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This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out by MOLA at 
Diana Car Park, Hyde Park, London W1. The report was commissioned from MOLA by 
Transport for London.

In accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation (MOLA 2017) a watching brief was 
carried out on the site between 17th October and 4th December 2017.

The general monitoring of the groundworks in advance of improvements to the car park 
provided llimited opportunity to observe beneath the modern subsurface deposits. However a 
section of a substantial wall was recorded in a tree planting pit. It is highly likely that this wall 
was part of the southern bastion of the 18th-century Kensington Gardens, which formed part 
of its boundary with Hyde Park.
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Fig 1 Site Location  
Fig 2 Areas of watching brief  
Fig 3 Plan of wall [6] in south-west tree planting pit  
Fig 4 Location of wall [6] related to Rocque’s map of 1756  
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Archaeological Impact 
Assessment
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Plate 1 John Rocque's 1756 plan (south bastion in square)
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Written Scheme of 
Investigation 
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Fig 3
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Photo 1

Photo 2 Ground reduction in advance of extending car park, looking North-east
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A light brownish yellow clay with occasional stones was observed in the two south-
western tree planting pits. This deposit was interpreted as a floodplain deposit 
derived from the outcropping London Clay.

The natural clay described above was the earliest deposit identified.

There was no evidence of the prehistoric activity previously identified in the area.

There was no evidence for the Romano-British activity as found previously nearby.

The latest deposits identified were the 18th-century wall [6], identified as part of the 
south bastion that formed part of the boundary to Kensington Gardens, and the 
overlying light brown plastic silty clay with frequent brick and mortar debris; 
interpreted as ground levelling or landscaping.

The upper 0.45m assumed to extend across the area consisted of made ground, 
lawn and tarmac surface formed during the construction of the existing car park.
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Written Scheme of Investigation 

London Archaeologist.
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Archaeological Impact Assessment: Hyde Park Serpentine, City of 
Westminster, London

By-Laws, Standards and Policy 
Statements of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, Standards and guidance

A research framework for London archaeology



Tr
ee

s

20.1m

20.1m

Shelter

Car Park

(site of)South Bastion

526900

18
00

00
18

01
00

WCD17 archaeological watching brief report © MOLA

Fig 1  Site location

0 10kmWestminster

WEST1810WB18#01

the site

scale @ A4

the site

1:1,000 0 50m

0 500m

Contains Ordnance Survey data
© Crown copyright and database right 2014

© Crown Copyright 2018. All rights reserved.
Licence Number 100047514



w
a

ll 
[6

]

c
a

r 
p

a
rk

2
0

.1
m

trees

s
o

u
th

 w
e

s
t

tr
e

e
 p

la
n

ti
n

g
 p

it

5
2

6
8

9
0

/1
8

0
0

6
0

5
2

6
9

6
0

/1
8

0
0

6
0

5
2

6
8

9
0

/1
7

9
9

9
0

5
2

6
9

6
0

/1
7

9
9

9
0

tr
e

e
 p

la
n

ti
n

g
 p

it
s

fo
rm

e
r 

tr
a

ff
ic

 i
s
la

n
d

s

o
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 d

ra
in

a
g

e
 r

u
n

s

c
a

r 
p

a
rk

 e
x
te

n
s
io

n
 (

g
ro

u
n

d
 r

e
d

u
c
ti
o

n
)

WEST1810WB18#02

F
ig

 2
A

re
a

s
 o

f 
w

a
tc

h
in

g
 b

ri
e

f

WCD17 archaeological watching brief report © MOLA

th
e
 s

it
e

2
5

m
0

1
m

 O
D



wall [6]

south-west tree planting pit

526900/180015 526905/180015

526900/180010 526905/180010

WEST1810WB18#03

Fig 3  Plan of wall [6] in south-west tree planting pit
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