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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION AT 
6 CHURCH WALK, BOZEAT, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

JANUARY 2011 

 
 

ABSTRACT 
At the request of the owner through Northamptonshire Police, Northamptonshire 
Archaeology carried out a small-scale investigation to define and recover human 
remains following the unearthing by builders of a human skull beneath the floor of a 
house undergoing renovation. Excavation recovered the in situ remains of two 
individuals, with associated disarticulated remains from further burials.  The remains lay 
within graves aligned roughly west-east and consistent with the alignment of the 
adjacent churchyard.  It is suggested that these burials had once lain within the south-
east corner of the churchyard, and that this area had later been taken into the property 
of 6 Church Walk, at the latest in the 19th century when the extension beneath which the 
burials were found was added to the existing building. A single sherd of pottery from 
beneath one of the burials is probably of medieval date. 
 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 

In December 2010 builders working on the renovation of 6 Church Walk, Bozeat, 
Northamptonshire (NGR: SP 90649 59178; Fig 1), unearthed a human skull (Fig 2).  The 
find was made whilst digging out beneath the floor of the garage, prior to underpinning, 
at the northern end of the two-storey extension (Fig 3 and back cover), which is 
separated from the churchyard wall by a narrow lane. 
 
No. 6 Church Walk is listed Grade II (Images of England, Number 233280). The original 
central range is recorded as dating to the mid-18th century, while the additional range to 
the north, beneath which the burials lay, is dated to the 19th century. 
 
Following examination of the remains, and reporting to the coroner, it was agreed that 
the remains were more than 100 years old and therefore not subject to further police 
investigation.  In January 2011, Northamptonshire Archaeology were contacted by 
Northamptonshire Police acting on behalf of the owner, and it was agreed that a small 
scale excavation should be carried out to determine whether further human remains 
were present.  This investigation was carried out on Monday, 10 January 2011. 
 

 
 

The skull of Burial 1, as photographed on site by the builders (from C&E 2010) Fig 2 
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Sketch plan showing burials beneath the garage floor      Fig 5 

 
 
Burial 1 
Excavation adjacent to the wooden post located in situ human remains that relate to the 
skull previously recovered (Figs 5 & 6). These remains comprised the lower jaw and the 
upper torso: shoulder blades, collar bones, ribs and vertebrae. Most the left upper arm 
(humerus) survived, although the lower end had been lost, but only the joint at the top of 
the right upper arm (humerus) survived (Fig 7).  The missing right arm might account for 
the other bones recovered by the builders, but not retained. 
 
The grave was rectangular, 0.70m wide, with a slightly rounded western end, and was 
flat-bottomed.  There was a little soil, 10-20mm, beneath the bones and the base of the 
grave, which survived to a maximum of 50mm deep. A single sherd of pottery from this 
soil is a medieval shelly coarseware, which was in use up to 1500AD.  The body had 
been laid on its back, supine, with the arms at the side and the head to the west; the 
posture expected in a churchyard burial. 
 
An initial examination has been made of the bones of Burial 1. This individual was of 
slight build, and the obtuse angle of the lower jaw is characteristically female.  The lack 
of fusion of the cranial sutures, and presence of an epiphyseal scar on upper humerus 
and un-fused epiphyses on the collar bone are all consistent with an age of death in the 
late teens or early twenties (Brothwell 1972; Schaefer et al 2009; White & Folkens 
2005). 
 
Further excavation showed that the remainder of the body and the lower limbs to the 
east had been removed at some time in the past by the digging of a sub-rectangular pit 
(Fig 5, pit). This had a loose fill containing fragments of limestone and mortar, 
suggesting that it belongs with the building of the house or later. The fill above this to the 
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Burial 2, showing in situ leg and foot bones (right of base of scale) lying 120mm 

 below the bottom course of the adjacent stone wall  Fig 10 

 

3 CONCLUSION 

The excavation demonstrated the presence of two graves, both aligned west-south-west 
to east north-east, with the heads at the west end.  In addition, the deeper grave had 
also disturbed a previous burial(s). A disturbed length of femur, the longest of the 
disarticulated bones recovered, had been carefully placed against the side of the new 
grave and other bones were scattered through the fill. 

All of these characteristics would be expected to occur within a well used parish 
churchyard, as occurs in England from the late Saxon period onward.  The alignment of 
the graves is also very similar to the alignment of the boundaries of the adjacent 
churchyard, while they are at an oblique angle to the north wall of the house.  As the 
legs of one of the burials have been shown to continue beneath the house wall, it has 
been demonstrated that the burials pre-date this building, which dates to the 19th 
century.  A single sherd of pottery found beneath one of the burials is of medieval date. 

The most likely explanation for the presence of these burials is that the south-east 
corner of the adjacent churchyard was once square, with the excavated burials lying in 
the corner of that churchyard.  This corner was later cut off, perhaps even specifically to 
allow for the addition of the north range of the house in the 19th century.  As the house 
was then held by the church, an extension into a corner of the churchyard would not 
have been a problem. 
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