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Survey Area





1.1 An area of approximately 0.7ha was investigated by  detailed resistance survey.





1.2 The survey grid was set out by GSB Prospection and tied-in to existing boundary features. 	Survey markers were left in situ in order to facilitate relocation of the grid.





Display





2.1 Figure 1 is a sketch location diagram at a scale of 1:750.





2.2 Figures 2 and 3 are grey and colour scale plots produced at a scale of 1:625. Figure 4 shows raw and filtered data plots.





2.3 Figure 5 is an interpretation diagram at 1:625 and letters in parentheses in the following text refer to this figure.





General Considerations - Complicating factors





3.1 The area was generally suitable for survey consisting of short grass and being relatively free of obstructions.





3.2 A small part of the area consisted of a path (A) and some hard-standing with swings (B), which could not be surveyed.





Results of Resistance Survey





4.1 A large area of very high resistance (C) can be seen at the western end of the survey block, and is suggestive of the remains of a possible building, or an area of stone slabs or cobbles. There is no clear form or building plan visible, although this may be obscured by rubble; filtering of the data (Figure 4) does not really clarify the situation. 





4.2 Anomaly (D) is a discrete area of high resistance which could be interpreted as an L-shaped building, though again no clear walls are visible.





4.3 A number of ‘blocks’ of high resistance (F) are visible in the data with the results at (E) being particularly strong. The results suggest a ‘row’ of features of potential archaeological interest.





4.4 Along the northern edge of the survey area are several high resistance responses (G and H), which are difficult to interpret as specific archaeological features. There are hints of wall lines (H) though the picture is far from clear.  





4.5 Elsewhere within the survey area are a number of high resistance responses that may be of interest. Whether these are associated with the castle, or perhaps with former garden features, remains uncertain.





4.6 It is uncertain whether the high resistance readings immediately inside the rampart at (J) are associated with possible former walls or paths at this point. The results may be a topographic effect.





4.7 At the eastern end of the survey area is a large arc of low resistance responses (K) that coincides with the ditch at the base of the motte.





4.8 Within the general survey area there are several low resistance responses (L) of potential interest. The same problem of interpretation occurs as with the anomalies referred to in Section 4.5 above.





4.9 A narrow band of low resistance readings that shadows the western bailey rampart may indicate an internal ditch. However, this seems unlikely given the archaeological context of a castle. A topographical effect, and a build up of soil or water at the base of the rampart, is more likely.








Conclusions





5.1 The results show a number of discrete features that would appear to be archaeological, and probably represent a number of stone buildings or surfaces within the bailey. However, it is possible that later buildings and/or garden features may be responsible for the variations in resistance. Similarly any landscaping or consolidation that has occurred may be confusing the interpretation.
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NGR: SX 5435 5580 (approximate centre)











Location and topography 





Plympton lies on the north-eastern outskirts of Plymouth, Devon, close to the A38 trunk road. The survey area is situated within the bailey of Plympton St Maurice Castle and comprises a generally level lawn currently used as a recreational park.











Archaeology





The Castle is a typical motte and bailey castle erected in the 12th Century. The site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM No. 78). A Section 42 Licence was provided by English Heritage in advance of the survey.








Aims of Survey





The survey forms part of the background research into the site as part of Channel 4’s Time Team series. It was hoped that a resistance survey would identify features of archaeological interest within the castle bailey and help with the siting of possible excavation trenches.











Summary of Results *





The results show a number of anomalies that are archaeological in nature. They may represent stone buildings and yards / paved areas within the castle bailey. However, it is possible that some of the responses are associated with former garden features.











* It is essential that this summary is read in conjunction with the detailed results of the survey.
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