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SUMMARY 

North Pennines Archaeology Ltd were commissioned by Wardell Armstrong LLC, on 

behalf of their clients Tarmac Ltd, to undertake an archaeological field-walking survey 

on the Phase 1 Extension Area at Meriden Quarry, Cornets Lane End, Meriden, 

Coventry, West Midlands (NGR SP 2245 8158). ENTEC undertook a desk-based 

assessment of the entire extension area, comprising Phases 1, 2 and 3, in 2006 (Atkinson 

2006) in order to establish the scope of the archaeological work required to fulfil the 

archaeological conditions of the planning decision. The report highlighted the presence 

of a number archaeological features within the extension area which were likely to be 

impacted upon by the commencement of quarrying operations, most notably the 

presence of probable Prehistoric barrows and a Romano-British field system in Phase 1. 

As a result, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council now requires a programme of Strip 

and Record during topsoil stripping as a condition of planning consent (Planning App 

No: 2006/2064).  A programme of Archaeological Field-Walking was also required on 

Phase 1the results of which are contained in this report. 

The Archaeological Field-Walking was undertaken over four days between the 5th  and 

8th May 2009. Although the quantity of archaeological artefacts that were recovered 

during the field-walking was somewhat disappointing, evidence of prehistoric activity 

on the site was demonstrated by the presence of a single flint flake. Romano-British 

activity was also attested by the recovery of a single sherd of Greyware pottery. Also of 

interest was concentration of daub-like material that was noted in the north-eastern 

corner of the site. 

Later material encountered during the field-walking consisted of fragments of tile, 

ceramic building material, modern brick and modern (19th century and later) pottery. 

This material was of minimal archaeological interest.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT 

1.1.1 In May 2009, North Pennines Archaeology were invited by Wardell 

Armstrong LLC, on behalf of their clients, Tarmac Ltd, to undertake an 

Archaeological Field-Walking survey at Meriden Quarry, Meriden, 

Coventry, West Midlands (NGR SP 2245 8158; Figure 1), in advance of 

topsoil stripping operations in the Phase 1 Extension Area of the quarry. A 

previous desk-based assessment produced by ENTEC (Atkinson 2006) 

identified the presence of a number of archaeological features within the 

Phase 1 extension area that were likely to be impacted by the proposed 

development. As a result, The Planning Archaeologist, Warwickshire 

County Council, acting on behalf of Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council, 

requires that all topsoil stripping be subject to a programme of 

archaeological observation and investigation (Strip and Record). This is in 

line with government advice as set out in the DoE Planning Policy Guidance 

on Archaeology and Planning (PPG 16).  

1.1.2 All stages of the archaeological work were undertaken in accordance with 

the specification provided by North Pennines Archaeology Ltd (Giecco 2009, 

Appendix 2) and generally accepted best practice. 

1.1.3 This report outlines the results of the field-walking undertaken on Phase 1 

and the subsequent programme of post-fieldwork analysis.  
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2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 SPECIFICATION 

2.1.1 A specification (Giecco 2009) was submitted by Wardell Armstrong LLP for 

an Archaeological Field-Walking survey of the Phase 1. Following approval 

of the specification by The Planning Archaeologist, Warwickshire County 

Council (acting on behalf of Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council), North 

Pennines Archaeology Ltd was commissioned to undertake the work. The 

specification was adhered to in full, and the work was consistent with the 

relevant standards and procedures of the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA), 

and generally accepted best practice. 

2.2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD-WALKING SURVEY 

2.2.1 The works involved a structured walk-over survey of the Phase 1 Extension 

Area to observe, record and retrieve any archaeological finds visible on the 

surface. 

2.2.2 The aims and principal methodology of the field-walking survey can be 

summarised as follows: 

• to establish the presence/absence, nature, extent and state of 

preservation of archaeological remains; 

• to accurately tie the survey area into the National Grid at an 

appropriate scale; 

• to produce a photographic record of all the survey using colour digital 

format; 

• to recover artefactual material of archaeological significance; 

• to produce a site archive in accordance with MAP2 (English Heritage 

1991) and MoRPHE standards (English Heritage 2006). 

2.2.3 Phase 1 consisted of a sub-rectangular arable field, with dimensions of 

approximately 305m x 280m. A 20m grid was established across the site and 

was tied-in to known Ordnance Survey points using a Trimble 3605DR 

Geodimeter total station with datalogger (Figure 2).  

2.2.4 Each 20m grid square was walked in a zig-zag fashion, and all non-modern 

artefacts were collected and bagged with reference to the grid square. 
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2.2.5  All modern and non-diagnostic material was counted and noted with 

reference to the grid square on pro-forma recording sheets. 

2.3 THE ARCHIVE 

2.3.1 A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the 

specification, and in line with current UKIC (1990) and English Heritage 

Guidelines (1991) and according to the Archaeological Archives Forum 

recommendations (Brown 2007). The archive will be deposited with 

Warwickshire Museums Service, with copies of the report sent to the County 

Historic Environment Record at Solihull, West Midlands, available upon 

request. The archive can be accessed under the unique project identifier 

NPA MEQ-A, CP 902. 

2.3.2 North Pennines Archaeology, and Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council, 

support the Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS 

(OASIS) project. This project aims to provide an on-line index and access to 

the extensive and expanding body of grey literature, created as a result of 

developer-funded archaeological work. As a result, details of the results of 

this project will be made available by North Pennines Archaeology, as a part 

of this national project. 
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3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 LOCATION AND GEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

3.1.1 Meriden lies within the rolling wooded farmland of the Arden region, 

approximately 10km to the east of Birmingham, and 13km to the west of 

Coventry. The Arden region is characterised by farmland and former wood 

pasture to the south of Cannock Chase. Historically, the region was 

characterised by woodlands and heaths, with many mature hedgerow oaks 

and patches of ancient forest (Countryside Commission 1998). The site lies at 

a height of approximately 170m AOD and consists of a sub-rectangular 

arable field, with dimensions of approximately 305m x 280m. It is situated 

on the southern side of the B4102 road, approximately 1.5km to the south-

west of the village of Meriden (Figure 1). 

3.1.2 The geology of the site comprises sands, gravel and alluvium, overlying a 

Triassic Mercia Mudstone (British Geological Survey North Sheet, Third 

Edition 1979).  

3.1.3 The site is bounded to the north by the B1042 road, to the east by a golf 

course, to the south by the grounds of a residential property and to the west 

by Cornets End Lane. The western and northern site boundaries are marked 

by fences and mature hedges, whilst those to the east and south are marked 

by a fence and mature trees. Access to the site is via a gate in the south-

western corner; a 15m x 10m permanent stock enclosure lies immediately to 

the south of the gateway (Figure 2). 

3.1.4 A fly-tipped dump of builders’ rubble was located near the entrance of the 

site. The dump partially covered Grid Square N11. 

3.2 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

3.2.1 Introduction: This historical background is compiled mostly from secondary 

sources, and is intended only as a brief summary of historical developments 

specific to the study area.  

3.2.2 Prehistoric: The earliest evidence of activity on the site comprises three ring 

ditches that have been identified by cropmarks (Solihull Sites and 

Monuments Record Nos. MS1915, MS1916 and MS1918) 

3.2.3 Roman: A series of linear cropmarks, thought to be evidence of a field 

system, are also known to exist on the site (Solihull Sites and Monuments 

Record No. MS1288). These are assumed to be of Romano-British date. 
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3.2.4 Medieval: There is no evidence for medieval activity on the site, which is 

thought to have remained open heathland, beyond the limits of the 

cultivated fields associated with the medieval village of Meriden (Atkinson 

2006). 

3.2.5 Post-medieval and Modern: The site was known as Meriden Heath during the 

Post-medieval period and was enclosed in circa 1785. The First Edition 

Ordnance Survey map of 1886 shows the post-enclosure field boundaries 

and a feature to the east marked as “Packington Race Course”. The course 

extended into the survey area, but was relatively short-lived; it does not 

appear on the Second Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1905 (Atkinson 

2006). 

3.3 PREVIOUS  WORK 

3.3.1 A geophysical survey of Phase 1 was undertaken in 2006 as part of the 

Environmental Statement, but did not identify any previously unknown 

features.  
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD-WALKING  

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

4.1.1 The archaeological field-walking took place in one phase, from 5th May to 

the 8th May 2009. Weather conditions varied from clear and sunny to 

overcast, with light showers. Visibility was good throughout the survey.  

4.2 RESULTS 

4.2.1 Some 550 artefacts were noted or retrieved during the field-walking. 

4.2.2 The only archaeologically significant finds consisted of a single Prehistoric 

flint and a single sherd of Romano-British pottery (Figure 3).  

4.2.3 The flint was 50.08mm long, 21.42mm wide and 8.03mm thick, with a weight 

of 0.007kg. It was a tertiary flake of mottled tan colour, with a slight patina 

at the distal end, and was probably derived from river gravel. The flake 

displayed six dorsal scars, at least three of which had been initiated from the 

proximal end, and were probably removed via the soft-hammer technique. 

The flake is convergent in plan, plano-convex in profile and triangular in 

cross-section. The flake also retains a relict platform at its distal end. It 

would appear that several failed removals have been attempted from the 

distal end, possibly indicating that the flake was removed from the opposing 

platform to remove this problematic area. 

4.2.4 Although the flake can most probably be classified as debitage, there is some 

indication that it may have been an intended tool. There appears to be both 

direct and indirect semi-abrupt and invasive retouch along most of the left 

lateral margin. However, this retouch is quite sporadic and does not show 

the type of regularity expected, and it could as easily have been caused by 

plough damage or similar impact trauma. Of greater interest is the proximal 

end of the piece, a c.7mm section of the left lateral margin having been 

removed to form a point. This type of removal, which forms an irregular 

point, is typical of piercing tools. Furthermore, the flake displays attributes 

which are typical of Earlier Neolithic piercing tools which were generally 

produced on flakes with a greater length/width ratio, often with minimal 

retouch. However, the general lack of regular retouch around the point is 

concerning, suggesting that the apparent point may have also been formed 

as a result of post-depositional damage. Although the right lateral margin of 

the piece is in a relatively fresh condition, the left lateral margin and the 

distal end would also indicate post-depositional movement.  
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4.2.5 It is difficult to provide an accurate date for the piece, especially if the flake 

is classified as debitage as non-diagnostic elements of lithic assemblages are 

extremely similar throughout most periods and stone-tool industries. 

However, if the flake is actually an intended piercer then it would probably 

fit more comfortably into an Earlier Neolithic assemblage. 

4.2.6 The Romano-British pottery was a small (15mm2) Greyware sherd which 

was relatively unabraided. The sherd was a small fragment of vessel body, 

with no obviously diagnostic features, such as rim profile, base or external 

decoration, present. No specialist analysis of the fabric of this sherd has been 

undertaken. 

4.2.7 Large quantities of a daub-like material were recovered from a number of 

grid squares in the north-eastern corner of the site (Figure 4). The material 

consisted of hard, red, possibly fired clay that contained gravel inclusions, 

and a sandier concretion that also contained gravel. Spatially, the finds were 

confined to a very specific area, centred around grid squares A3, B3 to B5 

and C3 to C5. It is therefore likely that the material indicates the presence of 

a ploughed-out or partially ploughed-out archaeological feature in this 

vicinity.  

4.2.8 No medieval or post-medieval finds were encountered during the field 

walking exercise. 

4.2.9 Quantities of ceramic building material, tile and modern brick were noted 

across the site (Figure 5). In general, this material was distributed relatively 

evenly and, in common with the modern pottery, probably represents 

material introduced to the site via middening or dumping, rather than being 

indicative of sub-surface archaeological features. 

4.2.10 Modern finds which were noted but not retained included factory–made 

earthenwares, glazed whitewares, porcelain, a fragment from a stone-glazed 

beverage bottle and a sherd of Wedgewood Black Basalt ware. Two 

fragments of clay pipe stem were also recorded (Figure 6). 
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Plate 1: General View of Site, facing North. 

  

Plate 2: Working Shot, facing North. 
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5 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 CONCLUSIONS 

5.1.1 The recovery of a worked flint flake from Grid Square H4 is of significance 

given the presence of three ring ditches, identified by cropmarks, on the site 

(Solihull Sites and Monuments Record Nos. MS1915, MS1916 and MS1918). 

The presence of the flint would tend to support the dating and interpretation 

of these cropmarks and highlights the importance of the Archaeological 

Strip and Record Programme proposed in advance of the commencement of 

quarrying in this area. 

5.1.2 Linear cropmarks, thought to be evidence of a field system, are also known 

to exist on the site (Solihull Sites and Monuments Record No. MS1288). The 

recovery of a Romano-British sherd from Grid Square K2 is significant in 

that it may be indicative of the date of this system, particularly since the site 

is thought to have been unenclosed heathland throughout the medieval and 

post-medieval periods (Atkinson  2006). Again, the proposed Archaeological 

Strip and Record Programme will be of paramount importance in resolving 

this issue. 

5.1.3 The date and origin of the daub-like material is not known, but is likely to be 

resolved during the Strip and Record exercise. At this stage, the presence of 

fired clay archaeological features on the site cannot be ruled out. 

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS  

5.2.1 Given the presence of crop-marks on the site and the recovery of some 

significant archaeological material during the Field-Walking Survey, it is 

recommended that the proposed programme of Strip and Record during 

topsoil stripping should take place as planned.  
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APPENDIX 1: FINDS LIST BY GRID 



Meriden Quarry, Solihull CP902: Fieldwalking Results Table

Grid Clay Pipe Mod Pot CBM Tile Brick

Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity

A1 1

A2 1

A3 20 54 3 3

A4 2

A5 1 1

A6 1

A7 1

A8 1

A9

B1 3

B2 2

B3 20 217

B4 10 280

B5 5

B6 5 43 2

B7

B8

B9

B10 2

B11

B12 3 1

B13

C1 3 1

C2 3 1

C3 14 260 1

C4 18 344 1

C5 9 182 2 3

C6 2 107 1

C7 1

C8 1

C9 1 2

C10

C11 1 1

C12 1

C13 1 3

C14 1 2

C15 1

D1 1 2 3

D2

D3

D4 2 49

D5 5 92 1

D6 1

D7 1

D8 2 1

D9 2

D10 6

D11 1

D12 1

D13 1

D14 1

D15

D16

E1 1

E2 3

E3 2 2

E4

E5 1 2

E6

E7

E8

E9 1 1

E10 5 2

E11 2 1

E12 1 4

E13 1 1

E14

R-B Pottery DaubStruck Flint



Grid Clay Pipe Mod Pot CBM Tile Brick

Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity

F1

F2 1 4

F3 3

F4 1 2

F5

F6 1

F7

F8 1

F9 1

F10

F11 1

F12 4

F13 2

G1

G2 1

G3 1 1

G4

G5

G6 1

G7

G8 2

G9

G10

G11

G12

G13 1

H1 7 2

H2 2

H3 7

H4 1 8 5

H5 2

H6 2

H7 4 1

H8 1

H9 3 1

H10 3

H11

H12 3

H13 4 1

I1 3 4

I2 1 1

I3 3 2

I4 2

I5 3 4

I6 1 1

I7 1

I8

I9 1 1

I10 1

I11

I12 1 1

J1 3

J2 1

J3 2

J4 3 4

J5 9

J6 8 1

J7 4 1

J8 2

J9 2

J10 6

J11 6

J12 1 3

K1

K2 1 2

K3

K4 1 2

K5 1

K6 3

K7 1

K8 1

Struck Flint R-B Pottery Daub



K9

K10 2

Grid Clay Pipe Mod Pot CBM Tile Brick

Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Weight (g) Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity

K11 2

K12 1

L1 1

L2

L3 1

L4 2

L5 1

L6 3 91 1 1

L7 5 1

L8 1 1 1 1

L9 1 1

L10 2

L11

L12 2

M1 16 2

M2 17

M3 7

M4 5

M5 3

M6 6

M7 11 1

M8 4 3

M9 2

M10 2

M11 1 1

M12 10

N9 1 20 1 2

N10 1 1 1

N11 1

N12 1 1

Struck Flint R-B Pottery Daub
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APPENDIX 2: SPECIFICATION 
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APPENDIX 3: FIGURES 

 














