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Abstract 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION 

ALONG THE ROUTE OF THE 

MOX HILL TO SANDY WATER-MAIN 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

AUGUST 2007 

Accession No. BEDFM2006.749 

Following an initial stage of evaluation, an archaeological investigation was carried out by 
Northamptonshire Archaeology in four areas along the proposed route of a water-main, 
between a small wood to the south-east of Moggerhanger and the western outskirts of Sandy, 
Bedfordshire. Two gullies, probably related to an area of cropmarks that have been 
interpreted as the remains of an Iron Age/Romano-British farming settlement, were revealed 
in the area near the small wood. The presence of a Roman road, previously identified from 
cropmarks shown on aerial photographs, was confirmed. The ploughed out remains of the 
road lay to the west of Sandy and comprised a sand and gravel bank (agger), approximately 
8-10m wide, with attendant side ditches. In the area at the eastern end of the route the road 
had been cut by two undated gullies and had been disturbed by modern activity. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

In August 2007, an archaeological investigation was carried out by Northamptonshire 
Archaeology (NA) along selected parts of the route of a replacement water-main which, on 
completion, will extend from Mox Hill to the town centre of Sandy, Bedfordshire (TL 1269 
4672 to 17324926; Fig 1). The selected areas lay between a small wood to the south-east of 
Moggerhanger and the western outskirts of Sandy, adjacent to the A 603 Bedford Road (TL 
1442 4860 to 1585 4875; Fig 2). Earlier trial trench evaluation undertaken by NA (Carlyle 
2007; Patena1l2007) had identified archaeological remains, including a probable Roman road, 
along the route of the pipeline. Informed by the results of the evaluation, Bedfordshire County 
Council Heritage and Environment Section (BCCHES) requested that four areas should be 
subject to further archaeological investigation, and a brief for the work was issued 
accordingly (BCCHES 2007). NA was commissioned by Anglia Water Services, via 
Grontmij, to prepare a project design (NA 2007) and to carry out the work. 

The specific aims of the project were to: 

• Determine and record the date, extent, character, state of preservation and depth of 
burial of the archaeological deposits encountered within the specified areas. 

• Establish the relationship of the archaeological remains to the surrounding 
contemporary landscapes 

• Recover artefacts to assist in the development of the type series within the region. 
• Take suitable environmental samples to determine past environmental conditions in 

the vicinity. 

The national framework for research is set out by English Heritage (EH 1997). The broad 
research frameworks for the eastern counties of England are set out Brown and Glazebrook 
(2000); this does not as yet include Bedfordshire, although it is envisaged it will be included 
in future revisions. A research framework for Bedfordshire currently exists in draft form 
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Plate 1. Gullies (4005) and [4007], facing north-west. 

Plate 2. View along Roman road , Area 3, facing north-west. 



Plate 3: Gravel layer (4014) on surface of Roman road , Area 3. 

Plate 4: Side ditch of[4011) on north side of Roman road , facing north-west. 
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