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AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEYOF BOUNDARY WALLS AT 
TOWLES PASTURES, CASTLE DONINGTON 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
 

APRIL 2012 
 
 

Abstract 
In July 2010, Northamptonshire Archaeology carried out an archaeological 
evaluation and assessment of stone boundary walls on a plot of land at Towles 
Pastures, Castle Donington, Leicestershire. The date of the wall is uncertain but it 
probably dates to the 19th century with numerous later patches and repairs. 
Subsequently, a photographic record was made of the wall presented as a photo-
montage to aid consolidation or other conservation of the structure. 
 

 
 
1 BACKGROUND 
 
 
 In July 2010, Northamptonshire Archaeology (NA) carried out an archaeological 

evaluation of a stone boundary wall dividing two plots of land at Towles Pastures, 
Castle Donington, Leicestershire (site centred on NGR: SK 443 272; Fig 1). The 
work was commissioned by CgMs Consulting (CgMs), acting on behalf of David 
Wilson Homes, who have advanced proposals for the residential development of the 
land. The work was carried out in accordance with an agreed specification (Dawson 
2010c) 

 
A desk-based assessment and an accompanying supporting statement specific to 
the wall was prepared by CgMs (Dawson 2010a and b), which suggested that the 
dividing wall dated to the 19th century at the earliest. However, subsequent 
discussions with the Leicestershire County Council Historic and Natural Environment 
Team (LCCHNET) led to the suggestion that the wall, or at least its foundations, may 
be earlier as the boundary is shown on an 18th-century Inclosure Award map. It has 
been suggested that the wall may date back to the medieval period. 
 
Despite the archaeological evaluation on the site (Wolframm-Murray and Carlyle 
2010), the date of the original construction of the stone wall remains uncertain as 
there was no artefactual dating evidence in its foundation trench and the deposits on 
either side of the wall had been disturbed by the roots of vegetation and other 
activity. Finds recovered from those deposits in the vicinity of a former building 
largely dated to the 19th or 20th centuries, although two sherds of 18th-century 
pottery were also recovered. Where encountered, the foundation trench cut the 
subsoil, suggesting a relatively late, probably 19th-century date for the wall.  
 
The evaluation showed that the stone wall had been patched and repaired on many 
occasions since it was first constructed and that part of it had been demolished and 
partly robbed.  
 
Evidence of a former building on the north side of the wall, as shown on Ordnance 
Survey maps up until the 1960s, was limited to straight joints in the wall fabric and, 
where excavated, the remains of possible floor surfaces containing 19th-century 
artefacts.  

 



TOWLES PASTURES, CASTLE DONINGTON 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Northamptonshire Archaeology  Report 12/59                   Page 2 of 2 

 

 
2 PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY 
 
 

The accompanying photographic survey was undertaken using digital photographs 
taken at regular intervals and overlapped.  These were then ‘sewn’ together in a 
photo-montage to provide a stone-for-stone image of both sides of the wall, so far as 
it is visible through existing vegetation and some piled timber on one side.  This is to 
facilitate decisions to be made as to how to best conserve or consolidate the 
structure, for which no certain decisions had previously been made. 

 
 Each side of the wall is presented in short sections, depicted at a scale sufficient for 

each stone or block to be noted individually.  The location of each photo-section is 
also noted in inset. 

 
 The survey makes neither distinction between the relative importance of blocks, nor 

does it seek to distinguish, other than photographically, any differences in geology or 
material, nor is there any implication as to the age of each block or the sequence of 
its insertion into the wall. 
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South side of wall, looking north, (Scale 1m)    Fig 2
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South side of the wall, looking north, Ai - Aii, (Scale 1m)     Fig 3Not to scale
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South side of the wall, looking north,  Bi - Bii, (Scale 1m)     Fig 4Not to scale
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South side of the wall, looking north,  Ci - Cii, (Scale 1m)     Fig 5Not to scale
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North side of wall, looking south, (Scale 1m)    Fig 6Not to scale
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North side of the wall, looking south, Ai - Aii (Scale 1m)     Fig 7Not to scale
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North side of the wall, looking south,  Bi - Bii (Scale 1m)     Fig 8Not to scale
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GPS located boundary wall

Medieval wall

Scale 1:500 (A3) The boundary wall superimposed on the proposed DWH development plan    Fig 9
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