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1. Introduction

1.1 A programme of archaeological work resulting from proposals for the construction of a new
composting plant at Wood Farm, Marsham, Norfolk (TG 1844 2318), has been requested by
Norfolk Landscape Archaeology. This work involves archaeological evaluation of the site through
geophysical survey and the subsequent production of a report detailing the results. The relevant
Norfolk Landscape Archaeology document stipulating that these works take place is the Brief for
Archaeological Evaluation by Geophysical Survey (Ken Hamilton, 23 October 2007).

1.2 The results of the survey will allow Norfolk Landscape Archaeology to make an informed decision
regarding further archaeological mitigation that may be required once the results of the
geophysical survey are known.

1.3 This Project Design has been prepared in response to an invitation from Richard Varvel of Norfolk
Environmental Waste Services Ltd (NEWS Ltd) to provide a Project Design and costings for the
archaeological works. It details how NAU Archaeology proposes to implement the requirements of
the archaeological brief.

2. Background

2.1 The Fen Causeway is a Roman road that runs from a junction with Ermine Street and King Street
near Peterborough across the Cambridgeshire and Norfolk fens. In Norfolk, the Fen Causeway
runs between Upwell and Denver and then is thought to divide in two with one part heading east
to the Roman town at Caistor St Edmund (Venta Icenorum) and the other heading north-east
towards the Roman town at Brampton. The part of the road running to Brampton is known to run
through the site of the new composting facility.

3. Aims

3.1 The archaeological evaluation is required to recover, by geophysical survey, information relating to
the extent, date, phasing, character, function, status and significance of the site. A determination of
the state of preservation of any features, deposits and structures is also required.

3.2 Period resource assessments set out in the document Research and Archaeology: A Framework
for the Eastern Counties (Glazebrook 1997; Brown and Glazebrook 2000) pose specific research
questions for periods ranging from the palaeolithic to the modern period. Existing information
indicates that the proposed site has the potential to contain archaeological remains of Roman date.
The aims of the archaeological work may therefore be summarised as follows:

i. To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains within the proposed area.

ii. To determine the extent, condition, nature, quality and date of any archaeological remains
occurring within the site and the possible impacts of the proposed development on them.

iii. To disseminate the archaeological data recovered by the geophysical survey in the form of a
formal report which will provide the basis for decisions regarding further archaeological
intervention and mitigation proposals.

4. Method Statement

4.1 Introduction

4.1.1 A three-stage evaluation strategy will be undertaken to assess the archaeological potential of the
proposed development site. The stages of this strategy may be summarised as follows.

i. Background Research: A rapid review of existing data sources concerning archaeological and
historical information for the site.

ii. Geophysical Survey: Magnetometer survey will be undertaken in order to detect potentially
archaeologically significant sub-surface features. The results of the magnetometer survey will be
used to determine the location and number of trial trenches that will be excavated.



v. Report and Archive: One report will be prepared. The report will describe the results of the
geophysical survey with data presented in tabular, graphic and appendix form. The results of the
background research will also be incorporated into the report. Copies of the report will be
submitted to the client and to Norfolk Landscape Archaeology.

4.1.2 The procedures and methodology for each of the stages outlined above are described in detail
below.

4.2 Background Research

4.2.1 A rapid review of readily available source materials will be undertaken to place the results of the
work within its local archaeological and historical contexts. Guidelines set out in the documents
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based Assessments (Institute of Field
Archaeologists 1994, revised 2001) and Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England
(Gurney 2003) will be followed.

4.2.2 Data sources for the rapid review will be those held in the Norfolk Historic Environment Record
(NHER) and published and unpublished archaeological reports. A search will be made of the
NHER for information on known archaeological sites in the area, in order to place the site within its
local archaeological context.

4.2.4 Relevant oblique and vertical aerial photographs held by the Norfolk Air Photography Library will
be assessed to identify archaeological sites and features within the proposed development area
and its immediate surroundings. The procedures set out in the Council for British Archaeology
Aerial Archaeology Committee��������	�
����
����������		������		������������������������	�������
��
sites and features occurring within the area of the proposed development site will be prepared at a
scale of 1:2,500.

4.2.5 A separate background research report will not be produced. The results will be presented as part
of the report on the results of the geophysical survey.

4.3 Geophysical Survey

4.3.1 The survey methodology, report and any recommendations will comply with guidelines outlined by
English Heritage (Geophysical Survey in Archaeological Field Evaluation, Research and
Professional Services Guidelines No 1, compiled by A David, April 2008) and by the Institute of
Field Archaeologists (The Use of Geophysical Techniques in Archaeological Evaluations, IFA
Paper No 6, C Gaffney, J Gater and S Ovenden, 2002).

4.3.2 Magnetometry data will be collected with hand-held gradiometers using 1m traverse intervals and
0.25m sample intervals across the area of the site designated for geophysical survey in the Brief
(approximately 3,150m��

4.4 Report and Archive

4.4.1 The results of the geophysical survey will be presented in the form of a report that will detail the
methodologies used and discuss the results. The recovered data will be presented in graphic form.
The results of the background research will be presented as part of the report.

4.4.2 A list of archive components generated by the work will also be included in the report. Copyright of
the report will be retained by NAU Archaeology.

4.4.3 Multiple copies of the report will be produced as appropriate and presented to NEWS Ltd. and
three copies will be sent to Norfolk Landscape Archaeology. One copy of the report will also be
sent to the English Heritage Regional Advisor for Archaeological Science. An HER form will
accompany the Geophysical Survey Report and will include a reference to the archive and the
intended place of archive deposition. The report will be submitted to Norfolk Landscape
Archaeology within eight weeks of the completion of the work. The OASIS online record will be
completed when the report is submitted to Norfolk Landscape Archaeology.



4.4.4 NAU Archaeology supports the OASIS project. An online record will be initiated immediately prior
to the start of fieldwork and completed when the final report is submitted to Norfolk Landscape
Archaeology. This will include a pdf version of the final report.

4.4.5 A single integrated archive for all elements of the work will be prepared according to the
recommendations set out in Environmental standards for the permanent storage of excavated
material from archaeological sites (UKIC, Conservation Guidelines 3, 1984) and Guidelines for the
preparation of excavation archives for long-term storage (Walker 1990), and in accordance with the
Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service��� ��
� ���������
��� ���� �������� ����������
�� ����� ��
and conservation.

4.4.5 The archive will be fully indexed and cross-referenced and prepared in such a form that it can be
microfilmed on behalf of the National Monuments Record (NMR). It will also be integrated with the
Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service���!��"������������
�
�������
�������#$%�
������
 �
system. The silver master will be deposited with NMR and a diazo copy with the NHER. Deposition
of the archive (by prior agreement with the landowners) will take place within six months of the
completion of the final report and confirmed in writing to the Norfolk Museums and Archaeology
Service. A full listing of archive contents and finds boxes will accompany the deposition of the
archive.

4.4.6 All archaeological materials, excepting those covered by the Treasure Act, 1996, will remain the
property of the landowners. NAU Archaeology will seek to reach a formal agreement with the
landowners for the donation of the finds to the Norfolk Museums Service.

5 Timetable and Resources

5.1 The different stages of archaeological work have different time and staff requirements. The
timetable for fieldwork assumes that are no major delays to the work programme caused by factors
outside of NAU Archaeology��������
��	����
���	�

5.2 It is anticipated that the geophysical survey will take one day to complete and a report produced
10-15 days after completion of the fieldwork.

6. Project staff

6.1 The project will be co-ordinated on a day-to-day basis by the Project Officer who will be dedicated
to the project throughout its duration. The Project Officer will act under the direction of the Project
Manager. The Project Manager will assume responsibility for all aspects of the project including
finance, logistics, standards, health and safety, and liaison with the client and Local Authority
Archaeological Advisors. The geophysical survey will be carried out by North Pennines
Archaeology Ltd.

6.2 NAU Archaeology staff associated with the project is as follows:

Senior Management

Unit Manager Jayne Bown BA, MIFA
Archaeology Manager David Whitmore BA, MIFA
Project Manager Nigel Page, BA, AIFA

Field Staff

Project Officer Steve Hickling BA, AIFA

6.3 NAU Archaeology reserves the right, because of its developing work programme, to change its
nominated personnel at any time. This will be in consultation with the client and Norfolk Landscape
Archaeology.



6.5.1 NAU Archaeology specialist staff

Specialist* Research Field
Andy Barnett Numismatic Items
Sarah Bates BA, MIFA Worked Flint
Sarah Percival BA, MIFA Prehistoric and Saxon Pottery
Francesca Boghi Diploma
Universitario in lettre moderne MSc

Human Skeletal Remains

Julia Huddle BA, MIFA Copper Alloy, Iron, Silver, Antler/Bone artefacts
Fran Green BSc, PhD General Environmental
Julie Curl AIFA Faunal Remains
Kenneth Penn BEd, FSA, MIFA Secondary Source Documentary Material, Archiving

6.5.2 Nominated external specialists

External Specialist Research Field
North Pennines Archaeology Geophysical Survey

7. Quality Standards

7.1 NAU Archaeology is an Institute of Field Archaeologists Registered Archaeological Organisation
and fully endorses the Code of Practice and the Code of Practice for the Regulation of Contractual
Arrangements in Field Archaeology. All staff employed or subcontracted by NAU Archaeology will
be employed in line with The Institute of Field Archaeologists Code of Practice.

7.2 The guidelines set out in the document Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England
(Gurney 2003) will be adhered to. Provision will be made for monitoring the work by Norfolk
Landscape Archaeology in accordance with the procedures outlined in the document Management
of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991). Monitoring opportunities for each phase of the
project are suggested as follows:

� during geophysical survey
� upon receipt of the geophysical survey report
� upon completion of the archive

7.3 A further monitoring opportunity will be provided at the end of the work upon deposition of the
archive with the Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service.

7.4 NAU Archaeology operates a Project Management System. Most aspects of this project will be co-
ordinated by a Project Officer who is responsible for the successful completion of the project. The
Project Officer��� ��������
��� ��� ��
������� ��� ���� !��"���� &�
� ���� '��� (
��� &�
� ��� ���� ����
responsibility for all of NAU Archaeology's work and ensures the maintenance of quality standards
within the organisation.

8. Health and Safety

8.1 NAU Archaeology will ensure that all work is carried out in accordance with NPS Property
Consultants Limited's Health and Safety Policy, to standards defined in the Health and Safety at
Work, etc Act, 1974 and The Management of Health and Safety Regulations, 1992, and in
accordance with the health and safety manual Health and Safety in Field Archaeology (SCAUM
2007).

8.2 A risk assessment will be prepared for the fieldwork. All staff will be briefed on the contents of the
risk assessment and required to read it. Protective clothing and equipment will be issued and used
as required.

8.3 NAU Archaeology will provide copies of NPS Property Consultants Limited's Health and Safety
policy on request.

9. Insurance

9.1 NAU Archaeology����
����
���)�������*



Employers Liability +,-�---�---
Public Liability +,-�---�---
Professional Indemnity +.-�---�---

9.2 Full details of NAU Archaeology's Insurance cover will be supplied on request.
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