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Abstract 

An archaeological excavation of land at St. Mary's Lower School, Stotfold, was 
carried out in advance of the construction of an extension to the school. The 
excavation revealed a large 12th century boundary ditch, and a pit. The ditch and pit 
may relate to features recorded during excavations in 1975, suggesting medieval 
settlement remains. Made-ground was encountered in the southern part of the site, 
which was probably connected to the last phase of extension to the school. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

In June 2010, an archaeological excavation was carried out by Northamptonshire 
Archaeology (NA) on land at SI. Mary's Lower School, Stotfold, Bedfordshire (NGR: 
TL 2205 3690; Fig 1). The work was commissioned by PCMS for Central 
Bedfordshire Council and was undertaken as fulfilment of a planning condition 
(CB/10/00566/REG3) for a new extension to the school. 

The scope of works was outlined in the brief (Oakes 2010) issued by Central 
Bedfordshire Council and detailed in the specification prepared by NA. The 
objectives of the evaluation were to determine the presence of any archaeological 
features or deposits within the application area and to date and characterise their 
extent, depth of burial and state of preservation. 

2 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Topography and geology 

The development site, covers an area of c134sqm. It is located on the eastern edge 
of Stotfold village, on the north-west corner of the school building, bounded to the 
west by Rook Tree Lane, the school building and lawns to the east and grass 
paddocks to the north and south. The River Ivel is 160m to the east (Fig 1). 

The site lies just to the west of a gentle slope at a height of 46m aOD. At the time of 
the excavation the land was part of the front garden of the school. 

The underlying geology comprises Lower Chalk, overlain by glacial till 
(www.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex). 

2.2 Historical and archaeological background 

Reference to the Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER) has identified a 
number of archaeological sites or finds spots, one within the boundary of the school 
site and others in the surrounding area (Fig 1). 
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3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES  
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4  METHODOLOGY 

Institute for Archaeologists’

2003) and Northamptonshire Archaeology’s 

5 THE EXCAVATED EVIDENCE 
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7 THE ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE  
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(10x magnification). Identifications were made with the aid of the author’s small 
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8 DISCUSSION 

school) may have represented a ‘back lane’ between the building
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