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Quality Assurance

This report covers works which have been undertaken in keeping with the issued brief as
modified by the agreed programme of works. The report has been prepared in keeping
with the guidance of Rathmell Archaeology Limited on the preparation of reports. All
works reported on within this document have been undertaken in keeping with the
Institute of Field Archaeology’s Standards and Policy Statements and Code of Conduct.

In keeping with the procedure of Rathmell Archaeology Limited this document and its
findings have been reviewed and agreed by an appropriate colleague:

Copyright Rathmell Archaeology Limited. All rights reserved.

No part of this report may be copied or reproduced by any means without prior written
permission from Rathmell Archaeology Limited. If you have received this report in error,
please destroy all copies in your possession or control and notify Rathmell Archaeology
Limited.

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the commissioning party and
unless otherwise agreed in writing by Rathmell Archaeology Limited, no other party may
use, make use of or rely on the contents of the report. No liability is accepted by
Rathmell Archaeology Limited for any use of this report, other than the purposes for
which it was originally prepared and provided.

Opinions and information provided in the report are on the basis of Rathmell Archaeology
Limited using due skill, care and diligence in preparation of the same and no explicit
warranty is provided as to their accuracy. It should be noted and it is expressly stated
that no independent verification of any of the documents or information supplied to
Rathmell Archaeology Limited has been made.
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10.

Introduction

This Data Structure Report has been prepared for George Hanson (Building Contractors)
Ltd in respect to the construction of a residential dwelling at Bogany Road, Rothesay,
Argyll & Bute. The archaeological works were designed to mitigate the impact on the
archaeological remains within their development area to the agreement of the West of
Scotland Archaeology Service and Argyll & Bute Council.

Argyll & Bute Council conditioned the granted planning consent with an archaeological
watching brief condition for archaeological works. The West of Scotland Archaeology
Service who advises Argyll & Bute Council on archaeological matters has provided
guidance on the structure of archaeological works required on this site during
development works.

Rathmell Archaeology Limited was appointed by George Hanson (Building Contractors)
Ltd to undertake the development and implementation of archaeological mitigation works
at Bogany Road.

Historical and Archaeological Background

The development area is in the rear garden ground of Bogany House, shown on Woods’
1825 plan of Rothesay (Figure 1a). The development of Battery Drive, along to the shore
to the east of Rothesay, is part of the suburban growth of the town which started in the
early 19th century as prosperity grew.

Within the development area is the identified site of a building (WoSAS Id 62009). The
upper storey of the building, which was shown on the 1% edition Ordnance Survey map
(Figure 1b) was demolished in 1996, with the remainder cleared in 1997.

The Bute Natural History Society Deserted Settlement Survey (1991-9) linked this
building to a farm recorded from 1620 (Proudfoot and Hannah 2000), although they are
not depict of the Wood survey (1825). Indeed a subsequent review by the RCAHMS in
2009 identified the building as outbuildings of Bogany House, an early Victorian villa, and
they did not find it to relate to the farmstead of Bogany, which they believe stood some
170m to the ENE. During the 2009 RCAHMS survey the remains of the outbuildings were
not noted in detail, but at least one building survived in the garden, its W side now
forming part of the garden wall that runs along the E side of Bogany Road. A number of
blocked openings, including windows, were visible in this wall.

Other than the recorded building, there are no additional known archaeological sites
within the development area.

Project Works

The programme of works comprised the archaeological monitoring of the removal of
topsoil in an area measuring approximately 10.0m x 8.9m. Topsoil removed measured
approximately 0.3m from current ground level. Topsoil removal was carried out using a
JCB mechanical excavator.

In compliance with the Method Statement (Rees 2010) all ground breaking works were
monitored and any potential archaeological features were investigated and recorded, with
the on-site works taking place on 28™ July 2010.

All works were conducted in accordance with the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standards
and Policy Statements and Code of Conduct and Historic Scotland Policy Statement.
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Figure 1b: Detail from 1° edition Ordnance Survey (1869)
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Figure 2: Dimensioned Site Plan (not to scale)
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Findings

The development site is located immediately east of Bogany Road on an area of disused
ground. The area is bordered to the south and southeast by a fence with private housing
directly behind this. The western side of the site is bordered by a stone wall, which runs
along the eastern side of Bogany Road (see Figure 3a). A section of this wall has been
identified by WoSAS (Id 62009) as the possible remains of an outbuilding relating to
Bogany House previously situated to the north of the site. A gate already provided access
to the site from Bogany Road prior to these works but it was necessary to widen the
access by removing a small section of the northern part of this wall in order to provide
access for the mechanical excavator. To the northeast is the site of a church and the
church grounds (currently under renovation).

The site is situated approximately halfway up the reasonably steep incline which Bogany
Road climbs. The land has lain disused for some time and appears to have been
previously used as a way of disposing of general waste and debris from the surrounding
area. Upon the archaeologists arrival the area had been mostly cleared of debris and the
area to be reduced marked out by spray paint. Ground reduction was carried out in this
area in addition to the area immediately north which was not originally marked out but
which was deemed necessary for excavation. The stripped area was approximately
10.0m x 8.9m. The land is larger than the area stripped during these works but only
those areas directly affected by construction were considered.

Topsoil in the area (001) was very dark brown/black silty sand. The topsoil was stripped
from west to east across the site using a mechanical excavator (see Figures 3b & 4a).
Due to the incline across the site the depth of topsoil varies according to location and
ranges from approximately 0.3m to 0.4m (see Figure 4b).

Subsoil in the area (002) was orange/light brown silty clay with frequent root inclusions
and frequent small stone and stone flecks in addition to charcoal flecks. Most material
removed during these works was either topsoil or subsoil. In the area immediately east
of the site entrance from Bogany Road deposits composed of general demolition debris
(red brick fragments, glass shards, ceramic sherds, wood fragments etc) in a sandy
matrix (009) was revealed, covering an area approximately 1.3m x 2.3m. Directly above
this was an accumulation of general waste and debris (011) assumed to be from the
surrounding area covering an area of around the same dimensions (see Figure 5a).

At approximately 2m east of (009) an area of sand (010) 2.0m x 2.4m was revealed.
Deposits (009) and (010) were not excavated to their full depth but to the depth
necessary for construction work to proceed. It was necessary to remove approximately
0.6m of material from the top of current ground level in the area of (009) and (010) in
order to reach the depth necessary for construction. It was decided to reduce the ground
level in the area of (010) to a deeper level than was necessary for the rest of the site. . A
small test trench was excavated (to a depth of 1.6m from current ground level) through
deposit (010) to confirm no archaeology obscured beneath the deposit would be affected
by construction. The test trench revealed only further deposits of (010) below but was
excavated to a depth ensuring any sensitive archaeology beneath would remain
unaffected.

A small area of flat paving stones (008) was revealed in the area between (009 and 010)
measuring 1.3m x 1.8m (see Figure 6a). These were removed, revealing a continuation
of deposit (009) beneath.

The southwest corner of the excavated area revealed a stone culvert (003) which runs
southeast to northwest. It is 0.63m wide and 0.6m deep from top of ground level, with
1.6m in length revealed during excavation. The structure consisted of two parallel
courses of stones covered by two large stones and was located in the subsoil. . No
evidence of mortar was visible and stones do not show obvious signs of working. The full
extent remains unknown as it is bordered to the south by limits of excavation and to the
north by a small area left unexcavated due to the presence of drainpipe (004). Structure
(005) was also revealed, running west to east across the site. It is approximately 0.54m
wide and 0.26m deep as excavated (see Figure 6b). The full extent is unknown as it is
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Figure 3b: Mid-ex shot showing topsoil stripping
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Figure 4b: Northwest facing section of stripped area
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bordered to the east by limits of excavation and to the west by the area obscured by
(004). It is likely that these structures are a continuation of each other although this
cannot be confirmed.

Service trench (004) contains a drainpipe running from the private housing located south
of the site. The service trench is orientated southeast to northwest, 0.27m wide with
2.3m of its length identified as it crossed the excavation area. The presence of this
service trench was not known prior to commencement of excavation and is assumed to
be still functioning, as it is known to be a relatively recent installation. It was necessary
to leave a small area (approximately 2.0m x 1.3m) of site unexcavated in order to
protect the services as required by the client.

A linear deposit of light-mid brown gravel in a silty matrix (006) was revealed running
west to east across the site and located parallel and immediately north of (005) (see
Figure 6b). The deposit is approximately 0.83m wide but full extent is unknown as it is
bordered to the east by limits of excavation and to the west by the area left unexcavated
due to the presence of service trench (004).

A section of standing wall (007) was located immediately east of the entrance to the site
from Bogany Road. Due to the presence of (011) the extent of wall remained largely
obscured during the course of these works and only a small area was revealed prior to
demolition (see Figure 5b). The extent visible was roughly L shaped in plan, running west
to east and then north to south respectively. Approximately 1.5m of this structure west
to east was revealed and 0.9m north to south. The structure is of stone, single skin and
at least 2 courses high as excavated but it is likely more remains below ground level.
Only the top course of stones appear well worked (into a rough brick shape) the lower
stones remain roughly worked. A layer of sand similar to (010) surrounding (007) on the
southern and eastern sides was removed by the archaeologist.

A stone structure was also noted located outside the limits of excavation in the north-
western corner of the development area. As the structure remains outside the area of
ground reduction, it remained undisturbed by these ground breaking works. The
structure appears to be the remains of a building, and utilises the west boundary wall of
the site as its western exterior wall. Remains of a mortared brick wall (of relatively
modern date) protrude from the eastern side of the west boundary wall at 90° and
extend approximately 1.5m east. It is likely this wall would have extended further east at
some point but is now demolished so this cannot be established. In addition, remains of a
stone wall can be seen extending from the northern adjacent property into the north-
western corner of the development area (figure 5a). This wall can be seen continuing
downhill from the development area (aligned northwest to southeast), running parallel to
the west boundary wall. No evidence for the date of this wall was evident but looks to be
of significant date, possibly early 19" century. Stones look to be partially worked, and
the wall is mortar bonded. Ground level within the structure is unknown due to presence
of debris remaining in the bottom but is at least 2.0m, below the level of the pavement
of Bogany Road. This would suggest the structure is of relative antiquity and that the
current ground level has been built up around it over time. It also indicates that the floor
surface revealed east of the site entrance (008) relates to a later building due to the
discrepancy in ground level.

Discussion

No significant archaeological features were uncovered during the archaeological
monitoring works. Observation of the sediments on site suggests much of the area has
remained undisturbed. Previous activity in the area appears to be the result of relatively
modern activity.

The materials located in the area immediately east of the entrance to site appear related
to previous construction work in the area. Deposit (009) is composed of an assortment of
modern building debris (e.g. red and yellow brick fragments, pottery shards, animal
bones and other modern debris) suggesting the deposit is the result of demolition. Given
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Figure 5b: Shot of wall (007)
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Figure 6b: Shot of stone culvert (005) facing site entrance
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the uneven nature of the ground and the steep incline of the site it is likely this material
was laid at some point to regulate ground level.

The small area of flat paving stones (008) located immediately east of (009) appears to
be a floor surface. The surface looks to be relatively modern and given the presence of
(009) directly below this deposit containing modern material it can be assumed it is of
relatively modern date. The surface is located immediately north of wall (007) so it can
be assumed that this surface is related to the interior floor for the building that (007) are
the foundations of (see Figure 1b).

Immediately east of (008) is (010) an area of yellow sand which looks to be related to
building works. As was suggested before, the uneven ground level of the site would
indicate that this deposit is artificial and has been purposefully laid in order to regulate
the ground level in the area either for landscaping or for construction. Its location
adjacent to other building and levelling materials would also indicate this.

The stone culverts revealed are unlikely to yield a date of antiquity. There is no obvious
relationship between structures (003) and (005) to any other archaeological feature or
structural feature on site.

The stone wall (007) located immediately east of the site entrance appears to stand
independently of any other structure on site. The area of paving located to the north of
(007) is likely to relate to the interior of the structure which it was once part of but this
cannot be definitively stated.

The structure noted in the north western corner of the development area is likely to be
the remains of the small building identified by WoSAS (id 62009) in the development
area. The structure appears to form part of a sequence of similar structures which run
downhill from southeast to northwest. These structures appear to use the west boundary
wall of the site and the stone wall which runs parallel to it as their exterior walls. It has
been noted in the SMR entry that blocked openings are apparent on the west boundary
wall but these were not obvious to the archaeologist. The structures themselves are fairly
small (approximately 4m x 3m so function is more likely to be as outhouse buildings
rather than as formal private residences. It is likely these structures are the remains of
outbuildings relating to Bogany House and the location (situated in the back garden area
of Bogany House) would support this. Both the modern brick wall and the stone wall
remain undisturbed by the ground-breaking works on this site.

No significant archaeological features were revealed during the course of these works. No
artefacts of archaeological significance were found. An assortment of animal bones was
found along with an assortment of modern white glaze pottery in addition to one clay
pipe stem fragment. In most places throughout the site, subsoil was reached and in
these areas we can say definitively that there is no further potential of significant
archaeological remains within this area. Subsoil was not reached in the northern area of
the site where deposits (009) (010) and (008) were located. However this area was
excavated to the depth required for construction and no sensitive archaeological material
was revealed.

Recommendations

The archaeological monitoring failed to identify any significant archaeological features or
artefacts within the development area. Approximately 85% of the site was reduced to
archaeological sterile drift geology and remainder was reduced to a significant depth to
protect any archaeology, which may lie deeper but will remain in situ. Consequently, we
recommend that no further archaeological works are appropriate with regard to this site.

The appropriateness and acceptability of our recommendations rest with Argyll and Bute
Council and their advisors, West of Scotland Archaeology Service.
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Conclusion

An archaeological watching brief was carried out during the groundbreaking works
required for the construction of the proposed house at Bogany Road, Rothesay. The
archaeological works were designed to mitigate the impact on the archaeological remains
within the development area.

Approximately 85% of the development area was reduced by at least 280mm to natural
drift geology and the remainder was reduced by 500mm through made ground. No
significant archaeological material was observed during the course of the archaeological
works. However, remains of some late nineteenth century or early twentieth century
structures that were most likely outbuildings for Bogany House were identified.
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Appendix 1: Registers

RA10050 Bogany Road, Rothesay, Argyll & Bute — Archaeological Watching Brief

Within this appendix are all registers pertaining to works on-site regardless of the process by which that information was gathered (e.g.
evaluation or strip, map & sample).

Context Register

001 1 Deposit Very dark brown/black silty sand Topsoil

002 1 Deposit Orangel/light brown clay Subsaoil

003 1 Deposit Stone structure located in SW corner of trench 1 Stone drain

004 1 Deposit Trench containing plastic drainpipe Service trench

005 1 Deposit Stone structure running west-east across trench 1 Stone drain

006 1 Deposit Light-mid brown gravel deposit in silt matrix Deposit possibly related to 005

007 1 Deposit Worked stone structure 2 courses high located west side of trench 1 Remains of wall, possible foundations for
building once located in this area, now
demolished.

008 1 Deposit Stone slab structure located immediately north of 007 Floor surface probably relating to outhouse
used for Bogany House.

009 1 Deposit Assortment of general building/demolition debris Demolition/building debris

010 1 Deposit Yellow/orange sand, located immediately east of 008 Make-up layer

011 1 Deposit Building debris/general rubbish from surrounding area General waste/debris build up

Photographic Register

28/07/10
28/07/10

Location shot showing western boundary wall of site

002 - - - - 560 | Location shot, showing entrance to site S

©2010 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 14 of 20
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561 | Location shot, taken from Bogany Road w
004 - 562 | As above w 28/07/10
005 - 563 | Shot of site facing entrance & Bogany Road NE 28/07/10
006 - 564 | As above, close-up of wall 007 NE 28/07/10
007 - 565 | Pre-ex shot of site w 28/07/10
008 - 566 | As above NW 28/07/10
009 - 567 | As above NW 28/07/10
010 - Working shot —topsoil stripping, also showing west boundary | N 28/07/10

568 | wall
011 - 569 | As above N 28/07/10
012 - 570 | Shot of 003 (stone drain) no scales - 28/07/10
013 - 571 | As above close up, no scales - 28/07/10
014 - 572 | As above with scales NE 28/07/10
015 - 573 | As above, with scales - 28/07/10
016 - 574 | As above, with scales - 28/07/10
017 - 575 | As above, with scales NE 28/07/10
018 - 576 | Shot showing service trench 004 NW 28/07/10
019 - 577 | Working shot NW 28/07/10
020 - 578 | Working shot topsoil stripping NW 28/07/10
021 - 579 | Working shot, also showing 004 NW 28/07/10
022 - 580 | Showing first area of topsoil stripped & 004 in bottom right w 28/07/10
023 - 581 | As above W 28/07/10
024 - 582 | As above, showing west boundary wall in background NE 28/07/10
025 - 583 | Working shot NW 28/07/10
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584 | Working shot w
027 - 585 | Working shot W 28/07/10
028 - 586 | Working shot taken from Bogany St entrance to site w 28/07/10
029 - 587 | As above NW 28/07/10
030 - 588 | Working shot NW 28/07/10
031 - 591 | Working shot s topsoil stripping SW 28/07/10
032 - 592 | As above w 28/07/10
033 - 593 | As above SwW 28/07/10
034 - 594 | As above SwW 28/07/10
035 - 595 | Shot of stone drain 005 (006 to left of this in photo) w 28/07/10
036 - 596 | As above w 28/07/10
037 - 597 | Showing 005, 006, 007 &011 SE 28/07/10
038 - 598 | As above SE 28/07/10
039 - 599 | Working shot topsoil stripping S 28/07/10
040 - 600 | As above SwW 28/07/10
041 - 601 | As above SwW 28/07/10
042 - 602 | As above SE 28/07/10
043 - 603 | As above SE 28/07/10
044 - 604 | As above E 28/07/10
045 - 605 | As above W 28/07/10
046 - 606 | As above W 28/07/10
047 - 607 | As above SW 28/07/10
048 - 608 | As above SE 28/07/10

©2010 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 16 of 20




RA10050 Bogany Road, Rothesay, Argyll & Bute — Archaeological Watching Brief

609 | As above W
050 - 610 | Working shot also showing northern boundary of site W 28/07/10
051 - 611 | Working shot NW 28/07/10
052 - Working shot showing 007, 011 and Bogany Road in left of S 28/07/10

612 | photo
053 - 613 | Working shot showing 007& 011 S 28/07/10
054 - 614 | As above, also showing Bogany Road to left of photo S 28/07/10
055 - 615 | Working shot Sw 28/07/10
056 - 616 | As above 28/07/10
057 - 617 | Shot showing 007 and west boundary wall of site E 28/07/10
058 - 618 | Showing profile of wall 007 SE 28/07/10
059 - 619 | As above, zoomed in - 28/07/10
060 - Shot showing 011 with Bogany Road in left of photo & west SE 28/07/10
620 | boundary wall of site in rear of photo

061 - 621 | Working shot showing 011 S 28/07/10
062 622 | As above SE

063 623 | General shot -

064 624 | Showing west boundary wall of site, taken from Bogany Road | W

065 625 | As above w

066 627 | Shot of 008 (009 is to left of photo) SE

067 628 | As above, also showing Bogany Road in left of photo SE

068 629 | Shot of 008 SE

069 630 | Shot showing 010 SE

070 631 | As above SE
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071 632 | As above, also showing small test pit SE
072 633 | NW facing section of trench 1 NW
073 634 | Shot of 005 (006 is to the right of this) E
074 635 | As above E
075 636 | As above, zoomed in -

Finds Register

001 1 002 Animal Bone Assortment of animal bone fragments (1 piece bears butchers DG 28/07/10
marks)

002 1 002 Ceramics/glass Assortment of ceramic fragments (1x clay pipe stem piece, 4 x DG 28/07/20
modern white glaze pottery sherds, 1x modern glass shard
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Appendix 2: Discovery & Excavation in Scotland

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Argyll & Bute

PROJECT TITLE/SITE Bogany Road, Rothesay, Argyll & Bute
NAME:

PROJECT CODE: RA10050

PARISH: Rothesay

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR: | Diane Gorman

NAME OF ORGANISATION: | Rathmell Archaeology Limited
TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Monitoring

NMRS NO(S): None

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): | None

SIGNIFICANT FINDS: None

NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NS 097 652

START DATE (this season)

28" July 2010

END DATE (this season)

28" July 2010

PREVIOUS WORK (incl.
DES ref.)

None

MAIN (NARRATIVE)
DESCRIPTION: (may include
information from other fields)

An archaeological watching brief was carried out during the
groundbreaking works required for the construction of a house at
Bogany Road, Rothesay, Argyll & Bute. The archaeological works
were designed to mitigate the impact on the archaeological remains
within the development area. Works involved ground reduction in an
area approximately 10.0m x 8.9m to a depth ranging from 0.3m to
1.0m. No significant archaeological material was observed during the
course of the archaeological works and the only anthropic material
observed was that relating to late 19" or 20" century use of the site.

PROPOSED FUTURE None
WORK:
CAPTION(S) FOR None

ILLUSTRS:

SPONSOR OR FUNDING
BODY:

George Hanson (Building Contractors) Ltd

ADDRESS OF MAIN
CONTRIBUTOR:

Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops, Kilwinning, Ayrshire KA13 6PU

E MAIL:

contact@rathmell-arch.co.uk

ARCHIVE LOCATION
(intended/deposited)

Report to West of Scotland Archaeology Service and archive to
National Monuments Record of Scotland.
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Contact Details

Rathmell Archaeology can be contacted at our Registered Office or through the web:

Rathmell Archaeology Ltd www.rathmell-arch.co.uk

Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops

Kilwinning t.: 01294 542848

Ayrshire f.. 01294 542849

KA13 6PU e.: contact@rathmell-arch.co.uk

The West of Scotland Archaeology Service can be contacted at their office or through the
web:

West of Scotland Archaeology Service WWW.Wosas.org.uk

Charing Cross Complex

20 India Street t.: 0141 287 8332/3

Glasgow f.: 0141 287 9259

G2 4PF e.: enquiries@wosas.glasgow.gov.uk
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