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Introduction 
1. This Data Structure Report has been prepared for the National Trust for Scotland for archaeological 

works required in support of the renewal of drainage at Monument Cottage, Allloway, Ayr, South 
Ayrshire. The archaeological works were designed to mitigate the impact on the archaeological 
remains within the development area. 

2. The National Trust for Scotland provided guidance on the structure of archaeological works 
appropriate on this site. Rathmell Archaeology Limited has been appointed by the National Trust for 
Scotland to undertake the development and implementation of archaeological mitigation works for the 
renewal of drainage at Monument Cottage, Allloway, Ayr, South Ayrshire. 

3. The Method Statement (Matthews 2014) provided the detail of the works (archaeological monitoring, 
exclusion, excavation, post-excavation analyses and publication) for the mitigation pertaining to 
ground-breaking within the development area and hence the direct physical impact on buried 
sediments. 

Historical and Archaeological Background 
4. The development area lies on the eastern side of the B7024 just to the north of Burns Memorial 

Gardens and to the southeast of the remains of Alloway Kirk. The site is currently occupied by a small 
cottage (Canmore ID: 201804) which is also a Category B listed building (Ref: 21485). The 
archaeological works were carried out to monitor improvements to the services adjacent to this 
building. 

5. The cottage is a single storey, 3-bay, rectangular-plan classical cottage with pedimented Corinthian-
columned entrance porch dated to between 1868 and 1869. The entry in the Listed Buildings register 
describes it in the following terms:- 

Squared, rock-faced sandstone to entrance elevation. Base course; wreathed frieze; dentils to 
blocking course; margins to window openings. W (ENTRANCE) ELEVATION: square-headed opening 
to entrance porch; glazed timber door; letterbox fanlight; flanking single windows. S ELEVATION: 
gabled; lean-to conservatory to ground floor.E ELEVATION: not seen 1999.N ELEVATION: gabled; 
blank. 4-pane timber sash and case windows. Slate roof; rooflight; stone skews; dentilled, corniced 
gablehead stacks; polygonal cans.  

The gates, gatepiers, railings, drinking fountain and boundary wall are also included as elements of 
the listing. 

6. The cottage does not appear on Roy’s Military survey of Scotland (1752-55) (Figure 1a) but the road 
south from Ayr is clearly marked, with a single bridge shown over the Doon (the ‘Old’ bridge) and the 
Old Kirk on the opposite side of the road from the site. Ainslie’s map of 1810 also shows a single 
bridge over the Doon (not illustrated), and a few additional structures are also worth noting. Buildings 
can be seen butting onto the road to the north (corresponding to the historic core of modern Alloway), 
and the Old Kirk and Burns Monument are also depicted, the latter recently constructed. There is, 
however, no trace of the cottage, which does, however, appear on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 
map of 1860 (Figure 1b). By this time, the church to the north-west is in ruins and the hotel is now 
present to the south, suggesting an increasing focus upon the area’s link with Robert Burns. 

7. Arguably, the historical importance of the area is primarily its association with the life of Robert Burns 
and there was the potential for the recovery of material contemporary with his lifetime (i.e. mid-late 18th 
century). However, it was also evident that there was, in addition, the potential to uncover previously 
undiscovered archaeology dating from the prehistoric to the Post-medieval periods, with evidence of 
prehistoric and early medieval activity already identified throughout the wider area around Alloway. 
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Figure 1a: Roy’s Military Survey (Lowlands 1752-55) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1b: 1st edition Ordnance Survey (1860) Ayr 

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland. 

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland. 
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Project Works 
8. The programme of works comprised the archaeological monitoring of a drainage trench which ran 

around the southern and eastern elevations of Monument Cottage. The trench was dug using a 
combination of hand- and machine-digging to a maximum depth of 600mm below ground level. A new 
septic tank was placed at the western end of the existing brick-built tank (mid-late 20th century), within 
a trench measuring 1.75m by 6m by 2m (in depth). 

9. In compliance with the Method Statement (Matthews 2014) any potential archaeological features were 
investigated and recorded, with the on-site works taking place from the 30th June to 2nd July 2014. All 
works were conducted in accordance with the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standards and Policy 
Statements and Code of Conduct and Historic Scotland Policy Statements. 

Findings 
10. Monument Cottage faces west, and is situated on the eastern side of the B7024, just to the north of 

Burns Memorial Gardens and to the south-east of the remains of Alloway Kirk. A public pavement 
separates the property and garden from the road. The new septic tank was placed within the front 
lawn in the south-western corner of the property. The new drainage trench ran eastwards from this 
location along the southern edge of the cottage then turned to follow the eastern elevation. The 
renewal works ceased at the cottage’s north-eastern corner, covering an area measuring 
approximately 23m². 

Drainage works  
11. Figure 2 depicts all excavation works onsite. A trench was excavated for the renewal of a septic tank 

in the south-western corner of the front lawn (Figure 3a and Figure 3b). The trench measured 1.75m 
by 6m by 2m in depth. Turf / topsoil (101) extended to a depth of 100mm and was removed to reveal a 
re-deposited natural subsoil (102). (102) extended to a maximum of 640mm in depth above natural 
subsoil (103). Modern glazed white earthenware was recovered from the topsoil deposit. The eastern 
end of the new septic tank trench abutted the existing red-brick septic tank, which measured 2m by 
1.5m by up to 1.2m in depth. The eastern side of this tank was removed during ground-works to allow 
access for the new drainage pipe. 

12. The ground level was reduced around the old tank including the ground immediately adjacent to the 
southwest corner of the cottage building to a maximum depth of 600mm. The foundations of the 
cottage extended to a depth of at least 600mm but were not fully exposed. This comprised Area 1 of 
excavations onsite. 

13. The new drainage trench ran eastwards from the east end of the old septic tank in Area 1, passing 
through an entrance gap in the wall of an extension abutting the south elevation of the cottage. This 
latter feature comprised a low rectangular yellow sandstone wall with square holes in the coping and 
evidence of a raggle in the adjacent gable end wall of the cottage above. It appears to represent the 
remains of a greenhouse or glasshouse, contemporary with the cottage and taking the form of a lean-
to structure. 

14.  Area 2 comprised the section of drainage pipe that ran through the largely extant greenhouse 
structure described above. It also cut a smaller, later, extension (203) which abutted the greenhouse 
along its eastern edge. Together, these ancillary structures measured a total of 9m in length and 
extended beyond the south elevation of the cottage for a distance of 2.25m. The original extant 
extension had substantial foundations extending to a depth of at least 600mm, not fully exposed by 
groundworks, while the later extension (203) was encountered as reduced foundations, which 
extended to  a maximum depth of 500-600mm in depth, visible within the pipe trench running east (see 
Figure 4a). The drainage trench measured 400mm wide by 600mm deep by up to 32m in length 
through the 3 Areas. 

15. In Area 2 the ground surface comprised of a disturbed demolition deposit (202) which extended to a 
depth of 200mm above (203); a mixed re-deposited natural or possible buried garden soil extending to 
a depth of 500mm. Natural subsoil (205) was encountered at a depth of 600mm below ground level. 
No previously unknown features were encountered within the natural subsoil here. 
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Figure 3a: General Shot Post Ex of New Septic Tank Trench Area 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3b: General shot looking East towards Area 2 Pipe Trench 
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Figure 4a: Oblique of North Facing Section of Pipe Trench in Area 2 showing Wall founds 
of ‘Green House’ (East side) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4b: General Working Shot looking North-northeast along N-S leg of Pipe Trench 
Area 3 
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16. Area 3 comprised the section of drainage trench running north and northwest towards the cottage’s 
north-eastern elevation. The deposits in this area were consistent with those in Area 2. The ground 
comprised 200mm of a mixed gravel pathway (301) above a re-deposited natural (302) up to a depth 
of 500-600mm. The drainage trench in Area 3 encountered previously unmapped sub-ground service 
cables, pipes and lines; a total of 8 including those from the periphery of Area 2. None were disturbed 
or broken by excavations. 

Artefacts 
17. A few fragments of ceramic pottery were discovered during the course of the works. These comprised 

blue-and-white transfer-printed glazed white earthenwares of late 19th century or 20th century date. All 
finds were recovered from topsoil (101) and disturbed re-deposited natural (202) and (302).  

Discussion 
18. The excavation works failed to identify any unidentified significant archaeological features within the 

area of the drainage track or septic tank trench. Indeed the presence of artefacts dating to the 19th or 
possibly 20th century in the disturbed deposits suggests that the area may have been significantly 
affected by building works and the laying of services in close proximity to the cottage since the mid-
19th century. The nature of the deposits and number of services encountered suggests that the area 
immediately surrounding the cottage has been frequently altered by alterations to both the cottage 
itself and the associated garden outbuildings. 

Recommendations 
19. No new significant archaeological features were uncovered during the monitoring, and no further 

archaeological works are recommended as a direct consequence of these works. It is also 
recommended that shallow works carried out within the area lying immediately beyond the external 
walls of the cottage will not require monitoring in the future. However, there remains a potential for 
archaeological features to survive in the balance of the grounds surrounding Monument Cottage, and 
also at greater depths within the area covered during the current phase of works described here, and 
this should be taken into account during the planning of future works on-site.  

20. The appropriateness and acceptability of our recommendations rest with the National Trust for 
Scotland. 

Conclusion 
21. Archaeological monitoring works were carried out in respect to the renewal of drainage at Monument 

Cottage, Alloway, Ayr, South Ayrshire. The archaeological works were designed to mitigate the impact 
on the archaeological remains within their development area. 

22. The works failed to identify the presence of any significant archaeological features within the drainage 
trench, and the presence of late 19th or 20th, century ceramics within the deposit which underlies the 
current ground surface suggests that the area has been subject to significant disturbance at some 
point since the construction of the cottage in the mid-19th Century. This disturbance probably took 
place during the construction of at least two phases of extension abutting the southern and eastern 
elevations of the cottage. 

Acknowledgements 
23. We are grateful to the National Trust for Scotland who gave support and guidance for these 

archaeological works. We would also like to thank Dr Louise Turner for her analysis of the finds 
recovered from the site and Alan Matthews for his contributions to this report. 
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Appendix 2: Discovery & Excavation in Scotland 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: South Ayrshire 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE 
NAME: 

Monument Cottage, Alloway, Ayr, South Ayrshire 

PROJECT CODE: RA14037 

PARISH: Ayr 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR: Katie Sludden 

NAME OF ORGANISATION: Rathmell Archaeology Limited 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Watching brief 

NMRS NO(S): NS31NW 86 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): Cottage 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS: None 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 
figures) 

NS 33233 18000 

START DATE (this season) 30th June 2014 

END DATE (this season) 2nd July 2014 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES 
ref.) 

None 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION: (may include 
information from other fields) 

Archaeological monitoring works were carried out in respect of the 
renewal of drainage at Monument Cottage, Alloway, Ayr. The 
archaeological works were designed to mitigate the impact on the 
archaeological remains within their development area. 

The works failed to identify the presence of any significant 
archaeological features within the excavated drainage trench, with 
the presence of late 19th, and 20th, century ceramics within the 
deposit underlying the current ground surface suggesting that the 
area has been subject to disturbance since the construction of the 
cottage in 1868-9. 

PROPOSED FUTURE 
WORK: 

None 

CAPTION(S) FOR 
ILLUSTRS: 

None 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING 
BODY: 

The National Trust for Scotland 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR: 

Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops, Kilwinning, Ayrshire KA13 6PU 

E MAIL: contact@rathmell-arch.co.uk 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

Report to The National Trust for Scotland, West of Scotland 
Archaeology Service and archive to RCAHMS Collections 

 



RA14037 Monument Cottage, Alloway, Ayr, South Ayrshire – Data Structure Report 

2012 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 18 of 18 

Contact Details 
24. Rathmell Archaeology can be contacted at our Registered Office or through the web: 

Rathmell Archaeology Ltd www.rathmell-arch.co.uk 
Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops 
Kilwinning t.: 01294 542848 
Ayrshire f.: 01294 542849 
KA13 6PU e.: contact@rathmell-arch.co.uk 
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