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1.1 Introduction 
 
Broadwoodwidger School lies immediately south-west of Ivy House Cross, approximately 3 
miles north of Broadwoodwidger village, amongst agricultural fields. The school stands in a 
small sub-rectangular enclosure. The site is bounded by decorative stone walls to the school 
yard, to the east and west and mature hedgebanks to the north and south.  
 
 

1.2 Historic Context 
 
The school was opened in 1880, as Ivy House Council School, it was later renamed 
Broadwoodwidger Primary School.  
 
Another school was built in nearby St Giles on the Heath, with separate school house and 
Headmasters residence sometime between 1884 and 1907. An even larger school was 
opened in 1900 in Ashwater, with two classrooms, a hall and a separate Headmasters House.  
 
The last three decades of the 19th century were immensely significant for the development of 
education across Devon. The 1870 Elementary Education Act was the first to deal specifically 
with the provision of education across the whole nation. The Act established a system of 
'school boards' to build and manage schools in areas where they were needed. The boards 
were locally elected bodies which drew their funding from the local 'council' rates. Unlike the 
many voluntary religious schools across the country the education provided in these schools 
was to be non-denominational. The religious schools and voluntary schools were however 
allowed to continue and only gaps in the schooling system were addressed.  
 
The further 1880 Elementary Education Act then introduced compulsory education/school 
attendance, between the ages of five and ten, largely off the back of the work of the 'Royal 
Commission on Factories', in the later 1870s, which highlighted the issues of ongoing child 
labour in industry and manufacturing.  

 
 

1.3 Exterior  
 

The building is of coursed dressed slatestone rubble, in a lime mortar, with contrasting cream 
ceramic brick string courses and roughly dressed slatestone quoins. The building has a 
projecting plinth to the base of the walls, also with ceramic brick detailing. The windows all 
have dressed shaped granite block lintels and sills, with ceramic brick reveals. There are 
decorative brick and slatestone monochrome dressings to pairs of arched windows, to each of 
the raised gables.  
 
Each raised gable also has a decorative slate 'air vent' to its apex; the raised pointed gable of 
the school building also has two small decorative slate pigeon holes or dove boxes and carries 
a plaque with the name and date of the opening of the school. The roof is of slate, with dark 
glazed ridge tiles and with deep boarded eaves and decorative shaped barge boards to the 
pointed raised gables.  
 
The western and southern wall of the building has been rendered at a later date, in cement 
for weatherproofing.  
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1.4 Plan/layout and form of buildings 
 

The building is divided into the school house to the south and a former headmaster’s 
residence to the north, and although built as one continuous structure these two 
independent units formerly had no linking access.  
 
The school is of one and a half storeys, formerly open to the roof and the headmaster’s house 
is of two storeys, both with steeply pitched projecting gables. The school was accessed via a 
long axial 'through' corridor to the north, running between the school and headmasters 
residence, the rest of the space was open, forming two large class rooms, divided by a  
folding/rolling timber door system. A further small room was contained within the south-east 
projecting gable, accessed directly off the main schoolroom space.  
 
The headmaster’s house was of a fairly simple 'three up, three down', L-shaped form. All of 
the rooms appear to have been heated, although all the fireplaces have been blocked. 
Accessed via a doorway in the north wall on the ground floor, the ground floor plan was 
arranged around a central hallway, with timber stairs to the first floor. On the ground floor 
there is a large main room to the east and a long rectangular space to the west, divided into 
two smaller rooms, a kitchen and domestic/service space. A small brick and stone 
porch/outshut led off the south of the two west rooms. On the first floor the central landing 
led to a large room to the east, mirroring that below and two smaller rooms to the west.  
 
This plan has not altered much since construction, with a small modern extension providing 
an additional hallway to the north and the forcing of the wall between the two ground floor 
west rooms, making one large space, as well as the provision of the ground floor bathroom 
and a larder, extending the small west outshut. Access has also been provided between the 
school and former residence by the forcing of two doorways in the south party wall.  

 
 

1.5 Architectural Appraisal 
 

The building has been constructed to not only be functional but clearly also with stylistic 
considerations in mind.  
 
The pairs of arched windows and monochrome brick detailing are far more elaborate than 
other examples of schools, such as at St Giles on the Heath or Ashwater. This may in part be 
related to the earlier date of Broadwoodwidger, but is also no doubt due to the particular 
requirements of the school board who erected the building, and the architect and builder 
commissioned to undertake the work.  
 
The construction of schools in the late 19th century no doubt engendered an element of 
competition within rural settlements and it appears that since the nearest two schools are 
significantly later this may have been the leading prototype, built to show the possibilities, 
with a distinct element of 'show'.  
 
Outbuildings were also constructed for both the school and the Headmaster's residence, with 
care also taken to form decorative walls to the school yard, with co-ordinating cream ceramic 
brick detailing to the coping; showing a general care and attention to detail.  
 
The building also contains many original features, such as the school rooms fine pine flooring, 
the folding doors, and stone slab hearths to the blocked fireplaces. There is plank 
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boarding/panelling to the school room, separate classroom and hallway and moulded door 
architraves and panelled doors to several rooms. In the Headmasters residence the stairs 
balustrades and newel posts are chamfered and have a moulded stair-plate, with some 
survival of panelled doors, moulded architraves and plank doors with ledges and bracing, as 
well as moulded skirting boards and picture rails. In the small outshut to the west there is a 
fine slate slab floor.  

 
 

1.6 Summary of Significance 
 

The building holds architectural value as an above-average example of a late 19th century 
council school, also appearing to be one of the earliest examples in the wider area. The 
distinctive Gothic influenced architecture is simply not seen to the same extent in the other 
local school buildings and is more in keeping with the architecture of some of the local 
chapels, such as at Liftondown Methodist's Church, of 1889.  
 
The building holds significant ongoing community value with the building only 'closing its 
doors' in 2011, many in the surrounding area were taught here or worked in the building, as 
did their parents, grandparents and great-grandparents.  
 
The building is currently derelict and is suffering from a lack of maintenance, a damp issue 
and several mild insect infestations which will only worsen if it continues unoccupied. A 
building of over 130 years of age will deteriorate quickly and there is a risk that if a use of the 
building cannot be agreed it will be lost to the wider community. While we do not 
recommend the building for Listing, its loss is considered to be a potential loss to a significant 
heritage asset of Broadwoodwidger parish and the rural community.  
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