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Summary

The bell frame at St. Margaret’s Church, Stoodleigh, Devon, was recorded prior to its removal and
replacement. Although the frame only dates from the later 19th century, an assessment undertaken by
Graham Pledger (English Heritage) had identified that it contained certain transitional elements worthy of
record. A desktop assessment was undertaken to place the frame in its wider historical context, and
identified the importance of the patronal Daniel family. In particular, Thomas Carew Daniel seems to have
impoverished his family paying for the extensive renovations at Stoodleigh Church and Court.
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Daniel. – THOMAS CAREW DANIEL, D.L., J.P., Stuckridge, Bampton, North Devon. Eldest
son of the late Thomas Daniel. Born, March 10th, 1848. Educated at Eton. Is a Deputy-
Lieutenant and Justice of the Peace for County Devon; High Sheriff, 1883. Late Lieutenant 2nd

Life Guards. Like shooting, fishing, and other country pursuits. Married, 1875, Alice Mildred,
daughter of the late Hon. and Rev. John Gifford, Rector of Siddington, County Gloucester; she
died in 1897. Club – Army and Navy.
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Gillett & Johnston Manufacturer Croydon 1896

���(

This clock was presented by Mrs. E.H. Dunning January 1897 and was bought with the
proceeds of what is known as the “Rietfontein Nugget”
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Provisional Brief issued by Graham Pledger

Civil and Structural Engineering Team, English Heritage
To: Jenny Chesher, SW Region
From: Graham Pledger, Civil Engineer
Copies: Bryn Morris – SW Archaeology

Jennifer Rowlandson
Francis Kelly

Room 2/20, NMRC, Swindon
Date: 23 Aug 2010
E-mail: Graham.Pledger@englishheritage.org.uk
Tel and Fax 01353 654376
Mobile Tel 07764 629763

Topic: Recording at St Margaret, Stoodleigh.

1) As you aware, Bryn Morris has been asked by the parish to tender for the bellframe recording.
2) In my report to you dated 1st June 2010, I wrote:-

“An archaeological record be made of the bellframe and belfry floor. As a minimum, this should include
plans at head, sill and foundation beam level along with an E-W and a N-S section through the tower at this
level.”

3) In recent emails I said that EH were working with CBC on a joint bellframe guidance note which would
cover recording. The current June 2010 draft at that time contained three levels of recording. The lowest
level, Level 1, stated:-

“A frame of Little or Local Significance will add nothing to the value of a site and may even detract from it. A
basic record based on a measured sketch plan at head and cill, and E-W and N-S sections and the
positions of wheels and rope drops, should be sufficient, together with photographs showing a general view
and any special features. Curiosities and special features should be indicated on the sketches.”

4) When I last spoke to Bryn, I said that the drafting committee were meeting again on Wednesday 18th
August and I would then be in a better position to clarify the brief. This is now set out below.

5) All bellframes will be given an importance rating from local, (the lowest level), to Regional and on to
National, (the highest level). There will be three levels of recording from Level 1 (the lowest), to Level 3, (the
highest). The appropriate level in any particular case will normally be determined by the significance of the
bell frame, as established through an appraisal, but the detailed requirements of the record will usually
reflect the location and extent of proposed alteration or loss, so for example any element of a frame that will
be lost, moved or changed may need to be recorded in greater detail.

6) I had originally assumed that Stoodleigh might be classified as of Local Interest and have a level 1
recording. However, because of the proposal for total removal and since the bells and frame are of the
same date and the period 1872 -9 was a time of major restoration, I believe that the frame becomes of
Regional importance with Level 2 Recording now required.

7) A Level 2 record is descriptive and analytical in nature, providing a reasoned and illustrated account of
the origins, characteristics and development of the bell frame.

For the written record, this would mean a brief note identifying the church, the date and circumstances of
the record and the identity of the individual(s) compiling it. In addition to the above, a report combining a
description of the bell frame, an analysis of its development and an interpretation of any features of interest
is required. This will be based largely on the physical evidence of the frame and its setting, but should
include a brief account of the history of the installation, including the tower or belfry, construction type, date
and documentary evidence from parish and other records, so far as these can be ascertained from
published sources.
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8) For the drawn record, this would mean drawings of the plan at head, cill and foundation beam level along
with E-W and N-S sections, including the positions of wheels and rope drops. Curiosities and special
features should be indicated on the sketches. The drawings will be based on measured survey and drawn
up to a suitable scale (probably 1:20 or 1:25) by hand, or in CAD in a manner suitable for plotting at such
scales.

For the photographic record, this would mean sufficient photographs to establish the general appearance
and character of the bell frame and its setting and to identify significant details. Where possible, general
views, including plan views from above the bell frame and from beneath the bell frame floor, should be
taken. All photographs should be titled or captioned so as to identify their subject and viewpoint. Particularly
when photographing details it is helpful to include in the shot a ranging rod or ruler, or a familiar object of
known size such as a coin, to identify the scale of the subject.

9) The drafting committee thought that at Levels 2 and 3 the report should be prepared by someone with a
good understanding of bell frames, bells and belfries. On report format they recommended:-

• Printed copies on acid-free paper to be A4, with folded A3 drawings inserted as necessary
• Photographs and drawings should include some means of identifying scale – either a scale bar or an item
with known dimensions e.g. a coin
• References should be supplied for all cited sources
• The involvement of consultees (DAC, CBC, SPAB or EH) should be mentioned and any assistance
received in making the record should be acknowledged.
• Six paper copies of the report should be provided, one of which should be kept by the PCC. Other copies
should be sent to the DAC, the Historic Environment Record (normally held by the County or Unitary
Authority historic environment or archaeological service), the Diocesan Record Office, the Library of the
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers and the Church Buildings Council
• Electronic copies may be submitted if preferred, although a paper copy should be provided for the parish.

10) On archive, they recommended that it is good practice to deposit any resulting archive (original
sketches, drawings, photographs, etc) in the relevant Diocesan Record Office.

11) I do hope this clarifies the situation and explains the background to what at first sight might have
seemed like conflicting advice. I am copying this to Francis as well. He is on the drafting committee and
should be able to confirm my correct interpretation of the latest draft.

Graham Pledger
Bells and Bellframes Adviser
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English Heritage listing text

9/171 Church of St Margaret
GV II*

Parish church: Font probably C12; west tower, western bays of nave and aisle C15, church extended by
one bay to the east, chancel rebuilt and whole church thoroughly restored 1872-9 by Henry Woodyer at a
total cost of £2,300. Medieval masonry rubble. C19 masonry snecked stone; red tiled roof.

Plan and Development: Woodyer extended the nave and aisle by one bay and entirely rebuilt the chancel
and aisle south wall, incorporating the medieval south doorway and some earlier masonry. Flamboyant
window tracery is Woodyer’s design. Plan of west tower, nave, chancel, 4-bay south aisles south chancel
chapel, south porch. Chancel roof carried down as catslide over north-east vestry.

Exterior: C15 battlemented tower with a plinth, diagonal buttresses and a 3-sided north-east stair turret.
Medieval four-centred west doorway, 3-light C19 Perpendicular west window; bay 2-light C19 traceried
openings on all 4 faces. The nave has buttresses and 2- and 3-light Perpendicular windows except a C19
Decorated pulpit window to the east of the rectangular stair turret. The south chancel chapel is defined by a
string course, buttresses and C19 Decorated windows. Woodyer’s chancel is buttressed with a string
course and a 3-light flamboyant east window, the hoodmould carried down on corbels below the sill. Gabled
south porch with a 2-centred outer doorway and C19 roof and a C19 outer order added to the late medieval
moulded inner doorway; probably C17 panelled door.

Interior: Chancel and most fittings by Woodyer; notable late medieval nave roof. Rendered walls, the edge
of the render decorated to draw attention to the medieval openings. Tall medieval chamfered tower arch
with pyramid stops and abutment to the north and south faces; richly moulded chancel arch by Woodyer
with moulded responds and carved capitals. 4-bay arcade, the easternmost bay a Woodyer copy of the late
medieval slender piers with corner shafts carrying moulded Tudor arches on foliage-carved capitals.
Depressed medieval segmental arch presumably resited between chancel and south chancel chapel with
C19 parclose. Hagioscope pierces the same wall. Fine late medieval open wagon roof to the nave,
presumably extended by Woodyer, with moulded ribs and an unusual variety of carved bosses; wall plates
carved with rustic green men. Unceiled wagon to aisle with moulded ribs; boarded wagon to chancel with
moulded ribs and small bosses.

Fittings: Very complete Woodyer fittings to chancel: stone and local marble reredos with symbols of the
evangelists painted in gold; 1879 tiling; poppyhead choir stalls, the book rests on iron standards;
communion rail with iron standards; low timber chancel screen with traceried panels. The nave has an
unusual possibly C12 font; a round bowl on a cylindrical stem decorated with 2 carved profile heads and
mouldings on the base; C19 font cover in the Romanesque style. 1879 brattished stone pulpit with bold
tracery panels; 1879 plain square-headed bench ends.

Important set of ten Hardman windows with memorial dates between 1862 and 1910: a series which adds
to the coherence of the interior. C19 brass fittings in chancel possibly also by Hardman. Painted Royal
Arms dated 1742 in frame on nave wall.

Listing NGR: SS9225818830

9/173 Daniel monument about 14 metres - north-east of chancel of the Church of St Margaret
GV II

Tomb slab and railings. Late C19. Granite slab on plinth with various memorial dates, earliest 1848, latest
1881. The slab is enclosed by a stone plinth supporting twisted iron standards with fleur de lis finials, chain
slung between standards.

Listing NGR: SS9228418845

!	����9����������	�	�� 85



�11����@�&

List of jpegs on CDRom to the rear of this report

EXTERNAL SHOTS
1. The church and West Stoodleigh Barton, from the north-west.
2. The tower of St. Margaret’s Church, viewed down the path from the west.
3. As above.
4. As above.
5. Looking back up the path from the church tower, viewed from the east.
6. The church porch and south aisle, viewed from the south-east.
7. The south aisle, viewed from the south.
8. As above.
9. As above.
10. The east end of the south aisle, viewed from the east.
11. The east end of the chancel, viewed from the east.
12. As above.
13. The vestry and north wall of the chancel, viewed from the north-west.
14. The north wall of the nave, showing the buttress for the Rood stair, viewed from the north-west.
15. As above, viewed from the north.
16. Detail of the dated [1879] guttering hopper.
17. The tower and north wall of the nave, viewed from the north-east.
18. The tower, viewed from the north.
19. As above.
20. The tower, detail of the inserted 19th windows.
21. The tower, viewed from the south.
22. The south wall of the tower and the west wall of the south aisle, viewed from the south-west.

GROUND FLOOR/RINGING FLOOR
23. Floor of ringing floor, showing steps and west door, viewed from the east.
24. As above, showing the chimney [right] and boxed-in clock weights [left].
25. The light wooden frame with rope guides, viewed from the east.

THE FIRST FLOOR/CLOCK CHAMBER
26. View of east floor of belfry, viewed from below.
27. As above, viewed from the north.
28. As above, showing the chimney and archway to stair turret.
29. As above, showing central boarded clock case.
30. View of top of west wall of chamber, with change of build evident.
31. Doorway to stair turret, showing blocked base of doorway above, viewed from the south.
32. View of iron hooks and pulleys above the clock weights, viewed from the east.
33. Detail of rope guides in the floor.
34. Detail of the clock mechanism.

THE SECOND FLOOR/BELFRY (scale 0.5m)
35. General view across chamber, viewed from the north-west.
36. General view across chamber, viewed from the south-east.
37. As above.
38. Detail of bell pits 1-4, viewed from the south.
39. Detail of bell pits 4 & 5, viewed from the east.
40. General view across chamber, from the north-east.
41. Vertical shot of fixtures of the Treble, viewed from the west.
42. Vertical shot of fixtures of the Second, viewed from the west.
43. Vertical shot of fixtures of the Third, viewed from the west.
44. Vertical shot of fixtures of the Fourth, viewed from the west.
45. Vertical shot of fixtures of the Fifth, viewed from the north.
46. Vertical shot of fixtures of the Tenor, viewed from the south.
47. Bell pit 2 and Second, viewed from the south.
48. Detail of bell pit 2 and Second, viewed from the west.
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49. The Tenor, viewed from the south.
50. Detail of frame and striking mechanism for the clock, viewed from above and to the south-east.
51. Detail of the frame, intersection of bell pit 2 and 6, viewed from the north.
52. Detail of truss, bell pit 3, viewed from the south.
53. Repairs in the south-east corner, bell pit 4, viewed from the north-west.
54. Repairs in the south-west corner, bell pit 5, viewed from the north.
55. View of the east truss of the bell frame, viewed from the north.
56. West wall of the chamber, viewed from the east.
57. East wall of the chamber, viewed from the west.
58. The roof structure, showing the mortise joints in the main beam, viewed from the north-west.
59. As above, showing the unusual tooling on the ridge beam, viewed from the south-west.

MISCELLANEOUS FEATURES
60. The gravemarker for the Daniel family in Stoodleigh churchyard, viewed from the east.
61. The Listed family grave plot of the Daniel family in Stoodleigh churchyard, viewed from the north-

west.
62. The plaque on the south wall of the south aisle (east bay), commemorating Thomas Carew Daniel’s

reconstruction of the church.
63. Some of the fragments of architectural masonry in the church porch.
64. The grave of Thomas Carew Daniel, his sister Louisa and brother Francis, in Oakford churchyard,

viewed from the south-east.
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