.Several pockets of firm, orange brown clay were encountered. Two of these, (705) and (706) were investigated with hand dug test slots, but found to be variations in the natural deposits.
	 6.12.4.A single linear feature [702] was recorded in the middle of the trench, following a northwest – southeast alignment. This steep sided, flat bottomed feature was 0.89m wide and 0.46m deep. It was filled by (703), a firm, mid orange-brown, silty-clay. The regularity and sharpness of the cut lead to a high confidence rating for this feature as a ditch.

	 6.13.Trench 8 (TR8)
	Trench plan Figure 31, sections Figure 32, 33, 34, 35.
	 6.13.1.TR8 was located in the centre of the development area orientated on an east -  west alignment. The base of the trench at the western end was cut to 108.95m  OD, and the eastern end to 109.49m OD. The maximum depth of the trench was 0.63m BGL. The features are described from west to east.
	 6.13.2.The topsoil (801) had a maximum thickness of 0.25m. Below the topsoil was (802), a firm, mid orange-brown, silty-clay with occasional chalk inclusions. This deposit was seen throughout TR8 and had a maximum thickness of 0.25m. This material lies above the natural boulder clay (803). Context (802) represents the upper horizon of the natural boulder clay that has been disturbed and reworked by plough action. A single feature, [807], could be seen cutting this material in section. Natural boulder clay (803) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence exposed in this trench.
	 6.13.3.Linear feature [804] crossed the trench on a northwest – southeast alignment. It measured 1.20m wide, 0.35m deep and was filled by (805), a soft, mid orange-brown, clay with occasional chalk inclusions. This feature has a high confidence rating and is interpreted as a ditch.
	 6.13.4.Linear feature [807] crosses the trench on an approximately north – south alignment. This small ditch or gully is filled by (806), a firm, mid brown, clay. This feature has a high confidence rating and clearly cut through the disturbed natural boulder clay (802). this feature represents a continuation of ditch [508].
	 6.13.5.Discreet feature [811] was sub-circular in plan and extended under the southern baulk. It was 0.70m across and filled by (810), a firm, mid orange-brown clay. This shallow pit has a high confidence rating as it could clearly be seen in section to cut [809].
	 6.13.6.Linear feature [809] was 0.46m wide, 0.19m deep and aligned northeast – southwest. This feature was filled by (808), a firm, mid orange-brown, clay and was clearly cut by pit [811]. The regularity of the profile of this feature leads to a high confidence rating that this is the base of a shallow ditch or gully.
	 6.13.7.Feature [813] was sub-circular in plan. This straight sided, flat bottomed feature was 0.24m deep. It was filled by (812), a firm, mid orange-brown clay. The clean, regular nature of the cut leads to a high confidence rating that this is either a shallow pit or large post hole.
	 6.13.8.ditchs [815] and [816] both cross the trench on a north – south alignment. These two cuts were originally thought to be the same feature. However, feature [816] could clearly be seen to cut feature [815] in section.
	 6.13.9.Linear feature [816] was 1.45m wide, yet only 0.21m deep. It was filled by (817), a firm, mid orange-brown, clay. Although not visible in section, a thin lens of Light gray, silty-clay was recorded in the top of this feature in plan. This feature has a high confidence rating and is interpreted as a ditch.
	 6.13.10.Ditch [818] truncated [815]. The latter was filled by (814), a firm, mid orange-brown, clay. This feature has a moderate confidence rating, it remains unclear whether this represents a natural or an archaeological feature.
	 6.13.11.Feature [820] extended under the northern baulk. Filled by (819) a firm, mid orange-brown, clay, this feature was only 0.10m deep. It has a moderate confidence rating and may well represent a natural feature.
	 6.13.12.Ditches [804], [807], [809] and [818]as well as pits [811] and [813] all have a high confidence rating. Ditches [815] and [820] have a moderate confidence rating and may represent natural features.

	 6.14.Trench 9 (TR9)
	Trench plan Figure 36, sections Figure 37.
	 6.14.1.Located in the south of the development area, on a northeast – southwest alignment, TR9 was shortened to 35m due to the presence of several portable buildings. 
	 6.14.2.The base of the trench at the southwestern end was machined down to 109.45m OD, and the northeastern end to 109.37m OD. The trench was deepest at the northeastern end, where it was 1.18m BGL.
	 6.14.3.The topsoil (904) had a maximum depth of 0.30m. Below this was the subsoil (903), a mid reddish-brown, clayey-silt with a maximum recorded thickness of 0.25m. Boulder clay (901) formed the base of the stratigraphic sequence, with frequent large pockets of (900), a mid, reddish-brown, clayey-silt with occasional chalk inclusions.
	 6.14.4.A possible palaeo-channel [908] is present in the first 17m of the northeast of the trench. Only the southern edge of this east – west aligned feature is visible. A slot was excavated into the centre of this feature, showing it to be 0.55m deep. The basal fill, (906) was a firm, dark reddish-brown, clayey-silt. This was covered by (907), a light orange mottled grey, slightly clayey-silt with frequent small to large lenses of boulder clay. Some of these lenses were clearly aligned east – west, suggestive of a flowing stream. The section excavated through the feature clearly showed a ridge of natural boulder clay, in between two possible channels.


	 7. Finds and environmental samples
	 7.1.Environmental Samples
	 7.1.1.A single environmental sample was recovered from primary ditch fill (109) and submitted for assessment. Two weed seeds, probably representing modern contamination, and several small fragments of CBM were recovered. No further work is recommended.
	 7.1.2.The full environmental assessment report (Campion 2008) is reproduced in appendix 2.

	 7.2.Flint
	 7.2.1.A total of six pieces of flint were recovered from site, comprising of five distinct flint materials. Of the six pieces, three were unstratified hand collected from the surface, in the west of the development area. The remaining three were recovered from secure contexts, (101) - topsoil, (109) – primary ditch fill and (317) – ditch fill. Contexts (109) and (317) both also produced CBM, suggesting that the flints are residual.
	 7.2.2.Four pieces appear to be deliberately worked tools, one piece of debitage and a naturally struck fragment.
	 7.2.3.The tools comprise a single blade, a backed blade and two scrapers. The forms of these tools are typical of the late Neolithic and Bronze Age tools identified in the area.
	 7.2.4.There were five distinct materials present in the assemblage, four of which were utilised for tool production. The lack of waste material and debitage could be an indication that the assemblage is made up of discarded tools rather than the site of tool production.
	 7.2.5.The flint assemblage is focused on the western portion of the development area. Unfortunately, none of the features were dated by the flint finds they contained, as all contained much more recent material, suggesting the flints were residual.
	 7.2.6.A full assessment of the flint (Poole 2008) is provided as appendix 3.

	 7.3.The Ceramics
	 7.3.1.Several small fragments of abraded CBM were recovered from spread (305).
	 7.3.2.Ditch fill (317) yielded a small and a medium fragment of abraded CBM, probably brick.
	 7.3.3.A small, broken piece of CBM that appears to be a ?tile fragment of unknown date was recovered from spread (401).
	 7.3.4.Although CBM has produced the only dating evidence form the site, no further work is suggested for the ceramic assemblage. 

	 7.4.Metal Finds
	 7.4.1.A single broken, corroded fragment of Iron was recovered from ditch fill (507), probably representing a post medieval fixing or fastening.
	 7.4.2.The metal assemblage is not significant.


	 8. Discussion and Conclusions
	 8.1.The evaluation has shown that there was moderate evidence for significant archaeological remains within the proposed development area. Although a moderate density of features were recorded, there is a marked paucity of material remains, leaving the majority of the features undated. Similarly, the heavy cryoturbation of the natural boulder clay has produced an often confusing picture within the  evaluation trenches.
	 8.2.Over the west of the development area, a transitional layer of disturbed natural was recorded and plough scars were visible in the base of many of the trenches. Only two features, ditches [508]/[807] and ditch [110] cut the transitional, plough disturbed natural layer, the rest of the features being sealed by this layer. This clearly shows a moderate to high level of plough damage to in-situ archaeological deposits in the west of the development area. A developed subsoil has afforded the archaeolgical features in the east of the development area a higher degree of protection from the plough.
	 8.3.The highest density of features was recorded in the centre, and east of centre, of the development area. The majority of features recorded during the evaluation were  ditches. Due to the poor drainage qualities of the underlying boulder clay, it is  probable that these represent drainage ditches.  
	 8.4.Prehistoric
	 8.4.1.Several Late Neolithic / Early Bronze Age flints were recovered as either surface, or residual finds. These were limited to the west of the development area, providing evidence of the earliest activity on site.
	 8.4.2.In the centre of the development area, three post holes ([511], [513] & [515]) appear to represent 3 corners of a square structure. Possibly a 'four poster building' of Bronze or Iron Age date. This may be indicative of low level occupation in the vicinity. However, the lack of finds suggests this may not be the case.  

	 8.5.Post roman
	 8.5.1.A series of features are loosely dated by the presence of CBM.
	 8.5.2.Ditches [508] and [807] represent the same north-south aligned feature. CBM and a small fragment of metal were recovered from [508]. Both excavated sections of this feature were clearly seen to cut the disturbed, natural transition layer. Taking into account this ditches perpendicular alignment to the road, and it's high position in the stratigraphic sequence, it seems likely that it represents a relatively recent field boundary ditch. Although undated, ditch [210] followed the same alignment as the above feature and is possibly a remnant of the same, now unused, system of landscape division.
	 8.5.3.CBM was also recovered from ditch [110], that again cut the disturbed natural transition layer, suggesting it may also be related to the above mentioned phase of earlier land division.
	 8.5.4.CBM was also recovered from ditch [318]. This was truncated by ditch [316], suggesting both of these features are of a more recent date.
	 8.5.5.Two small spreads, (305) and (401) also contained CBM.

	 8.6.Undated features - Centre
	 8.6.1.Ditches [519] and [612] both run east – west, share an alignment and have a similar profile. It is therefore suggested that they represent the same ditch. This is the most substantial feature on site. Lying to the south, and within ten metres of the above mentioned ditch is a substantial stake hole [522] and a pair of post holes: [615] and [625].  It is tempting to associate these features  with the post hole group (provisionally dated as Bronze / Iron Age) excavated immediately to the  northwest of ditch [519] / [612].
	 8.6.2.Together with several other features, including multiphase, intercutting ditches in the north of TR6, these features represent the focus of past activity on the site. 

	 8.7.Undated features – other
	 8.7.1.Linears [212] and [524] are aligned east-west across the north of the development area. These aligned features are of the same size and profile, and are filed by similar material, suggesting they are the same feature.
	 8.7.2.Ditches [804] and [809], in the south of the development area, are also similar in nature and could potentially join to form a corner, possibly of a small compound or enclosure.
	 8.7.3.Feature [908] seems to be a shallow palaeo-channel. The excavated slot suggests that there may have been more than one stream course, whilst the linear boulder clay lenses in the upper fill suggest a flowing stream course.

	 8.8.Conclusion
	 8.9.The results are of local importance, the preservation of the archaeology is good to moderate, due to plough damage.  The artefact concentration is low.
	 8.10.A high concentration of features was noted in the centre of the development area, with a moderate number of features recorded across the rest of the area.
	 8.11.Although undated, the form of the features in the centre of the site suggests that the evaluation may have encountered the edge of a prehistoric settlement.
	 8.12.As the majority of the features remain undated, a firmer interpretation would require further work to ascertain the date of the remains. 
	 8.13.A suitable mitigation strategy for the site is likely to involve a combination of open area excavation and watching brief during the intrusive groundworks.



