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1. SUMMARY

An  archaeological  evaluation  was
undertaken on land at Ivy Nurseries,
Cambridge  Road,  Fenstanton. The
evaluation was undertaken in advance of
proposed development at the site.

Cropmarks of enclosures and probable
Bronze Age barrows have been identified
nearby and Cambridge Road follows the
route of a Roman highway.

The evaluation encountered uniform
deposits of topsoil and subsoil overlying a
natural substrate of flint gravel and pea
gravel within a matrix of silt and patchy
clay.

No archaeological features or artefacts
were revealed during the evaluation.

2. INTRODUCTION
2.1 Definition of an Evaluation

An archaeological evaluation is defined as
‘a limited programme of non-intrusive
and/or  intrusive  fieldwork  which
determines the presence or absence of
archaeological  features, structures,
deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a
specified area or site. If such
archaeological remains are present Field
Evaluation defines their character and
extent, quality and preservation, and it
enables an assessment of their worth in a
local, regional, national or international
context as appropriate’ (CIfA 2014).

2.2 Planning Background

Archaeological Project Services was
commissioned by Persimmon Homes to
undertake a programme of archaeological
investigation as part of planning
permission (application 12005900UT) for
residential development.

The brief issued by Cambridgeshire
County Council Historic Environment
Team required a programme of evaluation
in advance of the development (Gdaniec
2015).

Following an earlier assessment (Air Photo
Services 2015) that revealed cropmarks of
enclosures and ring ditches nearby, an
archaeological trial trench evaluation was
carried out between 9™ and 10™ December
2015 in accordance with a specification
prepared by  Archaeological Project
Services and approved by the Senior
Archaeologist,  Historic =~ Environment
Team, Cambridgeshire County Council
(HET CCOQ).

2.3 Location,
Geology

Topography and

Fenstanton is located 15km northwest of
Cambridge (Fig. 1) and approximately
1.5km south of the present course of the
River Great Ouse. The site itself lies at the
south-eastern edge of the village, just north
of Cambridge Road, at National Grid
Reference TL 3240 6808 (Fig. 2).

The solid geology consists of mudstone of
the Oxford Clay Formation, which formed
in the Jurassic Period. This is overlaid by
the drift geology of River Terrace Deposits
of sand and gravel which formed in the
Quaternary Period. These are overlain by
soils of the Efford 1 Association argillic
brown earths (Hodge et al. 1984, 173).
The site is at about 10m OD on a gentle
slope up to the north and east.

24 Archaeological Setting

The Great Ouse corridor is known for its
archaeological significance. Cambridge
Road occupies the course of the Via
Devana, which linked the Roman towns at
Colchester and Chester, passing through
Cambridge and Godmanchester. Within
Fenstanton a  large  number  of

Archaeological Project Services
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archaeological sites and monument are
known which include extensive multi-
period cropmarked sites in the immediate
vicinity of the development area to the
northeast. To the southwest, a programme
of fieldwalking recovered prehistoric flints
and the Portable Antiquities Scheme has
recorded a number of Roman and
Medieval metal artefacts. Within the wider
area, cropmarks indicating extensive
archaeological remains have  been
recorded. These include ditches defining
probable field systems and enclosures, to
the north of the present site, and ring
ditches, probably representing Bronze Age
barrows, to the east (Air Photo Services
2015).

3. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The aim of the work was to gather
sufficient information for the
archaeological curator to be able to
formulate a policy for the management of
the archaeological resources present on the
site.

The objectives were to:

e Establish the type of
archaeological activity that may be
present within the site.

e Determine the likely extent of
archaeological activity present
within the site.

e Determine the date and function of
the archaeological features present
on the site.

e Determine the state of preservation
of the archaeological features
present on the site.

e Determine the spatial arrangement
of the archaeological features
present within the site

e Determine the extent to which the

surrounding archaeological
features extend into the application
area.

e [Establish the way in which the
archaeological features identified
fit into the pattern of occupation
and land-use in the surrounding
landscape.

4. METHODS

It had been agreed with the HET CCC to
excavate four 30m long trial trenches
across the site to assess the impact of the
proposed development. A planned fifth
trench of 15m length, was not possible at
the present time due the presence of
standing buildings at that location (Fig. 3).

The trenches were excavated by JCB 3CX
using a toothless ditching bucket under
archaeological supervision. Removal of
topsoil and other overburden was
undertaken to the top of archaeological
deposits or natural as appropriate. The
exposed surfaces of the trenches were then
cleaned by hand and inspected for
archaeological remains. A 1m deep
sondage was excavated in Trench 1 in
order to examine the consistency of natural
deposits.

Each deposit exposed during the
evaluation was allocated a unique
reference number (context number) with
an individual written description. A list of
all contexts and their interpretations
appears as Appendix 1. A photographic
record was also compiled and sections and
plans were drawn at a scale of 1:10 and
1:20  respectively.  Recording  was
undertaken  according to  standard
Archaeological Project Services practice.

The location of the excavated trenches was

Archaeological Project Services
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plotted with a survey grade differential
GPS (Figure 3).

S. RESULTS

The earliest deposit revealed on site was a
mid reddish brown mixture of silt and flint
gravel (103, 203, 303, and 403). Patches of
mid brown clay and areas of lighter pea
gravel were also present. This represented
the natural deposits in all of the trenches
(Figure 4, Plates 4 & 5).

Overlying the natural deposits in each of
the trenches was a moderately firm deposit
of mid brown sandy, clayey silt with
moderate inclusions of small gravel
fragments and rounded stones (102, 202,
302 and 402). This subsoil was present in
each trench, having an average thickness
of 0.2m (Figure 4, Plate 5).

The uppermost deposit (101, 201, 301 and
401) was friable, mid grey brown sandy
silt with occasional inclusions of small
stones and gravel. This topsoil had an
average thickness of 0.3m and was
uniform across the site (Figure 4, Plate 5).

6. DISCUSSION

Natural deposits exposed reflected the
underlying drift geology of sand and
gravels relating to river terrace deposits.
Of the four trenches, Trench 2 contained
more clay in the natural deposits
suggesting that this area had more of a
prevalence of standing water when the
deposits were laid down.

Each trench revealed the same sequence of
deposits of subsoil overlain by topsoil and
their thicknesses were fairly uniform in
nature. The general thickness of topsoil
and subsoil suggests that the land has lain
undisturbed by agricultural processes for
some time.

Cropmarks to the north and east of the
Site, appear, from on-site observation, to
lie on slightly higher ground than the Site
itself.

7. CONCLUSIONS

An  archaeological  evaluation  was
undertaken on land at Ivy Nurseries,
Cambridge Road, Fenstanton,
Cambridgeshire. The site lies in an
archaeologically sensitive area where
remains of prehistoric through to medieval
date have been recorded in the wider area.

The evaluation encountered uniform
deposits of topsoil and subsoil over natural
river terrace gravels.

No archaeological features or artefacts
were revealed during the evaluation.
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Figure 1. General location map
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The Plates

Plate 1. A general view of the
investigation area looking
towards the hedgerow at the
northern boundary

Plate 2. Archaeological stand-off
area in the northeast corner
around the protected trees

Plate 3. Access to the Site
looking towards Cambridge road
with the extant buildings to the
left of the picture
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Plate 4 (left). Trench 4. An
archaeologically blank trench.
The natural deposits in the
trench were representative of
those in all trenches

Plate 5 (below). A
representative section from
Trench 1 showing the
sequence of topsoil over
subsoil and natural deposits in
the bottom third of the picture



Appendix 1

CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS
Context Description Interpretation

101 Friable, mid grey brown sandy silt with occasional small Topsoil
stones

102 Firm, friable, mid brown sandy silt with moderate small Subsoil
stones

103 Mid reddish brown silt and flint gravel Natural

201 Friable, mid grey brown sandy silt with occasional small Topsoil
stones

202 Firm, friable, mid brown sandy silt with moderate small Subsoil
stones

203 Patchy, mid brown clay and mid reddish brown silt with flint | Natural
gravel

301 Friable, mid grey brown sandy silt with occasional small Topsoil
stones

302 Firm, friable, mid brown sandy silt with moderate small Subsoil
stones

303 Patchy, mid brown clay and mid reddish brown silt with flint | Natural
gravel

401 Friable, mid grey brown sandy silt with occasional small Topsoil
stones

402 Firm, friable, mid brown sandy silt with moderate small Subsoil
stones

403 Mid reddish brown silt with flint gravel and pale yellow pea | Natural

gravel







Bronze Age

Context

Cropmark

Medieval

Natural

Prehistoric

Romano-British

Appendix 2

GLOSSARY

A period characterised by the introduction of bronze into the country for tools,
between 2250 and 800 BC.

An archaeological context represents a distinct archaeological event or
process. For example, the action of digging a pit creates a context (the cut) as
does the process of its subsequent backfill (the fill). Each context encountered
during an archaeological investigation is allocated a unique number by the
archaeologist and a record sheet detailing the description and interpretation of
the context (the context sheet) is created and placed in the site archive.
Context numbers are identified within the report text by brackets, e.g. [004].

A mark that is produced by the effect of underlying archaeological or
geological features influencing the growth of a particular crop.

The Middle Ages, dating from approximately AD 1066-1500.

Undisturbed deposit(s) of soil or rock which have accumulated without the
influence of human activity

The period of human history prior to the introduction of writing. In Britain the
prehistoric period lasts from the first evidence of human occupation about
500,000 BC, until the Roman invasion in the middle of the 1st century AD.

Pertaining to the period dating from AD 43-410 when the Romans occupied
Britain.






Appendix 3
THE ARCHIVE

The archive consists of:

1 Photographic record sheet
2 Daily record sheets
4 Trench recording sheets

All primary records are currently kept at:

Archaeological Project Services
The Old School

Cameron Street

Heckington

Sleaford

Lincolnshire

NG34 9RW

The ultimate destination of the project archive is:
Cambridgeshire County Council

Castle Court

Shire Hall

Cambridge

CB3 0AP

Cambridgeshire C.C. HER Event No:

OASIS Record No:

ECB 4393

archaeol1-234195

The discussion and comments provided in this report are based on the archacology revealed during the site
investigations. Other archaeological finds and features may exist on the development site but away from the
areas exposed during the course of this fieldwork. Archaeological Project Services cannot confirm that those
areas unexposed are free from archaeology nor that any archaeology present there is of a similar character to

that revealed during the current investigation.

Archaeological Project Services shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports under the Copyright,
Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved; excepting that it hereby provides an exclusive licence to
the client for the use of such documents by the client in all matters directly relating to the project as described in

the Project Specification.
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