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1 Introduction 

1.1 Site background 

The site of 9 Islington High Street lies on the west side of Islington High Street and is 
bounded on the west by an open courtyard, on the south by 7 Islington High Street, 
and on the north by 11 Islington High Street. The Ordnance Survey National Grid 
reference is 531429 183189 (Fig 1).  
 
Geotechnical trial pits were monitored by a MoLAS archaeologist, to satisfy a 
planning condition. 
 
 
The work was commissioned from MoLAS by Proun Architects.  

1.2 The proposed development 

The proposed works comprise a basement extension to the rear of 9 Islington High 
Street.   

1.3 Planning background 

The evaluation was carried out to fulfil planning condition 3 on Planning Application 
No. P030854.  

1.4 Results of the evaluation 

In total, two trial holes were excavated but only two (2 and 3) were monitored (Fig 2), 
trial pit 1 having been excavated and shored prior to attendance by the MoLAS 
archaeologist. These have been numbered 1 to 3 consecutively. There follows a brief 
description of the trenches 
 
Trial hole 2    
Trench 2 was located against the external wall of the building in the southwestern 
corner of the site and measured 2.25m by 1.30m by 2.30m deep. An homogenous 
deposit consisting of brown mixed silty sand, gravel and bricks was recorded over a 
salt-glazed service pipe running in an east-west direction at the base of the trench. No 
archaeological deposits were evident.   
 
Trial hole 3    
Trial hole 3 was located just over 3m to the northeast of trial hole 2 and measured 
1.50m east-west by 1m north-south and 2.50m deep. Natural sandy clay was located 
2.10m below the ground level at 34.07m OD and was sealed by three layers of mixed 
rubble and sandy silty clay, the top of which was recorded at a height of 35.67m OD. 



[IGH05]Watching brief report  MOLAS 

  a:\archive\depos\molas_transfer\digtransfer14\igh05\wb01.doc 4 

These deposits represent backfill deposits of the service pipe trench visible in trial 
hole 2. Above this was a layer of concrete which was sealed by a rubble concrete 
layer, the latter representing the current ground level at a height of 36.17m OD. No 
archaeological deposits were observed or recorded. 
 

2 Conclusions and publication  

No archaeological deposits were observed in the trial pits. This might be due to 
truncation as a result of construction work when 9 Islington High Street was built. A 
short note on the results of the watching brief will appear in the annual round up of the 
London Archaeologist  
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