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Summary (non-technical) 
This report has been commissioned by the McLaren Group on behalf of the client to
record and assess the results of a watching brief carried out at Marble Arch House, 
Edgware Road, London, WC2.

A watching brief was monitored between 20th June and 9th August 2012 during 
underpinning works, and ground reduction. An earlier watching brief was carried out 
in June 2011 during excavation of geotechnical pits but no archaeological features 
were recorded 

Natural deposits of gravels were observed sealed by modern rubble.  The remains of 
a late 19th century wall foundation were recorded during underpinning works in the 
south-eastern part of the site. 
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Fig 1  Site location

Based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of
the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead
to prosecution or civil proceedings. City of London 100023243 2012.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Site background 
The watching brief took place at Marble Arch House, Edgeware Road, Westminster, 
W2, hereafter called ‘the site’ (Fig 1).  The site is bounded on the west side by 
Edgeware Road, Seymour Street to the south, Seymour Place to the east Hampden 
Gurney Street and residential buildings to the north (Fig 2). The centre of the site is 
at OS National Grid Reference 527657 181117.  The site is located in a relatively flat 
area with a gentle slope from north-east to south-west. The modern ground level is at 
26.50m OD immediately to the west of the site.  The early 20th century basement in 
the west of the site lies at 23.90m OD. The site code is SEU10. 

A written scheme of investigation (WSI) was previously prepared for this watching 
brief (MOLA 2012). Archaeological watching briefs were carried out during 
geotechnical investigations in 2010 (MOLA 2010), in May 2011 (MOLA 2011, May) 
and June 2011 (MOLA 2011, June).

The works involved monitoring pile probing, excavation for pile caps, ground beams 
and underpinning. 

1.2 The planning and legislative framework 
The planning and legislative background for the site was summarised in the previous 
Archaeological desk-based assessment (MOLA 2009, section 3). Since planning 
permission was granted the Government issued the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) in March 2012 (DCLG 2012). Additionally the strategies and 
policies for the whole of the Greater London area are now contained within the 
London Plan of the Greater London Authority (GLA July 2011). 

1.3 Planning background
Planning permission has been granted for the development of the site. Condition 36 
relating to archaeology was attached to the consent. 

1.4 Origin and scope of the report 
This report was commissioned by the McLaren Group on behalf of the client and 
produced by Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA).  The report has been 
prepared within the terms of the relevant Standard specified by the Institute for 
Archaeologists (IFA, 2001). 

The purpose of the watching brief was to determine whether archaeological remains 
or features were present on the site and, if so, to record the nature and extent of 
such remains.  A number of more site-specific research aims and objectives were 
established in the preceding Method Statement (MOLA 2012), and are outlined in the 
following section. 

The purpose of the present report is to analyse the results of the watching brief 
against the original research aims, and to suggest what further work, including 
analysis or publication (if any), should now take place.
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1.5 Aims and objectives  
The following research aims and objectives were established in the Method
Statement for the watching brief (Section 2.2): 

1 What was the level of natural topography? 

2 What are the earliest deposits identified?  

3 Is there any evidence of cut features on the site such as wells, ditches and 
pits/quarry pits? 

4 Does evidence of earlier foundations associated with structures pre-dating the 
existing buildings survive on the site?

5 What are the latest deposits identified?  

All research is undertaken within the priorities established in the Museum of London’s 
A research framework for London Archaeology, 2002 
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2 Topographical and historical background 

2.1 Archaeological background 
A description of the geology, archaeology and history of the site was presented in the 
previous Archaeological desk-based assessment (MOLA 2009). A brief resume is 
provided here. 

The site is located in a relatively flat are at 26.50m OD with a gentle slope from 
northeast to southwest. Archaeological investigations nearby showed truncated 
natural sands and gravels at levels between c 24.00m and 25.30m OD. 

The nature of possible archaeological survival in the area of the proposed 
development is summarised here, taking into account the levels of natural geology 
and the level and nature of later disturbance and truncation. 

The location of the site on well drained gravels close to predictable resources of the 
rivers Tyburn and Westbourne would have made the area ideal for settlement. 
Antiquarian discoveries of Palaeolithic and later prehistoric implements indicate early 
human activity in the study area. There is also potential for the discovery of residual 
Palaeolithic artefacts within the gravels or redeposited in Roman quarry fills. 

There is little evidence of Roman activity in the vicinity of the site despite its location 
close to the projected line of Roman roads, which have not been archaeologically 
recorded in the area. It is likely that the site lay in open fields or woodland during this 
period, some distance from a possible settlement centred on a bridge crossing the 
Tyburn.

The site probably lay in open fields, some distance from the known settlements 
during the medieval period. Documentary evidence shows that by the early 19th

century the site became built up as part of the general 18th and 19th century urban 
expansion into the areas surrounding London and Westminster. Construction of the 
existing buildings (the late 18th century terraced houses in the east of the site and the 
early 20th century building in the west), and in particular their basements, will have 
removed areas of post-medieval stratigraphy (i.e. floor levels, yard surfaces, etc). 
However, deep cut features such as ditches, cellars, conduits, cisterns, wells and pits 
may possibly survive below the truncation level. Nos 62-64 Seymour Street appear to 
date back to the late 18th century and are considered an important part of the 
archaeological record. 
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3 The watching brief

3.1 Methodology 
All archaeological excavation and recording during the watching brief was done in 
accordance with the Method Statement (MOLA 2012) and the Archaeological Site 
Manual (MoLAS, 1994). 

Ground reduction and underpinning works carried out by contractors were monitored   
by a member of staff from the Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA).

The location of the area of excavation is shown on Fig 2 and was taken from plans 
supplied by McLaren.

The heights of observations and/or archaeological remains were recorded relative to   
a basement value of 23.90m OD. 

The site has produced one site plan, and 6 digital photographs. 

The site records can be found under the site code SEU10 in the MoL archive 

3.2 Results of the watching brief 
Two interventions were monitored on the site; a series of underpinning holes located 
on the east side of the site and ground reduction across the western and southern 
areas of the site (Fig 2). 

Watching Brief on Underpinning Holes 1-4 
Location  66-68 Seymour Street 
Dimensions 3.20m x 1.50mx 1.50m deep 
Basement level 23.90mOD 
Depth of archaeological deposits seen 0.50m  
Level of base of deposits observed 23.40mOD 
Natural observed Gravel over sand  23.40m OD 

Watching Brief Ground reduction 
Location  Edgeware Road 
Dimensions C 5m x 25m 
Basement ground level 23.90m OD 
Depth of archaeological deposits seen N/A 
Level of base of deposits observed  N/A 
Natural observed Gravel over sand 23.40m OD 

The remains of a late 19th century wall foundation measuring 1.20m long by 1.00m 
wide by 0.50m deep was recorded in underpinning hole 2 (see fig 2).
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4 Potential of archaeology 

4.1 Original research aims 

 What was the level of natural topography? 

Natural sandy clay silt was found to be at its highest in the southwest part of the site 
at c 35.80m OD sloping gradually down to the southeast where it was at its lowest at 
34.66m OD 

 What are the earliest deposits identified?  

No archaeological deposits were indentified. 

 Is there any evidence of prehistoric activity on the site? 

No prehistoric activity was recorded in the areas observed. 

 Is there any evidence of cut feature son the site such as wells, ditches and 
pits/quarry pits? 

No evidence for cut features was found on the site. 

 Does evidence of earlier foundations associated with structures pre-dating the 
existing buildings survive on the site?

The remains of a late 19th century wall foundation were located on the east side of 
the site and probably relate to one of the terrace houses fronting onto Seymour 
Street.

 What are the latest deposits identified?  

The remains of a robbed out land drain at the eastern end of the haul road. 

4.2 New research aims 
The absence of any features or identifiable archaeological deposits has generated no 
new research aims. 

4.3 Significance of the data 
The archaeological evidence is of local significance and there is nothing to suggest 
that they are of regional or national importance. 
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5 Publication and archiving 

Information on the results of the excavation will be made publicly available by means 
of a database in digital form, to permit inclusion of the site data in any future 
academic researches into the development of London. 

The site archive containing original records and finds will be stored in accordance 
with the terms of the WSI (MOLA, 2012) with the LAARC (London Archaeological 
Archive Centre) within 12 months of the end of the watching brief.

In view of the very limited potential of the material (Sections 4) and the relatively 
limited significance of the data (Section 4.3) it is suggested that a short note on the 
results of the watching brief should appear in the annual round up of the London
Archaeologist.
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6 Conclusions

The evidence from the areas of investigation site indicate that the basements across 
the site have truncated all significant archaeological deposits with the only surviving 
elements relating to 19th century foundations of buildings fronting onto Seymour 
Street.
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Fig 4  Photograph showing ground reduction on south side of site (looking SE)

Fig 3  Photograph showing ground reduction on south side of site (looking NW)
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