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This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out by the 
Museum of London Archaeology Service on the site of land to the r/o 23 Goswell 
Road, London EC1. The report was commissioned from MoLAS by Thornsett Ltd on 
behalf of the client The Medical College of St Bartholomews Hospital Trust. 

Following the recommendations of local planning authority a number of evaluation 
pits/trenches were excavated on the site.

Brickearth was found at between 16.70m OD and 16.80m OD which is similar to the 
brickearth recorded in the 1989 evaluation (16.81m OD). Although no in situ Roman 
remains were found, three redeposited fragments of Roman pottery and tile were 
recovered from the site. 

A plan showing the conjectured layout of the medieval Carthusian monastery, based 
partly on the Mount Grace monastery in Yorkshire, predicted a latrine to be present 
on the western boundary of the site. The presence of this latrine was confirmed during 
the evaluation. The masonry latrine had an outfall or lip which feed into a linear 
drain. The drain was aligned east–west and appeared to have once had a stone lining 
which had been robbed. Covered or open stone lined drains, such as those still 
surviving at Mount Grace, were a common monastic feature. The masonry latrine has 
been preserved in situ. 

A gravel surface recorded at c 17.40m OD is probably a contemporary with the 
ground surface associated with the listed post-medieval wall which is preserved in 
situ on the northern edge of the site. The gravel may be the surface of a courtyard on 
the south side of the wall accessed from the garden to the north via a 2.85m wide 
doorway.

The blocking of the doorway in the wall may be contemporary with the deposition of 
up to 2m of dumped deposits on the site. The garden wall appears to have then acted 
as a retaining wall for a laystall. It is likely given the depth of deposits on the western 
side of the site that this side was also supported by a wall. Given the suggestion that 
the front wall of the cells may have remained for some time after the Dissolution, part 
of a western laystall retaining wall could have been the eastern or back wall of the 
monastic cells although there is no direct evidence for this as the line of the cell wall 
lay to the west beyond the limit of the excavation. However the dump deposit, which 
included remains of painted plaster, recorded at 0.25m above the gravel courtyard 
surface would indicate that substantial remains of the monastery were still being 
robbed in the late 16th/early 17th century. 

The dump material is very similar in appearance and composition to deposits 
recorded 400m to the north at 1–13 Seward Street and 15–29 Seward Street (Knight 
and Phillpotts, in prep). The Seward Street sites were located 25m to the east of 
Goswell Road while this site is located 25m to the west of Goswell Road.

The bulk of the pottery dates to the 16th to early 17th centuries and relate to 
household or light industrial refuse; the pottery dates would suggest that the various 
refuse deposits were dumped over a relatively short time span perhaps only a few 

i
P:\ISLI\1154\na\Finds\Field\eva01.doc



GWO05 Evaluation Report  MoLAS

years. The finds and environmental assemblages from the site contain material from 
multiple sources, discarded away from site of its use and no longer in situ or what 
could be classified as ‘secondary refuse’. The refuse deposits were truncated by a 
series of 19th century basement walls.

The proposed redevelopment at the rear of 23 Goswell Road, London EC1 involves 
the construction of 23 piles from ground level, three will be within the central area of 
the site, three along the western perimeter, seven along the southern perimeter, four 
along the eastern perimeter wall and two piles set back from and parallel to the listed 
wall on the northern perimeter. A further four piles will be located on the northern 
perimeter of the lift and stair core, the lift pit being approximately 1800mm below 
ground level. No further work is required as the archaeological evaluation was 
targeted to mitigate the removal of archaeological deposits within the footprint of 
each pile position and the lift and stair core. 
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Front cover: a drawing showing Charterhouse in 1770
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Archaeological impact assessment

Evaluation report 

A Research Framework for London Archaeology

Method Statement 
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Middlesex

Middlesex
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Archaeological Site Manual 
Method Statement 
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3.2.1 Evaluation Trench 7 

Evaluation Trench 7 
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3.2.2 Evaluation Trench A 

Evaluation Trench A 
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3.2.3 Evaluation Pit B 

Evaluation Pit B 

in situ
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3.2.4 Evaluation Pit C 

Evaluation Pit C 
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Evaluation reports 

Period Rarity Documentation
Survival/Condition Fragility/Vulnerability Diversity Potential

Criterion 1: period

Criterion 2: rarity 

Criterion 3: documentation 

c

Criterion 4: group value

Criterion 5: survival/condition 
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Criterion 6: fragility 

in situ

Criterion 7: diversity 

per se 

Criterion 8: potential 
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The London Charterhouse,

Code of Good Practice 
On Archaeological Heritage in Urban Development Policies; adopted at the 15th 
plenary session in Strasbourg on 8-10 March 2000 

Planning Policy Guidance 16, Archaeology 
and Planning

St Bartholomew's Hospital Medical College, 
Charterhouse Buildings, Clerkenwell Road, and Goswell Road, London EC1- 
Archaeological impact assessment

Exploring Our Past, Strategies for the Archaeology of 
England

Capital Archaeology. Strategies for sustaining the 
historic legacy of a world city

Management of Archaeological Projects (MAP2) 

Archaeological Guidance Papers 1-5

Archaeological Guidance Papers 6 
Ragged London in 1861

South and East Clerkenwell, Survey of London 
Vol XLVI 

By-Laws, Standards and Policy 
Statements of the Institute of Field Archaeologists, ( Standard and 
guidance: field evaluation 

By-Laws, Standards and 
Policy Statements of the Institute of Field Archaeologists: Standards and guidance 
the collection, documentation conservation and research of archaeological materials

LAMAS trans
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Mount Pleasant Mail Centre Farringdon Road, 
London EC1 London Boroughs of Camden and Islington – An Archaeological impact 
assessment,

 Unitary Development Plan

Archaeological Site Manual 3rd edition 

A research framework for London archaeology 2002

New History of London 

Land to the r/o23 Goswell Road, London EC1 - A Method Statement 
for archaeological evaluation 

Archaeology in Greater London 
1965-90: a guide to records of excavations by the Museum of London

Old and New London

Middlesex
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Introduction/Methodology

54



GWO05 Evaluation Report  MoLAS

Charred plant remains

Triticum
Triticum aestivum/turgidum Secale cereale

Hordeum ) Avena

Rumex Galium

 Mineralised plant remains

Waterlogged plant remains

Ficus carica Vitis vinifera Sambucus
nigra Rubus Fragaria

Chenopodium Atriplex Papaver
Polygnum aviculare Aethusa cynapium Lamium

Carex Reseda luteola

Faunal Remains
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Artefactual Remains 

Summary and general discussion 

Outstanding work required 

Botanical remains 
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Other biological remains 

Botanical remains 

The botanical remains 
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Botanical remains 

Zadenatlas der Nederlansche Flora

Atlas of Seeds and small fruits of North-west European plant 
species. Part 3 Saliceaea-Cruciferae.

Flora of the British Isles. 3rd edition.

New Flora of the British Isles
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Table 1 Finds and environmental archive general summary 

Table 2 Building material 
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Early medieval fabric 

Late medieval fabrics 

Floor tile 

Roofing tile 

Moulding

Ashlar
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Roofing

Roofing/paving

Rubble

Tudor fabric 

Later fabric 

Undated fabrics 

Floor tile 
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c c

Roofing tile 

Red brick 
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Site archive: finds and environmental, quantification and description 

Table 3 Finds and environmental archive general summary 

Table 4 Contents of animal bone archive 
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Ovis aries/Capra
hircus Bos taurus

Gallus
gallus Anser anser Sus scrofa

Osmerus eperlanus
Pleuronectes platessa

Melanogrammus aeglefinus Anguilla
anguilla Conger conger Scomber scombrus

Oryctolagus cuniculus
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Marine molluscs 

Ostrea edulis 
Mytilus edulis 

Cerastoderma edule Littorina
littorea Buccinum undatum

Terrestrial molluscs 

Freshwater molluscs 
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RRA01 What are the characteristics of the local fish and meat diet in terms of skeletal 
representation and age-group? 
RRA02 What butchery tools and techniques techniques were in use? 

RRA01 What habitat characteristics are indicated by the terrestrial snails from dump 
[523] and drain fill [538]? 
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Linnean Society of London synopses of the British fauna (new series) no. 6 

Seashore of Britain and Europe

Atlas of the land and freshwater molluscs of Britain and Ireland

Atlas of animal bones for prehistorians, archaeologists and 
Quaternary geologists 
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Jacqui Pearce

Table 5 Finds and environmental archive general summary 

The pottery 

Table 6 Pottery summary 

Table 7 Date range of assemblage 
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Roman pottery 

Medieval pottery (  400–1500) 

Post-medieval (  1500–1900) 
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sgraffito

Bartmann

Assessment work outstanding (all periods) 

General discussion of potential 
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Finds analysis/investigation 

Work required for illustration/photography 

Preparation for deposition in the archive 
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