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Summary

In June 2012 a watching brief was undertaken at Bengeo Primary School, The Avenue,
Bengeo, during groundworks for extensions to the school buildings. No features, deposits or
artefacts of archaeological significance were revealed, apart from a small assemblage of flint
debitage. The shallow depth of topsoil on the site, and the absence of a defined subsoil layer,
suggest that deposits on the site may have been truncated during the construction of the
school, and the abraded condition of the flints suggests that they were brought onto the site
with imported topsoil at that time.

1. Introduction

1.1  In June 2012 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a
watching brief at Bengeo Primary School, The Avenue, Bengeo, Hertfordshire. The
project was commissioned by the Mouchel Group Ltd on behalf of Hertfordshire
County Council, and was carried out according to a project design prepared by ASC
(Rouse 2012), and approved by the Hertfordshire County Council Historic
Environment Unit, archaeological advisor (AA) to the local planning authority (LPA),
East Hertfordshire District Council. The relevant planning application reference is
3/12/0686/CC.

1.2 Planning Background

This watching brief was required under the terms of National Planning Policy
Frameworks (NPPF), as a condition of planning permission for the development of the
site.

1.3 Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

ASC is an independent archaeological practice providing a full range of archaeological
services including consultancy, field evaluation, mitigation and post-excavation
studies, historic building recording and analysis. ASC is recognised as a Registered
Organisation by the Institute for Archaeologists and is also accredited 1SO 9001, in
recognition of its high standards and working practices.

1.4 The Site

1.4.1 Location & Description
Bengeo Primary School is located in the county of Hertfordshire, within the
district of East Hertfordshire and the parish of Hertford, in the village of
Bengeo, at NGR TL 3224 1404 (Fig. 1).

The school occupies an irregular shaped area of land, bordered to the north by
open ground, and by residential development on the remaining three sides.
Access to the site is from The Avenue, to the south of the site (Fig. 2).

1.4.2 Topography & Geology
The site is on relatively flat ground, at an elevation of ¢.70m AOD. Soils of
the area belong to the Ludford Association, characterised as deep well drained
fine loamy, coarse loamy and sandy soils, locally flinty in places over gravel.
Slight risk of water erosion over glaciofluvial drift (Soil Survey 1983, 571x).
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The underlying geology comprises recent and Pleistocene Boulder Clay, and
recent and Pleistocene glacial gravel with Bunter Pebbles (BGS, Sheet 239).

1.4.3 Proposed Development

The proposed development comprises the erection of a single storey extension
and covered walkway link between existing buildings, and three additional car
park spaces at the north-east corner of the site (Fig. 3).
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Figure 3: Proposed development, shown in red (scale as shown)
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2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Aims & Methods

Aims
As described in the project design, the aims of the watching brief were:

e To ensure the archaeological monitoring of all aspects of the development
programme likely to affect archaeological remains

e To secure the adequate recording of any archaeological remains revealed by the
development programme

e To secure the analysis, conservation and long-term storage of any
artefactual/ecofactual material recovered from the site.
Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute for
Archacologists’ Standard & Guidance Notes (IfA 2008a & b) and Code of Conduct
(IFA 2010), to current English Heritage guidelines (EH 1991; EH 2006), to the
Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of England Region
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 2003), and to the
relevant sections of ASC’s Operations Manual.

Methods

The work was carried out according to the project design, which described:

e Soil and overburden stripping under archaeological supervision

e Inspection of sub-soil deposits for archaeological features

e The rapid investigation and recording of any archaeological features/deposits

e Sub-soil stripping under archaeological supervision

e Examination of any service and foundation trenches and the subsequent recording
of any exposed archaeological deposits

Rapid examination of spoil-heaps for archaeological material

e A programme of post-fieldwork analysis, archiving and publication

Constraints

The watching brief was completed in mostly dry conditions, with the full co-operation
of the groundworks contractors, and no constraints were encountered.
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3.

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

Archaeological & Historical Background

The following section provides a summary of the readily available archaeological and
historical background to the development site and its environs. The site lies within an
area of archaeological and historical interest, and has the potential to reveal evidence
of a range of periods.

This section has been compiled with information from the Hertfordshire Historic
Environment Record (HER, search no.56/12) and other readily available sources,
including ASC’s own library.

Prehistoric (before 600BC-ADA43)

Towards the end of the 19" century, Palaeolithic implements were found in gravels
excavated from two pits, c.0.6km to the south east of the development site
(HER1162).

An excavation carried out in the field directly to the north of Bengeo Primary School
revealed a group of at least 13 pits with associated ditches, thought to be late Bronze
Age in date. These are thought to have formed part of a field system (Brown 2012).

Roman (AD43-c.450)

A watching brief carried out at Bengeo Old House, c.1km to the southwest of the
development site, recovered one sherd of Romano-British pottery. It is thought that
the area was marshy during and beyond this period (HER11425)

The excavations in the field to the north of the school also uncovered boundary ditches
containing Roman pottery and tile, suggesting that some of the Bronze Age features
survived into this period (Brown 2012).

Saxon - Medieval (c.450-1500)

A shallow pit containing burnt debris excavated in the field to the north of the school
was radiocarbon dated to the middle-late Saxon period (Brown 2012).

St Leonard’s Church in Bengeo, €.0.65km to the southeast of the development site,
was granted to the monks of Bermondsey by Reginald de Tany in 1156, suggesting
that the church was already in existence by this time. The manor had a priest at the
time of the Domesday Survey (1086), and there is some Saxon work still evident in
the fabric of the church (HER2995).

The aforementioned watching brief at Bengeo Old House also recovered 121-14%
century pottery sherds (HER11425).

Post-Medieval to Modern (1500-present)

Located close to the church of St Leonard is Bengeo Hall, a 17" century listed
building that may be the manorial site of Bengeo. It was refurbished and remodelled
in the late 18" century, and a watching brief carried out in 2006 did not record any
features that might relate to the manorial site (HER2996).

The site of Molewood water mill (HER5788) is located ¢.0.8km to the southwest of
the development site. The mill was converted to a pumping station in the late 19"
century, and it is unclear how much of the original mill survives inside the later
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building (HER5655). Close by is the former miller’s house, now split into two
dwellings (HER15118) and the remains of a weir (HER7242).

Danesbury Cricket ground is located to the southeast of the development site. It is the
supposed site of a Danish camp. However, there is no real evidence for this, and its
unusual ovoid shape and surrounding rampart and ditch are likely to actually represent
a post medieval pillow mound, an earthwork for rabbits (HER4246).

There are several gravel pits known from Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping, within the
vicinity of the development site (HER7243, 7245). There are also a number of
undated cropmarks, thought to represent buildings, enclosures and ditches, located
within 1km of the development site (HER7450, 7458, 7996)

The first readily available map to show the site in detail is the 1880 First Edition OS
map, which shows the site as open fields. The site remains unchanged until the mid
1970s, when the school was constructed.
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4.
4.1

4.2

Results & Conclusions

Results

Five watching brief visits were made to the site between 7" and 14" June. The record
sheets are reproduced in Appendix 1.

Site stripping for the school building extension and covered walkway (Plate 1)
revealed the following site stratigraphy:

0.00 — 0.15m Turf and topsoil: fine silty greyish-brown soil

0.15m+ Natural? Light brown, fine silty layer with abundant flint pebbles and
occasional clay lenses (Plate 2). This was subsequently reduced by up to 0.18m,
following which footing trenches for the new building were cut into the natural to a
depth of ¢.0.8m (Plate 3).

The only features visible in the stripped area were modern service runs and pits where
modern trees/shrubs had been removed. Some flint debitage (Plate 4) was also
recovered from the stripped area, though these were not associated with any features.

The flints were shown to Jim Rylatt. He commented that most appeared to be hammer
struck, indicative of late Neolithic and early Bronze Age flints. The presence of edge
damage suggested that most of the assemblage was residual.

Conclusions

The watching brief did not reveal any buried archaeological features or deposits. The
only finds of possible archaeological interest comprised an assemblage of flint
debitage, picked up off the stripped surface. While these could indicate prehistoric
activity in the area, the relatively shallow depth of topsoil encountered on the site, and
the absence of subsoil, suggest that ground levels may have been modified, possibly
when the original school buildings were constructed, truncating or removing any
archaeological deposits that may have been present. From the condition of the flint
assemblage, it is possible that this material was brought onto the site with imported
topsoil.
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Plate 2: Detail of extension area after stripping
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Plate 4: Flint debitage from extension area
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6. Archive

6.1  The project archive will comprise:
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Project Design
Initial Report

Clients site plans

Site Monitoring Sheets

Site record drawings
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B/W prints & negatives

CDROM with copies of all digital files.
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6.2  The archive will be deposited with Hertford Museum.
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Appendix 2: List of Photographs

Watching Brief Report

SITE NAME: Bengeo

SITE NO/CODE:1534/BPS

Shot B&W | Digital Subject
1 3466 | View WNW during initial top soil stripping
2 3468 | View south during initial topsoil stripping
3 3469 | General view of site looking SW
4 3470 | General view of site looking west
5 3472 | View across partially cleared ground
6 3474 | Detail of subsoil conditions view west
7 3475 | Collection of flint artefacts and debitage
8 B/W | 0675 | General view of site looking SE
9 0676 | Close up of ground looking SE
10 0677 | View west along E-W foundation trench
11 0678 | Ditto showing opposite section
12 0679 | Detail of services
13 0680 | Working view looking ENE
14 B/W | 0681 | General view of site looking eastwards
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debitage. The shallow depth of topsoil on the site, and the absence of a defined subsoil layer,
suggest that deposits on the site may have been truncated during the construction of the school,
and the abraded condition of the flints suggests that they were brought onto the site with
imported topsoil at that time.
Project Type: Watching Brief
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Current land use: School grounds Future work: unknown
(yes/no/unknown)
Monument type: n/a Monument period: | n/a
Significant finds: none
(artefact type & period)
PROJECT LOCATION
County: Hertfordshire OS reference: (8 figs min) | TL 3224 1404
Site address: Bengeo Primary School, The Avenue, Bengeo
(+ postcode if known)
Study area: (sq. m./ ha) | 300 sqm Height OD: (metres) 70
PROJECT CREATORS
Organisation: Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd
Project brief originator: Alison Tinniswood HCC Project design originator: Calli Rouse ASC
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Sponsor / funding body: Hertfordshire County Council
PROJECT DATE
Start date: 7/06/12 End date: 13/06/12
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BIBLIOGRAPHY (Journal/monograph, published or forthcoming, or unpublished client report)
Title: Watching Brief: Bengeo Primary School, The Avenue, Bengeo, Hertfordshire
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