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This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out by MOLA at 5
Miles Street, Vauxhall, SW8. The report was commissioned from MOLA by Urbanest on 
behalf of their client.

This two trench evaluation found alluvial clays associated with former Battersea Channel (a 
tributary of the River Thames), 18th-century gully, brick-lined cess pit that went out of use 
some time just after the Metropolitan Commission of Sewers Act 1848, and associated 
garden soil. The site was levelled by the development mid-late 19th-century housing and the 
adjacent railway line. A rare Tudor stove tile was found in the modern made ground.

In view of the results this report concludes that no further work on the site is required but the 
Tudor Stove tile should be presented in the public domain on the MOLA website blog.



Report on archaeological evaluation at MLS16 © MOLA

2
p:\lamb\1209\na\field\eval report\mola_eval_rep_mls16.docx 



Report on archaeological evaluation at MLS16 © MOLA

3
p:\lamb\1209\na\field\eval report\mola_eval_rep_mls16.docx 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Front cover: Tudor stove tile <4>

Fig 1 Site Location  
Fig 2 Trench location  
Fig 3 Trench 1 plan  
Fig 4 Trench 2 plan  
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Photo 1 Trench 1, looking west, 0.5m scale

Photo 2 Brick-lined pit [4], looking south, 0.5m scale
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Photo 3 Trench 2, looking north-east, 0.5m scale
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Table 1 Finds and environmental summary
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Natural gravels and sands were seen at 2.50m OD in Trench 1 and at 1.00m OD in Trench 2 
indicating a slope to the west. Furthermore, a silty clay in Trench 2 indicated this slope was 
part filled, to 2.25m OD, with the marginal deposits from a former river course

With the exception of the natural deposits the earliest features were the brick-lined pit [4] in 
Trench 1 and the possible gully [12] in Trench 2; both dated to the 18th century. These were 
probably contemporary with the garden soil in Trench 1.

There was no prehistoric activity defined on the site.

There was no medieval activity defined on the site.

The site has been developed in the 18th century as the ground of a larger property, but it 
was not till the mid–late 19th century that building remains were identified.

The latest deposit were those associate with the demolition of the mid–late 19th century 
housing.

20th century footings only had localised impact on the site. However if the mid–late 19th-
century development is considered a modern disturbance then it is extensive, removing all 
but the base of any horizontal archaeological stratigraphy and cut features such as wells and 
pits.
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London 
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A research framework for London archaeology

Archaeology in Greater London 1965–
90: a guide to records of excavations by the Museum of London
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