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This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out by MOLA at 5–11 
Pope Street, Southwark,  London SE1. The report was commissioned from MOLA by the 
Client, Pope Street (SE1) Ltd

In accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation (MOLA 2016) an evaluation was 
carried out in one trench in conjunction with geoarchaeological augering on the site between  
9th and 12th February 2016

Evidence for part of the southern downslope of the Horsleydown eyot (island) and 
palaeochannel was found on the site. The geoarchaeological study, integrated within this 
report has helped to inform on how natural topography of the local area has changed over
the last 10,000 years. Initially the gravel surface, which approximates with the early 
Mesolithic land surface, indicated a slope into a deep Pleistocene channel. Over time, as 
environmental conditions changed and the channel became redundant, a peat developed 
across the site probably dated to the Bronze Age period. The upper alluvial clay deposits 
which inundated the peat were topped by a soil deposit dated to the medieval period, though 
the ground was still marginal and prone to flooding.

Attempts at land reclamation and drainage management also began in the medieval period 
and continued until the 17th/18th century, when the land was used for agricultural purposes.
In the later 18th/early 19th century, a building was constructed on the area.

Due to the results of the archaeological evaluation exercise, relative low significance of the 
archaeological deposits recorded and low impact on any remains caused by piled 
foundations it is suggested that no further archaeological work is required at the site.  
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Front cover: Photograph of the geoarchaeological coring of auger hole 1 (AH1) at the 
northern end of the evaluation trench (looking south)

Fig 1 Site Location  
Fig 2 Area of the evaluation  
Fig 3 Plan of trench showing ditches [6]  
Fig 4 West facing section  
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Assessment

Written Scheme of Investigation 

5 - Before any work hereby authorised begins, excluding demolition, the 
applicant shall submit a written scheme of investigation for a programme of 
archaeological recording, which shall be approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority and implemented and shall not be carried out other than in 
accordance  with any such approval given.

Reason: In order that the details of the programme of archaeological 
excavation and recording works are suitable with regard to the impacts of the 
proposed development and the nature and extent of archaeological remains 
on the site in accordance with Chapter 12, paragraph 141 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework, policy 12 of the Core Strategy 2011 and saved 
policy 3.19 of the Southwark Plan 2007.

6 - Before any work hereby authorised begins, the applicant shall secure the 
implementation of a programme of archaeological evaluation works in 
accordance with a written scheme of investigation shall be submitted and
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

Reason: In order that the applicants supply the necessary archaeological 
information to ensure suitable mitigation measures and/or foundation design 
proposals be presented in accordance with Chapter 12, paragraph 141 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework, policy 12 of the Core Strategy 2011 and 
saved policy 3.19 of the Southwark Plan 2007.
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Fig 2
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Fig 5
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Table 1 Sedimentary units recorded in the auger holes (AH1-3; PPE16)
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Table 3
Table 3

Table 2 Pottery

Context Material Sherds/ 
Fragments 

Date Brief Comments Fabric 

1 pot 1 1680-1710 AO19 clay pipe  CTP 
1 pot 5 1820-1840 Yellow ware baking dish  YELL 
1 pot 1 1820-1840 Yellow ware jug  YELL 
1 pot 1 1820-1840 English stoneware jar  ENGS 
1 pot 1 1820-1840 Bone china egg  cup BONE 
1 pot 1 1820-1840 Bone china bowl BONE 
1 pot 1 1820-1840 Cream ware bowl CREA 
1 pot 2 1820-1840 Willow pattern plate TPW2 
1 pot 1 1820-1840 Willow pattern tureen TPW2 
1 pot 2 1820-1840 Willow pattern wild rose plate TPW2 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Yellow slip ware bowl YELL SLIP 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Yellow ware bowl YELL 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Surrey Hampshire Border Redware 

chamber pot/cooking pot/paint pot 
RBOR 

2 pot 4 1820-1840 Cream ware chamber pot CREA 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 English stoneware jug ENGS 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Pearl ware dish PEAR 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Pearl ware with underlay blue 

decoration saucer 
PEARBW 

2 pot 1 1820-1840 Tin glazed plate TGW 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Transfer printed pearl ware saucer PEARTR2 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Transfer printed ware bowl TPW2 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Transfer printed ware bowl TPW2 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Pearl ware earth colours saucer PEARERTH 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Pear ware polychrome saucer PEARPOLY 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Transfer printed ware plate TPW6 
2 pot 1 1820-1840 Lustre ware cup LUST 
4 pot 1 1820-1840 Red border ware rounded bowl RBOR 
4 pot 1 1760-1840 Cream ware CREA 
4 pot 1 1580-1910 Clay pipe stem CTP 
5 pot 1 1630-1700 Red border ware bowl RBOR 
5 pot 1 1630-1700 Tin glazed ware jar TGWD 
8 pot 1 1240-1350 London type ware jug LOND 
8 pot 1 1240-1350 London type ware unidentified LOND 
8 pot 3 1550 Red border ware RBOR 
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Table 3 – Accessioned finds

Context Material  Accession Date Brief Comments 
8 wood <1> unknown Perforated wooden disc 
8 Iron  unknown Fe fragment, unidentified 
 

Table 4 – Animal bone

Context Sample Species Quantity Brief Comments 
8 <1> fish 1 Unidentifiable gill arch 
8 <1> fish 2 Fish vertebrae (cod family) 
8 <1> bird 1 fragment Coracoids, small chicken (knife cut) 
8 <1> Sheep/goat 1 2nd phalange (middle toe), adult 
8 <1> unidentifiable 20 frags Mammal bone 

c
c

c
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What is the nature and level of nature and level of topography?

c

What are the earliest deposits identified?

What is the topographical and environmental profile, particularly in the early periods, 
of the site and how does it refine the predictive models for the area?

Does the site lie within the limits of a palaeochannel?

Is there any evidence of prehistoric activity on the site?

Is there any evidence of medieval activity on the site? If present, how does this
relate to the possible medieval ditch at 168 Tower Bridge Road?

Fig 3 Fig 5
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By-Laws, Standards and Policy 
Statements of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, Standard and guidance: field 
evaluation

By-Laws, Standards and 
Policy Statements of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists: Standards and guidance: the 
creation, compilation deposition and transfer of archaeological archives 

National Planning Policy 
Framework)

Excavations at 36 - 40 Tanner Street and 159 - 161 Tower Bridge Road, 
Bermondsey,

The Pleistocene history of the lower thames valley
The London Plan. Spatial Development Strategy for 

Greater London 
The London Plan, Spatial Development Strategy 

Historic England Greater London Archaeology Advisory Service, 2015
Guidelines for Archaeological Projects in Greater London 
Jones, A P, Tucker, M E, and Hart, J H, 1999. ‘The description and analysis of Quaternary 
stratigraphic field sections’ Technical Guide No.7, Quaternary Research Association, London

A research framework for London archaeology 2002
General Standards for the preparation of archaeological archives 

deposited with the Museum of London

The Holocene evolution of the London 
Thames

Selection, retention and Dispersal of 
Archaeological Collections. Guidelines for use in England, Wales and Northern Ireland

Towards an Accessible Archive. The Transfer of 
Archaeological Archives to Museums:Guidelines for use in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland
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Fig 5  Photograph showing the medieval ditches [6] and [9] and post medieval pit [3] (looking south)
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