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Summary 
 

South West Archaeology Ltd. (SWARCH) was asked to undertake a desk-based assessment and 
walkover survey on land west of Martyns Close, Goonhavern, Perranzabuloe, Cornwall. The site is 
made up of two fields to the south-west of Goonhavern. The eastern boundary of the site flanks late 
20th century housing and bungalows. 
 
The proposed development site, west of Martyn Close, has little evidence for activity until the post-
medieval period, when, by the 1888 OS map the formerly common land had been enclosed into the 
modern field layout.  There is no cartographic evidence for any buildings or structures having 
previously stood on the site, and the surrounding land only shows sparse habitation until the late 
20th century. 
 
There are few recorded archaeological sites in the area on the Cornwall HER and no features of 
archaeological interest were identified during the walkover. On that basis and given that the fields 
are later 19th century enclosures (recently enclosed land), the archaeological potential of the site can 
be assessed as low. 
 
It is important to note that this is not a visual impact assessment, and makes no attempt to quantify 
the potential effect of any proposed development on the setting of nearby and adjacent heritage 
assets. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

Location:  Land west of Martyns Close  
Parish: Perranzabuloe 
County: Cornwall 

   
 

1.1 Background 
   

South West Archaeology Ltd. (SWARCH) was commissioned by Acorn Blue (the Client) to undertake 
desk-based research and a walkover survey on land west of Martyns Close, Goonhavern, 
Perranzabuloe, Cornwall, (see Figure 1) prior to an application for planning consent to develop the 
site. The proposed site is in fields which were previously common land.  Note this is not a visual 
impact assessment, and no attempt has been made to quantify the effect of any proposed 
development on the setting of nearby or adjacent heritage assets. 

 
 
1.2 Historical Background 
 

The parish of Perranzubaloe was the supposed burial place of St Piran, Patron saint of Cornwall and 
tinners who founded an oratory church in the 7th century on the coast north of Perranporth. The 
church was subsumed by the shifting sands and replaced with a new church at Perranzabuloe, 
consecrated in 1805. This gives the parish its name from the Medieval Latin Perranus in Sabuloe, for 
Piran in the sand. 
 
Goonhaven is a small largely post-medieval mining village, which is one of a number of the small 
hamlets and villages (including Perranzabuloe, Bolingey, Penhallow, and Callestick) within the 
parish; the primary settlement in the parish being the large village of Perranporth on the coast.   

 
 
1.3 Archaeological Background  

 
To the north of the proposed development site are two Bronze Age barrow cemeteries. The closer 
of the two is a group of four standing barrows on the ridge; the other is a possible group of four at 
Rosehill Farm, visible as cropmarks (MCO32551). The other HER entries within 500m of the site are 
of Post-Medieval date, including mining activity and the Grade II Listed school and chapel buildings. 

 
 
1.4 Topographical and Geological Background 

 
The site is made up of two fields to the south-west of Goonhavern. The eastern boundary of the site 
flanks late 20th century housing and bungalows. Goonhavern lies in the east of the parish, 
approximately 2km east of Perranporth and c. 2.5km north-east of Perranzabuloe. A railway branch-
line to Perranporth and St Agnes ran through Goonhavern from c.1905 and almost immediately 
south of the site, but the line was closed in the mid-1960s. 
 
The bedrock beneath the site belongs to the Trendrean Mudstone Formation and is made up of 
mustone and siltstone (BGS 2014). This is overlain by the well drained fine loamy soils of the 
Denbigh 2 association (Soil Survey of England and Wales 1983).  
 
 



Land West of Martyns Close, Perranzabuloe, Cornwall 

 

South West Archaeology Ltd.  7 

 

1.5 Methodology 
 

The desk-based assessment was carried out by N. Boyd and was undertaken with reference to the 
IfA guidelines on the preparation of archaeological assessments (IfA 2008). The necessary research 
was conducted at the Cornwall Studies Library and using relevant online sources. The walkover 
survey was carried out on 6th November 2014 by Dr. Brynmor Morris. 

 
 

 
  Figure 1: Site location (the proposed site is indicated). 
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2.0 Results of the Desk-Based Cartographic Assessment 
 
2.1 Historical Background 
 

Perranzabuloe, or St Piran in the Sands, is in the hundred and deanery of Pyder. ‘Perran’, Lanpiran, 
which was the principle manor in the Domesday survey was held by the church, the Canons of St 
Piran in 1086 and passed through the Kendalls and Vincents although with interests owned by the 
Marquis of Buckingham and the church including some farm land and tin mines. The Church was 
subsumed by the sands and in the late 18th to early 19th century the church of St Piran was moved, 
in part, to the village of Lambourn, now called Perranzabuloe, near the centre of the parish.  
Callestick, Halwyn and Tywarnhayle within the same parish were all Anglo-Saxon manors listed in 
the Domesday survey that were held by the Count of Mortain in 1086. Tywarnhayle was located 
c.4km to the west near to the current town of Perranporth. 
 

 
2.2 Tithe Map 

 
The Tithe map of 1840 (Figure 2) and the associated 1841 apportionment (see Table 1) shows that 
the land proposed for development site was common land known as the Common at Carnkiefs. 
Adjacent to the development site is a cluster of fields which were owned by John Thomas Henry 
Peter and occupied by James Lockett. With the exception of one field recorded as pasture and a plot 
designated as homestead, all of this area was arable. There are no fields with names suggestive of 
earlier features. The likely area of the proposed development was undeveloped, open and un-
enclosed land at this time.  

 
 

 
Figure 2 Extract from the Tithe map of 1840 showing the proposal site as common land. 
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No.  Landowner  Occupier Field Name  Cultivation  

3108 Commons, Roads and 
Wastes, exempt from Tithes - Common at Carnkiefs None 

1678 

Peter, John Thomas Henry James Lockett 

Three Cornered Field Pasture 
1679 Long Close Arable 
1680 House Field Arable 
1681 Farther Field Arable 
1682 Nearer Field Arable 
1683 Cottage and Court Homestead 
1684 Patch Arable 
1685 Great Patch Arable 

Table 1: Extracts from the tithe apportionment of 1840. The probable land containing the proposed site is 
highlighted in red. 

 
 
2.3 OS Mapping 
 

The seamless OS Map (1888-1913) shows that by the late 19th century the common land on which 
the site lies had been enclosed. The shape of the two fields has changed little since this map was 
produced. The railway line to the south of the site can be seen clearly, but there is sparse housing 
and development near the proposed development site. 
 

 
Figure 3: Extract from the OS seamless 1888-1913 map. 
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3.0 The Walkover Survey 
 
 

The site was inspected on the 6th November 2014 by B. Morris; the weather was overcast with 
intermittent driving rain. The site comprises two fields on the south-western side of Goonhavern, 
flanked to the east by later 20th century houses and bungalows. The ground rises gently from south 
to north. Access to the fields is from the lane to the south, through gateways in the south-west 
corner of the east field, and the southern hedge of the west field; these gateways have been 
widened and do not retain any historic gateposts. The two fields are defined by hedgebanks c.1.5m 
wide and up to 1.0m high. Stone-facing was not observed, and these are assumed to be earth 
banks; flanking ditches are likely to be present, but were not visible on the surface. The hedgebank 
separating the two fields is smaller, at c.0.6m high, and there is a gateway in the middle of this 
hedgebank. It is probable this represents a later subdivision of a single field. All hedgebanks are 
topped with overgrown hedge shrubs, dominated by hawthorn and blackthorn, with some holly 
near the houses. 
 
The hedge shrubs were overgrown, and tall blackthorn scrub has spread out from the hedgerows, 
particularly in the western field. Exotic plants, escaped or dumped from the adjacent properties, 
were noted along the eastern edge of the east field. No clear earthworks were observed; however, 
the bramble and nettle scrub made the identification of subtle earthworks impossible. Soil from 
animal burrows and the several filtration pits present was examined for artefacts, but none were 
observed. The soil appeared to be a mid-grey clay-silt, with common small angular stones and 
quartz fragments. Some modern dumped material (brick, concrete) was observed. 
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4.0 Summary of Archaeological Potential  
 

 
The proposed development site, west of Martyn Close, has little evidence for activity until the post-
medieval period, when the formerly common land was enclosed into the current field layout in the 
19th century.  There is no cartographic evidence for any buildings or structures having previously 
stood on the site, and the surrounding land only shows sparse habitation until the late 20th century. 
 
There are few recorded sites in the area, no features of archaeological interest were identified 
during the walkover, and the fields are later 19th century enclosures (recently enclosed land). On 
that basis, the archaeological potential of the site can be assessed as low. 
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5.0 Conclusions 
 
 

The site is made up of two fields to the south-west of Goonhavern. The eastern boundary of the site 
flanks late 20th century housing and bungalows. 
 
The proposed development site has little evidence for activity until the post-medieval period, when, 
by the 1888 OS map the formerly common land had been enclosed into the modern field layout.  
There is no cartographic evidence for any buildings or structures having previously stood on the site, 
and the surrounding land only shows sparse habitation until the late 20th century. 
 
There are few recorded sites in the area, no features of archaeological interest were identified 
during the walkover, and the fields are later 19th century enclosures (recently enclosed land). On 
that basis, the archaeological potential of the site can be assessed as low. 
 
It is important to note that this is not a visual impact assessment, and makes no attempt to quantify 
the potential effect of any proposed development on the setting of nearby and adjacent heritage 
assets. 
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Appendix 1 
 
HER Entries 
 

 
Figure 4: Map plotting all the nearby heritage assets 

 

Table 2: Table of nearby heritage assets  
 

  Site Name Record Notes 
MCO32550 Goonhavern – Post medieval mine shaft  Extant structure  A single mine shaft with assocaited spoil is visible on 

vertical aerial photographs 
MCO32548 Reen Cross – Post Medieval mine  Extant structure  Five mine shafts with associated spoil tips are visible on 

vertical aerial photographs  
MCO1265 Reen Cross – Undated findspot  Findspot  An unfinished spindle whorl found at Reen Cross Farm, 

Perranzabuloe was given to Truro Museum in 1909 by W M 
Tresidder.  

MCO9068 Goonhavern – Post medieval blacksmiths 
workshop  

Documentary 
evidence  

A smithy at goonhavern crossroads is shown at this 
location on the OS map of 1878 

MCO51341 Goonhavern – Post Medieval School  Extant structure  Board School, built 1876 (datestone0. Recorded on the OS 
first and second edition. Gothic style single storey. 

MCO32552 Goonhavern – Medieval field Boundary  Cropmark  Linear banks and ditches, probably medieval or later field 
boundaries, are visible as cropmarks 

MCO2643 Goonhavern – Bronze Age barrow  Extant structure  One of a group of four barrows in a line on a ridge to the 
north of Goonhavern  

MCO2644 Goonhavern – Bronze Age barrow  Extant structure  One of a group of four barrows in a line on a ridge to the 
north of Goonhavern  

MCO2642 Goonhavern – Bronze Age Barrow  Extant structure  One of a group of four barrows in a line on a ridge to the 
north of Goonhavern  

MCO2641 Goonhavern – Bronze Age barrow  Extant structure  One of a group of four barrows in a line on a ridge to the 
north of Goodnhavern  

MCO32551 Rosehill Farm – Bronze Age barrow 
cemetery  

Cropmark  A group of four possible barrows, visible as faint cropmarks 
on vertical aerial photographs  

MCO2645 Goonhavern – Bronze Age Barrow  Extant structure  A barrow recorded by Thomas in 1850; now visible as a low 
mound  
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Appendix 2 
Supporting Jpegs 
 

 
View along the lane to the south of the proposed development; viewed from the east. 

 

 
View of the eastern field, viewed from the south-western gateway, looking north. 
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As above, looking east. 
 

 
View up along the eastern boundary of the site; viewed from the south. 
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View back across the eastern field from the south-eastern corner; looking west. 
 

 
View of the eastern field from the north-eastern corner; looking south-south-west. 
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As above, looking south-west. 
 

 
As above, looking west. 
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View of the eastern field from the north-western corner; looking east. 
 

 
As above, looking south-east. 
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As above, looking south. 
 

 
The hedgebank separating the two fields, viewed from the east (scale 2m). 
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The hedgebank separating the two fields from the fields to the west; viewed from the east (scale 2m). 
 

 
View up the western field from the south-western corner; looking north. 
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Detail of the hedgebank flanking the lane, from the gateway into the eastern field; viewed from the west 
(scale 2m). 
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As above, looking north from the gateway onto the adjacent lane. 
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