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SUMMARY

North Pennines Archaeology Ltd were commissioned by DARE (Northern)
Ltd, to undertake an archaeological evaluation at Axwell Park, Blaydon,
Tyne and Wear (NGR NZ 1907 6203). This work follows a planning
application for the conversion of Axwell Hall into 23 apartments and for the
erection of a new development comprising one coach apartment, terraced
block of 18 houses and nine apartments with garages, parking and
landscaping to the west of the hall. The Tyne and Wear Specialist
Conservation Team granted planning consent for the development, on the
condition that an Archaeological Evaluation was undertaken prior to
groundworks.

The work was required as a house known as “White House” was located
within the park before the present Axwell Hall was built. It is thought to
have been 16" to 17" century in date. The White House is shown on plans
dating to 1720 and 1740 as well as a plan of Sir T.J. Clavering’s lands in
1823. It is recorded within the documentary record that the White House
was demolished prior to the construction of Axwell Hall. It is also thought
that the earlier house was most probably located to the west of Axwell Hall,
on land now proposed for the enabling development of new houses, which
identified the site to be of archaeological interest.

The Archaeological Evaluation was undertaken over 10 consecutive working
days between 29" November and 10% December 2010. The evaluation
involved the excavation of three trenches, totalling 192m? of excavation in
total. Archaeological remains were identified in all three trenches. The
majority of the area trenched was sealed by a layer of reinforced concrete
through which ran the outline of demolished red brick buildings. These
were associated with the development of the site by the Newcastle Ragged
School which occupied the hall between 1922 and 1981. Classrooms and
workshops for what was essentially a Borstal or Approved School stood on
the site. Sealed under the reinforced concrete were the concrete foundations
and the lower courses of redbrick structures associated with the school. A
number of yellow sandstone built walls with associated steps and floor
surfaces were also present. These were believed to have related to an east-
west range of ancillary buildings, including a possible stable block, which
are known to have existed since at least 1856 and thought to be associated
the standing Axwell Hall constructed in 1762.

As this archaeological evaluation was conducted as part of a condition in
association with the conversion of Axwell Hall and the new building
development, no further work is deemed necessary. However, given the
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high archaeological potential of the area, it is recommended that any future
development be subject to a similar programme of archaeological
investigation.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1
1.11

1.1.2

1.1.3

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

In October 2010, North Pennines Archaeology were invited by DARE
(Northern) Ltd, to undertake an archaeological evaluation at Axwell Park,
Blaydon, Tyne and Wear (NGR NZ 1907 6203; Figure 1). The work followed
a planning application for the conversion of Axwell Hall into 23 apartments
and for the erection of a new-build enabling development comprising one
coach apartment, terraced blocks, 18 houses and nine apartments, with
garages, parking and landscaping, to the west of Axwell Hall. The proposed
works lie within the immediate vicinity of a 16t to 17" century house known
as the White House, demolished prior to the construction of Axwell Hall.
The White House is thought to be located to the west of the present Axwell
Hall. As a result, Jenifer Morrison of Tyne and Wear Specialist Conservation
Team requested a programme of archaeological investigation prior to the
new development. This archaeological programme forms part of a condition
on planning consent and is in accordance with guidance given in Planning
Policy Statement 5 (Planning for the Historic Environment) 2010.

The archaeological works were undertaken following approved statutory
guidelines (IfA 2008), and were consistent with the specification provided by
Jennifer Morrison (2005 Appendix 2) and generally accepted best practice.

This report outlines the archaeological evaluation work undertaken on-site,
the subsequent programme of post-fieldwork analysis, and the results of this
scheme of archaeological works.
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2 METHODOLOGY

2.1
2.1.1

2.2
221

222

223

224

PROJECT BRIEF

A brief for the archaeological evaluation was prepared by Jennifer Morrison,
Tyne and Wear Archaeology Officer, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd was
commissioned by the client to undertake the work. The project brief was
adhered to in full, and the work was consistent with the relevant standards
and procedures of the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA), and generally
accepted best practice.

THE FIELD EVALUATION

The evaluation consisted of the excavation of three trenches covering 192m?
of the proposed development area. The purpose of the evaluation was to
establish the nature and extent of below ground archaeological remains
within the vicinity. The evaluation trenches were located in a manner that
would maximise the potential to sample any sub-surface archaeological
features, as well as avoiding the large amounts of spoil and building
materials that were present on the site. All work was conducted according to
the recommendations of the Institute for Archaeologists (2008).

In summary, the main objectives of the field evaluation were:

e to establish the presence/absence, nature, extent and state of
preservation of archaeological remains and to record these where
they were observed;

e to establish the character of those features in terms of cuts, soil
matrices and interfaces;

e to recover artefactual material, especially that useful for dating
purposes;

e torecover palaeoenvironmental material where it survives in order to
understand site and landscape formation processes.

Concrete was removed by mechanical excavator under close archaeological
supervision. The trial trenches were subsequently cleaned by hand and all
features were investigated and recording according to the North Pennines
Archaeology Ltd standard procedure as set out in the Excavation Manual
(Giecco 2003).

All finds encountered were retained, including those from excavated topsoil,
and were cleaned and packaged according to standard guidelines, and
recorded under the supervision of F.Giecco (NPA Ltd Technical Director).
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225

2.2.6

227

2.3
231

2.3.2

All deposits encountered were deemed unsuitable for environmental
sampling, and therefore no samples were retained.

The three evaluation trenches were backfilled, following excavation and
recording.

The fieldwork programme was followed by an assessment of the data as set
out in the Management of Archaeological Projects (24 Edition, 1991).

THE ARCHIVE

A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the
specification, and in line with current UKIC (1990) and English Heritage
Guidelines (1991) and according to the Archaeological Archives Forum
recommendations (Brown 2007). The archive will be deposited within the
Great North Museum, with copies of the report sent to the Tyne and Wear
Historic Environment Record, available for viewing upon request. The
archive can be accessed under the unique project identifier NPA10, AXP-A,
CP 1296/10.

North Pennines Archaeology, and Tyne and Wear Specialist Conservation
Team, support the Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological
InvestigationS (OASIS) project. This project aims to provide an on-line
index and access to the extensive and expanding body of grey literature,
created as a result of developer-funded archaeological work. As a result,
details of the results of this project will be made available by North Pennines
Archaeology, as a part of this national project.
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3 BACKGROUND

3.1
3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

324

LOCATION AND GEOLOGICAL CONTEXT

Axwell Park lies within the widespread urban and industrial development
of the Tyne and Wear Lowlands approximately ten kilometers northeast of
Newcastle upon Tyne. The Tyne and Wear Lowlands lies between the
Magnesium Limestone Plateau to the south and east and the Durham
Coalfield Pennine Fringe to the west (Countryside Commission 1998). The
site lies at a height of approximately 50m AOD. Axwell Park is centred on
the northwestern side of the Derwent valley close to the point where the
Derwent River meets the flood plain of the River Tyne (Figure 1).

Axwell Hall is approached from the A694, crossing a small ornamental
bridge that leads up the former carriage drive. Axwell Hall is located within
the statutory Green Belt and the Axwell Park Conservation Area, and
partially within the Derwent Valley wildlife corridor.

The solid geology of the area is of Coal Measures of Upper Carboniferous
age. The underlying rocks are overlain by glacially derived till deposited
during the last glaciations (ibid).

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Introduction: this historical background is compiled mostly from secondary
sources, and is intended only as a brief summary of historical developments
specific to the study area.

Prehistoric (up to 43 AD): a number of prehistoric burials have been recorded
within Axwell Park. In 1763 a probable burial cist that contained an urn and
skull were discovered within the grounds of the park. In 1934 a further
burial associated with a Beaker was discovered in a quarry at Axwell Park.
In 1968 a food vessel and partially polished stone axe were found in a sand
pit at Axwell. A possible burial mound was also recorded in 1952, although
no longer visible (OAN 2004, TWM Archaeology 2005).

Roman (43AD-410): there is no direct evidence of Roman activity within the
immediate area of Axwell Park, although activity dating to this period is
well known within Gateshead (OAN 2004).

Medieval (410AD- 1485): the earliest reference to Axwell was in 1223,
although this probably refers to the original Axwell that was located to the
east (Watts 2002 as cited in OAN 2004). It is considered likely that an
original village of Axwell was present in the area at the time although this
was most probably located to the south of the River Derwent (OAN 2004).
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3.25

3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

3.2.9

In 1362 Axwell is recorded as a see of Durham held by William de Birtley
(MacKenzie and Ross 1834 as cited in OAN 2004). In Bishop Hatfield’s
Survey (1345-1381) Axwell is recorded as being owned by Hugh de
Redhaugh and by 1411 it had passed to Roger Thornton (Greenwell 1857
and MacKenzie and Ross 1834 as cited in OAN 2004).

Post-medieval and Modern (1485-Present): the manor was eventually passed to
the Hodgson and Selby families who divided the manor in 1632. The area of
the present Axwell Park fell into the half of the manor owned by the Selby’s.
Within this area was a house known as Whitehouse or Winlaton Whitehouse
that was set in a park of some 30 acres (TWM Archaeology 2005).

Early plans show that the Whitehouse had a T-shaped plan. Early elevations
show this as consisting of a single storey building of symmetrical design
with a hipped gable roof, central doorway and single chimney. Another
elevation shows a similar symmetrical window of two storeys with a plain
string course, a hipped roof with coping, two chimneys and a doorway with
a square surround. It is not known which of these two drawings was the
most accurate. Referring to Whitehouse in 1896 “the father Mr. Ralph Norton,
the late agent to the Axwell estate, was present at the demolition of the old hall, after
which the site was planted with trees’” (OAN 2004). According to Bourn (1896),
Whitehouse was located one hundred yards to the west of the present Hall,
although Surtees claimed that Whitehouse was located a half mile west of
the present Hall (TWM Archaeology 2005).

In 1758 Sir Thomas Clavering commissioned James Paine to design the
mansion at Axwell Park (Green 2005). The Hall was built by John Bell of
Durham to Paine’s specifications with many alterations suggested by
Clavering. Paine was so distressed by the alterations that Clavering made
that Paine stated that the ‘out-offices belonging to this house were not designed by
the author, nor had he any concern in the greatest part of the finishings of the house’
(OAN 2004). Presumably the out-offices were within the vicinity of the main
Hall, possibly the buildings to the west of the Hall. John Dobson made
additional alterations to the Hall in 1817, although what these alterations
were specifically was not recorded. Further alterations were carried out
throughout the 19* century (OAN 2004).

In the 20" century the fortunes of the Clavering family collapsed and the
Hall was put up for sale in 1920. This estate was purchased by a syndicate of
Newecastle businessmen. Various parts of the estate were then sold off for
various purposes (ibid). In 1922 the Hall became the new home for the
Newecastle Ragged School. At this time, alterations, to the building included
the addition of a new kitchen block, a schoolmaster’s house, workshops, a
sanitary block, boiler house and laundry, and staff dining area (ibid). Stobbs
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3.2.10

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

3.34

3.35

3.4
341

stated in his 2005 assessment that to the west of the hall is where the former
school classrooms and workshops were located (TWM Archaeology 2005).

In 1976-1978 a new facility was built for the school, close to the Hall, known
as Clavering House. With this the Hall closed in 1981. The hall and surplus
land were sold in 1986 to a private company and plans were put into place
to convert it to residential use.

CARTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

First Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1856 (Figure 3): the First Edition mapping
shows Axwell Hall in good detail. To the west of the hall were ancillary
buildings of unknown purpose that formed an L-shape. To the north of this
area was a well. Further west of these were the stables and House Farm.

Second Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1897 (Figure 4): there were no changes
to the buildings to the west of the Hall by the time of the Second Edition
mapping. In addition to the well, to the north of this area was now a sand
pit, well and ice house.

Third Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1919 (Figure 5): the buildings to the west
of the Hall have retained the same shape. There were now four further
buildings to the west of this. A photograph from the 1920s shows what looks
to be a stone-built wall at the back of the Hall. To the west of the Hall were
two storey buildings, one of which can just be seen in the photograph
(located within the isee Gateshead image library, Ref. No. GL001071).

Fourth Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1939 (Figure 6): by the time of the Fourth
Edition mapping, these buildings to the west of the Hall may have been the
site of the school classrooms and workshops. Although on this map the
outline of the buildings retained the same shape as in all previous mappings,
the only difference is that there was an elevated footpath and an additional
small square-shaped building to the north of these ancillary buildings.

Aerial photographs taken by Wardell Armstrong Ltd for DARE (Northern)
Ltd shows the footprint of these former buildings, still in the L-shape, to the
west of the Hall.

PREVIOUS WORK

Numerous excavations and investigations have occurred in the immediate
area within and around Axwell Park, including an archaeological building
investigation of Axwell Hall undertaken in 2004 by Oxford Archaeology
North. This involved a detailed survey of the building in order to provide an
outline of its form, development and phases of alteration. The report
concluded that the majority of changes and alterations made to the Hall
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342

3.4.3

344

345

3.4.6

were most probably implemented following the sale of the house in the
1920s and its subsequent conversion into a school. Recommendations for
further investigation were made including further investigation of the rear
wing and terrace (OAN 2004).

Following this, a second phase of investigation was instigated in which the
rear wing was the specific area of interest. Due to health and safety only an
external investigation was completed. The survey became an exercise in
improving the existing archive for the exterior of both the toilet block and
annexe as they were deemed unsafe to enter (OAN 2006).

Oxford Archaeology North also undertook a building investigation and
landscape survey of the walled gardens with a subsequent archaeological
watching brief being maintained during structural works in 2006. The
watching brief did not find any archaeological finds or features with the
exception of a manhole and several drains to the east of the smaller walled
garden (OAN 2007).

This was followed by a survey of the roof in 2007. The survey of the roof
revealed that the present structure is unlikely to represent the original 18%
century roof. However, the style of carpentry, the use of timber pegs and the
method of preparing the timbers suggested that the major timbers of the
roof were the 18" century originals. The stripping of the floors and walls
gave an insight into the original layout and construction techniques that
were applied to the Hall (OAN 2010).

In 2004 an archaeological assessment of Axwell Park was undertaken. This
research found that the Axwell Park estate was created by Sir James
Clavering in the late 17% century following his purchase of the smaller
Whitehouse estate from the Selby Family. The present Hall was built in the
18% century by Clavering. The estate was sold in 1920 with the Hall
becoming a special school. In the 1980s, Clavering House was built at the
northern end of the former estate in the northwestern end of the former
walled gardens, leaving the Hall empty ever since (TWM Archaeology
2005).

In 2005 an evaluation of the historic landscape associated with Axwell Park
was undertaken. The research noted that the Palladian-style villa was
designed in 1758 by James Paine for Sir Thomas Clavering. The landscaped
park was developed during the same period that included a walled garden
and serpentine lake. John Dobson made alterations to the house and
designed a new garden temple in 1817 for Sir Clavering. This evaluation
concluded with a number of recommendations that included the
conservation and restoration of the historic design and fabric, raising
standards of care and maintenance, and ensuring that the development
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proposals do not impact detrimentally on the historic landscape (Green
2005).

3.4.7 In 2007 an archaeological watching brief was undertaken for a site located
within the grounds of Axwell Hall. The depth of excavation was so shallow

that any subsurface archaeological remains would have remained in situ
(TWM Archeology 2007).

3.4.8 In 2009 another archaeological watching brief was undertaken within the
Axwell Park Conservation area, inside the parkland of Axwell Hall. No
archaeological features were noted (Welsh 2009).
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION RESULTS

4.1
411

4.2
421

INTRODUCTION

The evaluation was undertaken over ten working days between 29"
November and 10" December 2010. A total of three evaluation trenches were
excavated covering 192m? of the development area. The trenches intersected
each other and were excavated by a 3CX mechanical excavator using a
concrete pecker and a ditching bucket. The area of development was on
made ground which was between 0.60m and 0.70m higher than the road to
the immediate south of the site.

RESULTS

Trench 1: Trench 1 was aligned west-southwest to east-northeast and was
located in the central part of the development area (Figure 2). The reinforced
concrete layer (100) was pecked and removed by a 3CX mechanical
excavator. The trench was mechanically excavated to a maximum depth of
1.60m revealing a natural substrate (101) of yellowy brown sand (Plate 1). A
number of modern features were observed in the trench ranging from
concrete foundations and brick walls along with a variety of service pipes
and associated inspection chambers (Figure 7).

Plate 1: Trench 1 (looking west-southwest)
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4.2.2 The stratigraphy at the south-west end of the trench consisted of ¢.0.25m of
demolition rubble (114) lying over the sandy natural substrate (101) (Figure
8). Context (114) was sealed by a ¢.0.18m layer of concrete (153) which in
turn was sealed by ¢.0.20m of red brick rubble (134). Above this was c.0.20m
of reinforced concrete (100). At a distance of ¢.25m to ¢.33.50m east of the
west, south-west end of the trench the sandy natural substrate (101) was
overlain by a c.0.15m bedding layer of cobbles and grit (118). This was
sealed by a c.0.07m surface of black ashphalt (117) above which was ¢.0.08m
of yellow bedding sand (115). Above this was the reinforced concrete surface
(100). At a distance of c.40m east of the south-west end of the trench the
natural sandy substrate (101) was again sealed by c.0.15m of cobbles and grit
(118). Above this was c.0.07m of ashphalt (119) sealed by a lower, ¢.0.25m
layer of concrete (154) which in turn was sealed by the reinforced concrete
(100). At the east, north-east end of the trench a single course of red bricks
(155) measuring ¢.3.00m in length was revealed lying on the black ashphalt
(117). The bricks were sealed by the two layers of concrete (154) and (100).

Plate 2: Trench 1, Yellow Sandstone Wall (102) (looking northeast)

423 Crossing Trench 1, perpendicular to its main axis were several modern
features. At the west-southwest end of the trench was a modern ceramic
drain inspection chamber (107) set in a concrete foundation and surrounded
by ¢.0.38m of mixed backfill (109). Associated with the inspection chamber
was a ceramic standpipe (110). Immediately to the east of the inspection
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424

4.2.5

4.2.6

chamber was a modern north-south brick wall (108) set on a concrete
foundation.

At a distance of ¢.7.50m from the west end of the trench, aligned north-
south, was a yellow sandstone wall (102). The wall measured ¢.1.10m wide
and consisted of one course of roughly hewn sandstone slabs measuring
¢.0.20m in depth (Plate 2). The wall was set into the natural substrate (101) to
a depth of c.0.12m and seemed to be clay bonded. The natural was overlain
by a ¢.0.20m deposit of black sandy silt (156). This was sealed by c.0.10m of
concrete (135) over which was ¢.0.20m of redbrick rubble (134) sealed by
¢.0.20m of reinforced concrete (100).

At a distance of ¢.11.00m from the south-west end of the trench was another
modern redbrick wall (133) set on a concrete foundation. At a distance of
¢.21.50m from the south-west end of the trench was a second, modern, brick
built inspection chamber (112). This had been backfilled by mixed rubble
(113) to a depth of ¢.0.82m.

Trench 2: Trench 2 was aligned north-northeast to south-southwest (Figure
2). The reinforced concrete layer (100) was pecked and removed by a 3CX
mechanical excavator. The trench was mechanically excavated to a
maximum depth of 1.10m revealing a natural substrate of yellowy brown
sand (101) (Plate 3).
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Plate 3: Trench 2 after cleaning (looking south-south west)
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427

4.2.8

429

The stratigraphy of the trench at the northeast end consisted of ¢.0.15m of
dark grey gravel (127) lying above the sandy natural substrate (101). Above
the gravel was c.0.30m of redbrick rubble (126). This was sealed by c.0.20m
of yellow bedding sand (115) on which lay c.0.20m of reinforced concrete
(100). (Figure 9)

Across the trench at the northeast end, on a north-south axis ran the cut
[106] for a modern concrete foundation (104). Embedded in this were the
remains of three upright steel girders. Observed in section, on top of the
concrete, was a modern redbrick wall (105). This was sealed by the ¢.0.20m
layer of reinforced concrete (100). On the eastern side of the red brick wall
was the remains of a gravel backfill deposit (125).

At a distance of ¢.7.20m from the southwest end of the trench a yellow
sandstone wall (103) was observed crossing the trench in an east-west
direction. On the northern side of the wall was the cut [122] for the wall
foundation trench and its backfill of re-deposited natural (123).

<
._J_'1

Plate 4: Trench 2, Yellow Sandstone Wall (103) (looking north-east)

4.2.10 Set in the sandy natural substrate (101) the wall had a width of ¢.0.82m and a

maximum height of ¢.0.53m. The wall was constructed of irregular shaped
yellow sandstone blocks bonded with a lime mortar. Five courses were
exposed. The southern edge of the wall was flat and even constructed of
blocks with one straight edge whereas the northern side was much more
irregular. This may suggest that the wall was a retaining wall for ground on
the north side. The wall was sealed by a c.0.15m cobble and grit bedding
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4.2.11

layer (118) to the south, a ¢.0.38m yellow sandy layer (121) to the north and a
¢.0.20m demolition layer (120) immediately above it. These deposits were in
turn sealed by ¢.0.10m of black ashphalt (117) and (124), c.0.08m of yellow
bedding sand (115) and c.0.20m of reinforced concrete (100).

Located in the southern extent of the trench were two sandstone walls (128)
and (146), both aligned east west, which are believed to be contemporary
with one another as well as the previous wall (103) and are likely the
remains of an ancillary building associated with Axwell Hall. The first wall
(128) remained standing to a height of 0.64m and was faced on its north
facing side, some tooling marks were apparent on the faced blocks. The
second wall (146) remained standing to a height of 0.50m and was bound
with lime mortar along with evidence for it having been plastered at one
time on its southern faced edge (Figure 11). The wall has been truncated to
the north by a ceramic drain.

4.2.12 Between the two walls was a concrete floor surface (149) and a set of

4.2.13

associated brick and sandstone steps (129). A brick structure (147) was also
present, visible only in the east facing section. It measured 0.60m by 0.54m
and stood six courses high and was bonded with mortar. It is possible that it
is the remains of a wall constructed to block up a gap between the sandstone
wall (146) and the steps (129), if this is the case then it appears to be the last
constructed structure in the sequence.

Capping the structures were a number of modern backfill/demolition layers.
Above the steps (129) was 0.30m of a loosely mixed grey mortar layer (148)
that contained concrete fragments and sub-angular stones. Above this was a
dark grey silt and gravel deposit (131) which contained frequent red brick
and concrete fragments. Sealing the brick wall (147) and the sandstone wall
(146) was a loosely mixed deposit (131) of tarmac, sand, gravel and mortar,
measuring 0.38m thick. This was in turn capped by a tarmac deposit (130).
All these deposits were capped by 0.28m of a red brick and mortar layer
(116), which sat below the sand and cobble bedding layer (115) for the
concrete surface (100) sealing the site.
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Plate 3: Trench 2 post ex of south end of trench (looking south west)

4.2.14 Trench 3: Trench 3 was aligned north to south (Figure 2). This trench could
not be excavated to the full extent due to access problems for the machine;
the trench was excavated to a length of 23m. The reinforced concrete layer
(100) was pecked and removed by a 3CX mechanical excavator. The trench
was mechanically excavated to a maximum depth of 1.60m revealing a
natural substrate of yellowy brown sand (101) (Plate 4).

Plate 4: Trench 3 after cleaning (looking north)
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4.2.15

4.2.16

4.2.17

At the southern end of the trench three sandstone walls (139), (138) and (143)
were recorded, it is believed they are continuations of the walls uncovered
in Trench 2. The Wall (143) was aligned east west, along the same line as a
wall (103) in trench 2 and sat above the natural sand (100). The wall was
constructed from roughly shaped sandstone blocks with a rubble infill and
was faced on either side. Only one course of the wall remained and it stood
to a height of 0.20m. Sandstone wall (138) stood in the southern extent of the
trench to a height of 0.86m and was faced on either side, mortared together
and with a rubble core; the south facing face held the remains of plaster, the
other side was faced but not plastered. Wall (136) was another wide
sandstone construction, built from large blocks and was faced on both the
inner and outer sides and again in-filled with rubble. It measured 0.73m in
width and stood 0.59m in height. (Figure 10)

A concrete floor surface (137) was present at the southern extent of the
trench, between wall (136) and another, later, concrete surface (140). Floor
(137) measured 2m in length and is likely to be the same concrete surface
(149) uncovered in Trench 2. Sat above surface (137) was another surface
(140) which was the base for steps (139) both structures were built from
bricks and skimmed with concrete. The steps (139) butted up to sandstone
wall (138) on their north side and to the south a white brick wall (141) was
present as part of the construction, standing one brick wide and 11 courses
high (Figure 10). A separate brick structure of unknown purpose (151) stood
in the south east corner of the concrete surface (137) and butted up to the
north face of sandstone wall (136). The brick structure (151) stood 0.61m
high and consisted of 6 courses of white ‘Lilly” bricks constructed on a brick
base and forming a small alcove.

The structures in the southern extent of the trench were all sealed by a
loosely compacted rubble backfill (142) consisting of white bricks, dark grey
silty soil and other rubble fragments, this deposit measured 1.3m maximum
in depth where it filled the void between walls (136) and (138). At the
southern end of the trench the rubble layer was capped by a red brick and
mortar layer (116) measuring 0.28m in depth. Both these rubble backfill
layers were sealed by 0.08m of sand/ cobble bedding layer (115) for the
concrete surface (100) which sealed the site.
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Plate 5: Oblique of west facing section, south end of Trench 3 (looking south west)

4.2.18 The northern end of Trench 3 was excavated to an average depth of 0.50m
and revealed 0.05m of natural light brown soft sand (101), which was
capped by 0.15m of mid brown silty sandy clay, which was below the sandy
concrete bedding layer (115) and they were all capped by the concrete
surface (100) that covered the site.

4.2.19 Two service cables were detected at the northern end of the trench, and a
modern east west aligned concrete footing was also noted, along a similar
alignment to the one recorded within Trench 2.
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S FINDS

5.1 FINDS ASSESSMENT

5.1.1 A total of one find from one context was recovered during the evaluation.
This was an iron horse shoe recovered from the mixed ceramic building
material, mortar rubble, layer (119) immediately above the walls and floor
uncovered at the southern end of Trench 2. Heavily corroded the shoe
measured 115mm in diameter and had a thickness of 7mm. Nail-holes were
spaced right around the shoe and in some holes broken nails remained.
There were no signs of a fuller groove, although this may have been masked
by corrosion. Retention of broken nails may suggest the shoe was casually
lost. The horseshoe typology suggests a post 18" century date or later.

5.1.2 The find was not retained as little could be gained from further analysis.

Context | Trench Material | Quantity | Weight (kg) Period
119 2 Horseshoe 1 0.192 Post Medieval

Table 1: Finds Table of Artefacts Recovered from the Evaluation.
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6 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1
6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

6.1.5

CONCLUSIONS

During the archaeological field evaluation at Axwell Park, three trenches
were excavated, covering 192m? of the proposed development area. The
purpose of the evaluation was to establish the nature and extent of below
ground archaeological remains within the vicinity, the evaluation trenches
being located to provide a representative sample of the development area.
All trenches were excavated down to the top of the natural substrate.

All three trenches contained archaeological features. Much of the
archaeology provided clear evidence of a predominantly redbrick structure
built on concrete foundations. The services associated with this building
were clearly evident in the form of ceramic drains, cast iron and lead water
pipes and cable conduits. These features can be attributed to the Newcastle
Ragged School which took over the use of Axwell Hall and its associated
buildings in 1922. In 1933 the school became an Approved School or Borstal.

The first edition Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1856 clearly shows an L-
shaped range of buildings immediately to the west of Axwell Hall. It seems
likely that the yellow sandstone walls and associated floors and steps,
recorded in the southern sections of Trenches 2 and 3, are the remains of the
east-west wing of this building. The north-south, yellow sandstone wall
observed in Trench 1 forms the western end of this building. The two
northern yellow sandstone walls uncovered in Trenches 1 and 2 were the
northern wall of a raised walkway immediately to the north of the east-west
building. This wall is also shown on the first edition Ordnance Survey 25
inch map and still appears to be in existence on the fourth edition Ordnance
Survey map of 1939, although with some minor alterations. The raised
walkway to the north of the range may account for the existence of steps
leading down to floors which were at ground level on the south side of the
building.

There was a paucity of finds from the archaeological evaluation. Only one
find, an iron horse shoe of post medieval date was recovered. This was
retrieved from the rubble layer sealing the range of ancillary buildings
revealed on the southern side of the development area.

The function of the east-west range of ancillary buildings was probably
primarily that of a stable block. The Oxford Archaeology North,
Archaeological Building Investigation of Axwell Hall states that, “ by 1856 a
complex arrangement of buildings were associated with the hall including
stables and a Home and that, “the stable block was demolished in the late
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6.1.6

6.2
6.2.1

1960s and replaced in 1970 with new classrooms and workshops”. Stobbs
referring to Anderson and Garland 1920 states that, “to the west of the hall
were stables, with a coachman’s house and a groom’s bothy above, and a
garage for three cars”.

No archaeological evidence was found within the excavated trenches to
suggest the existence of an earlier hall building.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The archaeological field evaluation followed a specification set out by
Jennifer Morrison, Tyne and Wear Archaeology Officer. Its aim was to
establish the nature and extent of below ground remains, within the
proposed development area, immediately to the west of Axwell Hall. This
had particular relevance to establishing whether or not an earlier hall known
as the “Whitehouse”, had existed in this area. As no evidence for this was
present within the evaluation trenches, no further work is deemed
necessary. However, given the significance of Axwell Hall and the
surrounding parkland, it is recommended that any future invasive work be
subject to an appropriate programme of archaeological investigation.
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT TABLE

Context Context Trench Description

Number Type Number
100 Deposit 1,2,3 Grey, Reinforced Concrete
101 Deposit 1,2,3 Yellow / Brown, Sandy Natural Substrate
102 Structure 1 North-South, Yellow Sandstone Wall
103 Structure 2 East-West, Yellow Sandstone Wall
104 Structure 2 Grey, Concrete Foundation Fill of [106]
105 Structure 2 Redbrick Wall
106 Cut 2 Cut For Concrete Foundation (104)
107 Structure 1 Drain Inspection Chamber
108 Structure 1 North-South, Grey, Concrete, Wall Base
109 Deposit 1 Yellowish / Brown, Mixed Backfill
110 Cut 1 Cut For Ceramic Service Pipe
111 Void Void Void
112 Structure 1 Brick Building Remains
113 Deposit 1 Mid / Dark Grey, Mixed Backfill
114 Deposit 1 Dark Grey, Stone Rubble Layer
115 Deposit 1,2,3 Yellow Bedding Layer
116 Deposit 2,3 Redbrick and Mortar Rubble Layer
117 Deposit 1,2 Black Ashphalt Layer
118 Deposit 1,2 Mid Grey, Cobble and Grit, Bedding Layer
119 Deposit 2 Light Grey Rubble Layer
120 Deposit 2 Mid Grey, Mortar and Sand, Demolition Layer
121 Deposit 2 Yellow / Brown, Silty / Sand Layer
122 Cut 2 Cut Of Foundation Trench For Wall (103)
123 Fill 2 Yellow / Brown, Sandy Backfill of [104]
124 Deposit 2 Black, Sandy , Ashphalt
125 Deposit 2 Mid Grey, Coarse Gravel Layer
126 Deposit 2 Red / Brown, Brick Rubble Layer
127 Deposit 2 Dark Grey, Gravel Layer
128 Structure 2 East-West, Yellow Sandstone, Wall
129 Structure 2 Yellow Brick And Yellow Sandstone, Steps
130 Deposit 2 Black Ashphalt, Demolition Material
131 Deposit 2 Dark Grey, Demolition Layer
132 Deposit 2 Dark Grey, Mixed Material, Levelling Layer
133 Structure 1 Cream / Pale Grey, Brick Wall
134 Deposit 1 Redbrick Rubble Layer
135 Deposit 1 Grey Concrete Layer
136 Structure 3 Yellow Sandstone Wall
137 Structure 3 Grey Concrete Floor
138 Structure 3 East-West, Yellow Sandstone Wall
139 Structure 3 Brick and Concrete Steps
140 Structure 3 Brick and Concrete Floor
141 Structure 3 White Brick Wall
142 Deposit 3 White / Grey, Brick Rubble Infill
143 Wall 3 East-West, Yellow Sandstone Wall
144 Cut 2 Cut For Ceramic Service Pipe
145 Fill 2 Yellow /Brown, Silty / Sandy Backfill of [144]
146 Structure 2 East-West, Yellow Sandstone Wall
147 Structure 2 North-South, Hand Made, Redbrick Wall / Pillar
148 Deposit 2 Grey / Black, Demolition Levelling Layer
149 Deposit 2 Dark Grey, Concrete Layer
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Context Context Trench Description
Number Type Number
150 Deposit 2 Possible Stone Step
151 Structure 3 Small Brick Structure North of (136)
152 Structure 3 White / Yellow Brick Walls
153 Deposit 1 Concrete
154 Deposit 1 Concrete
155 Deposit 1 Red brick layer
156 Deposit 1 Black sandy silt infill

Table 2: List of Contexts issued during Evaluation
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APPENDIX 2: PROJECT SPECIFICATION
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SPECIFICATION FOR PRELIMINARY EVALUATION WORK TO RECORD
SUSPECTED mmnﬂl%mm AT AXWELL PARK, BLAYDON,

Planning permission has been granted for the conversion of Axwell Hall 1o 23
apartments and for the erection of & new-build enabling development comprising 1
machapmt_mmdhbckxdﬂ houses and ertm&nm with garages.
parking and landscaping, 1o the immediale west of the Hall

The appointed archasoiogical contracior mugt consuft the previcus archaeological
raparts for the sita bafore starting work - thess reports aré an arochasciogical
sssessmant of Axwall Park (Tyne and Wear Museums, January 2005), Appraisal of
Designed Landscape of Axwell Park (Fiora Green, Fabruary 2005) and buiiding
recording of Awxwell Hall (Oxford Archasology Norh, Decembar 2004}

Thera was a house caked “The White Housa” within the park before the present
Axwell Hall was budt. 11 is likely to have bean sixisanth 1o sevanteanth century (n

) date. The White Houss is shown on plans dating to c1720 and 1740 and 3 plan of Sir
T, Clavering's kands in 1823, The historian Boume said that the Whits House was
demolished before Axwedl Hall was bullt. The earler housa probably lay to the west
of Axnwell Hall, on land now proposed for the enabling development of new houses.

Subsurface remains of the White House may sunave, In recent pears thera ware
school buildings on the sile.

Three evaluation trenches are needed 1o inform tha Planning Aulhority of the
mmmmmﬂnﬂnmmmmmmmmmm
by a suitably qualified and mﬁldlmrmnluglmimwhiﬁnnﬂuwﬂmﬂ
mmnmwwwmmmu Impnrunr;urnmd
on ihe plot. The purpose of this briel i to cbiain lenders for this work. The repon
mist be the definitive record for depasition in the Tyne and Wear HER, and it must
contain recommeandatons for any further work &d on this site before
development destroys any archasciogical remains.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BRIEF
The work can be spiit into two sections;
3 1; evaluation of srchasciogically sensitive deposits

post-evaiuation analysis and report production including
h.ﬂmrm an tha site, if approprats

11 Archegociogical svaluation
Thnmdmmmnmh‘ﬂampanwﬂnﬂﬂ The locations can be adiusted
whare necessary to svoid services elc. The dimansions of tha thres trenches are

Trameh orve 2m x 20m
Tranchas two and threa 2m x 40m
in plan

Tranch positions should be sccuralely surveyed prior io excavation and tied in to fhe
national grid. Tha trenches should be sxcavated 1o the depth of natural subsoll. The
l{lﬁr::?ﬂm mnbgmmd in order to step the sides io reach depths greater than

= required,

Tasks
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y archasslogical warthy
prasarvation in-situ. watian is to be carmied oul by single context and
mrdudn:pmh-mmmm Festures over 0.5 m in diameler can be Falf
sachioned.

. Archasclogical of
excavatio amnmvﬁummmmﬂﬂﬂdmmpﬂmad.ﬂr%ﬂphrmﬂ
> ‘archasciogical

: Environmantal bulk soil sam of 30 fitres volums, 1o ba sub-
Ea'nphd = |etar wﬂﬁlphﬂm E:IMMEMHU

It ks 1 ber af ples be
. mw:m: smtad alaﬁanm'n of sam

{uncontaminated) can mmummthmmammmm
production and publication of B samplas.

foilowing informiation should be provided with the environmenial samples to be
i mhfh{muuumdnaiumwhhturyufmm aims and objectives of
mmm&mmm context lypes anﬁs"t_r;hnmph:
umpi'elurgﬁ:mptmudim mmnmmnﬂnnm
of samples shall only be undertaken if deposits ar found 10

Laboratory processing
be reasanably well dated. or linked la recognisabie featuras and from contexts the
dartvation of which can be understood with a degres of confidence.

m:nhﬂnlpﬁf\gm‘ﬂamhrmnnmam and samples for
scaantifi be sought from EngiEhHﬂﬂtaga
wmm Scienca (0181 37 Iﬂfgl’. ihe evaluation hegﬁ

Sdentific ng should be undertaken in 2 manner consistant with “Tha
%ﬁm English Heritage 1881 and with
& ydmwm.tppﬁm]mmmmmmm“m
Commissioning Archasologists”, English Hertapa, 2003,

A renge of Teatures, and all phases of activity, need o be sampled for charrad plant
remeins and charcoal. Aceramic featurss should not be avoided as the plant remains
from these festures may help to date them. features should be sempled in
sﬁuhpﬁm es ovar time. Parl, or all of sach of the conlexts shauld be
should be processed in their entiraly, Al flols should
scanned, andm residues.

Aime of anvironmental sampling = to determing the ebundance/concentration of ha
material within the festures and how well the material is preserved, Io characlerise
mmmﬁ[ma gile) and asch phass, to datermina tha significance of the material
and it= activities took place on the site? What
nﬂﬁm:hﬂﬁ%ﬂh&?hm“ evwdance for changes in
hfammpmmm ugh time? How did peaple use lendscape’ Can we
partain activilas at carlain locations within the sie? Function and date af
Inmru:umaspm muumhmmﬂmmwmwu
nfﬂu.nldas;unﬁi!ma' 7 Is the charcoal the result of domestic or indusirial
fusl?
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can ba taken from features such as lakes, ponds, palascchannals,
.WWWM.MEMWMWM.MWWWB&FM
in wells, ditches and latrines sic. Substances such as honey, besr or i wruﬂmﬁ

indicate site=, will indicate the aof
;;g:.ﬂmﬁwﬂﬁmumﬂ:rwm latrine fligs survive in mmmmm
mmmmmﬂ val buildings etc), Samples need 1o be sesled (e0.
ina plastic box), 1

\Whare thers is evidence for industrial aclivity, macroscopic technological
amiummu;mmwm.am should be colfecied for
m (hammer-scale and spherical droplels). Guidance is avaliabia in the
Eﬁ%'hﬁmﬂnﬂh‘m’mm1

. Buried soils and sadi  should be inspectad and recorded on site
&a%{r@ﬂuﬁdﬂmemmmmmhhmﬂ

ment
*Enwiranmental Archasology”. 2002 should be followed,

8. Sampling for wooden struciures should follow the methodalogies
prasentad in "W mm.aﬂmmmlmmm,mm
conservation and curalion of wa wood” B Brunning, 1984, if bmbers are
liksly to be present on your site, ot 8 wood specisiist beforahand. Pre-
excavation planning — determine questions to ask, on @ sampling stralagy,
® allocats reasonable time and Soi samples shouid be taken of e
surrounding the timbar. Kaep the tir < wall them =sap on-Site — plan.

L mﬁmmlbnmmodlammnurrImMHanf
w@gﬂm%{mmm ), GonvErsion tachnoiogy (how the wood was
fuirreed mim}.h.ﬁldhglmmnqummdmﬂmuud.

& Waterlogged organic materials should be deait with following recommendations
h'Guﬁam.fmﬁBmmmmtﬁgdardmw.Emhhmw
and Archesological Leather Group 1895,

7. Animal bone sssemblages should be assessed by a recognised specialist

: Hmmmuimmuﬂhatruhdnﬂmmu#lﬁ?ed Excavaiors miust comply
Elﬁ'l‘ﬁ'lﬂ ralevant kegislation {essantially the Burial At mMWMﬂmmmF
health concams. , human remains must be lefl coversd end
mm.mmmmﬂwwﬂhmmﬁrlrﬂm?ﬁ ca,
coroner and County Archasologist. If it is agreed that remaval of the remains
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Ardunmg

Act 1986 Any treasurs mus! ba o The mmmsdmm
Liaison Officer, Philippa Waltan | 811278 or p.iwsitoni@ngl ag.uk) who can
provide Aot procedures,

10.  Tha Archasclogical Canfracior must detall measures taken o ensure tha safa
mﬂmmmw.Wanmmmmrummmmm

working in close proxamity (o the foundations of the surrounding
Climt wish o of 1 fcal Contractor's
. bn.:Hrng:.“ m’f 588 Cophas Ardmmg

11.  The Archeeoiogical Contracior must ba abie to provide written proof that the
necassary levels of insurance Cover ara in place

1.?_ Archeeokogical Cantractor must maintzin g Site for the benafit of
wmmmmm m'l!rmnhmunidiyhy ay basis, wﬂh'ﬁul
present, duration of fime on site. eic. and contact with

13. Al staff emploved by mmwcﬂﬂnmmrmm
archaeoiogisis with and experkencs o undertake work fo ihe
highest professional

Finds Storage

Consanvation Gui
.' ehalf of the Clisnt, A

Mwmnmwmwmm%mnm
mmpndhuumm "Standard guittances for the collectian,
:Inmmﬁm resaarch of ical materigls®, 2001. Finds
um canditions. as detsied
mﬁm mHﬁMWFm mmwm&:&m
Wmmumudmmwnumcmw
Preparafion of EWMMMLWWIWM1ND]
Dustaile of mathodologles may ba reguested from the Archasological Contractor

5 muzlfpmmmmdmmmﬂﬁzwwm
E mrinimum, bwo wesks: fiedd-work, for the Client and the
Planning Autherity, winacnp-_.rforuimmﬂmmmu Cumlyl.:m.ght This will
contain the recommendations for any further work nesdad on
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2. The production of Site Archives and Finds Anatysis will be underta
WhWHmGMmeMr;}ﬁqugﬂM

3 A full report with the features should be produced month
of tha complation of the fieid-work, All drawn work thﬁﬁmtmmwi

. Location plans of trenches and grid reference of sile

- Eummhmwammnmm.wmmaam
Sections of the two main trench axes and through vated fealures
Codour photog nfhm#nsnrﬂwhnmrﬂ:ﬂ.ﬁmhghlfnam
Tables and ] summarising leature ant anafact sequences.
wmdmm:;mmﬁ gmwmuumwmm&amnj
Descriptions and illustrations of arisfacs ]

Laboraiory reporis and summaries of envirenmental datz. with collsction

methodology.
= ::&mnﬂummmufmummmmmmmm

4, Threa bound and collated copies of the repart nesd to be submitied, one f
the commissioning Client, ane for the planning s , 8nd one for de i innr
mﬂﬁlﬁﬂ%ﬂmmﬁmm.&ﬂQM|mwn the report on CO &5 atso

- sént with the paper report in 2 plastic case
Mndbarﬂummtph'u}. 5 ot

5 It significant archaeciogical features are found during the evaluatio
mmamwmhummw !.Trr'éﬁl.:wnr
furmnuhﬁnaﬁuhmjnurrwhfm Aﬁ::rlh& ns!'mr‘tm el
.ina =1 a8 g Al f
mhmmmMmMMWﬂnﬁ;ﬁ?ﬂmhs e

OASIS

of
onling indes/access o the large and growing of archasaiag literature
mmdnammlﬁmmﬂwm i '
archaecloglcal contractor I therefore required fo register with OASIS and
. m?immmmstsmmrhumum-t =
Nile: /acs. angs 8¢ uk/projectiossis/. Pleasa ensure that tenders for this
into account tha ime needed o complets the Torm. I S

Once the OASIS record has been completed and signed off by the HER and NMR
mmwmmlwmmmmmwﬁmmmx.
hosted onfine by the Archaeclogy Data Sarvica.

The ultimate aim of OASIS is for an onfing virual library of literature to be

up, linked to the index. ﬂmmﬂmrﬂfmalmhnﬁﬂdndmmﬂ‘ﬂrnm?mm
Eteralure report a5 part of their CASIS record, 3s a Microsofi Word document, rich
hﬂ;umﬂﬂwﬁlhmmmwmmmwmhmmbrm
ADS If both the unit and the HER give thair agreement. The grey Iterature repor will
be made availabls through a library catalogue facility.

Hmmamamwumdmﬂﬂwnummmmm.ﬂmmmln
upload your grey [Heraturs report plesse ensura that cllent tor thiis |
writing to the: HER af the address below i i .

iy

FoR THE USE OF DARE (NORTHERN) LTD. -36-



AXWELL PARK, BLAYDON, TYNE AND WEAR: ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT ©NPA LTD JAN-2011

Far genaml enguines about the OASIS peoject aims and the use of the form please
- contact: Mark Barratt i the National Monuments Record (tel. 01723 414600 or
8 , For enguiries of & tachnical nature pleass oontact:
Wmmmmmmwm&nﬂm{u 01804 433054 or
mgggg Or contact the Tyne and Wear Archaeclogy Dfficar at the

THE TENDER
Tanders for the work should contain the follewing:-

1 Brief detzils of the staff eamployed and thelr relevent experience
2 Details of any sub-contractors emplayed
3 Awmﬁmmmmmmmﬁmm
Costs for the excavation, incl. sub-headings of staff costs on a
. mﬁmmm
* Coast of Environmenizl-analysis
: Esﬂmmmﬂfurrulpuhﬂmﬁmcfmﬁunslnmamm

E gﬂ'ﬂfhﬂﬂﬂ

. 4, An indication of the required nofification period {from agreement to start dale)
for i feid-work; the durstion of fieldwork and the axpactad dats for
complation of the post-axcavation work (3 maximum of § manths afier
eomplation af the fisldwork)

MONITORING

The Archasalogical Confracior will faform the Mm«m&rdmmmd
snd dates of the excevalion loenable the CA fo momilor the In progress,
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APPENDIX 3: FIGURES
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2 : Locations of the evaluation trenches
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Figure 5: Third Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1919
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Figure 6: Fourth Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1939
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Figure 7 : Plan of excavated features
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Figure 9 : East facing section of trench 2
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Figure 10 :Section and elevation of southern end of Trench 3
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Figure 11 : Elevations of walls (103), (128) and (146) in trench 2




