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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION  

AT STATION ROAD, AILSWORTH, 

PETERBOROUGH 

NGR 511680 298679 

NOVEMBER 2006 – JANUARY 2007 

 

Abstract 

Northamptonshire Archaeology carried out an archaeological evaluation, on land 
proposed for residential development, at Station Road, Ailsworth, Peterborough. Nine 
trenches were opened across the development area, which revealed a degree of truncation 
caused by modern activity, overlying subsoil clays and natural gravels, no archaeological 
features were seen during the excavations. 

 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 

Northamptonshire Archaeology carried out an archaeological evaluation during November 

2006 and January 2007 on land at Station Road, Ailsworth (NGR 511680 298679). The site 

will comprise 48 dwellings and associated infrastructure on land occupying 1.27ha 

(Planning Application 06/01072/FUL), (Fig 1).  

The work was undertaken for Redrow Homes Ltd on behalf of Peterborough City Council 

in order to inform the planning application. The evaluation was undertaken in accordance 

with a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by Northamptonshire Archaeology, which 

met the requirements of a brief issued by Historic Environment Officer (NA 2006; 

Robinson 2006).  

 

 

2 TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 

The site area lies on the south edge of Ailsworth and was previously used as a garage and 

transport area, with most of the visible ground covered with tarmac and concrete.   

The geology of the area comprises Gravel River Terracing sand and gravel, as mapped by 

the British Geological Survey (www.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex/index.htm). 

 

 

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

There are no known archaeological remains from the application site itself although it lies 

in the vicinity of known locations where significant prehistoric, Roman and medieval 
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remains have been recovered, principally to the west at Castor and to the south along the 

River Nene. 

Nearby are a number of protected Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM). The course of 

the major Roman road, Ermine Street, lays c0.6km to the west of the site. To the east there 

is the site of a Roman marching camp at Sutton Cross (PE138). Between 0.8km-1.4km to 

the south, as well as scheduled areas within the village of Castor (PE 93) there is 

Durobrivae Roman Town (CB130); two areas known to contain Roman pottery kilns either 

side of the crossing point of Ermine Street over the River Nene (PE127) and the sites of 

three Roman villas (PE126, PE125, PE128) which stand on the north bank of the River 

Nene. 

Scheduled monuments dating to the medieval period include Sutton Cross 0.8km to the east 

and a moated site (PE159) 0.2km to the south east.   

 

 

4 METHODOLOGY  

Nine trenches were excavated in total, each measuring 1.8m wide and 50m, 40m or 30m in 

length. They were excavated using a mechanical digger fitted with a toothless ditching 

bucket under continuous archaeological supervision. Mechanical excavation proceeded as 

far as the first significant archaeological layer or in its absence as far as the surface of the 

natural gravels. (Fig 2) 

All potential archaeological features were examined by hand excavation, by cutting a 

section through them. Standard Northamptonshire Archaeology recording procedures were 

employed. 

All works were carried out in accordance with the Institute of Field Archaeology Standard 

and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluation (IFA 1999) and Standard for Field 

Archaeology in the East of England (Gurney 2003). Procedures complied with 

Northamptonshire County Council’s Health and Safety policy and Northamptonshire 

Archaeology’s Health and Safety at Work Guidelines (NA 2003).  

 

 

5 RESULTS OF FIELDWORK 

Trenches 1-6 on the north side of the development area were excavated in November 2006 

and trenches 7-9 at the south in January 2007, after the removal of modern standing 

buildings.  The individual context descriptions, by trench, are given in appendix A1.  

 

No archaeological features were seen during the excavation of any of the trenches.  
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Across the whole area the topsoil was disturbed by the demolition of modern buildings and 

the burying of the rubble. In trenches 1-6 the former ground surface had been truncated 

down to the level of the natural gravel, which was sealed by a deposit of rubble from the 

demolition of the modern buildings (Fig 3, sections 1-6, Plates 1-6). 

 

In trenches 7-9 the ground surface had been less severely truncated, leaving 0.30m to 0.40m 

thick subsoil intact, with a thin disturbed topsoil layer and again this was sealed beneath 

building rubble (Fig 3, section 7-9, Plates 7-9). 

 

 

6 CONCLUSIONS 

No archaeological features were encountered within the trial trenches. The excavation area 

had been significantly disturbed by modern development. This is shown in the level of 

made ground in the trenches. It appears, from the deposits encountered, that in trial trenches 

1-6 the ground level was reduced and then built up using the debris from demolished 

buildings, therefore destroying any potential archaeological remains. In trenches 7-9 more 

of the natural topsoil and subsoil remained providing the best opportunity to encounter 

archaeological features but none were encountered during the excavation. As no 

archaeological features or finds were seen in any of the trenches even where good subsoil 

remained, it would appear that no archaeological occupation was ever present on the site 

which is surprising due to the archaeological remains known all around the development 

area. 
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7 A1:  SITE DATA 

 
Trench No Context Deposit Type  Description 

101 Layer Modern rubble.  Tarmac surfaces 

102 Layer Topsoil. Grey brown clay.  0.24m thick 

103 Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay. 0.26m thick 

1 

 

104 Natural Gravels 

201 Layer Modern rubble.  

202 Layer Topsoil. Grey brown clay. 0.40m thick 

203 Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay. 0.23m thick 

2 

 

204 Natural Gravels 

301 Layer Modern rubble. Tarmac surfaces. 0.53m thick 

302 Layer Topsoil. Grey brown clay 0.22m thick 

303 Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay. 0.52thick 

3 

304 Natural Gravels 

401 Layer Modern rubble. Tarmac surface. 0.50m thick  

402 Layer Topsoil. Grey brown clay. 0.22m thick 

403 Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay. 0.28m thick 

4 

404 Natural Gravels 

501 Layer Modern rubble. 1.10m thick 

502 Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay. 0.30m thick 

5 

503 Natural Gravels 

601 Layer Modern rubble. Tarmac surface. 0302m thick 

602 Layer Topsoil. Grey brown clay 0.22m thick 

6 

603        Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay. 0.45m thick 
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Trench No Context Deposit Type  Description 

 604 Natural Gravels 

701 Layer Modern rubble. Tarmac surface. 0.30m thick 

702 Layer Topsoil. Grey brown silt clay. 0.30m thick 

703 Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay. 0.30m thick 

7 

704 Natural Gravels 

801 Layer Modern rubble. Tarmac surface. 0.30m thick 

802 Layer Topsoil. Grey brown clay. 0.45m thick 

803 Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay. 0.30m thick 

8 

804 Natural Gravels  

901 Layer Modern rubble. 0.30m thick 

902 Layer Topsoil. Grey brown clay. 0.12m thick 

903 Layer Subsoil. Orange brown silt clay 0.40m thick 

9 

904 Natural Gravels 
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Plate 1. Trench 1 
 

 
Plate 2. Trench 2 
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Plate 3. Trench 3 

 

 
Plate 4. Trench 4 



AILSWORTH, PETERBOROUGH 

 _______________________________________________________ 
Northamptonshire Archaeology  Report 07/08   Page 8 of 10 

 
Plate 5. Trench 5 

 

 
Plate 6. Trench 6 
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Plate 7. Trench 7 

 

 
Plate 8. Trench 8 
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Plate 9. Trench 9 
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Scale 1:1000 Trench locations     Fig 2
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