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Introduction 
1. This Data Structure Report has been prepared for Mackay Planning on behalf of their 

client, Philipshill Retirement Village Ltd, in respect of their proposal for the construction 
of a retirement village at Philipshill, East Kilbride. The archaeological works were 
designed to inform the planning decision on an application for planning consent, and 
inform the development of mitigation of any adverse impact on significant archaeological 
remains present. 

2. South Lanarkshire Council have requested additional information to clarify the nature of 
the archaeological potential of the ground prior to determining on the grant of planning 
consent. The West of Scotland Archaeology Service who advise South Lanarkshire Council 
on archaeological matters has provided guidance on the structure of archaeological works 
required on this site during development works. They have proposed an initial evaluation 
at an 8% sample level of the available ground. 

3. Rathmell Archaeology Limited has been appointed by Mackay Planning on behalf of 
Philipshill Retirement Village Ltd to undertake the development and implementation of 
the archaeological investigation works. The project works have been defined by a Method 
Statement (Williamson 2013) that was agreed with the West of Scotland Archaeology 
Service. 

Archaeological and Historical Background 
4. The proposed development area comprises enclosed agricultural ground with elements of 

an industrial estate, to the immediate southwest of Philipshill at the western edge of East 
Kilbride. The proposed development area is bounded by the A727/A726 to the north, by 
Barbana Road and the A726 to the east, and by a road running from the A727 
southwards along its western side.  

5. The name of Philipshill first appears on Roy’s Military Survey of Scotland (Lowlands 1752-
55, see Figure 1a) as a small cluster of buildings and enclosures, although the name 
‘Padpshil’ visible on Pont’s map of 1596 and Blaeu’s map of 1654, is a possible earlier 
occurrence. The name of Braehead, currently located to the west of the proposed 
development area, also appears on Roy’s survey as a smaller cluster of structures. The 
area surrounding both of these sites is depicted as arable land shown by the presence of 
rig and furrow. The sites of Philipshill and Braehead appear consistently on mapping after 
this point (with slight variations in spelling), with the surrounding road network 
recognisable as it is today starting to appear in Richardson’s map of 1795 and becoming 
more established by Forrest’s map of 1816.  

6. The first mapping which shows the layout of the enclosed field system across the 
proposed development area, as well as the presence of Kingsknowe farmstead just 
outwith its western edge, is the 1st edition of the Ordnance Survey in 1864 (Figure 1b). 
This field layout remains unchanged until the 3rd edition Ordnance Survey in 1913. The 
only change within the development area in this time is the presence of two old quarries 
which appear at the northeastern edge in the 2nd edition Ordnance Survey of 1898, still 
present in the 3rd edition. 

7. During the first half of the 20th century, the eastern half of the proposed development 
area became the site of The Victoria Auxiliary Infirmary which was founded in 1929 and 
became one of only two spinal units within Scotland. The hospital is marked on the 4th 
edition Ordnance Survey of 1938 (Figure 2a) but was later extended, visible by the 5th 
edition Ordnance Survey of 1949. This extension is likely to have occurred during the 
Second World War and can be seen on the Ordnance Survey Air Photo Mosaics of 
Scotland in 1946 (Figure 2b). The hospital later became known as Philipshill Hospital in 
the 1970s (Canmore ID: 181566) and was closed in 1992. The majority of the hospital 
was demolished in the 1990s with no structures left standing within the proposed 
development area. The Philipshill Hospital Chapel (Canmore ID: 228688), built in 1931, 
remains standing to this day as a Category B Listed Building outwith the area to the 
northeast. 
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Figure 1a: Roy’s Military Survey of Scotland 1752-55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1b: 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1864  

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland.

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland.
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Figure 2a: 4th edition Ordnance Survey 1938 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2b: Ordnance Survey Air Photo Mosaics of Scotland 1946 

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland.

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland.
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8. No other known archaeological sites are located within the proposed development area. 
The presence of earlier activity is known within the surrounding area however. Prehistoric 
activity is suggested by the findspot of a stone axehead (Canmore ID: 44902, WoSAS 
Pin: 9256) in the area to the northeast. Approximately 800m to the west of the area in 
Thorntonhall, a cremation burial dating from the Middle to Late Bronze Age was also 
uncovered (Canmore ID: 274182, WoSAS Pin: 52392). Two Scheduled Monuments, 
Castle Hill Motte (Canmore ID: 44901, WoSAS Pin: 9253) and Rough Hill Motte (Canmore 
ID: 44902, WoSAS Pin: 9254), also sit to the northeast of the area showing the 
surrounding landscape to have been well occupied during the medieval period. 

9. Previous archaeological work has been carried out within the proposed development area 
and the surrounding landscape. AOC Archaeology Group carried out a series of watching 
briefs in 2004 on groundbreaking works associated with the diversion of gas pipelines 
(Wilson 2004). One of these watching briefs covered a section of land running NE-SW 
across the northwestern portion of the proposed development area. The works failed to 
reveal any significant archaeological features or artefacts. Outwith the proposed 
development area, archaeological works were required prior to the new road construction 
works on the Glasgow Southern Orbital (the current A726). Included in this were 
evaluation works carried out to the southeast of the site (Rees 2002 – Land Parcel 21). 
These again failed to reveal any archaeological features. 

Project Works 
10. An archaeological evaluation was undertaken between the 1st and 5th July 2013, which 

was carried out in keeping with the methods outlined in the Method Statement 
(Williamson 2013). This evaluation consisted of the excavation of a series of intrusive 
trenches for the purposes of exposing an 8% sample of the available ground within the 
development area (total size roughly 3.97 ha) to be archaeologically examined. 

11. The trenches were placed in accordance with the terms of the Method Statement 
(Williamson 2013). In total 1651.4 linear metres of trenching were excavated, slightly 
exceeding the 1588 linear metres required for the purposes of this investigation. The 
position of the trenches is depicted in the site plan below (Figure 3). 

12. As already discussed in the Method Statement (Williamson 2013), certain areas of the 
site were excluded from the study area due to previous disturbance from the presence of 
Philipshill Hospital in the eastern half, drainage works in the northern portion and an 
earlier archaeological watching brief. As well as this, areas were also excluded due to the 
presence of known services including water, waste water, electric, BT and two high 
pressure gas mains which ran across the centre of the northern half of the site. The 
presence of the high pressure gas mains required the laying down of bog mats to form 
two crossing points across their line so that the machine could gain access to the 
northwestern portion of the site. This was done in accordance with direct guidance from 
SGN who were kept informed of the works at all times. 

13. All works were conducted in accordance with West of Scotland Archaeology Service 
Standard Conditions, the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standards and Policy Statements 
and Code of Conduct and Historic Scotland Policy Statements. 

Findings 
14. In all, 37 evaluation trenches were excavated across the development area, using a 360° 

tracked 13 ton mechanical excavator with a toothless 2m ditching bucket (Figure 3). The 
details of the trenches may be found in Appendix 1 within this document. Included below 
is a synthesis of the findings and interpretation from these trenches. 

15. At the time of the works, the development site was heavily overgrown with vegetation. 
Some areas of the site also showed obvious signs of waterlogging, and indeed, the 
trenching works revealed a predominantly clay subsoil which would not allow for much 
natural drainage of the area. 

16. The trenches were excavated through turf and topsoil (001) which was a moderately 
compacted red brown silty clay with frequent rootlets and small stone inclusions,  
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Figure 3: Site plan showing available ground and layout of trenches as machined 
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measuring between 120 and 770mm in depth across the site. The trenches which had 
shallower topsoil were located towards the southern end of the site. 

17. Underlying this was natural subsoil which predominantly consisted of a very compact clay 
(002), (005), (007), (010) and (011). These varied in colour across the site and also in 
the frequency of their stone inclusions. Subsoil (002), which was present across the 
majority of the trenches, was pink/grey in colour with frequent stone inclusions (Figure 
5a), while (005) was a mottled orange colour with flecks of purple/grey and contained 
fragments of degraded stone and occasional small stones. Both (007) and (010) had no 
inclusions, and were mottled pale grey yellow, and yellow orange in colour, respectively. 
(011), only present in Trench 34, was dark grey in colour and contained humic peaty 
patches, appearing to mark an area which had been frequently waterlogged in the past.  

18. The only variation from the clay subsoil were areas of natural bedrock (006) which 
consisted of a very compact sandstone, mottled pink, yellow and grey in colour (Figure 
5b). (006) was revealed at the far western end of the northern field (Trench 7) and in the 
southeastern field (Trenches 18, 31 and 32). 

19. The majority of the trenches revealed modern disturbance in the form of field drains. The 
most frequent type of field drain present comprised a rubble field drain (003) measuring 
0.24m wide. These were present spread out across the entire site. A number of red tile 
field drains (004) were also present measuring 0.1m in diameter. These were less 
frequent than the rubble field drains and appeared mainly in the northern field as well as 
sporadically across the southern fields. The presence of both rubble and red tile drains 
indicates that the site has seen more than one phase of attempts to improve the 
drainage of the ground. 

20. Only two potentially archaeological features were exposed which both appeared to be 
modern in date: [008] and (012). 

21. [008] was exposed in Trench 2 as a wide linear shaped feature crossing the trench from 
east to west and measuring 5.5m wide. It contained a tree trunk at its base and the 
remains of branches laid out across the top surface (Figure 6a). The base of the feature 
was heavily waterlogged preventing it from being fully excavated. The fill (009) of the 
feature consisted of a top layer of topsoil measuring to a depth of 100mm overlying peat 
present to an unknown depth. A fragment of modern plastic was revealed underlying one 
of the branches which places the feature as modern in date. The edges of the feature ran 
outwith the trench, and it was not met in any of the adjacent trenches, so its full shape 
and extent is uncertain. The exact nature of the feature and whether it was definitely 
archaeological is also uncertain, but the location of the branches suggested possible 
deliberate placement, maybe utilising the branches to cover over the top of a 
waterlogged area. 

22. Deposit (012) was present across the full length of Trench 37 and consisted of a mixture 
of topsoil and modern demolition material with inclusions of brick and tile, and frequent 
small to large angular stones (Figure 6b). Two test pits were put in at either end of the 
trench to try and evaluate the depth of this deposit. The test pit at the southwestern end 
of the trench revealed natural subsoil (007) at a depth of 1.5m below the current ground 
surface, while the test pit at the northeastern end of the trench dug down to a depth of 
2m without getting to the base of the deposit. 

23. No other archaeological features were uncovered on site and the only artefacts observed, 
other than that mentioned from feature [008] and deposit (012), were occasional 
fragments of modern white glazed pottery and modern glass within the topsoil (001). 

Discussion 
24. The results of the evaluation trenching yielded no evidence of significant archaeological 

remains within the development area. 

25. The main type of archaeological feature present was field drains which were uncovered 
across the full extent of the site in the form of both red tile and rubble. The presence of 
the two different types of field drain suggests that there may have been more than one 
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phase of attempting to improve the drainage of the ground. Indeed the predominantly 
clay nature of the subsoil alongside the presence of waterlogged areas still visible on the 
ground’s surface within some areas of the site, supports a need to improve this aspect of 
the land. 

26. The most notable archaeological deposit present within the development area was the 
modern made ground (012) exposed within Trench 37. This trench lies to the east of a 
drainage pond on the top of higher ground (Figure 4a) near to the northern boundary of 
the site and to the west of where Philipshill Hospital stood. The presence of demolition 
material including bricks and tiles suggests that at least part of this higher ground is the 
result of a build up of material dumped during the demolition of the hospital. The 
immediate area surrounding the drainage pond also appears to have been heavily 
landscaped (Figure 4b) and a culvert running off the pond through the area to the south 
of Trench 37, where a series of manholes are also present, suggests there is further 
disturbance to the surrounding area from the insertion of these drainage features. 

27. The only other feature present within the trenching was feature [008] in Trench 2. This 
feature appears to have been the site of a tree, the trunk itself still present at the base, 
but it also appears to have possibly involved the deliberate re-use of the remains of the 
tree, where the branches have been laid across the upper layers of an area of peat and 
topsoil overlying the tree trunk. The presence of modern plastic dates this feature as 
modern and it is possible that, due to the presence of water at the base of the feature, 
this may represent a deliberate attempt to stabilise and strengthen the ground above an 
area of waterlogging. 

Recommendations  
28. No significant archaeological remains were located within the development area and the 

only anthropic material observed suggested modern use of the site. 

29. On balance, given the lack of significant archaeological material recovered in the course 
of the evaluation works, Rathmell Archaeology Ltd recommends that no further 
archaeological work be carried out within this development area. 

30. The appropriateness and acceptability of our recommendations rest with South 
Lanarkshire Council and their advisors, the West of Scotland Archaeology Service. 

Conclusion 
31. A programme of archaeological works was required by Mackay Planning Ltd on behalf of 

Philipshill Retirement Village Ltd in respect to their proposal for the construction of a 
retirement village at Philipshill, East Kilbride. The archaeological works were designed to 
mitigate the impact on the archaeological remains within the development area. 

32. The archaeological investigative works consisted of an intrusive evaluation which was 
designed to assess an 8% sample of the proposed development area. No significant 
archaeological features were discovered. The most prominent archaeological features 
present were field drains showing improvement across the site for its use for agricultural 
purposes. An area of made ground was identified within higher ground at the northern 
end of the site, containing demolition material which appeared to have been deposited 
from the demolition of the hospital. The only other potentially archaeological feature 
present was the site of a fallen tree where the branches appeared to have been possibly 
re-used to cover over an area of waterlogging and strengthen the ground above. The 
presence of modern plastic from within this feature placed it as modern in date. 

33. Based on the results of this evaluation, we have recommended that no further works are 
required within this area of the development. 
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Figure 4a: General shot showing higher ground at site of Trench 37 from the north-north-
west 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4b: General shot showing drainage pond from the southwest 
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Figure 5a: Trench 5 from the northeast showing clay subsoil (002) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5b: Trench 32 showing bedrock (006)  
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Figure 6a: Shot of feature [008] from the southeast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6b: Deposit (012), as seen in the test pit at the northeast end of Trench 37, from 
the southwest 
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Appendix 1: Trench Details 
Within this appendix a standardised set of data pertaining to the evaluation trenches is presented. 

All measurement distances quoted along the trench measure based on the quoted orientation of the trench.  

Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

1 West to east 2m by 
44.7m 

 

89.4m2 

500 to 
560mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

Rubble field drains (003) present at 
+3.5m, +10.3, +13.7m, +27.5m, 
+33.8m and +41.5m, all with 
common orientation NNE-SSW. 
Rubble drain (003) at 13.7m with 
orientation ESE-WSW. 

Red ceramic tile drain (004) at 
+38.7m with orientation E-W. 

None None 

2 South to 
north 

2m by 
55.7m 

 

111.4m2 

580 to 
500mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

4 rubble field drains (003) present 
at +11.5m, +36.5m, +45m and at 
+52m aligned SW-NE. 

2 red ceramic field drains (004) 
present at +8m and at +33.2m 
aligned SE-NW. 

Modern feature [008] present at 
+17m until +22.3m filled by a 
mixture of topsoil and peat (009) 
which contains the remains of a 
tree. The branches of the tree 
appear to have been deliberately 
placed to cover a waterlogged area 
which sits at the base of the feature. 
Modern plastic was discovered 
underlying one of the branches. 

 

 

None 
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Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

3 Northwest to 
southeast 

2m by 
55m 

 

110m2 

520 to 
640mm  

Up to + 3m the subsoil is formed by a 
compacted, pink-grey clay (002). 
Between +3m and +20m the subsoil is 
formed by a compact mottled orange 
clay with flecks of purple/grey 
containing fragments of degraded 
stones and occasional small sub-
rounded stones (005). From +20m to 
trench end the subsoil is formed by 
(002). 

2 rubble field drains in width (003) 
present at +7.5m and at +25.3m 
aligned N-S. 

3 red ceramic field drains aligned E-
W (004) present at +10.7m, +24.5m 
and +34.4m. 

None. None. 

4 Northeast to 
southwest 

2m by 
50m 

100m2 

490 to 
720mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

3 red ceramic field drains (004), 1 
aligned N-S at +14m and 2 aligned 
NNE-SSW at +38m and +42m. 

None. None. 

5 Southwest 
to northeast 

2m by 
51.2m 

 

102.4m2 

510 to 
620mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

4 red ceramic field drains (004) 
present at +8.5m, +15m, +23.5m 
and +30.6m aligned E-W. 

Rubble field drain (003) aligned E-
W at +42.5m. 

None. None. 

6 Southwest 
to northeast 

2m by 
41.2m 

 

82.4m2 

700 to 
770mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

4 red ceramic field drains (004) 
aligned E-W present at +8m, 
+20.5m, +29m and at +35m. 
2 rubble field drains (003) aligned 
E-W present at+31m and +39.3m. 

None. None. 
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Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

7 South to 
north 

2m by 
50m 

 

100m2 

400 to 
600mm 

Up to +15m, subsoil is formed by a 
compact mottled orange clay with 
flecks of purple/grey containing 
fragments of degraded stones and 
occasional small sub-rounded stones 
(005). From +15m to +25.5m topsoil 
overlay bedrock (006) comprising pink, 
yellow and grey mottled sandstone 
with some patches of purple clay. From 
+25.5 to the trench end the subsoil is 
comprised of a very compact mottled 
pale grey and yellow clay (007), 
directly overlying bedrock (006) which 
showed through in occasional patches. 

4 red ceramic field drains (004) 
present at +16m, +33.5m, +41m 
and +46.6m aligned E-W. 

None. None. 

8 Southwest 
to northeast 

2m by 
53m 

 

106m2  

530 to 
620mm 

Up to +37m the subsoil is comprised of 
a compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). From +37m to +40.5m 
the subsoil is comprised of a compact 
mottled orange clay with flecks of 
purple/grey containing fragments of 
degraded stones and occasional small 
sub-rounded stones (005). 

6 red ceramic field drains (004) 
aligned E-W present at +1.5m, 
+7.5m, +19.8m, +26.4m, +32.1m, 
+39m and at +53m. 

Rubble field drain (003), aligned N-
S, present at +10m. 

Rubble field drain (003) present at 
+32.1m, aligned E-W 

None. None. 

9 South to 
north 

2m by 
48.5m 

97m2 

520 to 
580mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

8 rubble field drains (003), all 
aligned E-W, present at +2.5m, 
+6.3m, +12m, +24m, +32m, 
+36.3m, +40.5m and +45.6m. 

None. None. 

10 North to 
south 

2m by 
49mm 

98m2 

500 to 
640mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

8 rubble field drains (003), all 
aligned E-W, present at +6.5m, 
+20m, +24.5m, +28.7m, +33m, 
+38m, +43m and +47.5m. 

None. None. 
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Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

11 West to east 2m by 
50.3m 

100.6m2 

460 to 
610mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

2 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
WNW-ESE, present at +6.5m and 
+44m. 

None None 

12 Northeast to 
southwest 

2m by 
50.2m 

100.4m2 

520 to 
610 mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

5 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
N-S, present at +9m, +16.m, 
+25.2m, +38m, and +46.2m. 

None. None. 

13 East to west 2m by 
30m 

60m2 

280 to 
550mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
very compact pale yellow-grey clay 
(007). 

Rubble field drain (003), aligned 
NE-SW, present at +21m. 

None. None. 

14 East to west 2m by 
50.3m 

100.6m2 

490 to 
770mm 

Up to +45.5m the subsoil is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). From +45.5m to the 
trench end the subsoil is comprised of 
a compact mottled orange clay with 
flecks of purple/grey containing 
fragments of degraded stones and 
occasional small sub-rounded stones 
(005). 

4 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
NW-SE, present at +7.5m, +20m, 
+31m and at +41m. 

None. None. 

15 East to west 2m by 
47m 

 

94m2 

420 to 
540mm 

Up to +10.8m the subsoil comprises a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). From +10.8m to +20m 
the subsoil comprises a very compact 
pale yellow-grey clay (007). From 
+20m to +25m the subsoil again 
comprises (002). From +25m to trench 
end the subsoil comprises compact 
pale yellow-grey clay (007) 

2 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
WNW-ESE, present at +7m and 
+47m. 

None. None. 
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Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

16 South to 
north 

2m by 
51m 

 

102m2 

480 to 
590mm 

Up to +18m the subsoil comprises a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). From +18m to +41m the 
subsoil comprises compact pale 
yellow-grey clay (007). From +41m to 
trench end, the subsoil on the W side 
of the trench comprised the pink clay 
(002), while on the E side it comprised 
the compact pale yellow clay (007). 

2 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
SSW-NNE, present at +17m and 
+40m. 1 rubble field drain (003) 
aligned E-W at +25m. 

Red ceramic field drain, aligned 
NW-SE, at +41.4m. 

None. None. 

17 South to 
north 

2m by 
50m 

 

100m2 

400 to 
580mm 

Up to +16m a narrow band of 
compacted, pink-grey clay (002) 
overlay a layer of compact pale grey 
clay (007). From +16m to +20m the 
subsoil comprised an area of 
yellow/orange sandy clay (010). From 
+20m to +36m the subsoil again 
consisted of (002). From +36m to 
+42.5 subsoil was a compact yellow 
orange clay (010). From +42.5m to 
trench end the subsoil was intermittent 
bands of (002) and (007). 

Rubble field drain (003), aligned 
SSE-NNW, at +35m. 

2 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
E-W, at +2.2m and +20.5m. 

None. None. 

18 Southwest 
to northeast 

2m by 
54.6m 

 

109.2m 

  

220 to 
600mm 

Up to +21.5 the subsoil consisted of a 
pale yellow-grey compact clay (007). 
From +21.5 to +26m the subsoil 
consisted of compacted, pink-grey clay 
(002). From +25m to +44.5 the topsoil 
overlay bedrock (006). From +44.5m to 
+49m subsoil was (002). From +49m to 
trench end the topsoil overlay bedrock 
(006). 

5 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
NW-SE at +1.5m, +10m, +19.5m, 
+32.5m and +51m. 

Red ceramic field drain (004), 
aligned NW-SE, at +24.8m. 

None. None. 
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Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

19 Southeast to 
northwest 

2m by 
55.4m 

 

110.8m2 

300 to 
460mm 

Up to +13m the subsoil consisted of a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). From +13m to +18m the 
subsoil consisted of compact pale-
yellow-grey clay (007). From +18m to 
+40m the subsoil again consisted of 
(002) with small patches of pale yellow 
grey  clay (007). From +40m to trench 
end the subsoil consisted of pale 
yellow grey clay (007). 

5 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
E-W at +7m, +22.5m, +29m, 
+36.5m and +45m. 

None. None. 

20 Northwest to 
southeast 

2m by 
52m 

104m2 

460 to 
550mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

6 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
N-S, present at +7.5m, +14.7m, 
+21.3m, +29.7m, +37.2m and 
+44.2m. 

None. None. 

21 Southeast to 
northwest 

2m by 
52.7m  

105.4m2 

400 to 
520mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

4 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
N-S, present at +10m, +17m, +24m, 
and at +31m.   

2 rubble field drains (003) aligned 
E-W at +35m and +51m. 

None None 

22 South to 
north 

2m x 
53m 

 

106m2 

360 to 
600mm 

Up to +6m the subsoil consisted of a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). From +6m to +13m the 
subsoil consisted of compact pale 
yellow/grey clay (007). From +13m to 
+30m the subsoil changed back to 
(002), then from +30m to trench end it 
changed back to (007). 

2 rubble drains (003), one at 0m 
aligned E-W and one at +5m, 
aligned SW-NE, intersecting at 
+4m. 

Rubble drain (003) at +28m, aligned 
SW-NE. 

Rubble drain (003) at +46m, aligned 
WNW-ESE. 

2 red ceramic drains (004) at +16m 
and +23m, both aligned SW-NE. 

None. None. 
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Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

23 Northeast to 
southwest 

2m by 
52.2m 

104.4m2 

400 to 
470mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

9 rubble field drains (003), all 
aligned N-S, at +2m, +6m, +11.5m, 
+16,5m, +22.4m, +27.8m, +32.4m, 
+37.2m and +42.1m. 

None. None. 

24 West to east 2m by 
47m 

 

94m2  

400 to 
400mm  

Up to +13.5m the subsoil consisted of 
a compact pale yellow/grey clay (007). 
From +13m to +34.3m the subsoil 
consisted of compacted, pink-grey clay 
with frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). From +34.3m to trench 
end the subsoil consisted of 
intermittent patches of (002) and (007). 

7 rubble field drains (003), all 
aligned NE-SW, at +3.5m, +13.5m, 
+22.6m, +26.8m, +36m, +40.5m 
and +45m. 

None. None. 

25 East to west 2m by 
54m 

108m2 

360 to 
520mm  

The subsoil consisted of a compacted, 
pink-grey clay with frequent angular 
and sub-angular stones (002), with 
intermittent patches of pale yellow/grey 
clay (007) 

6 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
NE-SW, at  0.2m, +5m, +16.2m, 
+21.3m, +26.5m and +38.5m. 

1 rubble drain (003), aligned NW-
SE at +19.5m. 

None. None. 

26 Northeast to 
southwest 

2m by 
53.9m 

107.8m2 

400 to 
720mm 

Up to +46m the subsoil is a compact 
pale yellow grey clay (007). From 
+46m to trench end the subsoil is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

3 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
E-W, at 0m, +6m and +25m. 

None. None. 

27 South-south-
west to 
north-north-
east 

2m by 
33.1m 

66.2m2  

460 to 
540mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

6 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
on an E-W alignment, at +2.5m, 
+7.5m, +13m, +20.5m, +26m and 
+31m. 

Rubble field drain (003), aligned 
SSW-NNE, at +10.5m. 

None. None. 



RA13008 Philipshill, East Kilbride, South Lanarkshire – Data Structure Report 

©2013 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 21 of 31 

Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

28 North to 
south 

2m by 
21.5m 

 

43m2 

400 to 
460mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

4 rubble field drains (003), aligned 
E-W, at +0.2m, +4m, +11m and 
+16m. 

None. None. 

29 North to 
south 

2m by 
25.8m 

51.6m2 

 

120 to 
480mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compact pale yellow/grey clay (007). 

One rubble field drain (003) aligned 
SW-NE at +10m. One rubble field 
drain (003) aligned E-W at +12.4m 

None. None. 

30 East to west 2m by 
23.1 m 

46.2m2 

 

450 to 
600mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002), with a small patch of 
compact pale grey clay (007) between 
+17.5 to +20m, extending 1.5m from 
the S side of the trench. 

None. None. None. 

31 Southeast to 
northwest 

2m by 
22.6m 

45.2m2 

330 to 
500mm 

Up to +8.5m the subsoil is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). From +8.5 to trench end 
the topsoil overlies bedrock (006). 

None. None None 

32 Northwest to 
southeast 

2m by 
22m 

44m2 

 

300 to 
550mm 

Topsoil overlay bedrock (006) for the 
length of the trench. 

One rubble field drain (003), cut into 
the bedrock, aligned E-W at +14m. 

None. None. 

33 Northwest to 
southeast 

2m by 
30m 

60m2 

620 to 
750mm 

Subsoil for the length of the trench is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

One rubble field drain (003), aligned 
NE-SW at +3m. 

None. None. 
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Trench Orientation Size Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Character Modern Features Significant 
Features 

Artefacts 

34 Northwest to 
southeast 

2m by 
28m 

56m2 

390 to 
490mm 

Up to +1.5m the subsoil is a compact 
yellow/grey clay (007). From +1.5m to 
+8m the subsoil is a compacted, pink-
grey clay with frequent angular and 
sub-angular stones (002). From +8m to 
+12.5m the subsoil is a dark-grey 
compact clay (011). From +12.5m to 
the trench end the subsoil is a 
compacted, pink-grey clay with 
frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones (002). 

5 rubble drains (003), aligned NE-
SW at +1.5m, +9m, +10m, +14m 
and +24m. 

None. None. 

35 West to east 2m by 
44.3m  

88.6m2 

500 to 
550mm 

Up to +18.2m the subsoil is 
characterised by a compacted, pink-
grey clay with frequent angular and 
sub-angular stones (002). From +18.2 
until the end of the trench the subsoil is 
yellow/grey compact clay (007). 

2 rubble drains (003), aligned NW-
SE, at +24m and +36m. 

Rubble drain (003), aligned N-S, at 
+40.5m. 

Red ceramic drain (004), aligned 
NW-SE at +37.3m. 

None. None. 

36 Southeast to 
northwest 

2m by 
45m 

90m2 

400 to 
440mm 

Subsoil up to +8.5m is pale yellow/grey 
clay (007). Subsoil from +8.5m to 
+19.5m is a compacted, pink-grey clay 
(002), from +19.5m to +25.3m is again 
(007) and from +25.3m to trench end is 
(002) with small patch of (007) at 
+39m, extending 1m from the SSE side 
of the trench. 

3 rubble field drains (003) aligned 
N-S at +11.5m, +30.5m and +39m. 

None. None. 

37 Northeast to 
southwest 

2m by 
52m 

104m2 

520 to 
530mm 

Subsoil only exposed in test pit at 
+47m where pale yellow/grey clay 
(007) revealed at a depth of 1.5m. 

Made ground containing modern 
demolition material (012) present 
across the full length of the trench. 
Test pits revealed depth of material 
at SW end of trench to be 1.5m. 
Failed to reach full depth of material 
at NE end where it extended to 
beyond a depth of 2m. 

None. None. 



RA13008 Philipshill, East Kilbride, South Lanarkshire – Data Structure Report 

©2013 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 23 of 31 

Appendix 2: Registers 
Within this appendix are all registers pertaining to works on-site during the evaluation. 

Context Register 

Context 
No. 

Area/ 
Trench 

Type Description Interpretation 

001 All 
trenches 

Deposit Moderately compacted red brown silty clay with frequent rootlets and 
small stone inclusions. 

Topsoil 

002 1-6, 8-12, 
14-31, 33-
36 

Deposit Compacted pink/grey clay, with frequent angular and sub-angular 
stones. 

Natural subsoil 

003 1-3, 5, 6, 
8-29, 32-
36 

Deposit Rubble field drain. Straight cut edges with angular stone fill. 
Measures 0.24m wide. 

Rubble field drain 

004 1-8, 16, 
18, 22, 35 

Deposit Ceramic field drain. Circular profile, red/orange colour. Measures 
0.1m wide. 

Ceramic field drain 

005 3, 7, 8, 14 Deposit Compact mottled orange clay with flecks of purple/grey. Contains 
fragments of degraded stones and occasional small sub-rounded 
stones. 

Natural subsoil 

006 7, 18, 31, 
32 

Bedrock Sandstone bedrock. Mottled pink, yellow and grey colouration with 
some patches of clay. 

Natural bedrock 

007 7, 13, 15-
19, 22, 
24-26, 30, 
34-37 

Deposit Very compact mottled pale grey yellow clay. Natural subsoil 

008 2 Cut Linear shaped cut in plan crossing trench although extent not fully 
exposed. Measures approximately 5.5m wide orientated E-W. 
Unknown depth as waterlogged at base. Filled by (009) which 
contains a tree trunk and branches which appear to have been 
deliberately laid across the waterlogged area. 

Modern feature where the remains of a tree 
appear to have been deliberately utilised to 
cover a waterlogged area 

009 2 Fill 100mm of topsoil underlain by dark grey peat to an unknown depth. 
Waterlogged at base. Contained remains of tree and modern plastic. 

Fill of cut [008]. Modern in date, remains of tree 
appear to have been laid deliberately to cover a 
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Context 
No. 

Area/ 
Trench 

Type Description Interpretation 

Fill of cut [008]. waterlogged area. 

010 17, 21, 26, 
35 

Deposit Compact yellow orange clay. No inclusions. Natural subsoil 

011 34 Deposit Compacted dark grey clay with humic peaty inclusions. Natural subsoil showing an area which has 
been waterlogged 

012 37 Deposit Very compact mixture of modern demolition material and topsoil with 
inclusions of brick and tile, and frequent small, medium and large 
angular stones.  

Modern made ground, appears to consist of 
demolition material from Philipshill hospital 
which stood to the east 

 

Photographic Register 

Image 
No. 

Digital Description From Date 

001 001 Scene setting shot SE 1/7/13 

002 002 Scene setting shot SE 1/7/13 
003 003 Working shot S 1/7/13 
004 004 General site shot looking SE S 2/7/13 
005 005 Trench 27 post-excavation SSW 2/7/13 
006 006 Trench 28 post-excavation S 2/7/13 
007 007 Trench 9 post-excavation S 2/7/13 
008 008 Trench 9 post-excavation N 2/7/13 
009 009 Trench 10 post-excavation N 2/7/13 
010 010 Trench 11 post-excavation W 2/7/13 
011 011 Trench 12 post-excavation E 2/7/13 
012 012 Trench 1 post-excavation W 3/7/13 
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Image 
No. 

Digital Description From Date 

013 013 Trench 3  NW 3/7/13 
014 014 Trench 7 N 3/7/13 
015 015 Trench 8 SW 3/7/13 
016 016 Trench 6 SW 3/7/13 
017 017 Trench 5 NE 3/7/13 

018 018 Shot of cut [008], Trench 2 SE 3/7/13 

019 019 Shot of cut [008], Trench 2, close up (2nd half) SE 3/7/13 

020 020 Shot of cut [008], Trench 2, SE Half NE 3/7/13 

021 021 Cut [008] from above, NW half E 3/7/13 

022 022 Cut [008], after partial soil removal (close up) NW 3/7/13 

023 023 Cut [008] after partial soil removal NW 3/7/13 

024 024 Trench 2 S 4/7/13 
025 025 Trench 4 NW 4/7/13 
026 026 Trench 14 E 4/7/13 
027 027 Trench 15 W 4/7/13 
028 028 Trench 13 E 4/7/13 
029 029 Trench 34 NW 4/7/13 

030 030 Trench 33 SE 4/7/13 

031 031 Trench 17 S 4/7/13 

032 032 Trench 18 NE 4/7/13 

033 033 Trench 31 SE 4/7/13 

034 034 Trench 32 NW 4/7/13 
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Image 
No. 

Digital Description From Date 

035 035 Trench 36 NW 4/7/13 

036 036 Trench 16 N 4/7/13 

037 037 General post-excavation shot of SE field (Trenches 17,18 & 32) N 4/7/13 

038 038 Trench 35 E 4/7/13 

039 039 Working Shot E 4/7/13 

040 040 Trench 23 W 4/7/13 

041 041 Trench 24 W 4/7/13 

042 042 Trench 25 W 4/7/13 

043 043 Trench 26 NE 5/7/13 

044 044 Trench 29 NE 5/7/13 

045 045 Trench 30 E 5/7/13 
046 046 General shot towards South field (post excavation) NNW 5/7/13 
047 047 General shot of North West field (post-excavation) E 5/7/13 
048 048 General shot of higher ground at Trench 37 NNW 5/7/13 
049 049 General shot of central field NE 5/7/13 

050 050 General shot of higher ground at  trench 37 NNW 5/7/13 

051 051 Shot of drainage pond SW 5/7/13 

052 052 Shot of drainage pond SW 5/7/13 

053 053 Post excavation shot of central field (South half) ENE 5/7/13 

054 054 Post excavation shot of central field (North half) ESE 5/7/13 

055 055 Shot of stone culvert at base of high ground (SW end) NW 5/7/13 

056 056 Shot of southern field (post excavation) NNW 5/7/13 

057 057 Shot of southern field (post excavation NE 5/7/13 
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Image 
No. 

Digital Description From Date 

058 058 Shot of southern field (SE corner) NW 5/7/13 

059 059 Shot of southern field (N half) SSW 5/7/13 

060 060 Working shot - 5/7/13 

061 061 Working shot - 5/7/13 

062 062 Trench 20 SE 5/7/13 

063 063 Trench 19 N 5/7/13 

064 064 Trench 21 S 5/7/13 

065 065 Trench 22 N 5/7/13 

066 066 Trench 37 (SW End) SW 5/7/13 

067 067 Test pit in SW end of Trench 37 W 5/7/13 

068 068 Test Pit in NE end of Trench 37 SW 5/7/13 

069 069 Trench 37 NE End NE 5/7/13 

 

Drawing Register 

Drawing 
No. 

Sheet 
No.  

Area/ 
Trench 

Drawing 
Type 

Scale Description Drawer Date 

1 1 Tr 27 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 27 PK 2/7/13 

2 1 Tr 28 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 28 PK 2/7/13 
3 1 Tr 9 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 9 TD 2/7/13 
4 1 Tr 10 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 10 TD 2/7/13 
5 1 Tr 11 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 11 TD 2/7/13 
6 1 Tr 12 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 12 TD 2/7/13 
7 1 Tr 1 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 1 PK 2/7/13 
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Drawing 
No. 

Sheet 
No.  

Area/ 
Trench 

Drawing 
Type 

Scale Description Drawer Date 

8 1 Tr 3 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 3 CW 3/7/13 
9 1 Tr 7 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 7 TD 3/7/13 
10 2 Tr 8 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 8 TD 3/7/13 

11 2 Tr 6 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 6 CW 3/7/13 
12 2 Tr 5 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 5 TD 3/7/13 
13 2 Tr 2 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 2 TD 3/7/13 
14 2 Tr 4 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 4 PK 3/7/13 
15 2 Tr 14 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 14 PK 4/7/13 
16 2 Tr 15 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 15 PK 4/7/13 
17 2 Tr 13 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 13 PK 4/7/13 

18 2 Tr 33 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 33 PK 4/7/13 
19 3 Tr 34 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 34 TD 4/7/13 
20 3 Tr 17 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 17 TD 4/7/13 
21 3 Tr 18 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 18 TD 4/7/13 
22 3 Tr 31 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 31  PK  4/7/13 
23 3 Tr 32 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 32 PK 4/7/13 

24 3 Tr 16 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 16 TD 4/7/13 
25 3 Tr 36 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 36 TD 4/7/13 
26 3 Tr 35 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 35 TD & CW 4/7/13 
27 3 Tr 23 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 23 TD & CW 4/7/13 
28 3 Tr 24 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 24 TD 4/7/13 
29 3 Tr 25 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 25 TD 4/7/13 

30 4 Tr 26 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 26 CW 5/7/13 
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Drawing 
No. 

Sheet 
No.  

Area/ 
Trench 

Drawing 
Type 

Scale Description Drawer Date 

31 4 Tr 30 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 30 TD 5/7/13 
32 4 Tr 29 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 29 TD 5/7/13 
33 4 Tr 20 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 20 TD 5/7/13 
34 4 Tr 19 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 19 TD 5/7/13 
35 4 Tr 21 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 21 TD 5/7/13 
36 4 Tr 22 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 22 TD 5/7/13 
37 4 Tr 37 Plan 1:100 Post-excavation plan of trench 37 TD 5/7/13 
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Appendix 3: Discovery & Excavation in Scotland 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: South Lanarkshire 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE 
NAME: 

Philipshill, East Kilbride 

PROJECT CODE: RA13008 

PARISH: East Kilbride 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR: Claire Williamson 

NAME OF ORGANISATION: Rathmell Archaeology Limited 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Evaluation 

NMRS NO(S): None 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): None 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS: None 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 
figures) 

NS 59971 55378 (centre point) 

START DATE (this season) 1st July 2013 

END DATE (this season) 5th July 2013 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. 
DES ref.) 

Wilson, D. 2004 ‘M77/GSO Gas Pipeline Rebuild’ DES Vol. 5, 2004 p. 
50 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION: (may include 
information from other fields) 

A programme of archaeological works was required by Mackay 
Planning Ltd on behalf of Philipshill Retirement Village Ltd in respect 
to their proposal for the construction of a retirement village at 
Philipshill, East Kilbride.  

The archaeological investigative works consisted of an intrusive 
evaluation which was designed to assess an 8% sample of the 
proposed development area. No significant archaeological features 
were discovered. The most prominent archaeological features present 
were field drains showing improvement across the site for its use for 
agricultural purposes. An area of made ground was identified within 
higher ground at the northern end of the site, containing demolition 
material which appeared to have been deposited from the demolition 
of the hospital itself. The only other potentially archaeological feature 
present was the site of a fallen tree where the branches appeared to 
have been utilised, possibly to cover over an area of waterlogging and 
strengthen the ground above. The presence of modern plastic from 
within this feature placed it as modern in date. 

PROPOSED FUTURE 
WORK: 

None 

CAPTION(S) FOR 
ILLUSTRS: 

None 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING 
BODY: 

Philipshill Retirement Village Ltd 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR: 

Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops, Kilwinning, Ayrshire KA13 6PU 

EMAIL ADDRESS: contact@rathmell-arch.co.uk 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

Report to West of Scotland Archaeology Service and archive to 
RCAHMS Collections. 
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Contact Details 
35. Rathmell Archaeology can be contacted at our Registered Office or through the web: 

Ayrshire Office: 

Rathmell Archaeology Ltd www.rathmell-arch.co.uk 
Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops 
Kilwinning t.: 01294 542848 
Ayrshire f.: 01294 542849 
KA13 6PU e.: contact@rathmell-arch.co.uk 
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