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1 Introduction 

1.1 Site background 

The site of 85 Fleet Street lies on the south side of Fleet Street and is bounded on the 
west by Salisbury Court, on the south by St Bride’s Passage, on the east by St Bride’s 
Church and on the north by Fleet Street. The Ordnance Survey National Grid 
reference is 531520 181138 (Fig 1).  
 
Following assessment of the site (MoLAS 2005 an archaeological watching brief was 
carried out in accordance with the Method Statement (MoLAS Sept 2005) and the 
MoLAS Archaeological Site Manual (MoLAS, 1994). 
 
The work was commissioned from MoLAS by DP9 on behalf of the client.  

1.2 The proposed development 

The proposed works comprise the refurbishment of the present office building 
involving the construction of new lifts with required lift pits.   The greater part of the 
existing slab (at a height of 7.13m OD) is being retained but an area towards the 
centre of the site where the slab is presently at a higher level is being reduced to the 
same common level (by c 1m)   

1.3 Planning background 

The watching brief was carried out to fulfil a condition on planning consent.  

1.4 Results of the watching brief 

In total, five separate interventions (trenches) were made (Fig 2). These have been 
numbered 1 to 5 consecutively. There follows a brief description of the trenches 
 
Trench 1 
A mass concrete area measuring c 12m long by 5m wide and c 1m higher than the rest 
of the site was reduced to the same level as the rest of the basement. A 2m by 2m by 
1.30m deep test pit was excavated adjacent to the north-eastern side of the concrete 
mass into the basement floor. Natural gravel was located 1.17m below the basement 
floor level at a height of 5.96m OD, beneath a 1.17m thick concrete slab 
 
 
Trench 2    
In the area of proposed lift pit 2, a 2m by 2m by 1m deep trench was excavated, 
revealing mass concrete with rebar. 
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Trench 3    
In the area of proposed lift pit 3, a 900mm by 600mm by 600mm deep trench was 
excavated, revealing mass concrete with rebar. 
 
Trench 4    
In the area of proposed lift pit 4, a 1m by 800mm by 600mm deep trench was 
excavated, revealing mass concrete with rebar. 
 
Trench 5    
In the area of proposed lift pit 5, a 2m by 600 by 1.20m deep trench was excavated, 
revealing mass concrete with rebar. 

2 Conclusions and publication  

A short note on the results of the watching brief will appear in the annual round up of 
the London Archaeologist  

3 Bibliography 

Corporation of London, 2002 Unitary Development Plan 
 
Corporation of London Department of Planning and Transportation, 2004 Planning 
Advice Note 3: Archaeology in the City of London, Archaeology Guidance, London   
 
MoLAS, 2005 85 Fleet Street, archaeological impact assessment  
 
MoLAS, Sept 2005, 85 Fleet Street, Method Statement for an archaeological 
excavation and watching brief  
 
Museum of London, 1994 Archaeological Site Manual 3rd edition 
 
Museum of London, 2002 A research framework for London archaeology 2002 
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