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Description of works.  
Archaeological evaluation trenching was undertaken by South West Archaeology Ltd. (SWARCH) at the request of a private 
client (the Client) as part of planning application 1/0460/2020/FUL associated with the residential development of three 
dwellings and associated works on land west of Hampton Park, Raleigh Hill, Bideford, Devon. This work was carried out by P. 
Webb on 9th October 2023 in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI; Boyd 2023). 
 
The site is located at the northern end of a larger agricultural field to the west of Hampton Park, immediately south of Raleigh 
Hill. To the south-east are the residential properties of the Raleigh Estate, with agricultural fields in all other directions. The 
land slopes down to the north between heights of c.42m to 47m AOD. The soils here are recorded as Urban, bordering the 
well-drained fine loamy soils often over rock of the Neath Association (SSEW 1983); which overlie the sedimentary mudstone 
and siltstone of the Bideford Formation (BGS 2023). 
 
The site lies in an area of archaeological potential, c.350m to the south of the site of a barrow (1016212), c.500m to the north-
east of Godborough Castle (1002640) and c.900m to the north-east of Kenwith Castle (1002639); the wider prehistoric 
landscape reflected in the identification of possible settlement features to the south-west of the development site 
(MDV67667, MDV120216). 
 
A total of three evaluation trenches (Trenches 01-03), each 1.60m wide and measuring c.30m in length, were excavated by 
mechanical excavator to the depth of in situ weathered natural using a toothless grading bucket under archaeological 
supervision. Exposed archaeological deposits were excavated by hand in accordance with the WSI and CIfA guidelines. The 
stratigraphy of the site comprised topsoil, mid grey-brown friable-soft silt-clay c.0.10-0.20m thick; overlying lower topsoil, mid 
yellow-grey-brown friable-soft silt-clay up to 0.20m thick; subsoil, mid yellow-brown friable silt up to 0.40m thick; and the 
natural, mid yellow firm-soft clay and shillet bedrock. 
 
A total of seven archaeological features were identified during the evaluation, all land- and field-drains. Where excavated 
these were identified as measuring 0.35m wide and 0.20-0.30m deep with near vertical sloping sides, clear break of slope and 
concave to flat bases. All but one example comprised sub-angular stone set within mid brown-grey soft clay; drain [206] 
measuring 0.50m wide and comprising a ceramic land-drain within mid grey-yellow-brown soft-friable clay-silt. 
 
Only a small scattering of finds was noted, all white refined earthenware pottery sherds. These were subsequently discarded. 
 
Conclusions 
Despite the proximity of prehistoric funerary monuments and settlement activity, the only archaeological features identified 
during the evaluation were land- and field-drains associated with the drainage of the land for agricultural purposes. 
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